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Sect. I. AR with the Philiſtines Saul again 
: ſeeketh to kill David—He eſcapeth— 
Saul purſueth him Michal ſaveth his life—David 
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David reſcueth Keilah. 1 Chron. ch. xii, ver. 16 
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Sect. IV. David in a cave at En-gedi ſpareth Saul's 
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Endor—Samuel appeareth to him. 1 Sam, ch. xxviii. 
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David mourneth for him. 2 Sam. ch. iii. ver. 1, 
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the end. P- 100 
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to 13. | N 105 
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ii. ch. xi. ver. 16 to 20. p- 112 | 
56 Sect. XVI. David ſmiteth the Philiſtines again at the | 
— mulberry- trees. 2 Sam. ch. v. ver. 22 to the 

le end. | p- 118 

N Set. XVII. David fetcheth the Ark from Kirjath- 

5 jearim with great rejoicings—Uzza ſtruck dead for 

e touching it—it is carried to the houſe of Obed- 

1- edom. 1 Chron. ch. xi. the whole, p. 121 
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Set. XL. David maketh preparations for building the 
Temple —commandeth Sclomon to build it—and 
chargeth the princes to aſſiſt his ſon. 1 Chron. ch. 
xxviii. ver. I to 11. ver. 19 to the end. ch. xxix. 
to ver. 26. | p. 281 
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1 Chron. ch. xxix. ver. 27, 28. P. 292 
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Sect. XLIII. Solomon's ſacrifices at Gibeon—his 
dream. 2 Chron. ch. i. ver 1. 1 Kings, ch. Ul. 
ver. 3. 2 Chron. ch. i. ver. 2 to7. 1 Kings, ch. 


iii. ver. 5 to 16. ch. iv. ver. 9. p. 312 
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Set. LIV. The reign of Abijam, called alſo Abijah 
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2 Chron. ch, xili. ver. 3 to the end. 1 Kings, ch. 
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Sect. LV. The reign of Nadab king of Iſrael—the 

. reign of Baaſha king of Ifrael. 1 Kings, ch. xv. 
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Sect. LIX. The beginning of the reign of Ahab king 
of Iſrael, and the life of Elijah the prophet. 1 Kings, A 
ch. xvi. ver. 29, 30. Ch. xvii. the whole. p. 446 ; 

Set. LX. The hiſtory of Ahab king of Iſrael con- tme 


tinued—Baals prophets ſlain. 1 Kings, ch. xviii. and 
ver 1 to 41 5 f 
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| 3 ) the 
3 AV 59 awa) 

the 

and 

Iz 

SE CT. houf 

Mor! 

6 V 


CT. 


' Po $7 4 


12 N Q — 
9 . buy . ”y - |, * . = . 
8 E Cc 4 . F I. 


War WITH Tas PHILISTINES—SAUL ACA 
SEEKETH TO KILL DAVID—Hz : E$CAPET He 
SAUL PpuRSUETH HIM—MICHAL sAVETA HIS 
LIE DAVID FLuETH TO SAMUEL=SAUL 


AND HIS SERVANTS PROPHESY., 


ND there was war again: and David 
went out and fought with the Philiſ- 
tines, and flew them with a great . 4 
and they fled from him. 
And the evil ſpirit from the Lond was 
upon Saul, as he ſat in his houſe with his 
javelin in his hand: and A played with 


his hand. 


And Saul ſought to ſtrüte David even to 
the wall with the javelin: but he ſlipped 
away out of Saul's preſence, and he ſmote 
the javelin into the wall: and David fled, 
and eſcaped that night. K 8 

Saul alſo ſent meſſengers unto David's 
houſe, to watch him and to ſlay him in the 
morning: and Michal, David's wife, told 

Vot Hh - B him, 


——— 


- DAVID ESCAPETH. 


him, ſaying, If thou ſave not thy life to- 
night, to-morrow thou ſhalt be ſlain. 


So Michal let David down through a 


window : and he went and fled, and eſcaped. 

And Michal took an image, and laid it in 
the bed, and put a: pillow of. goat's. hair. for 
his bolſter, and covered it- with acloth. 

And when Saul ſent meſſengers to take 
David, ſhe ſaid, He is ſick. 

And Saul ſent the meſſengers again to ſee 
David, ſaying, Bring him vp to me in the 
bed; that I may ſlay him. 

And when the meſſengers were come in, 
behold there was an image in the bed with 
a pillow of goats hair for his bolſter, _ 

And Saul ſaid unto Michal, Why haſt thou 
deceived me ſo, and ſent away mine enemy, 
that he is eſcaped? and Michal anſwered 
Saul, He ſaid unto me, Let me go? why 
ſhould I kill thee ? 

So David fled, and eſcaped, and came to 
Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that 
Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel 
went and -dwelt in Naioth. 

And it was told Saul, ſaying, Behold, Da- 
vid is at Naioth in — 
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And Saul ſent meſſengers to take David ; 
and when they ſaw the company of the pro- 
phets propheſying, and Samuel ſtanding, as 
appointed over them, the Spirit of God was 
upon the meſſengers of Saul, and they alſa 
propheſied. 

And when it was told Saul, he ſent 2 
meſſengers, and they propheſied likewiſe, ' 
And Saul ſent meſſengers again the third 
time, and they propheſted alſo. | 

Then went he alſo to Ramah, and came 
to a great well that is in Sechu: and he 
aſked and ſaid, Where are Samuel and Da- 
vid? and one ſaid, Behold they be at Najoth 
in Ramah. 

And he went thither to Naioth in Ra- 
mah: and the Spirit of Go was upon him 
alſo, and he went on and propheſied, until 
he came to Natoth in Ramah, 

And he ſtripped off his clothes as and 
propheſied before Samuel in like manner, 
and lay down naked all that day and all that 
night. Wherefore they = Is Saul alſo 
among oy prophets.” 


B 2 ANNO- 


— * 
. Ae Le rr nn CR — 
- f a ů ů — 


— 


4 SAUL'S CRUELTY. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The acclamations of the people on account of Da- 
vid's ſucceſs, awakened the envy of Saul; and he 
again provoked the Log to permit the vi Spirit to 
afflict him. David, with his uſual benevolence, endea- 
voured to bring his thoughts back to Gop by his holy 
melody ; but the kind experiment failed, and had not 
the Lon p preſerved him, he muſt have fallen a victim 


to Saul's jealouſy, which now knew no bounds, for he 


was abſolutely bent on David's deſtruction, forgetful 
of the ſolemn oath he had ſo lately made; but the 
Lord again preſerved him. | 

Saul's crnelty was very great, in ordering a ſick 
man to be brought, that he might ſlay him; but 
Michal's deceit and falſehood cannot be juſtified, and 
it is ſuppoſed that ſhe was addicted to idolatry, by her 
having an image in her poſſeſſion, and by her ridi- 
culing David afterwards, for paying honour to the Ark 
of Gop : what ſhe ſaid to Saul implied, that David 
had threatned to kill her, which furniſhed Saul with a 
freſh pretence for perſecuting him; whilſt David's 
houſe was watched to prevent his eſcape, he is ſup- 
poſed to have made the following prayer to Gop. 


A PRAYER or DAVIDF+. 


Deliver me From mine enemies, O my Gop: defend me 
from them that riſe up againſt me. 

Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and ſave me 
from bloody men. | | 


+ Pſalm lixs 


Fer 


DAVID'S- PRAYER, $ 


Fer lo, they lie in wait for my foul; the mighty are 
gathered againſt ne, not for. my tranſgreſſion, nor for my 
/n, O Loop. 

They run and prepare themſelves without my fault ; 
achat to help me, and behold. 

They return at evening © they make a noſe like a gz 
ad £9 round about the city. 

But thou O Lord, Salt laugh at them: | 

Becauſe of his ftrength . 1 wait" Ow thee : for 
Gop is my defence, 

The Gop of mercy Pall prevent me... Gow /hall let 
me fee my deſire upon mine enemies.” + 

But. I will ſing of thy poxwer e yea, I avill ing aleud of 
thy mercy in the morning: for thou haſt been my defence 
aud refuge in the day of my trouble. | 

Unto thee, O my firength, will I 75 inge for God 1. ay ; 
defence, and the Gop of my mercy *. 


David was ſurrounded with ſuch difficulties, that he 
knew not what courſe to take; he therefore fled to 
Samuel, in order to learn the will of Gob, who took 
him to the ſchool of the prophets at Naioth, conclud- 
ing that Saul would let him abide there in peace; but 
you find that no place was ſacred in his ſight, he cared 
not for Gon, nor religious inſtitutions; and therefore 
ſent meſſengers thither to ſeize David ; but inſtead of 
executing their commiſſion, they were actuated by a 
ſudden holy impulſe, as Saul formerly had been, and : 


* As ſome parts of the foregoing pſalm require a particular ex- 
flauation, I have omitted them, becauſe ſuch comments would inter- 
rupt the hiſtory ; and this rule w'll be obſerved reſpecting thoſe 
plalms in general, that ſhall be occaſionally introduced, 
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6 SAUL'S TRANCE: 


«joined with the congregation in preifing Gov. Saul 
was reſolved to effect his purpoſe, but was prevented; 
being obliged, againſt his will, to utter the words of di- 
z ine iyſpiration ; and was ſo overcome by the Spirit of 
the LokD, that he fell into a kind of trance, and 
having pulled off his royal robes, * (which is what is 
meant by his being n lay on the ground all 
night. 

It may ſeem ſtrange to us to read of Saul's being at 
one time 7n/pired by the Lox p, and at another, acfuated 
by an Evil SPIRIT J]; but we muſt remember, that it 
was in the Loro's power to refrain the evil Spirit; 
and you find, that he did not conffantly torment Saul, 
only on thoſe occaſions when he gave way to paſſions 
that were inconſiſtent with his duty: he had long in- 
tervals of reaſon, and ſhould have humbled himſelf and 
repented : as he did not do fo, it was juſt to afflict 
him, -and it does not become -us to cenſure the diſ- 
penſations of infinite wiſdom, 


& 


| 
8 
. 
] 
2 
1 
1 


: 
E 
1 
< 
* 
* 
72 
3 
4 0 
* 
12 
1 5 
1 
1 
* 
* 
* 
J 2 
193 
A 
5 $ 


8 + 
1 VA 
- WE 
4 cy 
* 
* 
f 
x] 
—_ 
- £5, 
>. Lt 
1 4 
1 * 


Saul 
ed ; 
F di- 
it of 
and 
at 1s 


| alf 


g at 
rated 
1 
wit; 
zaul, 
hons 
in- 
fand 
uflict 
diſ- 


CT. 


ſhalt not die: 
nothing either great or ſmall, but that he 
will ſhew it me: and why ſhould my father 
hide this thing from 'me ? it is not ſo. 


5 E CT. it 


DAVID consurtTETY WIT R JONATHAN ron 
His SA TETY— THEIR COVENANT rENEWwED 
SAUL sx EXETAH TO KITE IONATHAN—DA- 
VID rrEITu TO NOB and orAN ETH GO- 
LIATH's SWORD— H OT ro ACHISH 
nE KINO or GAT H, 18 auevussD PRorzo- 


TION, AND REPAIRETH TO a CAVE Ar A- 
DULLAM. 


ND David fled from Naioth in Ras 
mah, and came and ſaid before Jona- 
than, What have I done? what is mine ini- 
quity ? and what is my fin before thy father, 
that he ſeeketh my life? | 

And he ſaid unto him, Gop forbid; tions 
behold, my father will do 


And David ſware moreover, and ſaid, 
Thy father certainly knoweth that I have 


found grace in thine: eyes; and he ſaith, Let 
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$ JONATHAN'S KINDNESS, 


not Jonathan know this, leſt he be grieved. 
But truly as the Loxp liveth, and as thy 
foul liveth, there is but 1 ſtep between me 
and death. | | 

Then ſaid Jonathan unto David, What- 
ſoever thy ſoul deſireth, 1 will even | do it 


for thee. 


And David FAVE unto ae Behold, 


to-morrow. is the new- moon, and I mould 


not fail to ſit with the king at meat: but 
let me go that I may hide myfelf in the 
field unto the third day at even. 

If thy father at all miſs me, then ſay, Da- 


vid earneſtly aſked leave of me that he might 
run to Beth-lehem his city: for there is a 
yearly ſacrifice there for all the family. 


If he ſay thus, It is well; thy ſervant ſhall 


have peace: but if he be very wroth, then 


be ſure that evil is determined by him. 
Therefore thou ſhalt deal kindly with thy 


ſervant; for thou haſt brought thy ſervant 
into a covenant of the Loxp with thee: not- 
withſtanding, if there be in me iniquity, {lay 


me thyſelf: for Why en thou bring 


me to thy father. 


And Jonathan ſaid, Far be it Fecha thee: 


'for if I knew certainly that evil were deter- 
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JONATHAN'S KINDNESS... .,g 


mined by my father to come upon thee, then 
would not I tell it thee ? 

Then ſaid David to Jonathan, Who mall 
tell me? or what if thy father anſwer thee 
roughly? | | bz | 

And Jonathan ſaid unto David, Come, 


and let us go out into the field. And they 


went out both of them into the field. 
And Jonathan ſaid unto David, O Lok o 


| Gop of Iſrael, when I have founded my fa- 


ther about to-morrow any time, or the third 
day, and behold, if there be good toward 
David, and I then lend 4 not unto thee, and 
ſhew it thee ; 

The Lord do ſo and much more to Jo- 
nathan. But if it pleaſe my father to do thee 
evil, then I will ſhew it thee, and ſend thee 
away, that thou mayeſt go in peace: and the 
Lonkp be with thee,. as he . hath been with 
my father. 

And thou ſhalt not only while yet I live 
ſhew me the kindneſs of the Loxp that I 


die not: 
But alſo, thou ſhalt not cut off thy 58 


neſs from my houſe for ever: no, not when 


the Lord hath cut off the enemies of David 


every one from the face of the carth, 
B 5 90 


10 DAVID ax» JONATHAN'S COVENANT. 


So Jonathan made a covenant with 
the houſe of David, ſaying, Let the Lord 


even require it at the hand of David's ene- 


mies. 
And Jonathan cauſed David to ſwear 


again, becauſe he loved him: for he loved 
him as he loved his own ſoul. 


Then Jonathan ſaid to David, To- mor- 


row is the new- moon; and thou ſhalt be 


miſſed, becauſe thy ſeat will be empty. 

And when thou haſt ſtayed three days, 
then thou ſhalt go down quickly, and come 
to the place where thou didſt hide thyſelf 
when the buſineſs was in hand, and ſhalt re- 
main by the ſtone Ezel. 

And will ſhoot three arrows on the ſide 
thereof, as though I ſhot at a mark. 

And behold, I will ſend a lad, ſaying, Go, 
find out the arrows. If I expreſsly ſay unto 
the lad, Behold, the arrows are on this ſide 
of thee, take them; then corne thou: for 
"there 1s peace to thee, and no hurt; as the 
Logo liveth. 

But if I ſay thus unto the young man, 
Behold, the arrows are beyond thee ; go thy 
way, for the Lok hath ſeat thee away. 


And 
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And as touching the matter which thou 
and I have ſpoken of, behold, the Loxp be 
between thee and me for ever. 

So David hid himſelf in the field: and 
when the new- moon was come, the king ſat 


him down to eat meat. 


And the king ſat upon his ſeat as at other 
times, even upon a feat by the wall: and 
Jonathan aroſe, and Abner ſat by Saul's ſide, 


and David's place was empty. 


Nevertheleſs Saul ſpake not any thing 
that day: for he thought, Something hath 


befallen him. 


And it came to paſs on the morrow, which 
was the ſecond day of the month, that Da- 


vid's place was empty: and Saul ſaid unto 


Jonathan his ſon, Wherefore cometh not the 
ſon of Jeſſe to meat, neither yeſterday, nor 


to day! ? 
And Jonathan anſwered Saul, David ear- 


neſtly aſked leave of me to go to Beth- 


lehem; 
And he ſaid, Let me go, I pray thee: for 


5 our family hath a ſacrifice in the city; and 


my brother he hath commanded me to be 
there: and now if I have found favour in 


"thine eyes, let me get away, I pray thee, and 


B 6 ſee 


10 DAVID ax» JONATHAN'S COVENANT. 

So Jonathan made a covenant with 
the houſe of David, ſaying, Let the Lok 
even require it at the hand of David's ene- 
mies. 

And Jonathan cauſed David to ſwear 
again, becauſe he loved him: for he loved 
him as he loved his own ſoul. 

Then Jonathan ſaid to David, To-mor- 
row is the new- moon; and thou ſhalt be 
miſſed, becauſe thy ſeat will be empty. 

And when thou haſt ſtayed three days, 
then thou ſhalt go down quickly, and come 
to the place where thou didſt hide thyſelf 
when the buſineſs was in hand, and ſhalt re- 
main by the ſtone Ezel. 

And ] will ſhoot three arrows on the ſide 
thereof, as though I ſhot at a mark. 

And behold, I will fend a lad, ſaying, Go, 
find out the arrows. If I expreſsly ſay unto 
the lad, Behold, the arrows are on this ſide 
of thee, take them; then come thou: for 
"there 1s peace to thee, and no hurt; as the 
Loxp liveth. | 

But if I ſay thus unto the young man, 
Behold, the arrows are beyond thee ; go thy 
way, for the Lord hath ſent thee away. 


And 


And 


SN ULS FURY." mit 
And as touching the matter which thou 
and J have ſpoken of, behold, the Loxp be 


between thee and me for ever. 


So David hid himſelf in the field: and 
when the new- moon was come, the king ſat 


him down to eat meat. 


And the king ſat upon his ſeat as at other 
times, even upon a ſeat by the wall: and 
Jonathan aroſe, and Abner ſat by Saul's ſide, 


and David's place was empty. 


Nevertheleſs Saul ſpake not any thing 
that day: for he CR” Something hath 


befallen him. 


And it came to paſs on the morrow, which 


was the ſecond day of the month, that Da- 


vid's place was empty: and Saul ſaid unto 
Jonathan his ſon, Wherefore cometh not the 


ſon of Jeſſe to meat, neither yeſter el 


to day? 
And Jonathan anſwered Saul, David ear- 


neſtly aſked leave of me to go to Beth- 


lehem; 
And he ſaid, Let me go, I pray thee: for 


our family hath a ſacrifice in the city; and 


my brother he hath commanded me to be 
there: and now if I have found favour in 


"thine eyes, let me get away, I pray thee, and 
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12 JONATHAN'S ANGER. 


ſee my brethren. Therefore he comerh not 
unto the king's table. 

Then Saul's anger was kindled . 
Jonathan, and he ſaid, Thou haſt choſen 
the ſon of Jeſſe to thine own confuſion: 

For as long as the ſon of Jeſſe liveth upon 


the ground, thou ſhalt not be eſtabliſhed, 
nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now ſend.and 


fetch him unto me? for he ſhall ſurely die. 
And Jonathan anſwered Saul his father, 


and ſaid unto him, Wherefore ſhall he be 

lain? what hath he done? | | 
And Saul caſt a javelin at him to Pot 
him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was 


determined of his father to ſlay David. 
So Jonathan aroſe from the table in fierce 


anger, and did eat no meat the ſecond day of 


the month : for he was grieved for David, 


becauſe his father had done him ſhame. : 


And it came to paſs in the morning, that 
Jonathan went out into the field at the 
time appointed with David, and a little lad 
with him. 

And he ſaid unto his lad, Run, find out 
now the arrows which I ſhoot. And as the 
lad ran, he ſhot an arrow beyond him. 
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And when the lad was come to the place 
of the arrow which Jonathan had ſhot, Jo- 
nathan cried after the lad, and aid, Is not 
the arrow beyond thee ? 


And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make 


ſpeed, haſte, ſtay not. And Jonathan s Tad + 


gathered up the arrows, and came to his 
maſter. | 15 

But the lad knew not any thing: 5 1 
Jonathan and David knew the matter. 

And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his 
lad, and ſaid unto N Go, carry them to 
the city. 

And as ſoon as the lad was gone, David 
aroſe out of a place toward the ſouth, and 
fell on his face to the ground, and bowed 
himſelf three times: and they kiſſed one 
another, and wept one with another, until 


David exceeded. 


And Jonathan ſaid to David, Go in peace, 
foraſmuch as we have ſworn both of us in 
the name of the Lorp, ſaying, The Loxp 
be between me and thee, and between 


my ſeed and thy ſeed for ever. And he 


aroſe and departed, And Jonathan went 


into the city. 


ANN O- 


14 'JONATHAN'S FRIENDSHIP. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Are you not charmed, my dear, with the noble dif- 
-intereſted behaviour of Jonathan to David? The beau- 
tiful relation of it, which you have juſt read, is very 
affecting. Poor David, driven from his ſacred retreat, 
took the advantage of fleeing while Saul lay entranced, 
but where could he ſeek for ſhelter from the future ef- 
fects of his rage? In this extreme perplexity, he 
haſtened to his dear friend, who he knew would take 
.a tender part in his diitreſs, and pour the balm of con- 
ſolation into his afflicted mind. Jonathan was ſo 
moved with the terror which David ſuffered, that he 
promiſed to do whatever he ſhould require of him, 
knowing that he had too much integrity to defire him 
to commit a ſinful action; he therefore contrived a 
plan in order to diſcover, whether the extraordinary 
event which had lately befallen Saul, had made any 
change in his ſentiments towards David; and to en- 
courage David to repoſe intire confidence in him, Jona- 


than renewed the ſolemn covenant he had formerly 


made with him. 

It was cuſtomary to offer {acrifices, and keep religious 
feaſts every month for two days, at the firſt appearance 
of the new moon; and David had a right to a ſeat at 
the royal table, as he was the king's ſon-in-law ; though 
Saul diſdaining his alliance, contemptuouſly called 
him, the /n of Je; and on Jonathan's offering to 
excuſe him, you find, he fell into a furious rage, treated 
him with the moſt opprobrious language, and accuſed 
him of meanneſs of ſpirit, for not deſtroying a man 
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DAVID'S DISTRESS. Fg 


' who would rob him of his birth-right: but Jonathan 


ſeems to have underſtood, that the Log o had appointed 
David to ſucceed to the kingdom; and was ſo perfectly 
convinced of his innocence, that he reſolved to plead 
for him, though at the hazard of his life; and when 
his father's inhuman behaviour drove him from his 
preſence, he was more concerned for his friend than 
for himſelf. 


As ſoon as David was made acquainted by the ap- 


pointed ſign, with Saul's implacable diſpoſition towards 


him, he came forth from his hiding-place, to caſt him- 
ſelf at the feet of his kind benefaQor ; for his grati- 
tude was too great for utterance, and the reflection that 
he muſt leave this generous faithful friend, perhaps for 
ever, gave him ſuch exquiſite anguiſh as tears only 
could expreſs. Jonathan well underſtood the meaning 
of this pathetic behaviour, and returned his embraces 
with all the fervour of tender friendſhip; and in order 
to comfort David, reminded him of the ſolemn agree- 
ment they had made to be mutually true to each others 
intereſt, | 

When Jonathan left him and returned back to the 
city, David ſuffered the moſt violent perturbations of 
mind ; and perhaps, the ſevere neceſſity he was under 
of parting with his dear companion and faithful com- 
forter, made him ſuppoſe that Gop had for/ater him; 
for inſtead of applying to the Lok D for ſuccour, he had 
recourſe to ſuch ftratagems as could only be ſuggeſted 
by deſpair: nay, he was even guilty of a violation of 


truth, for he went to Nob, where the Tabernacle was, 


and pretending that he came on haſty buſineſs from the 
king, he obtained from Abunelech the high-prieſt, the 
f | ſword 


16 THE CAVE OF ADULLAM. 


i 


ſword of Goliath, and with that very weapon by his 
fide, with which he had beheaded the mighty champion 
of Gath, went to that city to ſeek refuge. Whether 
David's reaſon was. ſo diſturbed by his misfortunes, 
that he was incapable of reflection; or whether he 
acted the madman through policy, as the only means of 
ſaving his life, is difficult to decide; but he was treat- 


ed as a perſon beſide himſelf, and Achiſh, the king of 


Gath, refuſed to entertain him; ke therefore retired 
from thence, and having no earthly friend to flee to, 
| went and hid himſelf in a cave at Adullam, where he 
| might be ſafe at leaſt for a time, from the perſecution 
of Saul. It “ was a place fortified by nature, and 
* ſo fitted for the ſecurity of perſons in diſtreſs, that 
« we are told, it has frequently given refuge from the 
«« Turks to Chriſtians, who have fled thither with their 
« flocks and herds.“ 5 

When David's relations heard how Saul had treated 
him, they had reaſon to fear that he would extend his 
malice to them alſo; they therefore repaired to the 
cave of Adullam, in order to concert meaſures for 
their ſecurity; and many others, whom diſtreſs or op- 
preſſion had driven into exile, came to join David, ſup- 
poſing that he would endeavour to ſupplant Saul, ſo 
that he ſoon had 400 men under his command; 
amongſt whom were Joab, Abiſhai, Benaiah, and eleven 
| ether brave officers, ©* who could handle ſhield and buck- 
« ler ; whoſe faces were like ihe faces of lions, and were 
«« favift as the roes upon the mountains,” Filial piety, 
for which David was. remarkable, made him very ſo- 


#* Delany's Life of King David. 
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DA VIA ( © 17 
licitous for the ſafety of his parents; he therefore pro- 
cured a place of refuge for them in the land of Moab, 
which the king of that country might grant on account 


of jeſſe's deſcent from Ruth, who was a Moabiteſs. 
Soon after this, the prophet Gad, was ſent to com- 


4 
== mand David to go into the land of Judah, ſo he de- 


parted, and came into the wilderneſs of Hareth. In 
« the * midſt of the dangers and troubles that ſur- 
« rounded him, he is fi Aker to have „ the fol- 
« lowing PRs”: 


A PRAYER or DAVIDE4. 


O Gop, thou art my God, early will I ſeek hee: 
my ſoul thirfteth for thee, my fleſp longeth for tbee in 
diy and thirſty land, where no water is. 

To fee thy poxwer and thy glory, ſo as have fr 125 
in the ſandtuary. 

Becauſe thy loving . is better than hi ” ny a 
ſhall praiſe thee, . 

Thus will J bleſs thee, while 1 live 7 will lift 1 5 
hands in thy name, 

My foul ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs ; 
and my mouth fhall praiſe thee with joyful lips: 

When I remember thie upon my bed, and meditate on 
thee in the night auatches. 

Becauſe thou haſt been my help; erefore i in the Balle 
of thy wings will I rejoice. 

My foul e hard after thee : WT right Band 1 
boldeth i me. 


* Ch Life of King David. 1 Plalm bxtit. 
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SAUL rursvern DAVID —- DOEG Accuszrn 
AHIMELECH—SAUL coMMAnNDETH To Kibl 
TRE PRIESTS ABIATHAR tsCarincG BRING=- 
ETH THE NWS to DAVID==DAVID RESCVETH 


A ND there came of the children of 


« Benjamin, and Judah, to the hold 
unto David. 

And Pavid went out to meet them, 5 
nd and ſaid unto them, If ye be come 
peaceably unto me to help me, my heart 
ſhall be knit unto you: but if ye be come 
to betray me to mine enemies, ſeeing there 
is no wrong in mine hands, the Gop of our 
ers look thereon, and-rebuke it. 

Then the Spirit cate upon Amaſai, who 
was the chief of the captains, and he ſaid, 
Thine are we, David, and on thy ſide, thou 
ſon of Jeſle : peace, peace be unto thee, and 
peace be to thine helpers; for thy Gop help- 


SAUL'S SUSPICIONS. th 
eth thee. Then David received them and 


made them captains of the band. 
When Saul heard that David was diſco- 
vered, and the men that were with, him, 


XZ (now Saul abode in Gibeah under a tree in 


Ramah : having his ſpear in his hand, and 
all his ſervants were ſtanding about him.) 

Then Saul ſaid unto his ſervants that ſtood 
about him, Hear now, ye Benjamites, will 
the ſon of Jeſſe give every one of you fields 
and vineyards, and make you all captains of 
thouſands, and captains of hundreds; 

That all of you have conſpired againſt me, 
and there is none that ſheweth me that my 


fon hath made a league with the ſon of Jeſſe, 


and there is none of you that is ſorry for me, 
or ſheweth unto me that my ſon hath ſtir- 
red up my ſervant againſt me, to lie in wait, 
as at this day. 

Then anſwered Doeg the Edomite, which 
was ſet over the ſervants of Saul, and ſaid, I 


ſaw the ſon of Jeſſe coming to Nob, to Ahi- 


melech the ſon of Ahitub. 

And he enquired of the Lorp Fr 
and gave him victuals, and gave him _ 
e of Goliath the Philiſtine. 

Then 


2 AHIMELECH ACCUSED. 


£ 
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Then the king ſent to call Ahimelech the F 
prieſt, the ſon of Ahitub, and all his father's WF fto 
houſe, the prieſts that were in Nob. And Wl of 
they came all of them to the king. D 
And Saul ſaid, Hear now, thou ſon of A ani 
Ahitub. And he anſwered, Here I am, my of 
lord. to 
And Saul faid unto him, Why "BO ye 
conſpired againſt me, thou and the fon of fal 
Jeſſe, in that thou haſt given him bread and INI 
a ſword, and haſt enquired of Gop for him, {le 
that he ſhould riſe againſt me, to He: in Walk th 
as at this day ? 
Then Ahimelech anſwered the hn, and he 
raid, And who is ſo faithful among all thy WO 
ſervants as David, which is the king's ſon- an 
in-law, and goeth at thy bidding, and is ho- {w 
nourable in thine houſe ? | | 
Did I then begin to enquire of Gop for of 
him? be it far from me. Let not the king aft 
impute any thing unto his ſervant, nor to al | 
the houſe of my father: for thy ſervant knew ha 
nothing of all this, leſs or more. 
And the king ſaid, Thou ſhalt arely th: 
die Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father's th: 
houſe, x ſio 
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THE PRIESTS SLAIN. 27 
An the king ſaid unto the footmen that 
ftood about him, Turn and ſlay the prieſts 


of the Loxp; becauſe their hand alſo is with 


David, and becauſe they knew when he fled, 


and did not ſhew it me. But the ſervants 


of the king would not put forth their hand 


to fall upon the prieſts of the Logp. 

And the king ſaid to Doeg, Turn thou and 
fall upon the prieſts. And Doeg the Edo- 
mite turned and he fell upon the prieſts, and 
flew on that day fourſcore and five perſons 
that did wear a linen ephod. 

And Nob, the city of the prieſts Gor" 
he with the edge of the ſword, both men and 
women, children and ſucklings, and oxen 
and afſes and ſheep, with the edge of the 


| ſword. 


And one of the ſons of Ahimelech the 8 
of Ahitub, named Abiathar, eſcaped and fled 
after David. g 

And Abiathar ſhewed David that Saul 
had flain the Lozp's prieſts. 

And David faid unto Abiathar, I knew it 
that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, 
that he would ſurely teil Saul, I have occa- 
ſioned the death of all the * of thy 
father's houſe, | 
1 Abide 


22 SAUL'S TYRANNY, 


Abide thou with me, fear not: for he = 4 
that ſeeketh my life, ſeeketh thy life: bur vit 
with me thou ſhalt be in ſafeguard. 1 * 
mit 

ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, cau 

55 off 

It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that Saul governed in a oi 
very tyrannical manner, which occaſioned ſome of 7 
his bravelt officers to revolt from him, and join them= lian 
ſelves to David, with a view to raiſe him to the throne; to t 
he was however, reſolved to wait the Lox D's time, and by! 
not to employ thoſe forces againſt his ſovereign, but only kin; 
in defending himſelf againſt the inhabitants of the coun- ſhev 
try he might happen to reſide in. When David began to here 
appear with his little army, the news was ſoon brought triu 
to Saul, who immediately encamped with royal ſtate, | he f 
and calling his ſoldiers together, inſinuated, that Jona- Abi 
than and David were confederated againſt him: had anſy 
the charge been true, he would have deſerved. both «« / 


pity and ſupport ; but it was founded on jealouſy and 
falſchood, for neither his ſon, or David, meant to do, 
him ill; he himſelf was the aggreſſor. Doeg was deſirous 
of gaining the favour of the king by informing againſt 
the high-prieſt; but omitted to tell, that Ahimelech 
was induced to aſſiſt David, from a ſuppoſition that he 
came from Saul, 

I need not enlarge on Saul's cruelty, 3 in "EY TREE 
ſo many innocent perſons to deathz nor on Doeg's 
wickedneſs, in executing the horrid ſentence ; but beg 
you will obſerve Saul's great piety, in ONT the 
Lord's prie/ts to be ſlain. 

6 | ether 


DAVvIůDUBö's REMO RSE. 23 


Abiathar the ſon of Ahimelech, was moſt probably 
Wich the Tabernacle, by which means he eſcaped the 
L E maſſacre. David now reflected bn himſelf for his de- 
Leitful conduct, which had occaſioned this fatal cala- 


E | mity; all the recompence he could make, was, to pro- 


niſe his protection to Abiathar, This event ought to 
Caution every perſon to avoid duplicity,, for none can 
poſſibly foreſee the bad conſequences it may be produce - 
'H tive of, | 
= The firſt exploit in which David employed his vas 
| liant troops, was the relief of Keilah, a city belonging 
to the tribe of Judah, which the Philiſtines, encouraged 
by David's diſgrace, and the inteſtine diviſions in Saul's 
kingdom, had beſieged. David, on this occaſion, 
ſhewed that he had all the noble generoſity of a true 
hero; he longed to reſcue. his countrymen from their 
triumphant foes ; but as the enterprize was important, 
he firſt enquired e will of tbe Loren, by means of 
Abiathar, who with the ephod had fled: to him; the 
anſwer was favourable to his wiſhes, far“ the Load 
*<* /aid unto David, go and ſmite the Philiftines, and /ave 
„ Keilah,” David's men were fearful of engaging in 
ſo unequal a combat; to ſatisfy, them therefore, he 
once more enquired the will of the Lord, and then led 
them on to conqueſt. Their victory was ſo compleat, 
that they purſued the Philiſtines into their own land, 
and ſcized a great number of cattle, which afforded a 
ſeaſonable ſupply for his army; he then took up his re- 
ſidence in Keilah, which Saul being informed of, he re- 
ſolved to beſiege David there: but David had again 
| recourſe to Abiathar, to learn what the Loa p required 
| tim 


22 SAUL'S TYRANNY. 


Abide thou with me, fear not: for. he 
that ſeeketh my life, ſeeketh thy life : but 
with me thou ſhalt be in ſafeguard. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that Saul governed in a 
very tyrannical manner, which occaſioned ſome of 
his braveſt officers to revolt from him, and join them- ; 
ſelves to David, with a view to raiſe him to the throne; 
he was however, reſolved to wait the Lok p's time, and 
not to employ thoſe forces againſt his ſovereign, but only 
in defending himſelf againſt the inhabitants of the coun- 
try he might happen to reſide in, When David began to 
appear with his little army, the news was ſoon brought 
to Saul, who immediately encamped with, royal ſtate, 
and calling his ſoldiers together, inſinuated, that Jona- 
than and David were confederated againſt him: had 
the charge been true, he would have deſerved both 
Pity and ſupport ; but it was founded on jealouſy and 
falſehood, for neither his ſon, or David, meant to do 
him ill; he himſelf was the aggreſſor. Doeg was deſirous 
of gaining the favour of the king by informing againſt 
the high-prieſt; but omitted to tell, that Ahimelech 
was induced to aſſiſt David, from a ſuppoſition that he 
came from Saul. 

I need not enlarge on Saul's cruelty, in condemning» 
ſo many innocent perſons to death; nor on Doeg's 
wickedneſs, in executing the horrid ſentence ; but beg 
you will obſerve Saul's great #mpiety, in ordering the 
Lok p's prieſts to be ſlain. | 
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Abiathar the ſon of Ahimelech, was moſt probably 


Vith the Tabernacle, by which means he, eſcaped the 


maſſacre. David now reflected dn himſelf for his de- 
ceitful conduct, which had occaſioned this fatal cala - 
mity; all the recompence he could make, was, to pro- 


Y miſe his protection to Abiathar. This event ought to 
Caution every perſon to avoid dup/icity,, for none can 
poſſibly forcſce the bad conſequences it may be produce 
= tive of. 
ne of | : 


The firſt exploit in which David employed. his va» 
liant troops, was the relief of Keilah, a city belonging 
to the tribe of Judah, which the Philiſtines, encouraged 
by David's diſgrace, and the inteſtine diviſions in Saul's 
kingdom, had beſieged. David, on this occaſion, 


ſhewed that he had all the noble generoſity of a true 


hero; he longed to reſcue. his countrymen from their 
triumphant foes ; but as the enterprize was important, 


he firſt enquired he wil of the Lon, by means of 


Abiathar, who with the ephod had fled to him; the 
anſwer was favourable to his wiſhes, for the Loxp 
«0 {aid unto Dawid, go and /mite the Philiflines, and ſave 
% Keilah,” David's men were fearful of engaging in 
ſo unequal a combat; to ſatisfy them therefore, he 
once more enquired the will of the LoRD, and then led 
them on to conqueſt, Their victory was ſo compleat, 
that they purſued the Philiſtines into their own land, 
and ſcized a great number of cattle, which afforded a 
ſeaſonable ſupply for his army; he then took up his re- 
ſidence in Keilah, which Saul being informed of, he re- 
ſolved to beſiege David there: but David had again 
recourſe to Abiathar, to learn what the Loa p required 
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24 DAVID'S MODERATION. 


him to do in this emergency, and was warned to de- 
part, as the men of the city, notwithſtanding the de- 
liverance he had wrought, would betray him and his 
followers into the hands of Saul: David therefore 
haſtily aſſembled his troops, which were increaſed to 
600, and retired with the utmoſt precipitation, without 
reſolving whither to go, but truſting them and himſelf 
entirely to the guidance of Divine PROVIDEN CE. Da- 


vid's eſcape was a great diſappointment to Saul, but he 


ſtill reſolved to deſtroy him if poſſible : David on the con- 
trary, notwithſtanding his ſucceſs againſt the Philiſtines, 
avoided all hoftilities with Saul ; and inftead of ating 


offenſively againſt him, ſubmitted to « flee as a bird 


* unto the mountains e the place of his retreat was in 
the wilderneſs of Ziph, in a wood ; here he was favour- 
ed with a viſit from his dear friend Jonathan, who 


came privately to him, and in the kindeſt and nobleſt 


manner, encouraged him to truſt in Gop. He re- 
minded him, that he had been anointed captain of the 
Lord's inheritance; he would certainly ſucceed Saul 


in the kingly office, and aſſured him, that for his own 
part, he ſhould never attempt to obſtru his acceſſion 


to the throne, becauſe he would not oppoſe the will of 
the Mosr Hicn, „ who fetteth up one, and putteth 
« dogun another; but ſhould think it a happineſs, be- 
yond what a crown could bring, to be the firſt in his 
affection and eſteem. He likewiſe told David that 
Saul was fully convinced, that the kingdom was de- 
figned by Gov for him, though he continued to perſe- 
cute him. Jonathan and David then joined in a repe- 
titton of their former covenant, and Jonathan departed 

| to 
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JONATHAN'S VISIT. 235 


00 his houſe, for he would not ſtay with David, left it 
mould appear like rebellion againſt his father; neither 
Wwould he countenance Saul in his unjuſt proceedings, 
gainſt a man, of whoſe innocence he was ſo perfectly 
= Convinced. — 5 X's | 
na ſhort time after ſonathan* 8 line, Interview with 
avid, the Ziphites went up to.Saul, and informed 
him of David's haunts ;. promiſing at the ſame time, 
. to deliver him into his hand; he received this intelli- 
cence with the greateſt courteſy, and the utmoſt affecta- 
tion of piety ; ſaying, bl:fed\are ye of the LOR D, for 
« ye have compaſſion on me. Go, I pray you, prepare 
He, and know and ſee the place where his haunt is, 
hs 855 who hath ſeen him there; for it 7s told me that he 
« dealeth very ſubtilly, See, therefore, and take knows- 
© ledge of his Iurking-places, where be hideth himſelf; 
«© and come again ta me with the certainty, and I will ge 
[© With you. And it fhall come to paſs; if he be in the 
« land, I will ſearch him out throughout all the thou- 
« /andi of Fudah.”” The Ziphites, it is ſuppoſed, exe- 
cated Saul's commiſſion ; for he ſoon diſcovered the 
place of David's concealment, and purſued him. Da- 
vid being reſolved to avoid a conteſt with his ſovereign, 
took flight; but would moſt likely have fallen into the 
hands of Saul, had not the king been haſtily called 
away to ppoſe the Philiſtines; this was a moſt provi- 
| ciential deliverance to David, who departed, and took 
up his retreat in the ſtrong holds of En-gedi. On this 
occaſion, the following * pſalm is ſuppoſed to have been 
penn'd. | 


* Chandler's Life of King David, 
Vor. III. 5 


28 DAV ID's ABO PDE. 


A THANKSGIVING. 


Jae ne, O God, & thy name, and judge me 25 thy 
ſtrength. 

Hear my prayer, 2 Gop; 3 gi ve ear 10 tbe avords of 
my mouth. 

For rangers ere riſen up againſl me, and opprefſors 
feet after my foul ; they have not ſet Gov before them. 

Behold, Gop is mine Belper the Lok is with 1 
that uphold my foul. | 

He foall reward evil unto mine enemies; cut them of 
in thy truth, 

1 will freely ſacrifice unto thee; I will AM thy 
name, O LorD, for it is good. 

For he hath delivered me out all trouble : and mine 
eye hath ſeen his deſire upon mine enemies. 


It appears * probable, that David abode ſome time, in 
the ſtrong holds of En-gedi, and that he employed his 
troops in cultivating the country; for we can. hardly 
ſuppoſe that he ſuffered them to remain idle: beſides, 
in his pſalms, he frequently mentions, that “ zhe bar- 
« ren land became fruitful : the wilderneſs a flanding 
«« water, that the LoRD prepared them a table in the 
% preſence of their enemies. That he bleſſed them fo that 
& they multiplied exceedingly, and ſuffered not their cat- 
« tle to decreaſe; from which may be inferred, that 
rural occupations filled up thoſe ſpaces, which would 
otherwiſe have been waſted in idleneſs, and that the 
LokD bleſſed the labours of their hands. It likewiſe 
appears, that David exerciſed his mind in the contem- 


* Delany's Life of King Davide | 
plation 


— 


tion 


DAVIPD'S AB O PDE. 8 


plation of the works of nature; and we may ſuppoſe 
that he inſtructed his followers to admire the wiſdom 
of God, in the creation and government of the world, 
by thoſe charming compoſitions which the Hol x 
Sri AT“ inſpired for kis own comfort, and the bene- 
at of others. | 


* See in particular Pfalm iv, | 
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| | S AUL's LIT E—8S A UL ACKNOWLEDGETH HIS bid 
| InnocEnCY, AND TAKETH AN OaTy of DA. mal 
| | VID anp DEPARTETH——SAMUEL DIETH. 8 
5 ano 
J ND it came to paſs when Saul was re- 8 
ö turned from following the Philiſtines, wor 
1 that it was told him, ſaying, Behold, David dau 
1 | is in the wilderneſs of En-gedi. | wen 
i ; Then Saul took three thouſand choſen D 
. men out of all Iſrael, and went to ſeek Da- of t! 
1 vid and his men upon the rocks of the wild 
| | goats. 


4 And he came to the ſheep-cotes by the 
way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to 
cover his feet: and David and his men re- 
mained in the ſides of the cave. 

# And the men of David ſaid unto him, Be- 

| | hold the day of which the Loxp ſaid unto 

= \ thee, Behold I will deliver thine enemy into 

1 thine hand, that thou mayeſt do to him as it 

l ſhall ſeem good unto thee, Then David 
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DAVID'S FORBEARANCE. 29 


aroſe, and cut off the ſkirt of Saul's robe 
privily. 4 7302-91 Ver! 
And it came to paſs ee think Da- 
vid's heart ſmote him, becauſe hd had cut 


| off Saul's ſkirt. 


And he. ſaid unto his men, The 1 ſive 
bid that I ſhould do this thing unto my 
maſter the Lord's anointed,'to ſtretch forth 
mine hand againſt him, ſeeing he is the 
anointed of the LoRD. 

So David ſtayed his ſervants with theſe 
words, and ſuffered them not to riſe againſt 
Saul. But Saul roſe up out of che cave, and 
went on his way. 

David alſo aroſe afterward, and went out 


of the cave, and cried after Saul, ſaying, My 


lord the king, And when Saul looked be- 
hind him, David ſtooped with his face to the 
earth, and bowed himſelf. 


And David ſaid to Saul, Wherefore TR 


eſt thou men's words, ſaying, Behold, David 
ſeeketh thy hurt ? | 

| Behold, this day thine eyes have ſeen how 
that the Loxp hath delivered thee to day 


- 


into mine hand i in the cave: and ſome bade 


me kill thee, but mine eye ſpared thee: and 
3 I ſaid, 


30 DAVID'S'REMONSTRANCES. 
I faid, I will not put forth mine hand againſt 
my lord; for he is the Loxy's anointed. | 


rl 


Moreover, my father, fee, yea, ſee the ſkirt g 

of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut 
off the ſkirt of thy robe, and killed thee not: th 
know thou and ſee, that there is neither evil w] 
nor tranſgreflion in mine hand, and I have ha 

not ſinned againſt thee: yet thou hunteſt 
my foul to take it. | hit 
The Logp judge between me and the Va 
and the Loxp avenge me of thee: but mine me 
hand ſhall not be upon thee, | 
As faith the proverb of the ancients, ſhe 
Wickedneſs proceedeth from the wicked; of 
but mine hand ſhall not be upon thee. 
After whom is the king of Iſrael come Lo 
dut? after whom doſt thou #61 Ps A aft 
dead dog, after a fe. nar 
The Loxp therefore be judge, and judge 4 
between 'me and thee, and ſee, and plead my wel 
cauſe, and deliver me out of thine hand. the! 
And it came to paſs when David had F: 
made an end of ſpeaking theſe words unto wer 
Saul, that Saul ſaid, Is this thy voice, my and 
ſon David? and Saul lift up his e in and Day 
neſs 


| vept. 


Aud 


DAVID'S OATH TO SAUL. 32 


And he ſaid to David, Thou art more 
righteous than I; for thou haſt rewarded me 
good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 

And thou haſt ſhewed this day how 'that 
thou haſt dealt well with me: foraſmuch as 
when the Loxp had delivered me into thine 
hand, thou killedſt me not. 

For if a man find his enemy, wil 1 let 
him go well away? wherefore the Lokp re- 
ward thee good ſor that thou haſt done unto 
me this day. +131 

And now behold, I bj well that than 
malt ſurely be king, and that the kingdom 
of Iſrael ſhall be eſtabliſhed in thine hand. 

Swear now therefore unto me by the 
Loxd, that thou wilt not cut off my ſeed 
after me, and that thou wilt not deſtroy my 
name out of my father's houſe. 

And David ſware unto Saul. And Saul 
went home: but David and his men gat 
them up unto the hold. 


had And Samuel died: and all the 1 
unto were gathered together and lamented him, 
„ my and buried him in his houſe at Ramah. And 


David aroſe, and went down to the wilder- 
neſs of Paran. | 
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322 CAVE OF EN-GEDI. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 
1 av» >3.35 
In the“ countries inhabited be the Iſraelites ka 
were many-large caves, partly natural, and partly en- 
larged by art, for the ſhelter of ſheep from the heat of 


the ſun. David finding that Saul was in purſuit of him, 


and that if he was confined to the rocks where he had 
taken refuge, he and his army would ſoon be ſtarved ; 

had privately entered into this cave, with ſome of his 
followers ; ; the reſt were probably diſperſed in other 
places. Saul being wearied with the purſuit, turned 


into this very cave to reſt, and it is probable, indulged 


himſelf with a ſhort repoſe. David had now an op- 
portunity of putting an end to his fears, and had he fol- 
lowed the dictates of human policy, he certainly would 
have complied with his friend's advice; but he was ac- 
tuated by nobler principles: truſt in God, and reſpe& 
for his ſovereign ; under whoſe banner, he would glad- 
ly and courageauſly have encountered a hoſt of Philiſtine 
foes, but he feared to lift up his hand againſt the Lox D's 
anointed; and rather choſe to endure all the miſeries of 
perſecution and exile, than advance himſelf to the 
throne, till it ſhould pleaſe Gop to call him to it. 

You find that he felt remorſe for having even put an 
affront upon his king. How muſt Saul have been aſto- 
niſhed, when he heard the voice of David, addrefling 
him in terms of kindneſs, as his king and father; 
holding in his hand ſuch a convincing proof, that he 
meant him no ill; but on the contrary, was reſolved 


* Henry's Annotations, 
| not 


ir 


-DAVID'S PRAYER. 33 


not to be his own avenger. This pathetic ſpeech was 


irreſiſtible ; and even Saul's hard heart was for awhile 
ſoftened ; tears of gratitude ſtreamed from his eyes, 
and his. lips uttered bleſſings on his generous adverſary, 

and acknowledged that David was more 793306 than 
himſelf, 

David, willing to give every poffible oetiof of his 
integrity, took the oath which Saul required, and 
moſt religiouſly. obſeryed it; but as Saul had ſo fre- 
quently violated his ſolemn engagements, David did 
not deſire an oath in return; neither did he ſuppoſe 
that Saul's penitence and reconciliation would be laſt- 
ing; but he had ample cauſe to praiſe the Lok D for 
his goodneſs, in ſupporting his mind under ſuch a con- 
flict, which had procured him the higheſt gratification 
a generous heart can know, that of returning benefits 
for injuries. Having“ eſcaped this danger, and got 
ſafe out of the cave, he compoſed the following 
Pſalm: | 


A PRAYER OF DAVIDE 


1 merciful unto Me, 0 Gow Fo merit unto Ro 
my ſoul truſteth in thee : yea, in the ſhadow of thy wings 
will I make my refuge, until theſe calamities be.overpaſts 

I will cry unto Gor moſt High : unto Gov that per- 
formeth all things for me. 

He fall ſend from: heaven a ſave, 1 me from eh 3 ro- 
proach of him that would ſwallow me up 3 3 GOD you" 
Jend forth his mercy and Bag truth. a 


1 Chandler's Life of King Divid. © F Pſalm vi. 


'& 5 7/229 


34 DEATH OF SAMUEL 


My foul is among lions, and I lie even among them that 
are /et on fire, even the ſons of men, whoſe teeth are ſpears 
and arrows, and their tongue a harp farrd. 

Be thou exalted, O GoD, above the heavens : let thy 


| glory be above all the earth. 


They have prepared a net os my * my „al & t bowed 


down: they have digged a pit before me, into the oy 


whereof they are fallen themſelves, 
My heart is fixed, O Gon, 29 heart is fixed : 7 will 


Ving and give praiſe. 


Awake up am glory, ' awake Maher and harp: 1 


my/elf will awake early. 

1 will praiſe thee, O Lok p, among the n T will 
Ving unto thee among the nations, 

For thy mercy is great unto the heavens, aud thy 2 
uno the clouds. 


Be thou exalted, O Gow, ade the heavens : let 882 


gory be above all the earth. 


4% Samuel“ had been hn judge of Iſrael about 40 
«« years, and having ruled with fo much integrity and 
4 juſtice, no wonder that his death was univerſally 
% amented. He was buried at his own houſe; for 
„there were no places of public ſepulchre in thoſe 
« days: ſepulchres were moſtly in fields and rocks. 
% He was attended by all Ifrael to his grave; and 


* many hundred years after, his remains were removed 


« with equal ſolemnity from Ramah to Conſtanti- 
% nople, by the Emperor Arcadius. 
% As Saul was fo tyrannical, and David in Whcoilty, 


1 the people were very ill-governed ; fo that they had 


% Dclagy's Life of King Davids : 
FOI | « ſufficient 
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ſufficient reaſon to lament the loſs of this holy man, 
who had been devoted to Gop from his very birth, 
had made the ſervice of the Lord, and the welfare 
of his people, his buſineſs and his pleaſure, An 
enemy to avarice and ambition. Samuel had ſet 
aſide his own ſons, as they were unworthy, and 
elected two ſtrangers in ſucceſſion, to the ſupreme 
command. So far from envying his ſucceſſor, that 
he pitied and prayed for him. It were hard to de- 
termine, which was happieſt; his life or his death. 
He lived to the nobleſt purpoſes; the glory of God, 
and the goed of his country : and he died, full of 
years, and univerſally lamented. 

« Such was Samuel! Such always was, and ſuch al- 
ways will be, in a good meaſure, the end of all 
thoſe, whoſe beginnings are laid in true religion; 


whoſe duty i is * W and whoſe Gop their 
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DAVID szxDpETAR To NABAL rox PROVI- 
SIONS—Is REFUSED—DAVID'S ANGER—ABI- 
GAIL'S: InTER POSITION. 


ND there was a man in Maon, whoſe 


man was very great, and he had three thou- 
fand fheep, aud a thouſand goats ; and he 
was ſhearing his ſheep in Carmel. 

Now the name of the man was Nabal; and 
the name of his wife, Abigail; and ſhe was 
a woman of good underſtanding, and of a 
beautiful countenance: but the man was 
churliſh and evil in his doings; and he was 
of the houſe of Caleb. | 

And David heard in the wilderneſs, that 
Nabal did ſhear his ſheep. 

And David ſent out ten young men, and 
David ſaid unto the young men, Get you 
up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet 
him in my name. 

And thus ſhall ye fay to him that liveth 
in proſperity Peace be both to thee, and 
Peace 


poſſeſſions were in Carmel: and the 
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peace be to thine houſe, and Peace be unto 


all that thou haſt. 

And now I have heard that hs haſt 
ſhearers ; now thy ſhepherds which were with 
us, we hurt them not, neither was there 
ought miſſing unto them, all the while they 
were in Carmel. 

Aſk thy young men, and they will ſhew 
thee, Wherefore let the young men find 
favour 1n thine eyes: for we come in a good 
day; give, I pray thee, whatſoever cometh 
to thine hand, unto thy ſervants, ang to thy 
{on David. 

And when David's young men came, they 
ſpake to Nabal according to all thoſe words 
in the name of David, and ceaſed. 

And Nabal anſwered David's ſervants, 
and ſaid, Who is David? and who is the ſon 
of Jeſſe? there be many ſervants now a days 
that break away every man from his maſter. 

Shall I then take my bread and my water, 
and my fleſh that I have killed for my ſhear- 
ers, and give it unto men whom I know not 
whence they be? | 

So David's young men turned their way, 
and went again, and came and told him all 
thoſe ſayings. 


And 
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33 ABIGAIL'S PRUDENCE. 


And David ſaid unto his men, Gird ye on 
every man his ſword. And they girded on 
every man his ſword : and David alfo girded 
on his ſword; and there went up after David 
about four hundred men; and two hundred 
abode by the ſtuff. 

But one of the young men told Abigail 
Nabal's wife, ſaying, Behold, David ſent 
meſſengers out of the wilderneſs to ſalute 
our maſter; and he railed on them. 

But the men were very good unto us, and 
we were not hurt, neither miſſed we any 
thing as long as we were converſant with 
them when we were in the fields. 

They were a wall unto us both by night 
and day, all the while we were with them 
keeping the ſheep. 

Now therefore know and conſider what 


thou wilt do: for evil 1s determined againſt 


our maſter, and againſt all his houſhold : for 
he is ſuch a ſon of Belial that a man cannot 


ſpeak to him. 


Then Abigail made haſte, and took two 
hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine: 


and five ſheep ready dreſſed, and five mea- 
ſures of parched corn, and an hundred cluſ- 


ders 


DAVIDB 's K AGE. 
ters of raiſins, and two hundred cakes of g 
and laid them on aſſes. ' 

And the ſaid unto her. ſervants, Go on 
before me: behold, I come after you. But 
ſhe told not her huſband Nabal. 

And it was ſo, as ſhe rode on the aſs, that 
ſhe came down by the covert of the hill, 
and behold, David and his men came down 
againſt her: and ſhe met them. | 

Now David had ſaid, Surely in vain have 
J kept all that this fellow hath in the wil- 
derneſs, ſo that nothing was miſſed of all 
that pertained unto him; and he hath re- 
quited me evil for good. 

So and more allo do Gop unto the ene- 
mies of David, if I leave of all that pertain 
to him by the morning light one man. 

And when Abigail faw David, ſhe haſted 
and lighted off the afs, and fell before Da- 
vid on her face, and bowed herſelf to the 
ground. 

And fell at his feet, and ſaid, Upon me, 
my lord, upon me let*this iniquity be: and 
let thine handmaid, I pray thee, ſpeak in 
thine audience, and hear the words of thine 
handmaid, 

Let 


— 


40 ABIGAIL'S INTERCESSION. 

Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this 

man of Belial, even Nabal : for as his name 
is, ſo is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is 
with him; but I thine handmaid ſaw not 
the young men of my lord, whom thou didſt 
ſend. 
Now therefore, my lord, as the Loxp 
liveth, and as thy ſoul liveth, ſeeing the 
Lorp hath with-holden thee from coming 
to ſhed blood, and from avenging thyſelf 
with thine'own hand: now let thine ene- 
mies, and they that ſeek evil to my lord, "IM 
as Nabal. 

And now this bleſſing which thine hain: 
maid hath brought unto my lord, let it even 
be given unto the young men that follow 
my lord. 

I pray thee, forgive the treſpaſs of thine 
handmaid. For the lord will certainly make 
my lord a ſure houſe: becauſe my lord fight- 
eth the battles of the LORD, and evil hath 
not been found in thee all thy days. 

Yet a man is riſen to purſue thee, and to 
ſeek thy ſoul : but the ſoul of my lord ſhall 
be bound in the bundle of life with the 
Lear 565 Goo; and the ſouls of thine ene- 

mies, 


DAVID APPEASE D. 417 
mies, them ſhall he ling out, as out of the 
middle of a ſling. 

And it ſhall come to paſs when the Loxp 
ſhall have done to my lord according to all 
the good that he hath ſpoken concerning 
thee, and ſhall have en thee ruler 
over Iſrael; 7: 
That this ſhall be no grief unto thee, nor 
offence of heart unto my lord, either that 
thou haſt ſhed blood cauſeleſs, or that my 
lord hath avenged himſelf; but when the 
Lokp ſhall have dealt well with my lord, 
then remember thine handmaid. 

And David ſaid to Abigail, Bleſſed be the 
Lozp Gop of Iſrael, which ſent thee. this 


day to meet me: 


And bleſſed be thy ivies, and bleſſed be 
thou, which haſt kept me this day from com- 
ing to ſhed blood, and from avcnging my- 


= ſelf with mine own hand. 


For in very deed, as the LorpD Gon of 
Iſrael liveth which hath kept me back from 
hurting thee, except thou hadſt haſted and 
come to meet me, ſurely there had not been 
left unto Nabal, by the morning light, one 


man. 
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42 NAB ALS DEATH. 
So David received of her hand that which 
ſhe had brought him, and ſaid unto her, Go 


up in peace to thine houſe; | ſee, I have 
hearkened to thy voice : and have accepted | 


thy perſon. 
And Abigal came to Nabal, and behold, 


he held a feaſt in his houſe like the feaſt of 


a king: and Nabal's heart was merry within 
him, for he was very drunken : wherefore 
ſhe told him nothing, leſs or more until the 
morning light. | 
But it came to paſs in the morning, when 
the wine was gone out of Nabal, and his 
wife had told him theſe things, that his 
heart died within him, and he became as a 
ſtone. 
And it came to paſs about ten days after, 
that the Loxp ſmote Nabal, that he died. 
And when David heard that Nabal was 
dead, he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord that hath 
pleaded the cauſe of my reproach from the 
hand of Nabal, and hath kept his ſervant 
from evil; for the Lonp hath returned the 
wickedneſs of Nabal upon his own head. 
And David ſent and communed with Abi- 
gail, to take her to him to wife. 


And 


23 


DAVID MARRIETH ABIGAIL. 43 

And when the ſervants of David were 
come to Abigail to Carmel, they ſpake unto 
her, ſaying, David ſent us unto thee to take 
thee to him to wife. 

And ſhe aroſe and band herſelf on her 
face to the earth, and ſaid, Behold, let thine 
handmaid be a ſervant to waſh the feet. of 
the ſervants of my lord. 

And Abigail haſted, and aroſe, and rode 
vpon an aſs with five damſels of her's that 
went after her: and ſne went after the 
meſſengers of David, and became his 
wife. 

David alſo took Xhinoam of 1 and 
they were alſo both of them his wives. 

But Saul had given Michal his daughter, 
David's wife, to Phalti the ſon of Laiſh, 
which was of Gaalim, . | 


ANNOTATIONS aud REFLECTIONS. 


Happy was it for David, as ell as is the men in 
Nabal's family, that Abigail went forth to meet him: 
the means ſhe made uſe of to appeaſe him, ſhew that 


the was a very prudent woman; ſhe certainly was per- 


ſuaded that the Loxp had appointed David to rule 
over Iſrael, and that he was on this account, as well as 


for 
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44 NABAL'S INGRATITUDE. 


for his perſonal merit, entitled to reſpet. There was 
an abſolute neceſſity for her imputing Nabal's churliſhe 
nels to his Hi, in order to ſave his life, as no other 
excuſe. could be offered for him; beſides, we muſt 
conſider that ſhe had great reaſon to blame her huſband 
for the danger to which he had expoſed” his family: 
with the moſt powerful. arguments from honour and 
religion, ſhe endeavoured to keep him from ſhedding 
blood, and entreated him to regard her as the of- 
| fender, imploring his pardon, which ſhe thought he 
had too much generoſity and compaſſion to refuſe, 
This polite and elegant addreſs compoſed his rage, 
and he now thought with horror on the deed he 
intended to have perpetrated : from the manner in 
which David expreſſed his thankfulneſs to Gop for 
preſerving him from this fin, we may conclude he 
would have felt great contrition if he had committed 
it : let us not therefore haſtily accuſe him of cruelty of 
temper; but conſider his provocation. Nabal's beha- 
viour was extremely ungrateful, inſolent, and con- 
temptuous ; and the words he made uſe of will appear 
particularly aggravating, if we conſider them as ad- 
dreſſed to a valiant general at the head of his troops, 
one who was a king's ſon-in-law, and had been anoint- 
ed captain of the Lox D's inheritance. Surely then we 
muſt, inſtead of condemning, admire David's noble 
behaviour in conquering his paſſion as ſoon as he was 
reminded of his duty ; as well as his humility in ac- 
knowledging his obligation to Abigail, whom he u- 
mediately diſmiſſed, that ſhe might relieve the fears of 
her houſhold, 
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may be learnt. Firſt, that it is very dangerous to 
proceed to ar of revenge, wailſt we are under the in- 
fluence of paſſion ; for thoſe who do ſo, will be hurried 
into fins, which may imbitter the remainder of their 
days. It likewiſe teaches us, that a mild and gentle 
behaviour, will generally ſubdue that anger, which 
ariſes in a generous breaſt from a ſenſe of injuries ; Da- 
vid's was of this kind, though immoderate in its de- 
oree ; and therefore he deſerves not to be ranked with 
thoſe implacable characters, who are deaf to all the 
pleadings of reaſon and humanity ; ; who can, like Saul, 

coolly plan the moſt malicious ſchemes, and are not to 
be diverted from the execution of them by * 
means. | : 

From the death of Nabal we may diſcover, that ſuch 
injuſtice as his is very diſpleaſing to the Lox p; and 
that Gop will, himſelf, avenge the cauſe of the 
righteous. It is therefore, much the beſt way to leave 
the chaſtiſement of ingratitude to the ſupreme Judge, 
| who ſeeth the thoughts of every heart, and can deter- 


= poſſible ſhort- A mortals ſhould be capable of 
doing. | 

; We cannot wonder, that David ſhould admire the 
beauty, wiſdom, and elegance of Abigail, and wiſh 
to have ſuch a companion, eſpecially as he had no 
: other way of fhewing his gratitude ; but we regret to 
WT find, that he gave into the cuſtom of the age he lived 
nin, of having ſeveral wives, 
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Tux ZIPHITES DISCOVER DAVID To SAUL— 
He COMETH/ AGAINST DAVID DAVID FIN D- 
ING HIM ASLEEP TAKETH His SPEAR AND 


CRUSE—SAUL acknowLEDGETH His SIN. 


ND the Ziphites came unte Saul to 
G1beah, ſaying, Doth not David hide 
himſelf in the hill of Hachilah, which 1s 


Hefore Jeſhimon ? 
Then Saul aroſe, and went down to the 


wilderneſs of Ziph, having three thouſand | 


choſen men of Iſrael with him, to ſeek Da- 
vid in the wilderneſs of Ziph. | 
And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, 
which 1s before Jeſhimon, by the way. But 
David abode in the wilderneſs, and he ſaw 
that Saul came after him into the wilder- 
nels. 


David therefore ſent out ſpies and under- 


ſtood that Saul was come in very deed. 


And David aroſe, and came to the place | 
where Saul had pitched : and David beheld 
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DAVID ENTERETH SAUL'S CAMP. 47 


the place where Saul lay, and Abner the ſon 
of Ner, the captain of his hoſt. And Saul 
lay in the trench, and the people pitched 
round about him. 

Then anſwered David and ſaid to Ahime- 
lech the Hittite, and to Abiſhai the ſon of 
Zeruiah, brother to Joab, ſaying, Who will 
go down with me to Saul to the camp? and 
Abiſhai ſaid, I will go down with thee. 

So David and Abiſhai came to the people 
by night. And behold Saul lay ſleeping 
within the trench, and his ſpear ſtuck in the 


: ground at his bolſter; but Abner and the 
5 people lay round about him. 

o the 
uſand 


Then ſaid Abiſhai to David, Gop hath 
delivered thine enemy into thine hand this 
day: now therefore let me ſmite him, I pray 
thee, with the ſpear even to the earth at 


once, and I will not ſmite him the ſecond 


time. 
And David ſaid to Abiſhai, Deſtroy him 


| not: for who can ſtretch forth his hand a- 


gainſt the Loxp's anointed and be guiltleſs ? 

David ſaid furthermore, As the Lorp 
liveth, the Lorp ſhall ſmite him: or his day 
ſhall come to die; or he ſhall deſcend into 


battle, and periſh, 


The 


48 DAVID TAK ETH SAUL'S SPEAR, & c. 

The Lord forbid that I ſhould ſtretch 
forth mine hand againſt the Lokp's anoint- 
ed: but I pray thee take thou now the ſpear 
that 1s at his bolſter, and the cruſe of water, 
and let us go. | 

So David oak the ſpear, and the cruſe of 
water from Saul's bolſter ; and they gat them 
away, and no man ſaw it, nor knew it, nei- 
ther awaked : for they were all aſleep ; be- 
cauſe a deep ſleep from the Loxp was fallen 
upon them. 

Then David went over to the other ſide, 
and ſtood on the top of an hill, afar off: a 
great ſpace being berween them : 

And David cried to the people, and to 

Abner the ſon of Ner, ſaying, Anſwereſt 
thou not, Abner? then Abner anſwered and 
ſaid, Who art thou that crieſt to the king? 

And David ſaid to Abner, Art not thou a 
valiant man? and who is like to thee in Iſ- 
rac] ? wherefore then haſt thou not kept thy 
lord the king? for there came one of the 
people in to deſtroy the king thy lord. 

This thing is not good that thou haſt 
done. As the Loxp liveth, ye are worthy 
to die, becauſe ye have not kept your maſ- 
ter the Loxp's anointed. And now ſce 
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DAVID”S REMONSTRANCE. * 


where the King's ſpear is, and: the cruſe of 
water that was at his bolſter, *' 

And Saul knew David's voice, and Gaid, 
Is this thy voice, my ſon David? and David 
ſaid, It is my voice, my lord, O king. 

And he faid, Wherefore doth my lord 
thus purſue after his ſervant? for what have 
I done ? or what evil is in mine hand? 

Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord 
the king hear the words of his ſervant. If 
the Loxp have ſtirred thee up againſt me, let 
him accept an offering: but if they be the 
children of men, curſed be they before the 
Loxp ; for they have driven me out this day 
from abiding in the inheritance of the __ 


WT laying, Go, ſerve other gods. 


Now therefore let not my blood fall to * 


earth before the face of the Lok D: for the 


king of Iſrael is come out to ſeek a flea, as 
when one doth hunt a partridge in the 
mountains. 


Then ſaid Saul, 1 have A return. 


my ſon David: for T will no more do thee: q | 


harm, becauſe my, ſoul was precious in thine 
eyes this day: behold, I have played the 


Vol. III. And 
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And David anſwered and ſaid, Behold the 
king's ſpear; and let one of the en men 
come over and fetch it. 

The Lon render to every man his right 
teouſneſs and his faithfulneſs : for the Lok 
delivered thee into my hand to day, but! 
would not ſtretch forth mine hand 1 
ene Lord's anointed. 

And behold, as thy life was rk ſet by 
this: day in mine eyes, ſo let my life be much 
ſet by in the eyes of the Lox, and let him 
deliver me out of all tribulation. 
Then Saul ſaid to David, Bleſſed be thou, 
my ſon David : thou ſhalt both do great 
things, and alſo ſhalt ſtilbprevail. So David 
went on his way, and Saul returned to his 


_ 


"ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECT IONS. 


When David OPT the dangerous pla 
going into Saul's camp with only one companion, it 15 
ſuppoſed he was prompted to it by the Spirit of the 


Lon D, as in the caſe of his encounter with Goliath; 5 


and that he went in, full confidence of divine protec- 


tion; and it appears, that Saul and his attendants weft : 


Rte: in profound fl 2 by the immediate interpoſ. 
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Saul and his hoſt were, ſoon awake alter David re- 


tired from thence, and ãt as likely, they were convinced 


to the protection of Go. 1 


markable, ; and thews that he 
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tion of Gon, otherwiſe, as they.were active, Marriot, 
ſome of them auld have hgen on the watch. _ 


» 


David: had now a freſh, temptayzon, to deliver kimſelf 


from Saul's ,perſecutiqns, but remained firm to _his 
principles of loyalty, and reſtrained the, band of Abi- 


ſhai, for he had more concern for his innocence, than 
his ſafety; and as he had ſo lately eſcaped the guilt he 
family 40 
death, he reſolved. in the preſent inſtance, not to be 
his own or. but gladly embraced, this new op- 
eyincing his integrity. It appears that 


that the Loxp had cloſed their eyes, and favoured 
Dayid in performing that action, which placed him in 
ſo honourable, A light; 3 it was therefore an, vain to op- 


poſe him; and conviction of his good intentions, ruſhed 
| irreſiflibly,on the mind of Saul, with a conſciquſneſspf 
his own wickedneſs a nd folly ; he, therefore patiently 


likened to the- remonſtrances of David, wr | 


himſelf quite overcome by, his kind neſs '5 


that he would no more d do him 9 David Fon: 0 ach been 


too often deceived by Sahl to truſt to, his fair profeiions, 


which though_ they might be well meant at that time, 
were not likely 10 be laſting ; ; he therefore returned 
what he had taken from him, and committed, Rimſelf 
©3 21h 

Saul's prediction of Paxid's advancemens 3 i- 
did evilfu{ly onpoſeyth® 


Loxp; for he knew that Roy! WAS appointed by. Go 


to ſucceed” him, and yet he reſolved to gut him .of. 
Had he acquieſced in the diſpenſation which his own, 
D2 . impious 
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impious behaviour occaſioned, he might have paſſed the lan 
- remainder of his life with much greater tranquillity. . 

Of all the circumſtances of diſtreſs which David la. 2 
' mented, none was ſo ſevere to him as the being ex. ; 


' cluded from the congregation of Iſrael; for as he was 
driven amongſt idolaters, he and his followers were 
continually expoſed to the temptation of worſhipping 
falſe gods; at leaſt, they were frequently eye-witneſſes 
of thoſe profane rites which were abominations to the 
' Lond; and to behold divine honours paid to idols, 
' muſt have given the utmoſt concern to thoſe who 
were zealous for the true religion. | 
When Saul was departed, David began to concert 
' meaſures for the future ſecurity of himſelf and his 
army; and notwithſtanding the recent inſtances he 
had had of Gop's overruling providence, which pre- 
ſerved him from danger in the midſt of Saul's camp; 
fear operated fo violently on his mind, that without 
_enquiring the avillof the Lox p he conſulted with his 
friends, and in conſequence of their advice, reſolved to 
withdraw from the kingdom, and retire into the land 
of the Philiſtines ; by this ſtep he expoſed himſelf to 2 
variety of temptations. 
It ſeems that ſome revolution had happened amongſt 
this people, for you know that formerly there were 
' five ſovereign princes, and at this time Achiſh ap- 
pears to have been king over all Philiſtia. This prince 
thought it would be greatly to his advantage to de- 
tach ſo valiant a general as David, and his brave 
<roops from the intereſt of their country, eſpecially, 2 
the Philiſtines were — meditating an invaſion on the 
| land 
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land of Iſrael, ſuppoſing that he ſhould by this mean 
confirm an irreconcileable hatred between David and 
Saul and their adherents; ſo that in all probability, 
Achiſh did not act in this matter ſrom motives of real 
kindneſs, but policy: however, he was, nowithſtanding, 
intitled to David' 8 aſſiſtance on all lawful occaſions, as 
Fad he treated him and his followers with great reſpect, and | 
= Ping at David's requeſt, gave him a city to dwell in. Whilſt 
itneſſes Bl he abode there, he made ſome attacks upon the n- ä 
= the f tions who were devoted by Gop to be deſtroyed by the 
Ho Iſraelites, particularly the Gazarites and Geſhurites, | 
115 who were branches of the Amalekites; it was therefore 
David's duty to deſtroy them, as the Loxp had laid. 5 
he would have war with Amalek from generation to. 


H. 


Ted the 
ity. 

vid las 
ng ex- 
1e was 
s were 


concert 


nd 5. « generation; 10 that David, as captain of the Log D's | 
25 N inheritance, was juſtified in putting them all to the 

W ſword. David concealed what he had done, left Achiſh 
1 ſhould ſuſpect that he would proceed to hoſtilities a- 


W gaink his people and their allies, which might occaſion | 
his being expelled from thoſe coaſts ; and with an equi- 
ved to vocation ill becoming his character, told the king of 
5 land Coat, that he had fought againſt ſome of the inhabi- | 
elf to i tants of Judah; which induced Achiſn to place entire 
| confidence in him, from a perſuaſion that he was firmly 
1monglt BY attached to his intereſt ; and knowing David's great 
re were BE valour, he rejoiced in ſuch an ally. Now was David 
üſh * : called to a ſevere trial, for a war broke out with Iſ--_ 
prince Bl racl, and Achiſh (depending on his animoſity to Saul, 
to de- . and thoſe who had joined with him to drive David from : 
, brave N his native country,) propoſed that he ſhould take the 
ally, as command of thoſe guards which attended his royal 
2 on the bo D 7 | perſon 3 
land 5 
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perſon; to chis propoſe” David replied, by fare 


% thou ſpalt fee what thy ſervant can du.: 
We muſt not think ſo hardly of ' David, as to ſup- 


poſe that he really intended to fight againit his own 


people, but that he went with Achiffl in hopes that 
ſome opportunity might offer of preventing an en- 
gagement; or in caſe it was not to be avoided, that he 
might at leaſt ſhew his gratitude to this morareh; by 


giving him protection, and ſaving the lives of ſome of 


his people. But, my dear, you are not able to under- 
ſtand all the arguments that might be produced in 
vindication of David in the preſent inſtance: when 


you are older, you ſhalt" read them in the works of 


the learned. Happily for David, the Philiſtines- were 
jealous of him, and infiſted that Achiſh ſhould ſend 
him back to Ziklag | 

All things are 12065 before hand to the Supreme 
Being, and therefore he might permit David to take 
this ſtep, in order that he ſhould learn, what perplexi- 


ties are the conſequences of mĩſtruſting God, and placing 


too great reliance on human councils. Though David 
conſented to attend Achiſh, we may ſuppoſe” that he 
gladly returned to Ziklag, for he muſt have been 
greatly diſtreſſed to know how to proceed. The king 
diſmiſſed him with the higheſt encomiums on his merit, 


which proves, that David had hitherto conducted him- 


ſelf honourably. During his ſhort abſence, a dreadful 

event happened: for ſome of the Amalekites that re- 

mained, inyaded and ſet fire to the city, and carried all 

the inhabitants, which conſiſted e . women my 
* See Chandler «Life of David. 
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children, into captivity, This was a moſt aflliting 
ſtroke to David, and was perhaps intended to punith 
him for expoſing himſelf to the neceſſity of appearing” 
willing to engage in a bad cauſe ; for had he and his 
ſol'owerz gone with Achiſh to the camp, their fami- 
lies and all their property would have been inevitably 
Tot, David's ſoldiers were fo enraged, that they were 
going to ſtone him; but he implored the afliitance-of 
the Loxd, and calling to Abiathar to fetch the ephod, 
Amalakites, with the promiſe of victory. David 
there/ore, with his army, ſet out on the purſuit, and 
found the enemy revelling and feaſting in the midit of 
their camp; ſo David ſmote them, and gamed a com- 
pleat conqueſt, reſtoring the captives to liberty, and 
recovering all their goods, with the addition of much 
fpoil, part of which conſiſted of a great number of 
flocks and herds; theſe the army gratefully allotted to 
David for his own ſhare. Two hundred ſoldiers had 


been obliged to ſtop by the way, for they were ſo 


overcome with faintneſs and fatigue, that they had not 
power to proceed; thoſe who had taken an active part 
in the battle, refuſed to grant them any ſhare of the 


prey; but David, agreeably to the rules of juſtice, in- 


ſited that they ſhould have their ſhare, as they were 


7 willing to have gone; though not ab/z, and had been 
uſeful in guarding the baggage. 


When David came back to Ziklag he diſpoſed of 
his own portion, by ſending preſents to all thoſe” from 


We whom he had formerly received favours, whilſt be was 

8 driven from place to place; which n that he had 

a very munificent mind. p 
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SAUL Ax D nis ARMY yreParE FOR THE BAT. 
TLE— His CouRAGE FALLETH HiMm—HE CON» 
SULTETH a WITCH AT ENDOR— SAMUEL 
APPEARETH TO HIM. 


5 | OW Samuel was dead, and all Trae 


had lamented him, and buried him 
in Ramah, even in his own city: and Saul 
had put away. thoſe that had familiar fpirits, 
and the wizards, out of the land. 

And the Philiſtines gathered themſelves 
together, and came and pitched in Shunem : 
and Saul gathered all Iſrael together, and 
they pitched in Gilboa. 

And when Saul ſaw the hoſt of the Phi- 


liſtines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly 


trembled. 


And when Saul enquired of the Lox, the 


Lokp anſwered him not, neither by dreams, 
nor by Urim, nor by prophets. | 
Then ſaid Saul unto his ſervants, Seck 
me a woman that hath a familiar ſpirit, 
| | | that 


os 15, 
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Wcried with a loud voice: 
Pake to Saul, ſaying, 
ceived me ? for thou art Saul. 
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that I may go to her and enquire, of her. 
And his ſervants ſaid to him, Behold, there 
is a woman that hath a familiar ſpirit at 
Endor. . 

And Saul diſguiſed himſelf, and put on 
other raiment, and he went, and two men 
with him, and they came to the woman by. 
night. And he ſaid, I pray thee, divine un- 
to me by the familiar ſpirit, and bring me 
him up whom I ſhall name unto thee.. 

And the woman ſaid unto him, Behold, 
thou knoweſt what Saul hath done, how he 


bath cut off thoſe that have familiar ſpirits, . 


and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore-. 
then layeſt thou a ſnare for my life, to cauſe 
. 

And Saul ſware to her by the Lon, ſay- 
ing, As the Loxp liveth, there ſhall no 
puniſhment happen to thee for this thing. 

Then ſaid the woman, Whom ſhall I. 


W bring up unto thee ?. and he ſaid, Bring me 


up Samuel. . 
And when the woman ſaw Samuel, ſhe: 
and the woman 


Why haſt thou de- 


that 


SS WITCH OF END OR. 
And the king ſaid” untb her, Be not 
afraid: for what ſaweſt thou? and the wo- 


Am 
thin 


man ſaid unto Saul, I ſaw gods aceading N 
out of the earth. rael 
And he ſaid unto her, What form is he tine. 
of? and ſhe ſaid, An old man' cometh up; bons 
and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul T1 ive; 
perceived that it was Samuel, and he ſtoop- Phil 
ed with his face to the opc and Amer _ 
himſelf. eart! 
And Samuel ſaid to Saul, wyuy haſt thou wor, 
diſquieted me, to bring me up? and Saul in k. 
anſwered, I am ſore diſtreſſed: for the Phi- day 
liſtines make war againſt me, and Gop is A 
departed from me, and anſwereth me no i that 
more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: Beh. 
therefore I have called thee, that thou may- voic 
eſt make known unto me what I ſhall do. and 
Then ſaid Samuel, Wherefore then doſt thou 
thou aſk of me, ſeeing the Lord is depart- N 
ed from thee, and is become thine enemy? MW ali | 
And the Lorp hath done to him, as he let en 
ſpake by me: for the Loxp hath rent the eat, 
kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thou 
thy neighbour, even to David. 5. 
| Becauſe thou obeyedſt not the voice of tie But 
Loxd, nor executedſt his fierce wrath upon Com] 


Amalek, | 
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not Amalek, therefore hath the Lon p done this 
O- thing unto. thee this day. | | 
ling Moreover, the Loxp will alſo deliver Iſ. 
rael with thee into the hand of the Philiſ- 
s he tines: and to-morrow ſhalt thou and thy 
up; WM ſons be with me: the Loxp alſo: ſhall de- 
Saul liver the hoſt of Iſrael into the hand of the 
50p- ME Philiſtines. 
wed BE Then Saul fell ſtraightway all along on the 
a earth, and was ſore afraid becauſe of the 
thou words of Samuel : and there was no ſtrength 
Saul in him; for he had eaten no bread all the 
Phi- day nor all the night. | 
JD is And the woman came unto Saul, and, ſaw 
2 no that he was fore troubled, and ſaid unto him, 
ams: WH Behold, thine handmaid hath obeyed thy 
may- voice, and I have put my life in my hand, 
0. and have hearkened unto thy words which 
doſt BW thou ſpakeſt unto me. 6 
parts Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou 
ny? alſo unto the voice of thine handmaid, and | 
as he let me ſet a morſe] of bread before thee; and 
it the eat, that thou mayeſt have ſtrength, when 


| 5 thou goeſt on thy way. 

: But he refuſed and ſaid, I will not eat. 

But his ſervants, together with the woman, 

compelled him; and he hearkened unto 
D 6 their 
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their voice. So he aroſe from the earth, and 
fat upon the bed. 

And the woman had a fat calf in the 
houſe, and ſhe haſted, and killed it, and 
took flour, and kneaded it, and did bake 
unleavened bread thereof. | 

And ſhe brought it before Saul, and be- 
fore his ſervants; and they did eat. Then 
they roſe up, and. went away that night. 


ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS.. 


'The terror which Saul ſuffered at the fight of the 
Philiſtine army was very natural to a guilty mind: 
had he kept to his duty he would have had no cauſe to 
tremble, for in that caſe he might, with- the utmoſt 
confidence, have enquired the will of the Loxy. 
«& But + how could he who had murdered the prieſts, 
conſult. the holy oracle? And after having lighted 
the admonitions of: Samuel, expe& to be. anſwered. 
by prophets: neither. could he hope for direction by 
a dream from Gop; for Ire had forfeited all the aids 
of the holy Spirit.” He had alſo by his cruel per- 
fecutions driven David away, and many brave officers, 
the flower of Saul's army. had. with him joined the. 


enemy, ſo-that his fituation was truly deplorable ; but | : | 
he was the author of his own wretchedneſs, and ought 
therefore to have humbled himſelf, and implored the 


+ Henry's Annotations. 
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mercy of God ; inſtead of doing ſo, he had recourſe to 
an expedient which he could not be ignorant was an un- 
lawful one; for he had in the beginning of his reign, 
from a full con viction that diabolical arts were abo- 
minable to the Los p, deſtroyed all thoſe who were 
known to practiſe them. | 
Saul had lived in a continued courſe of preſumptu- 
ous fin; and J am ſure, my dear, from what you have 
read, you will readily allow that he deſerved to be re- 
jecked of Gop, who had. ſhewn ſo much. forbearance to- 
wards him. His diſobedience in reſpect to Agag and 
the Amalekites, made him z»f* to be any longer 
*« captain of the Lox D's inheritance ;”? and therefore Da- 
vid had been anointed in his ſtead, and the promiſe of 
the kingdom. was at the ſame time given him, for the 
Lord knew that Saul would not repent: but David 
was not permitted to dethrone Saul, who. might have en- 
joyed a peaceable reign by his aſſiſtance, had he humbly 
ſubmitted to the juſt puniſhment that was inflicted on 
him (as Moſes did to his diſappointment in reſpect to 
the land of Canaan, and Eli to the preference given to- 
Samuel.) But when. Saul learnt that another was pre 
ferred before him, and perceived that the Spirit of the- 
Lord. was on David, from which he concluded him 
to be the man, he reſolved to oppoſe the purpoſes 
of Gop, by putting David to death. His cruel de- 


ſigns proved ineffectual, and finding himſelf and king- ; 


dom in the moſt imminent danger, his ſpirits ſunk to 
the depth of deſpair.; he was ſolicitous to know what 
would really be the event of the battle, therefore made 
uſe of the uſual ceremonies for learning the will of the 
Lord ; but as is heart was not right towards Gow, 

they 
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they were to no purpoſe. He now lamented the loſs 
of Samuel, and formed a deſperate reſolution of trying 
whether he could bring him from the dead by magic 


ſpells; for this purpoſe he went in the * to the 
witch of Endor. 


Witches, wizards, ſorcerers, &c. ſo frequently men- 


tioned in ſcripture, were perſons who pretended to hold 
intercourſe with ſpirits, and by their means to foretel 
future events: it is ſuppoſed that they made uſe of a. 
number of fuperſtitious ceremonies, in order to engage 
the aſſiſtance of evi beings in miſchievous practices, 
and the diſcovery of hidden things: ſuperſtition is very 
eredulous, and therefore, people who had more curioſity 
than religion, were led to ſuppoſe, from the ſtrange 
words theſe perſons uttered, that they were really poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſupernatural knowledge, and could converſe 
with ſouls in a ſtate of ſeparation from the body; but I 
hope, my dear, you will not believe that evil /pirits 
ean reveal, or any human being poſſibly diſcover, what 
it pleaſes Gop. to conceal ; that any arts can prevail to 
bring ſpirits into this world; or that departed” fouls: 
can aſſume bodies when they pleaſe, and become viſible 
to mortal ſight: they are no more able to come to us, 
than we to go to them. The Creator of all things 
eertainly could clothe the ſoul. of Samuel with a ble 
form, in order that he might repeat and confirm the 
ſentence he had formerly been commanded to denounce: 
againſt Saul, and to aſſure him that it was going to be 
put immediately in execution; but authors * who: 
have carefully conſidered the ſubject ſay, that the re- 


* Chandler's Life of David, and Dr. Sharpe's Introduction to 
- Univerſal Hiſtory, 1 : 
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S AMUE L's APPEARANCE. 6x 
lation we have of this event, will not admit of ſuch a 
cönſtruction. J am not qualified, my dear, to decide 
this difficult queſtion, but will tell you how they ſup- 
poſe it ſhould be underſtood. It is their opinion, that 
the woman 4zew Saul (which ſhe might well do if ſhe” 
had never ſeen him before, for he was the talleft man 
in the kingdom) and that ſhe had acquired a power of 
ſpeaking with tue worces, by which ſhe deceived the 
king into a belief, that he actually heard the prophet. 
The anſwer which Saul made when ſhe demanded in 
Samuels name why he had brought him up ? And the 
knowledge ſhe had in common with the reſt of the Iſ- 
raelites, that Saul was KEIEeTED and David preferred, 
| enabled her to make a reply which agreed with Gop's- 
ſentence formerly delivered by the prophet, and ſhe 
| might eaſily conjecture that Saul and his ſons would 
fall in battle :, or we may ſuppoſe with ſome degree of 
probability, that this ſorcereſs might be commanded to- 
utter theſe words, as Balaam was to propheſy in favour 
of Iſrael, However, my dear, as we cannct come to 4 
certainty about it, let us read the ftory with hamility 
of mind, and reſt aſſured; that whether Samuel appeared 
or not, the whole tranſaction was ordered by Divine 
Providence, to awaken Saul to a ſenſe of his fin, that 
he might ſpend the laſt hours of his life in repentance ; 
but though we read, that when he found there was no 
hopes of ſucceſs remaining, he threw himſelf on the 
ground in agonies of diſtreſs; we do not find, that he 
expreſſed either ſorrow or contrition for the crimes that 
had reduced him to this miſerable ſtate, he certainly 
thought that Samuel had ſpoken to him, and therefore 
we are taught by his example, that if /inners are not 

| « 10 
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to be reformed by the revealed will of Gop declared ty. 
Moſes and the propbets, neither as they be converted 
if one comes to them from the de | 

I hope,. my dear, you will not «be led from this ac- 
count of. Samuel to be fearful of Gos rs, as no SPIRIT 
can appear but by the miraculous power of Gob, which 
the preſent ſtate of religion. does not require to be ex- 
erted ; for this reaſon you may be ſure, that all the 
fooliſh ſtories of apparitions, that are told by ſuper- 
flitious people, have no foundation in truth, but are 
the product of. a. weak imagination; never“ give. 
way therefore to gloomy preſages and terrors of mind, 
nor indulge a deſire to.pry into futurity.;. but fortify 
your ſoul againſt them, by ſecuring the friendſhip. 
and protection of that Being, who diſpoſes:of events 
and governs futurity. When you lay down to ſleep, 
recommend yourſelf. to his care: when you awake, 
give yourſelf up to his direction. Amidſt all the 
evils that threaten you, look up to him for help, and. 
doubt not but he will either avert them, or turn them, 
to. your. advantage- Though you know neither the 
time nor manner of your death, nor what will befal. 
you in this life, be not. ſolicitous about it; becauſe. 
you may be ſure, that Gop knows all, for he views 
the avhbole of our exiſtence, not only what is paſſed, 
but what 7s 10 come, and will not fail to comfort and 
ſupport us on all. occaſions.“ 


* Spectator, vol. i. No. Ta. 


SECT: 


„ * 
red by. 3 | | 
verted 


his ac. SECT Ver 
PIRIT M | 

which 
be ex- 
all the 
ſuper- 
ut are 
give 
mind, 


Tur BarTLs or GILBOA—SAUL's SONS sr AR 
—SAUL any His ARMOUR - BEARER KILL. 
THEMSELVES—The KINDNESS Of THE Mx OP 
JABESH-GILE AD. . 


fortify OW the Philiſtines fought againſt Iſ- 


4 — rael; and the men of Iſrael fled from 
ſleep, before the Philiſtines, and fell down ſlain in 
wake, mount Gilboa. 


the 
, and. 
them, 
r the. 
befal. 
cauſe. 


And the Philiſtines followed hard after 
Saul, and after his ſons ; and the Philiſtines 
ſlew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchi- 
ſhua the ſons of Saul. | 
= And the battle went ſore againſt Saul, and 
W the archers hit him, and he was wounded of 
che archers. : 
” Then ſaid Saul to his armour-bearer, ; 
W Draw thy ſword, and thruſt me through 
W therewith ; left . theſe uncircumciſed come, 
and abuſe me. But his armour-bearer would 
not; 


views 


aſſed, 


t and: 


» 


56 SAULYS DEATH. 


not; for he was ſore afraid. So Saul took a 
fword, and fel] upon it: 

And when his armour-bearer ſaw that 
Saul was dead, he fell likewiſe on the ſword, 
and died. 


So Saul died, and his- three ſons, and all 


kls houſe died together. 

And when all ako men of Iſrael that were 
in the valley ſaw that they fled, and that Saul 
and his ſons were dead, then they forſook 


their. cities, and fled ;. and the Philiſtines. 


came and dwelt in them. 

And it came to paſs on the morrow, when 
the Philiſtines came to ſtrip the ſlain, that 
they found Saul and his ſons fallen in mount 
Gilboa. 

And when they had ſtripped him, they 
took his head, and his armour, and ſent into 
the land of the' Philiſtines round about, .to 
carry tidings unto their idols, and to the 
people. 

And they put his armour in the houſe of 
their gods, and faſtened his head-in the tem- 
ple of Dagon. 

And when all Jabeſh-gilead heard all that 
the Philiftines had done to Saul, 

| | They 
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They arofe; all the valiant men, and took 
away the body of Saul, and the bodies of his i 
ſons, and brought them to Jabeſh, and 
buried their bones under the oak 1 in . ä 
and faſted ſeven days. | 
8o Saul died for his Water n which he 
committed againſt the Lord, even againſt 
the word of the Loxp which he — not, 
and alſo for afking counſel of one that had a 
familiar fpirit; to enquire of it: | 
And enquired not of the Lonv: there- 
fore he ſlew him, and turned the kingdom 
unto David the ſon of Jeſſe, 


ANNOTATIONS. ax REFLECTIONS. | 
«Tt * ſeems probable, chat Saul was attacked in his 
camp ſoon after he returned from Endor; and that 
the Philiſtines might be encouraged to this attempt 


by ſome ſecret information of Saul's, having ſtolen 
out the evening before; for had he attacked the 5 


nem, where they were encamped. F 

N practice of fighting with bows and arrows was 
not at chat time in general uſe, and thoſe amongſt 
; the Iſraelites who were expert at it had reſorted 
o David; fo that the Philiſtines who had brought 


* . Life of King David. 
archers 


68 SAU L/S SUICIDE 


archers with them had great advantage over the Iſ- 


raelites, becauſe they were not prepared for this way 


of fighting, and being taken by ſurprize their camp 


muſt have been in great confuſion.” Saul's ſons were 
very valiant, and without doubt uſed their utmoſt 
efforts to repel the enemy, but were ſoon overpower- 


ed ; and perceiving that their father fled, might think 
it vain to make farther reſiſtance; however, they died as 


many heroes have done, by the hand of their foes, and 


brought no imputation on their courage; but Saul in 


his laſt act, ſnewed that cowardice, which generally ac- 
companies a guilty conſcience; for finding that his 
ſons, were dead, that the Philiſtines were in hot purſuit, 
and that he could no way eſcape, he reſolved he would 


not fall a/zve into their hands : this circumſtance ſhews, 
that he had not a religious mind; otherwiſe, let his 
diſtreſs have been ever ſo great, he would not have in- 
curred the guilt of murder. Saul flew himſelf to 
avoid being abuſed by the Philiſtines, but could not 
preſerve his corps from the indignities they offered to 


By The men of Jabeſh Gilead gratefully remembered 
the ſervices he had performed for them againſt Nahaſh,. 
which made them hazard their lives to recover the bo- 
dies of him and his ſons ; to which they paid all the 
honour they could, by burning ſpices over them, and. 
faſting ſeven days till evening; this was a ſhort mourn- 
ing, and there does not appear to have been a general 
lamentation; perhaps, the diſturbance of the times 


would not admit of it. 


« If * this attack of the Philiſfines was encouraged 
by the intelligence of Saul's having ftolen out of the 


* Delany's Life of King Davie, © 


camp, 


SAUL'S TRANSGRESSION. 6g 


camp, then his applying to the witch of Endor, was 
the immediate cauſe of his deſtruction, and he died 


for his tranſgreſſion, aohich he committed againſt the 
Lox p, even the avord of the LORD, awhich he kept not; 


and on for aſking one who bad a familiar ſpirit to 


enquire.” 
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| hard 
NOW it came to paſs after the death A 
of Saul, when David was returned me, 
from the flaughter of the Amalekites, and Here 
| David had abode two days in Ziklag : A. 
| It came even to paſs on the third day, WM I ani 
| that behold, a man came out of the camp] H 
| from Saul, with his clothes rent, and earth upor 
| upon his head: and ſo it was, when he came upor 
[ to David, that he fell to the earth, and did Sc 
| obeiſance. | cauſ 
And David ſaid unto him, From whence i that 
| comeſt thou? And he ſaid unto him, Out of that 
li the camp of Iſrael am I eſcaped. that 
| | And David ſaid unto him, How went the then 
| | matter ? I pray thee, tell me. And he an- 'T 
ji ſwered, That the people are fled from the and 
g battle, and many of the people alſo are fallen were 


1 and 


7H 


DA- 


eath 
rned 
and 


day, 


amp 


arth 
ame 
did 


nce 
t of 


the 
an- 
the 
len 
and 
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| and dead, and Saul and Jonathan his fon are 


dead allo. 

And David ſaid unto the young man that 
told him, How knoweſt thou that Saul and 
Jonathan his ſon be dead ? 

And the young man that told him, ſaid, 
as I happened by chance upon mount G1l- 


boa, behold, Saul leaned upon his ſpear: 


and lo the chariots and horſemen followed 


hard after him. 


And when he looked WER" TONE he ſaw 
me, and called unto me: and I anſwered, 
Here am I. 


Andche aid unte un We a ed 


J anſwered him, I am an Amalekite. 

He ſaid unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, 
upon me, and ſlay me: for anguiſh is come 
upon me, becauſe my life is yet whole in me. 

So I ſtood upon him, and flew him, be- 
cauſe I was ſure that he could nat live after 
that he was fallen: and I took the crown 
that was upon his head, and the bracelet 


that was on his: arm, and have brought 


them hither unto my lord. J 124.058 
Then David took hold on his dlothes, 

and rent them, and like wiſe all the men that 

were with him. | | 


" al 
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And they mourned and wept, and faſted 


until even, for Saul and for Jonathan his 


fon, and for the people of the Loxp, and 
for the houſe of Iſrael, becauſe they were 
fallen by the ſword. 

And David ſaid unto the young man that 


told him, Whence art thou? And he an- 


ſwered, I am the ſon of a ſtranger, an Ama- 
lekite. 

And David ſaid unto him, How waſt thou 
not afraid to ſtretch forth thine hand, to 
deſtroy the Loxp's anointed ? 

And David called one of the young men, 
and ſaid, Go near and fall upon him, And 
he ſmote him that he died. 
And David faid unto him, Thy blood be 
upon thy head: for thy mouth hath teſtified 
againſt thee, ſaying, I have ſlain the Lord's 
anointed, | | 

And David lamented with this lamenta- 
tion over Saul, and over Jonathan his ſon, _ 


(Alſo he bade them teach the children of 


Judah the uſe of the bow: behold it is Writ - 
ten in the book of Jaſher) | 
The beauty of Iſrael is ſlain upon the high 


places: how are the mighty fallen! 
3 5 Tell 


DAVID'S LAMENTATION. 73 


Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the 
treets of Aſkelon : leſt the daughters of the 
Philiſtines rejoice, leſt the daughters of the 
uncircumciſed triumph. 

Ye mountains 'of Gilboa, let there * no 
dew, neither let there be rain upon you, nor 
fields of offerings: for there the ſhield of 
the mighty is vilely caſt away, the ſhield of 
Saul, as though he had not been anointed © 
with oil. 

From the blood of the ſlain, from the fat 
of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned 
not back, and the ſword of Saul returned 
not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and plea- 
fant in their lives, and in their death they 
were not divided : they were ſwifter than 
eagles, they were ſtronger than lions. 

Ye daughters of Iſrael weep over Saul, 
who cloathed you in ſcarlet, with other de- 


lights, who put on ornaments of 25 Upon 


your apparel. 

How are the mighty fallen in the midſt 
of the battle! O Jonathan, thou waſt ſlain in 
thine high places. 

I am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Jona- 
than: very pleaſant haſt thou been unto 

Vo HI. | E | me: 
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me: thy love to me was wonderful, paſſing bon 
the love of women. . con 
How are the mighty fallen, and the wea- on 

| - the 

4! 

pons of war periſhed ! 5 
1 
leſſo 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. a 
that 


David was ſurprized at the ſight of the man who ap- done 
peared before him as the meſſenger of evil tidings, and gene 
eagerly enquired from whence he came. It is likely vind 
that David had already heard the event of the battle, Fr 


but might not have received a certain account of the . 
manner of Saul's and Jonathan's death; the tale which | « di 
he now heard ſeems to have been invented with a view ſome 
of obtaining a reward from David ; for the ſcripture WW verna 
ſays, that Saul was dead befare is armour-bearer killed betwe 
himſelf. . So far was David from rejoicing, that he ex- Ho 


preſſed the utmoſt affliction, and ſhewed a noble reſent- W friend 
ment againſt the perſon who boaſted of having ſlain the BM him v 
Loxp's anointed. This man owned himſelf to be an inſtant 
Amalekite, and therefore David was fully juſtified in Doe 
commanding him to be put to deatk ; and gave a con- the de; 
vincing proof, that he was zealous for public juſtice, in MW ſuffer | 
preference to private intereſt, bore it 
When the firſt violent emotions of grief for the diſ- uiries 
graceful death of the king of Iſrael, and the loſs of his What in 
beloved friend Jonathan were a little abated, David erimes 


gompoſed that beautiful elegy which you have juſt frequen 
read : it is pathetic and affecting in the higheſt degree. remeſt ; 
«© David's * ſorrow for Saul's unhappy fate made him Vure 


Us 1 
> Delany's Life of David. wu 


forget 


JONATHAN'S DEATH. 35 


forget his cruelty and injuſtice towards him, and he 
conſidered him as a brave man, a valiant leader, a 
magnificent prince of Gov's own appointment, and 
the father of Jonathan, nearly allied alſo to himſelf 
by marriage.” | | 

David's behaviour in this inſtance is an excellent 
leſſon, teaching us to avoid per/onal reflections on thoſe 
that have injured us, as it is poſſible they may have 
done many praiſe-worthy actions; and that it is un- 


Ca- 


ap- 
_ W generous to ſpeak ill of the dead, becauſe they. cannot 
kely vindicate their own characters. 

ttle, From the expreſſion that Saul and Fonathan were 
F the « lovely in their lives, and in their death they were not 
/hich | divided, we may infer, that though Jonathan on 
view ſome particular occaſions, felt the effects of Saul's ungo- 
pture vernable temper, there was in general great harmony 
z11led | between them. ; 

e ex- How tender is David's lamentation for this dear 
eſent- friend! He had reaſon to ſay that Jonathan's love to 
in the him was q wonderful; for ſurely never was there ſuch an 
be an inſtance of diſintereſted friendſhip ! | | 
led in Does it not give you great pain my dear, to read of 


the death of this amiable man? y it pleaſed Gov to 
fuffer him to be cut off, we are not told, and there- 
W fore it is not right to indulge ourſelves in fruitleſs en- 


. 


2 con- 
ice, in 


he diſ- quiries. We ſhould in ſuch caſes, always call to mind, 
of his that in the pre/ext world we muſt not expect to ſee 
David crimes or virtues fully recompen/ed; for here the wicked 
ve juſt frequently proſper, whilſt good perſons endure the ex- 
degree. remeſi affliction : but we may aſſure ourſelves, that in 


Juture fate, every one will receive the juſt reward of 
1s actions; and there might David hope to meet 
| E 2 again, 


de him 


forget 


56 FRIENDSHIP OF ACHISH. 


again, the dear friend whom the fate of war had ſepa- 
rated from him. 

I muſt not omit to mention, that the friendſhip of 
Achiſh towards David ſeems to have continued; other- 
wiſe we may ſuppoſe, that he would have endeavoured 
to improve the victory he had gained over Saul, to 
effect the entire overthrow of Iſrael. 
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OW there came to David at Ziklag: 
whilſt he kept himſelf. cloſe becauſe 
| of Saul the ſon of Kifh, mighty men, help- 
ers of the war, 

They were armed with bows, and could 
uſe both the right hand and the left in hurl- 
ing ſtones, and ſhooting arrows out of a bow, 
and they were even of Saul's brethren of 


Benjamin. 
And of the Gadites there ſeparated tow. 


felves unto David, into the hold to the wil- 
derneſs, men of might, and men of war fit 
ſor the battle, that could handle ſhield and 
buckler, whoſe faces were like the faces 
of lions, and were as ſwift as the roes upon 
the mountains. 
And there fell ſome of Manaſſeh to David 
CT. (when he came with the Philiſtines againſt 
Saul to battle, but they helped them not, 
E 3 ſor 


— «˙ ] ] 


28 DAVID ANON TED BY JUDAH. 
for the lords of the Philiſtines, upon adviſe- 


ment, ſent him away, ſaying, He will fall of 
to his maſter Saul, to the jeopardy of our be 
heads) | kin 
And they helped David againſt the band hay 
of the rovers: for they were all mighty men F, 
of valour, and were captains in the hoſt, _ trut 
For at that time day by day, there came this 
to David to help him, until it was a great thir 
| hoſt, like the hoſt of Gop. 1 
And it came to paſs after this, that David ene 
enquired of the Loxp, ſaying, Shall I go up Sau 
into any of the cities of Judah? And the lav. 
Loxp ſaid unto him, Go up. And David B 
ſaid, Whither ſhall I go up? And he faid, Sau] 
unto Hebron. and 
So David went up thither, and his two he m 
wives alſo, Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs, and houf 
Abigail Nabal's wife the Carmelite. A 
And his men that were with him did Da- | vant 
vid bring up, every man with his houſhold: out f 
and they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. A 
And the men of Judah came, and there ſerva 
they anointed David king over the houſe of ther 
Judah: and they told David, ſaying, That down 
the men of Jabeſh-gilead were they that and t 


buried Saul. 


And 


AB NE R AND IO AB. 79 


1 And David ſent meſſengers unto the men 
fall of Jabeſh-gilead, and ſaid unto them, Bleſſed- 
our he ye of the Lord, that ye have ſhewed this. 
kindneſs unto your lord, even unto Saul, and 
and have buried him. | | | 
nen And now the Lok p ſhew kindneſs and 
| truth unto you: and I alſo will requite you 
me this anne becauſe ye have done this 
reat thing, 

Therefore nu let your hands be ſtrength- 
wid ened, and be ye valiant: for your maſter 
up Saul is dead, and alſo the houſe of Judah 
the llave anointed me king over them. 
wid But Abner the ſon of Ner, captain of 
aid, Saul's hoſt, took Iſh-boſheth the ſon of Saul, 

and bronght him over to Mahanaim. And 
two he made him king over all Ifrael, bur the 
and houſe of Judah followed David. | 
0 And Abner the ſon of Ner, and the ſer⸗ 
Da- vants of Iſh-boſheth the ſon of Saul, went 
old: out from Mahanaim, to Gibeon. 

And Jab the ſon of Zeruiah, and the 
here ſervants of David went out, and met toge- 
ſe of ther by the pool of Gibeon: and they ſat 
That down, the one on the one fide of the pool, 
that and the other on the other ſide of the pool. 


4: And 


8% As AH E LVS PURSUIT. 


And Abner ſaid to Joab, Let the young 
men now ariſe, and play before us. And 
Joab ſaid, Let them ariſe. 

Then there aroſe and went over by number 
twelve of Benjamin, which pertained to Iſh- 
boſheth the fon of Saul, and twelve of the 
ſervants of David. 

And they caught every one his fellow by 
the head, and thruſt his ſword in his fellow's 
- fide; fo they fell down together: wherefore 
that place was called Helkath-hazzurim, 
which is in Gibeon. 

And there was a very ſore battle that day: 
and Abner was beaten, and the men of II. 
rael, before the ſervants of David. 

And there were three ſons of Zerviah 
there, Joab, and Abiſhai, and Aſahel: and 
Aſahel was as light of foot as a wild roe. 

And Aſahel purſued after Abner, and in 
going he turned not to the right hand, nor 
to the left, from following Abner, 

Then Abner looked behind him, and ſaid, 
Art thou Aſahel ? And he anſwered, I am. 

And Abner ſaid to him, Turn thee aſide 
to thy right hand or to thy left, and lay thee 


hold on one of the young men, and take 
_ thee 


ASAMEL EAI @ 


thee his armour. But Aſahel would not 
turn aſide from following of him. 

And Abner ſaid again to Afahel, Turn 
thee aſide from following me: wherefore 
ſhould I ſmite thee to the ground ? how: 
then ſhould I hold up my face to Joab thy 
brother ? 

Howbeit he refuſed to turn aſide : where- 
fore Abner with the hinder end of the ſpear. 
ſmote him under the fifth rib, that the ſpear 
came out behind him; and he fell down 
there, and died in the ſame place: and it 
came to paſs, that as many as came to the 
place where Aſahel fell down and died, ſtood. 
{ti}, 

Joab alſo and Abiſhai purſued after Ab- 
ner: and the ſun went down when: they 
were come to the hill of Ammah, that lieth 
before Giah, by the way of the wilderneſs of 


| Gibeon. 


And the children of Benjamin gathered 


_ themſelves together after Abner, and be- 


came one troop, and ſtood on the top of 
an hill. 

Then Abner called to Joab, and ſaid, 
Shall the ſword devour for ever? knoweſt 
thou not that it will be bitterneſs in the lat- 

E 5 ter 
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ter end? how long ſhall it be then ere thou 
bid the people return from following their 
brethren ? 

And Joab ſaid, As Gop liveth, unleſs thou 
hadſt ſpoken, ſurely then in the morning the 
people had gone up every one from follow- 
ing his brother. 

80 Joab blew a trumpet, and all he 
W ie ed ſtill, and purſued after Lirael n no 
more, neither fought they any more. 


And Abner and his men walked all that 


night through the plain, and paſſed over 

Jordan, and went through all Bithron, and 
they came to Mahanaim. 

And Joab returned from following Ab- 
ner: and when he had gathered all the 
people together, there lacked of David's 
ſervants nineteen men, and Aſahel. 


But the ſervants of David had ſmitten of 


Benjamin and of Abner's men, ſo that three 
hundred and threeſcore men died. 


And they took up Aſahel, and buried him 
in the {cpulchre of his father, which was in 


Bethlehem: and Joab and his men went all 


night, and they came to Hebron at the 
break of day. 
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CITY OF HEBRON. 33 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


David had a noble army under his command, yet he 
did not offer to pofſe/5 himſelf of the throne, bat enquired” 
the auill of the Lox bd. Hebron “ was ſituated in the 
midſt of the tribe of Judah, on the top of a ridge of 
high mountains. It was one of che moſt ancient cities 
in the world, originally called Kirjath-Arba, the birth- 
place of Arba the ſon of Anak, from whom the gi- 
gantic race called Anakims deſcended : it had hkewiſe 
been the reſidence of Abraham: it is now in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of. the Turks, but in a very ruinated ſtate. 
Hebron was a very fruitful ſpot, and had been given to 
Caleb as a reward for his fidelity to God, and he aſ- 
ſigned it to the Levites. Here David and his army 
could ſubſiſt with great conveniency, and it was pecu- 
liarly fitted for his reception, being the metropolis of 
his tribe, and the poſſeſſion of thoſe prieſtly families who 
eſpouſed his intereſt, whoſe determination in his favour . 
would have influence on the whole tribe. David's.- 
having been anointed by Samuel, was by this. time ge- 
nerally known; Jacob and Moſes had predicted. the. 
eſtabliſhment of the ſovereignty in the rribe of Ju DAH 3.” 
ſo that acting agreeably to divine appointment, the- 
men of Judah were fully juſtiied in electing David 
their king; and ſeparating themſelves from thoſe tribes, 


| Who ofpo/ed the LorD's will, by ſetting up one of Saul's 


rejected family. 
David took the earlieſt opportunity of ſhewing, by 
his kindneſs to the men of Jabeſh Gilead, that he did 


* Delany's Life of Davide 
„ not 


84 CITY OF MAHAN AIM. 


not aim at the crown from a ene of ambition or 
enmity to Saul. 

, « Abner was Saul's uncle, and being a perſon of great 
ſpirit, would not readily ſubmit to let the ſovereignty 
be loſt from his family ; neither was he willing to re- 
ſign the command of the army ; and having taken an 


active part with Saul, might likewiſe be fearful of Da- 


vid's reſentment. 

Mahanaim, * the place where Iſh-boſheth made his 
firſt claim, was on the other ſide Jordan, where it was 
ſuppoſed David had the leaſt influence. Abner carried 

him about through the camp, and gained the tribes 
gradually to his intereſt. Gibeon had formerly been 

the metropolis of the Gibeonites, and after Joſhua's 
league with them, a Levitical city. It is ſuppoſed that 
Saul had diſpoſſeſſed the Levites and Gibeonites by 
violence, and placed ſome of his own tribe in their ſtead, 
At Gibeon, it is probable, that Iſh-boſheth reſided 
during the two firſt years of his reign, for ſo long David 
ſeems to have remained quiet; each in the mean time, 
ſtrengthening his own intereſt as much as poſſible. 

> Hitherto David ſeems carefully to have avoided all 
acts of hoſtility, and determined not to gegn them, 
waiting patiently for the divine diſpoſal in his favour : 
but when he found that Abner had drawn together a 

number of men at Gibeon, he thought it adviſable to 
fend Joad with ſome forces to obſerve them, 

One would expect from Abner's expreſſion, ** Jet the 
young men ariſe and play before us, to hear of a 

combat, merely to ſhew how ſkilful they were in the 
ſcience of defence; but it was a challenge, meant to 


® Delany's Life of David. 
Tr ove 


"JOAB'S TRUE. By 


prove who were the better men, and moſt deſerving of 
the honour of givixg a Prince to ISRAEL. You have 
read how deſperately they fought, and of the bloody 
battle that enſued. | 

Aſahel unfortunately ſingled out Abner, and pur- 
ſued him perſonally; but his ambition to take his ſpoils 
proved fatal to himſelf. Abner ſeems to have had 
ſome view to a reconciliation with David, by his un- 
willingneſs to kill the brother of Joab. 

It is moſt likely, that Joab and Abiſhai knew not of 
the death of Aſahel when they parlyed with Abner, and 
agreed on a truce, 

How dreadful are the effects of civil diſtenfion „when 
friends and relations eſpouſing different 1 fall 
by the hands of each other! 


EU 


ETH TO HIM—HAVING COMMUNED WITH THE 


ISRAELITES, 15 RATED BY DAVID AND p1s- 


M1SSED—JOAB KIILETH ABNER—DAVID 


MOURNETH FOR HIM, 


ND unto David were born in Hebron 

ſix ſons, Amnon, Chileab, Abſalom, 
Adonijah, Shephatiah, Ithream. 

And it came to paſs while there was war 

between the houſe of Saul and the houſe of 

David, that Abner made himſelf ſtrong for. 

the houſe of Saul. 
Then was Abner very wroth, for the 


words of Iſh-boſheth had provoked him, and 


he ſaid, Am Ia dog's head, which againſt Ju- 
dah do ſhew kindneſs this day unto the houſe 
of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to 


his friends, and have not delivered thee into 
the hands of David? 
So 


DAVID's Powter INCREASETH—ABNER REVOLT- 


* * by 


MICHAL DEMANDED. 87 


So do Gop to Abner, and more alſo, ex- 
cept as the LoRD hath ſworn to David, even 
ſo I do to him: : 

To tranſlate the kingdom from the bone 
of Saul, and to ſet up the throne of David 
over Iſrael and over Judah, from Dan even 
to Beer- ſneba. | 

And he could not anſwer Abner a word 
again, becauſe he feared him. 

And Abner ſent meſſengers to David on 
his behalf, ſaying, Whoſe is the land? ſay- 
ing alſo, Make thy league with me, and be- 


hold, my hand ſhall be with thee, to bring 


about all Iſrael unto thee. | 

And he ſaid, Well, I will make a league 
with thee : but one thing I require of thee, 
that is, Thou ſhalt not ſee my face, except 
thou firſt bring Michal, Saul's daughter, 
when thou comeſt to ſee my face. 5 

And David ſent meſſengers to Iſh-boſheth 
Saul's ſon, ſaying, Deliver me my wife Mi- 
chal, which I eſpouſed. . 

And Iſh-boſheth ſent, and took hank e 
her huſband, even from Phaltiel the ſon of 
Laiſh. 


And her huſband went with her along 
weeping behind her to Bahurim ; then ſaid 
Abner 


88 ABMNEARK'S VS 


Abner unto him, Go, return. And he re- 
turned. | 

And Abner had communication with the 
elders of Iſrael, ſaying, Ye ſought for David 
in times paſt to be king over you. 

Now then doit; for the Lord hath ſpoken 
of David, ſaying, By the hand of my ſervant 
David I will ſave my people Iſrael out of the 
hand of the Philiſtines, and out of the hand 
of all their enemies. 

And Abner alſo ſpake in the ears of Benja- 
men: and Abner went alſo to ſpeak in the 
ears of David in Hebron, all that ſeemed 
good to Iſrael, and that ſeemed good to the 
whole houſe of Benjamin. 

So Abner came to David to Hebron, and 
twenty men with him: and David made 
Abner, and the men that were with him, a 

* feaſt. 

And Abner ſaid unto David, I will ariſe, 
and go, and will gather all Iſraeli unto my 
lord the king, that they may make a league 
with thee, and that thou mayeſt reign over all 
that thine heart deſireth. And David ſent 
Abner away ; and he went in peace. 
And behold the ſervants of David and 
| Joab came from purſuing a troop, and 


brought 


ABNER'S DEATH: 39 


brought in a great ſpoil with them: (but 
Abner was not with David in Hebron, for 
he had ſent him away, and he was gone in 


peace) 


When Toab and all the hoſt that was with 
him, were come, they told Joab, ſaying, 
Abner the ſon of Ner came to the king, and 
he hath ſent him away, and he is gone in 


Peace, 
Then Joab came to the king, and ſaid, 


What haſt thou done ? behold, Abner came 


unto thee, why 1 is it that thou haſt ſent ham 
away, and he is quite gone? ' 

Thou knoweſt Abner the ſon of Ner, that 
he came to decieve thee, and to know thy 
going out, and thy coming 1n, and to know 
all that thou doeſt. 

And when Joab was come out from Da- 
vid, he ſent meſſengers after Abner, which 
brought him again from the well of Sirah; 
but David knew it not. 

And when Abner was returned to Hebron, 
Joab took him aſide in the. gate to ſpeak 
with him quietly.: and ſmote him there un- 
der the fifth rib, that he died, for the blood 
of Aſahel his brother. 

* 
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And afterward when David heard it, he 


faid, I and my kingdom are guiltleſs before D. 
the Loxp for ever, from the blood of Abner WW vi 
the ſon of Ner : me 
Let it reſt on the head of Joab, and on all che 
his father's houſe, and let there not fail from 
the houſe of Joab one that hath an iſſue, or it 
that is a leper, or that leaneth on a ſtaff, or ple 
that falleth on the ſword, or that lacketh | 
bread. ito! 
80 Joab and Abiſhai his brother flew Ab- Na 
ner, becauſe he had ſlain their brother Aſahel a 
at Gibeon in the battle. | ye 
And David ſaid to Joab, and to all the fal 
people that were with him, Rent your N 
clothes, and gird you with ſackcloth, and Kin 
mourn before Abner. And king David too 
himſelf followed the bier. doc 


And they buried Abner in Hebron: and 
the king lift up his voice, and wept at the 
grave of Abner; and all the people wept. 


And the king lamented over Abner, and 1 
ſaid, Died Abner as a fool dieth ? | 9 
Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet = 
put in fetters: as a man falleth before wick- N 
ed men, ſo felleſt thou. And all the people been 


fath, 


wept again over him. 
And 


„ DAVID's A ieren 


And when all the people came to cauſe 
David to eat meat while it was yet day, Da- 
vid ſware, ſaying, So do Gob to me, and 
more allo, if I taſte bread or ought elſe, till 
the ſun be down. | 

And all the people took notice of it, and 
it pleaſed them : as whatſoever the king did, 
pleaſed all the people. | 

For all the people, and all Ifrael under- 
ſtood that day, that it was not of the king to 
ſlay Abner the ſon of Ner. 

And the king ſaid unto his ſervants, Know 
ye not that there 1s a prince and a great man 
fallen this day in Iſrael. 

And I am this day weak, though anointed 
king; and theſe men the ſons of Zeruiah be 
too hard for me: the Lox op ſhall reward the 
doer of evil according to his wickedneſs. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax DO REFLECTIONS. 


The truce which was made between Joab and Ab- 
ner, ſeems to have been of ſhort continuance; but we 
do not find that David him/elf went forth to fight againſt 
the family of Saul, though there were frequent conteſts 
with their followers. Iſh-boſheth is ſuppoſed to have 
been a perſon of mean abilities, as he did not attend his 
father and brethren to the field of battle; and it is 

imagined, 


92 MICHAL'S RESTORATION. 


imagined, that Abner thought to rule the kingdom by 
dictating to Iſh-boſheth ; but when he found that his 


party declined, and David's was continually increaſing, 


he formed a deſign of bringing about a revolution, 
which he had reaſon to ſuppoſe would be very agree- 
able to the Iſraelites in general; he therefore took ad- 
vantage of a trifling affront which Iſh-boſheth gave 
him, and inſtantly deſerted his cauſe. 

The intereſt of ſo powerful a man as Abner, was a 
very deſirable acquiſition to David; but he placed his 
dependance on God alone, and therefore would not 
enter into any league with him till Michal was re- 
ſtored ; for certainly, Saul's having given her to ano- 
ther was a great indignity to David; and it is likely 
that he had a peculiar affection for her, as it was evi- 
dent ſhe had for him, by her having hazarded her own 
life to fave his; and perhaps ſhe might have intimated 
to him by ſome means or other, her defire to return ; 
which he could ſcarcely in honour deny, as ſhe was the 
perfon who had made him a 4ing's ſon-in-law. There, is 
an appearance of cruelty in his diſtreſſing Phaltiel ; but 
we muſt conſider, that he only required him to refore, 
what he had zo right to keep, and therefore he was not 
a proper object of pity; and his Alent ſorrow proves, 
that he knew he had no reaſon to complain of injuſtice 
in. David's behaviour, 

Abner was received with great joy as the reſtorer of 
Michal, and meſſenger of good news; and David made 
a treaty with him, which he certainly had a right to do; 
for had he declined it, he would have acted an wunju/t 
part by the Iſraelites in general, and the men of Fudab 
in particular, in rejecting an opportunity of aniting 
thoſe, 
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JOAB'S TREACHERY. gz. 


thoſe, who had been /eparated by the unlawful uſurpa- 


tion of Tſhh-boſheth : many“ arguments, my dear, have 


been written in David's defence, which at a proper age 


you ſhall peruſe ; but I ſhall not perplex you with them 
at preſent. | | 

Joab was jealous that Abner would be. preferred to 
himſelf; and having befides great enmity towards him 
on account of his brother Aſahel, he concerted with 
Abiſhai; and they reſolved to diſpatch him. 

Abner's fate teaches us, how uncertain are all the 


purpoſes of man; he had formed great projects, and 


promiſed great things; but behold they were all ſub- 
verted, and ©* he died as a fool dieth!” Had he acted 
from good motives, it is likely he would have been 
ſucceſsful ; but though he knew the determination of 
Gov in reſpe& to David's being king, he at firſt oppoſed 
him from ſelſiſs and ambitions views, and would not 
have joined him at all, if he had not been diſappointed 
in them. 

Joab's behaviour was treacherous in the greateſt de- 
gree, and very unbecoming the character of a renowned 
warrior, “ for he ſhed the blood of war in peace, and in 
«© the very gate”? which was the place of judgment, and 
therefore he did it in defiance of juſtice. David was 
ſtruck with abhorrence of the bloody deed, and la- 
mented that the unſettled ſtate of his kingdom pre- 
vented his taking juſt vengeance on the murderers : the 
curſes which he imprecated on Joab, ſound very harſhly 
in the ear of a chriſtian ; but they proceeded from the 
king's love for his people, as there was cauſe to fear, that 
bis ſuffering a murderer to go unpuniſhed in the land of 


* Sce Chandler's and Delany's Life-of David. 
\ . T1/rael, 
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94 DAVID'S LAMENTATION, 


Ifrael, which was ſo peculiarly ſanctiſied by the Divixe 
PRESENCE, might bring a cur/e on the nation, as they 
were commanded not to let a murderer live amongſt 
them; therefore, David dewoutly prayed that the Lox p 
would ſpare him and his people, and confine the curſe to 
Joas, as he could not at that time do what the jaſtice of 
God in ſuch a caſe required. The pathetic lamenta- 
tion which David uttered for the untimely fate of that 
great man Abner, drew tears from every eye, and con- 
vinced the people that he was perfectly innocent of his 


death. 
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BAANAH and RECHAB 5sLay ISH-BOSHETH, 
AND BRING His HEAD To HEBRON—DAVID 
CAUSETH THEM TO BE SLAIN, and ISH-BO- 
SHETH's HEAD To BE BURIED. 


N D when Saul's ſon heard that Abner 
was dead in Hebron, his hands were 
feeble, and all the Iſraelites were troubled. 

And Saul's ſon had two men that were 
captains of bands: the name of the one was 
Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab, 
the ſons of Rimmon a Beerothite, of the 
children of Benjamin : (for Beeroth alſo was 
reckoned to Benjamin; 

And the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and 
were ſojourgers there until this day) 

And Jonathan, Saul's ſon, had a ſon that 
was lame of his feet, and was five years old 
when the tidings came of Saul and Jonathan 
out of Jezreel, and his nurſe took him up, 
and fled: and it came to paſs as ſhe made 
haſte 


gs ISH-BOSHETH SLAIN. 


haſte to flee, that he fell, and became lame; 
and his name was Mephiboſheth. 

And the ſons of Rimmon the Beerothite, 
Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about 
the heat of the day to the houſe of Iſh-bo- 
ſheth, who lay on a bed at noon; and they 
ſmote him and ſtew him, and beheaded him, 
and took his head, and gat them away 
through the plain all night. 

And they brought the head of Iſh-boſheth 
unto David to Hebron, and ſaid to the king, 
Behold the head of Iſh-boſheth the ſon of 
Saul, thine enemy, which ſought thy life; 

and the Loxp hath avenged my lord the 
king this day of Saul, and of his ſeed. 

And David ſaid unto them, As the Logo 


liveth, who hath redeemed: my ſoul out of 


all adverſity, 

When one told me, ſaying, Behold Saul 
is dead, (thinking to have brought good 
tidings) I took hold of him, and flew him 
in Ziklag, who thought that T would have 
given him a reward for his tidings : 

How much more, when wicked men have 
ſlain a righteous perſon, in his own houſe, 


upon his bed? ſhall I not therefore now re- 
| quire 


ISHBOSHETH'S MURDERERS SLAIN: 7 


his blood of your hand, and take you away 
from the earth ? 

And David 8 his young men, 
and they ſlew them, and cut off their hands 
and their feet, and hanged them up over the 
pool in Hebron: but they took the head of 
Iſn-boſheth, and buried it in the ſepulchre 
of Abner, in Hebron. 


ANNOTATIONS anDd REFLECTIONS. 


Abner's death threw Iſh-boſheth and the Iſraelites in- 
to the utmoſt confuſion : he had not abilities to defend 
his own cauſe, and it was in vain for them to re the 
growing power of David without a leader. 

The Beerethites, who murdered Iſh-boſheth, certainly 
intended to ingratiate themſelves with David, by clear- 
ing his way to the throne of Iſrael ; but they had ei- 
ther forgot, or not heard of his treatment of the Ama- 
lekite who boaſted of having ſlain Saul. It was neceſ- 
fary, for the vindication of his own character, that he 
ihou!d puniſh treachery. | 

The * Beerothites are ſuppoſed to have been Benja- 
mites, who after the battle of Gilboa, fled to Beeroth, a 
city which had formerly belonged to the Gibeonites, 
but was evacuated by Saul's deſtroying them. ; 

Iſn-boſheth is mentioned by David as a righteous per- 
en, and ſo he might be in reſpe& to Rechab and 
Baanah ; for it does not appear that he had either done, 


** Delany's Life of King David. | 
Vor. . * or 


9s REGULATION OF THE ARMY. 


or deſigned them any ill. But he was not the KINO ap- 
pointed by the Lo xp, and therefore David having been 
anointed by the command of Gov, was juſtified in op- 
fo/ing him, and taking all proper meaſures for recover- 
ing his own right. Iſh-boſheth certainly had no preten- 
/ons to the throne, even ſuppoſing that he was not ſa- 
tisfied of David's having been choſen by the Logo ; 
' becauſe Mephiboſheth, Jonathan's ſon, was the lawful 
Heir, if the crown had de/tended in lineal ſucceſſion ; and 
therefore he thould in that caſe have fought for him, 
and maintained 47s claim, inſtead of »/urping the /owe- 
reign power himſelf. 

'The /evere ſentence which David pronounced againſt 

the murderers, proves, that he was deſirous to wait till 
it ſhould pleaſe Gop to bring him to the throne, and 
that he particularly withed no violence might be done 
to any of Saul's family. 

We are informed that David ſpent ſeven years and 
ſix months at Hebron ; and as it appears that he did not 
take the field during that time, we may conjecture. that 
he employed himſelf in /ezt/;zg and regulating his ax M; 
for we may learn from different parts of ſcripture®*, that 
he appointed twelve courſes of military men for the ſer- 
vice of the year, each conſiſting of 24,000 ſoldiers, 
with their proper officers included, to do military duty 
wherever occaſion required, one month in every year, 

It + likewiſe appears, that the officers of each courſe, 
were uſually the fathers of the principal families of 
which that courſe conſiſted, ſo that there was little fear 
of cruelty and oppreſſion on one ſide, or diſobedience 
and deſertion on the other; and the commanders wer 
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DAVID'S COMMANDERS. 9 


naturally engaged to be more diligent in inſtructi 
and forming their ſoldiers, and the ſoldiers m — 
tentive in learning their duty. N 
David + had three commanders in chief of the 7 
order, three of the ſecond, thirty-one of the third, - 
thirty of the fourth Aſahel is mentioned as ore of th 
chiefs, therefore this regulation of the army mutt ] : 
been eſtabliſhed before the battle of PR ; AT AD 
it is ſaid that there was long war between ths beuſe 5 
1 Saul and the houſe of David; and we read _ N 
ſitle bloodſhed, we may preſume, that though ther 
LE be iroquent NReirmiſhes, there was no battle bei | 
at at Gibeon ; and we may ſuppoſe, that during the 
even years of Iſh-boſheth's reign over Iſrael, David ex- 


eraſed and diſciplined his 
troops, ſ- 
Lon of it he had a noble den N TO 
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DAVID anoinTeD KinG overt ALL ISRAFL— 
TRE PeorLE's RejoicinGs On THE OCCas10N. al 
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AVID was thirty years old when he 

began to reign in Hebron, and he 
reigned over Judah ſeven years and fix 
months. 

Then came all the tribes of Iſrael to Da- 
vid unto Hebron, and ſpake, ſaying, Be- 
hold, we are thy bone and thy fleſh. 

Alſo in times paſt when Saul was king 
over us, thou waſt he that leddeſt our and 
broughteſt in Iſrael : and the Lorp ſaid to 
thee, Thou ſhalt feed my people Iſrael, and 
thou ſhalt be a captain over Iſrael. | 

So all the elders of Iſrael came to the 
King to Hebron, and king David made a 
league with them in Hebron before the 
LoRD : and they anointed David king over 
Iſrael. David was thirty years old when he 
began to reign, | | 
And 
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And theſe are the numbers of the bands 
that were ready armed to the war, and 
came to David to Hebron, to turn the king- 
dom of Saul to him, — to the word 
of the Lorp. 

The children of Judah that bare ſhield 
and ſpear, were fix. thouſand and eight hun- 
dred ready armed to the war. 

Of the children of Simeon, mighty men 
of valour for the war, ſeven. thouſand and 
one hundred. 


Of the children of Lev, Sue he | 
and fix hundred. 


And Jehoiada was the leader of the Aaron- 


ites, and with him were three thouſand and 
ſeven hundred. . 

And Zadok, a young man mighty of va- 
lour, and of his father's houſe twenty and 
two captains. 

And of the children of Benjamin the kin- 
dred of Saul, three thouſand : for hitherto 
the greateſt part of them had kept the ward 
of the houſe of Saul. 

And of the children of Ephraim, twenty 


| thouſand and eight hundred, mighty men of 


valour, famous throughout the houſe of their 
fathers, 
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202 VALIANT MEN. 
And of the half tribe of Manaſſeh, eighteen k 
thouſand, which were expreſſed by name to ] 
come and make David king. 
And of the children of Iſſachar, which d 
were men that had underſtanding of the h 
times, to know what Iſrael ought to do: the 
heads of them were two hundred, and all 
their brethren were. at their commandment. 
Of Zebulun, ſuch as went forth to battle, 
expert in war with all inſtruments of war, 


fifty thouſand which could keep rank; they *. 
were not of double heart, da 
And of Naphtali, a thouſand captains, and | 
with them, with ſhield and ſpear, thirty and 
ſeven thouſand, 
And of the Danites expert in war, twenty 5 
and eight thouſand and ſix hundred. like 
And of Aſher ſuch as went forth to battle, vinc 
expert in war, forty thouſand. 0h, 
And on the other ſide of Jordan, of the "gh 
Reubenites, and the Gadites, and of the halt BM ;--c; 
tribe of Manaſſeh, with all manner of inſtru- MMF !eng: 


ments of war for the battle, an hundred and 
twenty thouſand. 

All theſe men of war that could keep rank 
came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to 


make David king over all Iſrael: and all the 
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reſt alſo of Iſrael were of one heart to make 


David king. 


And there they were with David three 


days, eating and dtinking: for their brethren 
had prepared for them. 

Moreover, they that were nigh them, even 
unto Iſſachar, and Zebulun, and Naphrtali, 
brought bread on aſſes, and on camels, and 
on mules, and on oxen, and meat, meal, 
cakes of figs, and bunches of raiſins, and 
wine, and oil, and oxen, and ſheep, abun- 
dantly : for there was joy in Iſrael, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The people of Iſrael without a king and leader, were 
like ſheep having no ſhepherd; and as they were con- 
vinced by David's mild and wiſe government over Ju- 
dah, that he was deſerving the ſupreme authority, they 
were unanimous in chuſing him for their ſovereign. 
How highly delightful muſt it have been to David, to 
receive the willing homage of ſuch multitudes, who at 


length acknowledged that he was the choſen of the 


Loxp, and worthy to govern them! 

The covenant which David entered into, is ſuppoſed 
to have been a ſolemn promiſe in the name of the Loy, 
that he would adminiſter juſtice, and govern agreeably 
to the /aw of Gor, given to Moſes; and the people 


F 4 bound 
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bound themſelves in the ſame ſolemn manner, to obey 
him as that law required. FF 

Inſtead of ſtrife and contention, nothing was heard in 
Iſtael but joyful acclamations. Now were thoſe friends 
reconciled, whom civil diſcord had ſet at variance; and 
all the bleſſings of unantmity preſented themſelves to the 
mind. Mirth and feſtivity filled up the happy hours, 
and warlike inſtruments were exchanged for the merry 
harp and the lute ; every countenance was enlivened 
with gladneſs, and every tongue invoked bleſſings on 
David. Vet + amidit all this rejoicing, there was 
no luxury or intempexance : nothing but the produce 
of the earth in its native ſimplicity ; and as David 


prefided, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the feaſt 1 
began and ended with praiſes and thankſgivings to D: 
the Lord.” ; 

Are you not happy, my dear, to find, that David, af- bli 
ter all his troubles, was invited to the throne of Iſrael hit 
in ſo honourable a manner? He certainly had reſiſted hit 
many temptations to gain poſſeſſion of it by violence, 
for he was firmly perſuaded that the promiſes of Gon of 


were /ure, and the ai of the Lox D ſufficient, 


+ Delany's Life of David, 
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DAVID rAkETR ZION—- Mak ETH ALLIANCE 
WITH HIRAM Kine OF TYRE, 


ND the king and his men went to 
Jeruſalem, unto the Jebuſites, the in- 
habitants of the land: which ſpake unto 
David, ſaying, Except thou take away the 
blind and the lame, thou ſhalt not come in 
hitker : thinking David cannot come in 
hither, 1 88 

Nevertheleſs David took the ſtrong hold 
of Zion: the ſame is the city of David. 

And David ſaid on that day, Whoſoever 
getteth up to the gutter, and ſmiteth the 
Jebuſites, and the lame and the blind, that 
are hated of David's ſoul, he ſhall be chief 
and captain: wherefore they ſaid, the blind 
and the lame ſhall not come into the houſe. 

So David dwelt in the fort, and called it 
the city of David; and David built round 
about, from Millo and inward. 


S An 
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And David went on, and grew great, and 
the Lord Gop of hoſts was with him. 

And Hiram king of Tyre, ſent meſſengers 
to David, and cedar-trees, and carpenters, 
and maſons : and they built David an houſe, 


And David perceived that the Lok had | 
eſtabliſhed him king over Iſrael, and that he 
had exalted his kingdom for his people Iſ- p 
rael's ſake. F 

11 
, h 
ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. as 


When“ the Iſraelites in the days of Joſhua caft hots 
for their future inheritance, Sion fell to Benjamin : ſoon 
after Joſhua's death the tribe of Judah took the /ouver 
city, but the Jebulſites ſtill maintained the fortreſs: 
after the city was rebuilt, the children of Judah and 
Benjamin inhabited it; but they very imprudently ſut- 
| fered the Jebuſites to dwell amongſt them. In Saul's 
time, however,. the Hebrews dwelt in it (for David car- 
Tied Goliath's head thither) ; but it 1s ſuppoſed, that 
the Jebuſites took entire poſſeſſion of it after the battle 
of Gilboa. So you find, my dear, that the Iſraelites 
had an undoubted right to Sion by the appointment of 
Gor; and a man of David's courage and enterprizing 
ſpirit, would ſcarcely ſuffer ſo ſtrong a fortreſs to re- 
main in the hands of one of thoſe people who were de- 
voted by God to deſtruction: his claim to it was juſt 
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and the taking of it, neceſſary to the ſecurity and peace 
of his government and people. The Jebuſites ſuppoſing 
it inpregnable, treated David with the utmoſt ſcorn and 
contempt, ſaying, that even the lind and the lame 
amongſt them, were able to defend it againſt 47s utmoſ# 
Force; and it is thought, that in deri/on, they placed 
ſuch impotent perſons on their ramparts, (inſtead of able 
ſeldiers) who perhaps joined in deriding David, and 
blaſpheming the AL MICH TY Gop, in whom Iſrael 
confided. If they were guilty of this ſin, they were 
4:/ervedly hated by David's ſoul; and the puniſhment he 
inflicted, was the juſt reward of their preſumption. I 
hope, my dear, you do not think ſo meanly of David, 
as to ſuppoſe, that he would ihu¹j,ja¾auly hate people on 
account of zatural infirmities. 

It is conjectured, that after this important victory, 
David compoſed the following pſalm *: 


Not unto us, O LorD, not unto us, but unto thy name 
give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truths ſake, 
| Wherefore ſhould the heathen ſay, Where is now their 
Gon? | 
But our Gop is in the heavens, he hath F avhat/ce 
ever he pleaſed, 

Their idols are filver and gold, he work of men's hand, 

They have mouths, but 12 Speak not; eyes have they, 
but they fee Hot. 

T hey have ears, but Fes hear not; noſes have they, but 
they ſmell not. 

They have bands, but they handle not; feet have ho 
but they walk not : neither ſpeak they through their throat, 


* Pſalm cxv. Delany's Life of King David. 
F 6 : They 
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They that make them, are like unto oma ; /o is evary 
one that truſteth in them. 

O I/rael, truſt thou in the Lok D: he is their belp and 
their ſhield. 

O houſe of Aaron, truſt in the Lois he is their belp 
and their ſhield. 

Tie that fear the Lond, truft in the Lord : be is their 
Belp and their ſhield. 

The LorD hath been mindful of us, he will bleſs us, he 
ewill bleſs the houſe of Iſrael, be will bleſs the houſe of 
Aavon, | 

He will bleſs them that fear the Lond, both ſmall and 
greet. 

The LoxD Hall increaſe you more and more, you and 


your children. 


You are bleſſed of the Lt which made heaven and 


earth. 

The heaven, even the heavens are the Loud? s: but the 
earth hath he given to the children of men. 

The dead praiſe not the LORD, neither any that Fr 
down into filence. 

But wwe will bleſs the LorD, from this time. forth and 
for evermore. Praiſe the Lok p. 


By this pſalm you may ſee, my dear, the ſenſe which 
David entertained of Gop's mercies ; and that he im- 
puted his ſucceſs to the power of the AL MIOGHTx. 

When David had poſſeſs'd himſelf of the ſtrong for- 
treſs of Sion, he fixed his reſidence there, and made it 
his capital after he had improved and enlarged it as far 
2s the prefent ſtate of affairs required: his next care 
was to adorn it, in which the friendſhip of Hiral, 
KinG or TrRE, was very ſerviceable. 


Thy 
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This prince appears to have been ef a magnificent 


every | 
and generous temper, and a believer in the true Gop, 
Ip and notwithitanding hiftory informs us that he built tem- 
| ples in honour of thoſe idols which the Phœnicians 
ir help worſhipped ; perhaps he was converted by David f. 
Tyre was a city in Phcenicia, lately raiſed to great 
is their wealth, and become a royal city. It abounded with 
cedar-trees, and with men of experience in the arts of 
5 us, he building, which the Iſraelites were at that time un- 
houſe of {killed in, as they were uſed to little beſides war and 
agriculture. I ſhall, at a future OY give you a far- 
nall and ther account of Tyre. | 
According to ancient authors, Jeruſalem was, in the 
you and time of David, a very magnificent city; Fin the centre 
| of it, on the ſummit of mount Sion, was David's pa- 
wen and lace: when the building of this was compleated, and 
he was going to dwell in it, he is * to have 
: but the penned the following pſalm : 
thai ge A PSALM AT TRE DEDICATION OF THE HOUSE 
or DAVID, EXPRESSIVE OF His GRATITUDE TO 
fayth an rue LORD ||. 
(ſe which Twi!l extol thee, O Lord, for thou haſt lifted me 7 
Ir he in and haſt not made my foes to rejoice over me. 
. O Lord my Gob, I cried unto thee," and ebou hayt 
| 105 healed me. 
rong 
| made it O Lok, thou haſt brought up my foul from the grave: 
En 25 fl = 4 haſt kept me alive that I ſhould not go down to the pit. 
next Cars * See Univerſal Hiſtory. 4 1 Kings, ve 7. S Chandler's 
F H IAA. Life of David. || Pſalm xxx. | 
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Sing unto the T,ORD, O ye ſaints of his, and give thanks 
at the remembrance of his holineſs. 

For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favonr is 
Tife * weeping may endure for a night, but Joy cometh in 
the morning. 

And in my proſperity. I aid, TI ſhall never be moved, 

Lox p, by thy fawour thou haſt made my mountain to 
and firong : thou didit hide thy face, and ] was troubled, 

T cried unto thee, O Lorp : andynto the Lord I made 


ſupplication. 
What profit is there in my Bleed, when I go down 10 


the pit? ſhall the duft praiſe thee? Gall it declare thy 


truth ? 

Hear, O Loxp . PT have mercy upon me: LORD, be 
thou my helper. 

Thou haſt turned from me my mourning into dancing : 
thou haſt put of my ſackcloth, and girded me avith 
gladneſs : - 

To the end that my ls may fing praiſe to thee, and 
ot be filent: O Lox D my Gop, I will give thanks unte 


thee for ever. 


A PSALM By WHICH DAVID vprcrareDd HIS RE- 
SOLUTION TO OBSERVE THE UT MOST INTEGRITY 
IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE *, 


Iwill fing of mercy and judgment : unto thee, O Lon , 
vill I Ang. 

1 awill behave myſelf wiſely in a perfed way; O when 
ewilt thou come unto me. I will walk within my houſe 
with a perfect heart. 


/ 


* Pſalm ei. 
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I will ſet no wicked thing before mine eyes: { hate the 
work of them that turn aſide, it ſhall not cleave to me. 

A froward heart all depart fram me : I will not nou 
a wicked per/on. | 

Wheoſo privily Nandereth his 8 him will I cut 
off: him that hath an high look, and a proud heart, will 
not T ſuffer. 

Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the land, that 
they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect 
avay, he ſhall ſerve me. 

He that worketh deceit, hall not dwell within ny 
houſe e he that telleth lies, ſhall not tarry in my fight. 

[ avill early deſtroy all the wicked of the land : that T 
may cut off all wicked deers from the city of the LORD, 
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DAVID suirETRH Tae PHILISTINES Ar BAAL- p 
PERAZIM. 
| . | w 
UT when the Philiſtines heard that of 
they had anointed David king over Iſ- 
rael, all the Philiſtines came up to ſeek Da- th 
vid; and David heard of it, and went down we 
to the hold. 5 | tot 
The Philiſtines alſo came and ſpread wo 
themſelves in the valley of Rephaim. the 
And David enquired of the Loxo, ſaying, ; 
Shall I goup to the Philiſtines ? wilt thou ſho 
deliver them into mine hand? and the Lorp of 1 
ſaid unto David, Go up: for I will doubt- Je} 
leſs deliver the Philiſtines into thine hand. the. 
And David came to Baal-perazim, and drir 


David ſmote them there, and ſaid, The LogD 
hath broken forth upon mine enemies before 
me, as the breach of waters. Therefore he 


called the name of that place Baal-perazim. 
| And 
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| camped in the valley of Rephaim. 


DAVID'S SPLF-DENIAL. 13 
And there they left their images, and: Da- 


vid and his men burnt them. 

Now three of the thirty captains went 
down to the rock to David, into the cave of 
Adullam, and the hoſt of the Philiſtines en- 

And David was then in the hold, and the 
Philiſtines garriſon was then at Beth-lehem. 

And David longed, and ſaid, Oh, that one 
would give me drink of the water of the well 
of Beth-lehem that is at the gate 

And the three brake through the hoſt of 
the Philiſtines, and drew water out of the 
well of Beth-lehem that was by the gate, and 


took it and brought it to David; but David 


would not drink of it, but poured it out to 
the Lox, 

And ſaid, My God forbid it me, that I 
ſhould do this thing : ſhall I drink the blood 
of theſe men that have put their lives in 
Jeopardy ? for with the jeopardy of their lives 


they brought it. Therefore he would not 
drink it. 


ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Whilſt the Iſraelites were divided amongſt them. 
ſelves, they were diſregarded by the neighbouring na- 
tions; but, when David was ſeated on the throne of If. 
rae], and had built and fortified the royal city, after de. 
ſtroying the Jebuſites it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
they all took the alarm, and confederated together 


with the Philiſtines, in order to cruſh his growing C07 
power; ſo that David might well ſay, „all natioss WR © 
4 compaſſed him about. FOG a1 
'The valley of Rephaim was to the weſt of Jeruſa. me 
lem, large and fruitful, capable of containing the nu- 4 
merous . hoſts, which, collected together, muſt have are 
made a very formidable appearance. David retired to 2 
the cave of Adullam becauſe he was acquainted with ana 
its ſtrength, and did not chuſe to make Jeruſalem a C 
ſcene of blood, if he could by any means prevent its the 
invaſion. 4 
Though David had a very powerful army, com- &hil, 
manded by heroes of renowned valour, he knew that D 
no human means were ſufficient to ſecure him ſuccels Jab 
againſt his enemies; therefore, according to his uſual Wn #7 
piety, and conſiſtent with his character as Gop's vice- cart 
gerent, and CAPTAIN of the Lord's inheritance, he M. 
would not preſume to attack the Philiſtines till he had their 
enquired the av of Go. When he was, in conſe- N. 
quence of the divine command, going to encounter the Y 


enemy, he is ſuppoſed to have animated his troops by 
repeating the following * pſalm, which perhaps was 
accompanied with warlike muſick. 


* Delany's Life of David. 
A PSALM 
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PSALM 


DAVID'S INTERCESSION. ng 


A PSALM or DAVID TO IMPLORE THE AID OP 
GOD AGAINST THEIDOLATROUS NATIONS®, 


Keep not thou filence, O God : hold not * peace, and 
Ie not fill, O Goo. 

For lo, thine enemies make a. tumult and they that 
bate thee, lift up the head. 

T hey have taken crafty counſel againſt thy people, and 
conſulted againſt thy hidden ones, 

They have ſaid, Come, and let us cut them off from being 
a nation; that the name of 1ſrael may be no more in re- 
membrance. 

For they have conſulted together " one conſent + * they 
are confederate againſ# thee, 

The tabernacles of Edom and the Ifhmatlites : of Meat, 
and the Hagarenes, 

Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalekh, the Philiftines with 
the inhabitants of Tyre. 

Amur is alſo joined with them : they have Ae the 
children of Lot. 

Do unto them as unto the Midianites, as to Szhera, as ts 
Jabin, at the brook of Kiſon : 

Which periſhed at En-dor : they became as dung for the 
earth, 

Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb e yea, all 
their princes as Zeba and as Zalmunna : 

Who ſaid, let us take to ourſelves the houſes of God in 


Foſſe ſion. 


O my Gor, make them like a wheel ; as the PW be 


or? the wing. 


As the fire burneth the wood, and « as the flame ſetteth 


he mountains os fire ; 


* Pſalm Ixxxiit. 
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116 DAVID'S ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, 
So perſecute them with thy tempeſs, aud make them 


afraid with thy form. 


Fill their faces with ſhame : that they may eek thy 
name, O LORD. 

Let them be confounded and troubled for ever e yea, lit 
them be put to ſhame and periſh : 


That men may knew, that thou avhoſe name 1 i 


| JEHOV AH, art the moft High over all the earth. 


David, you read, gained a great victory; but he 
conſidered himſelf only as an humble inſtrument in the 
hand of God, for he deſcribes the enemy as an over- 
whelmning flood ready to ſwallow him up; and the ar- 
mies of his enemies, divided by the power of Gov, 2 
the mighty waters of the ocean are broken and divided 


by a ſtorm. On this happy occaſion, he is e to 


have uttered the following pſalm: 


A PSALM or DAVID, AcKNOWIEZDOING THL 
Mzxcy and Goopness or THE LORD IN 61v- 
ING HIM VICTORY over THE ENnEMIEs or 
ISRAEL. | 


* 


1f it had net been the Lon au was on our fide, mW 
may Iſrael fay: | 

Fit had not been the LorD who vat bn our Ade, 
auhen men roſe up againſt 1 

Then they had ſwallowed us up quick, when theit 
ewrath was kindled aguinſt us. 

Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the ſtream had 


gone over cur ſoul, 


* Pialm cxxive - 


Then 


DAVID'S SELF-DENIAL. 117 


S. | | ö 
3 Then the proud waters had gone over our ſoul, f 
Bleſed be the Lok p, who hath not given us as a prey ! 
to their teeth, | 
ſeek thy ] . 8 P 1 - . 
Our ful is efeaped as a Bird out of the fen of . | 
=, fowlers ; the ſnare is broken, and awe are eſcaped. 
e 2 
2 Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven 
; and earth. TE 
alone is 


2 


Are you not charmed with the affectionate reſpect of | 
but e woe, who fetched the water from Bethlehem, and with | 

David's piety and noble ſelf-denial? He looked upon 
it as ſacred to Gop, and poured it on the earth as an 


offering of thankſgiving, though he was ſuffering the 
pain of exceſiive thirſt. | 
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DAVID $mITETa THe PHILISTINES acainx at 
| rus MULBERRY-TREES. | 


- 


A ND the Philiſtines came vp yet again, 
and ſpread themſelves in the valley of 
Rephaim. 
And when David enquired of the Loo, 
he ſaid, Thou ſhalt not go up: but fetch a 
compaſs behind them and come upon them 
over againſt the mulberry-trees. : 
And let it be when thou heareſt the ſound 
of a going in the tops of the mulberry-trees, 
that then thou ſhalt beſtir thyſelf: for then 
ſhall the Lokp go out before thee, to ſmite 
the hoſt of the Philiſtines. 
And David did fo, as the Lokp had com- 
manded him ; and ſmote the Philiſtines from 
Geba, until thou come to Gazer. 
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PUBLICK THANKSGIVING. 16 


ANNOTATIONS and REF LECTION 8. 


Though the Philiſtines and their allies had received 
ſuch an overthrow, they made another attempt, in 
which they were miraculouſly defeated ; for a noiſe 
was heard by them like the ſound of a mighty army 
in their rear, which ſtruck them with terror, ſo that 
David totally defeated them. When David and his 
victorious army returned back to Jeruſalem, it“ is ſup- 


poſed the following pſalm was publickly ſung : 


PaRT or a Punric THANKSGIVING, waraica 1s 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN OFFERED UP BY KING 
David AND HIS PEOPLE, WHEN HE AND HIS 


ARMY RETURNED To JERUSALEM Þ, 


O give thanks unto the Lox D; for he is good : becauſe 
bis mercy endureth for ever, 

Let Iſrael now ſay, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let the houſe of Aaron now ſay, that his mercy endureth 


for ever. 


Let them now that fear the Tenn ſay, that bis mercy 
endureth for ever. 


The LoRD is on my fide: I will not fear aubat man 


can do wnto me. 


It is beiter to truſt in the Lox p than to put confidence 
in man, 


It is better to truſt in the Lox p than to put confidence 
in princes, 


— 


+ Pſalm cxviii. 


* Delany's Life. of David, 
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All nations compaſſed me about : but in the name of tht 
Lok D will I deftroy them. 
They compagied me about like bees; they are quenched as 
the fire of thorns : for in the name of the LoRD I will di. 
tray them. 
Thou haſt thruſt 5225 at me that I might _ but the 
Lord helped me. 
The Lord is my frrength and os, and i zs become my 
Salvation. 
The voice of rejoicing and ſalvation is in the tabernacles 
of the righteous : the right hand of the Lox death 
ealiantly. | 
The right hand of the LORD is exalted : the Ye hand 
of the LORD deeth waliantly. 
Open to me the gates of righteouſneſs : I will wy ints 
| zhem, and I will praiſe the LoRD. 
This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous 
ſhall enter. ( 
T will praiſe thee: for thou haſt heard me, and arl 
become my ſalvation. 
The ftone which the builders refuſed, is become th 
Bead- ſtone of the corner. | 
This is the LorD's doing, it is marvellous in our eyts. 
This is the day which the Lox D hath made, we evill 
rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save now, I beſeech thee, O Lok p: 0 8 J Je- 
ſcech thee, ſend now proſperity. 
Thou art my GoD, and I will praiſe thee ; thou att 
my Gov, I will exalt thee. 
O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good : for his 
mercy endureth for evere 
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5 RIED To THE HousE or OBED-EDOM, 


zht hand ND David conſulted with the Caps 
| tains of thouſands and hundreds, and 
with every leader. 
And David ſaid unto all the congregation 
of Iſrael, If it ſeem good unto you, and that 
1 be of the Lord our Gop, let us ſend 
abroad unto our brethren every where that 
. are left in all the land of Iſrael, and with 
1 our dy. them alſo to the prieſts and Levites which 
, <ve will Mare in their cities and ſuburbs, that they may 
. gather themſelves unto us. 
And let us bring again the ark of our 
- thou art o to us: for we enquired not at it in the 
| gays of Saul. 
d: for his And all the congregation ſaid, that they 
Would do fo: for the thing was right in the 
es of all the people, 
Yb HL. -—— by | So 


go ints 
righteous 
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122 THE ARK REMOVED, 


So David gathered all Iſrael together, 
from Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering 
of Hemath, to bring the ark of Gop from 
Kirjath-jearim. | 

And David went up, and al ts, to 
Baalah, that is to Kirjath-jearim, which be. 
longeth to Judah, to bring up thence the ark 
of Gop the Loxp that dwelleth between the 
cherubims, whoſe name is called on it. 
And they carried the ark of Gop in a ney 
cart, out of the houſe of Abinadab. And 
Uzza and Ahio drave the cart, 
And David and all Iſrael played before 
Gop with all their might, and with ſinging, 
and with harps, and with pſalteries, and 
with timbrels, and with cymbals, and with 


trumpets. l 

And when they came unto the threſhing- all 
floor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his, hand u do 
hold the ark: for the oxen ſtumbled. ofs 


# ſoly 
And the anger of the Lord was kindled = 


againſt Uzza, and he ſmote him, becauſe heit = 
put forth his hand to the ark: and there he proc: 
died before God. . 

And David was diſpleaſed becauſe th this : 


{ and 
Lok p had made a breach upon Uzza, where- 5145 
li : d 1 


OBE D. E DOM BLESSED, 1323 


ther, fore that place is called Perez-uzza to this 

ering day. | 

from And David was afraid of Gov that day, 

| ſaying, How ſhall 1 bring the ark of Gop 

el, to home to me? 

ch be- So David brought not. the ark home to 

he ark himſelf to the city of David, but carried 

en the it aſide to the houſe of Obed-edom che 

1 Gittite. 

a new And the ark of Gop remained with the 
And family of Obed-edom in his houſe three 

months. And the Lorp bleſſed the houſe 

befor of Obed-edom, and all that he had, | 

inging; „ r nA 

85 and 


1d with ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


: It is likely that David recovered from the Philiſtines 
aul that they had gained at the battle of Gilboa, and 
drove them out of the cities they had ſeized at the death 
of Saul“; and being now fixed at Jeruſalem, he was re- 
ſolved to do every thing in his power to increaſe its 
ſafety and magnificence: for this purpoſe, he thought 
it particularly neceſſary to ſecure the Px RSEN OE and 
protection of the Gop of Iael. 
You may remember, my dear, with what ſolemnity 
uſe 0 this ark had been depoſited in the tabernacle by Moſes, | 
and that the glorious cloud which appeared as a mane 


1 where 
2 * : s fatien of the Divixs PRESENCE, relied on the 


-eſhing- 
hand t0 


kindled 
cauſe he 
there he 


* Chandler's Life of David. 
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was placed before the Ark, and Aaron and his ſans 


124 T HE ARK REMOVED. 


MER CY-SEAT above the cherubims. a A veil you know, 


miniſtered there, and offered incæaſe on the golden al. d 
tar; and the people aſſembled in the court of the ta- I 
bernacle to offer their burnt-offerings, to join in ce- [ 
lebrating the praiſes of the Lob, and to make ſup. b 
plications to him, and perform their vows; which was fi 
called, afpearing before the Lox b. Wherever the Ark | W 
was depoſited, to that place the tribes were ordered to bi 
repair three times a year to keep the paſſover, . &c be 
therefore the public worſhip of Gop could not — la 
been properly performed at Jeruſalem, neither could pr 
that city have been the metropolis of the kingdom, with- tu] 
out the Ark, which dale 11 8 very deſirous to ay nie 
it thither. We fol, 
- Hitherto the Ark had had no ſettled 8 ſen 
for many years it had been carried about from place to! 
to place; and in the time of Eli, Gop, to puniſh the gre 
Iſraelites for their impiety, had permitted it to fall nan 
into the hands of the Philiſtines; and when the calami- befc 
ties the Philiſtines ſuffered for detaining it obliged the 
them to ſend it back into the land of Iſrael, it was | Can, 
left in the houſe of Abinadab, and here it had remained heges 
abour forty-ſix years, till David's eſtabliſhment on the Ark 
throne z excepting on ſome particular occaſions, when Pax: 
it was carried into the field of battle. been 
David's propoſal to bring the ark to Jeruſalem, met than 
with the joy ful concurrence of his people, and was put could 
immediately in execution. The“ proceſſion muſt hae ¶ ſpect 
been uncommonly grand, as it conſiſted of all the no- of Ge 


bility, the prieſts and Levites, and the officers of the 


* Dclany's Life of David. 
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army wich the enſigns and ornaments of their different 
| orders, led on by their ſovereign, and followed by an 
innumerable multitude of people belonging to the 


different tribes of Iſrael. During the proceſſion, 
David and all thoſe who were ſkilful in muſic, ex- 
prefled their joy by playing on various inſtruments ; 


but their tranſports were ſoon interrupted by a dread- 


ful viſitation on Uzza, one of the ſons of Abinadab, 


| who drove the cart. It is ſaid THAT Gop /mete 


bin for his error.“ It was a great crime in Uzza to 
be ignorant of any thing reſpecting the Ar ; for the 


| law of Moſes expreſsly taught, that no one but the 


priefs ſhould touch it; and therefore he fhould have 
fully inſtructed himſelf concerning the requifite ceremo- 
nies, be ſore he preſumed to attend it; eſpecially on ſo 
ſolemn an occaſion, when the king and people were aſ- 
ſ:mbled to do it honour : and as the LoRp was about 
to reſtore bis holy worſhip, it was neceſſary that the con- 
gregation ſhould be taught to reverence his divine ordi« 
nances, The religion of the Jews, as I have told you 
before, conſiſted of a variety of ceremonials, which were 


the pledges of their CovenanT concerning the land of 


Canaan, if they omitted them they forfeited their privi- 
lges; and as the Diving Berne had /an&ified the 
ARK in ſo viſible a manner by @ token of his immediate 


Passe, it was certainly /acred, and ought to have 


been attended with the utmoſt reverence : nothing leſs. 


b than a judgment from heaven upon a profanation of it, 
could recover the people to a proper ſenſe. of the re- 


pect due to that ſacred . of the commands 
of Gon, 
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125 DAVID'S DISPLE ASURE. 
It is ſaid that David was dj iſpleaſed ; 75 but from 


the piety of his diſpoſition we may ſuppoſe, that he 


was only di/appointed and grieved that his holy purpoſes 
were interrupted, and fear took poſſeſſion of his mind, 
left he ſhould, through ren commit offence 
likewiſe, 

It may ſeem ſtrange, that David Would not be fully 
acquainted with the law of Moſes ; but we muſt con- 
ſider the times he lived in; the Ark had been greatly 
neglected for many years; religion was but little at- 
tended to in the days of Saul, ; the bad example of 
the ſovereign and his court is too apt to influence a 
nation : all the prieſts who had ever ſeen the Ark were 
dead, excepting one young man, who had never ſeen it 
removed; neither were there any Levites alive, who 


had been preſent at that ſolemnity. David and his 


people had been conſtantly engaged in war; and 
though his mind was naturally inclined to piety, he 
had not much opportunity of attending public worſhip, 
according to the 8 eſtabliſhment. „ 

The ſignal vengeance of God on Uzza, ſtruck Dar 
vid with the utmoſt conſternation; and he wonld not 
venture to advance any farther with the ark at that 
time: Obed-edom, at whoſe houſe he left it, was 2 
Levite, and a pious good man: he rejoiced to receive 
it, knowing it would prove a blefing to him and his 
family, as he well underſtood the nature of Uzza's 
offence. 

Tho' Chriſtians cannot be guilty of the \ very crime 
for which Uzza received ſuch an exemplary puniſh- 
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the means with which it has pleaſed God to bleſs us, 
for learning our duty, is certainly liable to the di- 
vine diſpleaſure. Let us therefore ſtudy with unre- 
mitting diligence, the Hor x Sckirruxks, left, for 
want of izowing them, we fall into iin, and be like 
Uzza, cut of for our ERROR. 1 „ 8 
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FECT. xv 


DAVID ornereTH Taz PRIESTS and LEVITES 
TO CARRY THE ARK To JERUSALEM—Hx 
ATTENDETH IT WITH GREAT JOY. 


ND David made him houſes in the 

city of David, and prepared a place 

for the ark of Gop, and pitched for it a tent, 
Then David ſaid, None ought to carry 


the ark of Gop, but the Levites: for them 


hath the Loxp choſen to carry the ark of 
Gop, and to miniſter unto him for ever. 
And David gathered all Iſrael together to 
Jeruſalem, to bring up the ark of the Lon 
unto his place which he had prepared for it. 
And David aſſembled the children of 
Aaron, and the Levites, in all eight hundred 


and ſixty two. 
And David called for Zadok and POOR Ws 


the prieſts, and for the Levites, for Uriel, 
Aſaiah, and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and 
Amminadab. 

And faid unto them, Ye are the chief of 


the fathers of the Levites, ſanctify yourſelves 
both 
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both ye and your brethren, that ye may 
bring up the ark of the LORD Gop of Iſrael 
unto the place that I-have prepared for it. 

For becauſe ye did it not at the firſt, the 
Loxp our Gop made a breach upon us, for 
that we ſought him not after the due order. 

So the prieſts and the Levites ſanctified 
themſelves to bring up the ark N the LoRD 
Gop of Iſrael. 
| And the children of the Levites bare the 
ark of Gop upon their ſhoulders as Moſes 
commanded. 

And David fpake to the chief of the Le- 
vites, to appoint their brethren. to be the 


| fingers with inſtruments of muſic, pſalteries, 


and harps, and cymbals, ſounding, by * 


up the voice with joy. 
So David and the elders of Hrael, and PU 
captains over thouſands went to bring up the 


ark of the covenant of the Lox, out of the 
houſe of Obed-edom with Joy. 


And it came to paſs as the ark of the co- 


venant of the Loxp came to. the city of Da- 
: vid, that Michal the daughter of Saul look- 
ning out at a window, ſaw king David dancing 
: and playing, and ſhe deſpiſed him in her heart. 
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130 DAVID 'S BLESSING. 


So they brought the ark of God, and ſet 
it in the midſt of the tent that David had 
pitched for it: and they offered burnt-ſacri- 


fices and peace-offerings before Gon. 


And when David had made an end of 
offering the burnt-offerings, and the peace- 
offerings, he bleſſed the W in the name 
of the LoRD. 

And he dealt to every one of Iſrael, both 
man and woman to every one a loaf of bread 
and a good piece of fleſn, and a flagon of wine. 

And he appointed certain of the Levites 


to miniſter before the ark of the Lokp, and 
to record, and to thank and praiſe the Logy 


Gop- of Iſrael, with pfalteries, and with 
harps, with cymbals and with trumpets, con- 
tinually before the ark of the covenant of Gop. 

So he left there before the ark of the co- 
venant of the LoxD Aſaph and: tis brethren, 
to miniſter before the ark continually, as 
every day's work required. 

And Zadok the prieſt and his jettire 
the prieſts, before the tabernacle of the Logo, 
in the high place that was at Gibeon. 

And all the people departed every man 
to his houſe: and David returned to blels 


his houſe, 
| And 
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MICHAL'S REPROACH. 13 


And Michal Saul's daughter came out to 
meet David, and ſaid, How glorious was 
the king of Iſrael to day, who appeared as 
one of the vain fellows. 

And David ſaid unto Michal, It was be . 
fore the LoxD, which choſe me before thy. 
father, and before all his houſe, to appoint 
| me ruler over the people of the Lorp, over 
Ifrael: therefore will I play before the Lozp. 

And I will yet be more vile than thus, 
and will be baſe in mine own ſight: and of 
e maid-fervants which thou haſt ſpoken of, 
of them ſhall I be had in honour. | 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Whilſt the ark remained at the houſe of Obed-edom, 
David fully inſtructed himſelf concerning the requiſite 
ceremonials; the prieſts and Levites having alſo tho- 
roughly conſidered the matter, the congregation of If. 
rael was once more aſſembled, and the proceſſion began 
with ſolemnity and decorum. The Levites were ar- 
rayed in robes of fine linen; and the king aſſuming 
the character of an humble attendant on the Ax x of 
Gon, laid aſide his royal garments, and attired him- 
{elf in a long robe, like that worn by the Levites, over 
which he put an ephod as a mark of diſtinction. 

Before the proceſũon began from the houſe of Obed- 
edom, David offered up a devout prayer; and declared 
his firm belief in the promiſes of Gov, to him and his 
pollerity as ſollows, 
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132 THE ARK REMOVED. 
DAVID'S PRAYER ar REMOVING THe ARK }. 


Lord remember David, and all his aflitions : 

How. he ſware unto the Lok p, and wowed unto the 
mighty Gop of Jacob. | 

Sarely I will not come into the tabernacle of my boſe 
vr go up into my bed © 

I avill not give lee to mine eyes, or ſlumber to mint 
eye-lids, 

Until I find out a 8 for the Lox v, an habitatinn 
for the mighty Gop of Jacob. 

Ariſe, O Lozp, into thy reſt : thor, and the ark 7 
thy firength. 

Let thy priefts be clothed with righteouſneſs : and lu 


. thy ſaints ſhout for oy. 


Fer thy ſervant David's ſake : turn not away the fac 
of thine anointed. _ 

The Lord hath fworn in truth unto David, he will 
not turn from it. Of the fruit of thy body will I jet up- 
on thy throne. | 

TIF thy children will Keep my covenant, and my teſtimony, 
that 1 ſhall teach them; their children alſo ſhall fit upon 
thy throne for evermore, 

For the Loxp hath choſen Zion : : he hath defired it for 
Bis habitation. 

This is my reft fer ever : here will I dwell, for I hav 
deſrred it. 

I will abundantly bleſs her provifion : T will ſatisfy 
her poor with bread, 

1 will alſo clothe her priefls with ſalvation: and ber 


Saints ſpell ſhout aloud for joy. 


1 Pſalm cxxxii. 
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There wwill I make the horn of David to bud: I have 


ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 
His enemies will I clothe with Home: but upon 9 


ſfhall bis crown flouriſh, 


The latter part of this pſalm bears evident marks of 
divine inſpiration. It is ſuppoſed, that the following 
pſalm was ſung in diviſions to ſolemn mufick “. 


F A MF I. 
SUNG WHEN THE PRIESTS LIFTED UP THE ARR 5. 


Let Gop ariſe, let his enemies be ſcattered; let them 
alſo that hate him flee before him. 

As ſmoke is driven away, ſo drive them away : as wax 
melteth before the fire, ſo let the wicked periſh at the pre- 
fence of Goo. 

But let the righteous be glad : let them rejoice before 
Go, yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 

Sing unto GoD, Ang praiſes to his name: extol him 
that rideth upon the heavens by his name IAH, and re- 
Joice before him. 

A father of the fatherleſs, and a Judge of the Widows, 
is God in his holy habitation. 


PA © PT 1 
SUNG WHEN THE ARK WAS PLACED ON THE 
SHOULDERS OF THE LEZVI TES. 


O Gop, when thou wenteſt forth before thy People; $ 
when thou didft march through the wilderneſs. 

The earth ſhook, the heavens alſo dropped at the pre- 
ence of GOD: even Sinai itſelf was moved at the pre- 


Pr. Chandler's Life of David. $ Pſalm Ixviii, 
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134 THE ARK REMOVED, 
. be Lok D gave the word, great Was rhe company of 
thoſe that publiſhed it. | 
Kings of armies did flee apace : and ſhe that tarried at 
Bome, divided the ſpoil.” | 
2 hough ye have lien among the pots, yet ſpall ye be os 
the wings of a dove covered with filver, and her feathers 


with yellpw gold. 


The words in the firſt part, agree with thoſe uſed 
by Moſes and the Iſraelites whenever they removed the 
ark: thoſe in the ſecond, ſerved to remind the people 
of Gov's former mercies to the houſe of Jacob. 

When the ark was in view of mount Sion, i it 15 pro- 
bable was ſung | 


” AA 3. a 


The chariots of GoD are twenty thouſand, even thou- 
Sands of angels : the Loxp 7s among them as in Sinai, in 
the holy place. 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with bene- 
ſits, even the God. of our ſalvation. | 

He that is our God, is the Gop of ſalwvation; and 
unto Gop the LoR D belong the iſſues from death. 

Sing unto Gow, ye kingdoms of the earth: O ſing 
praiſes unto the L,orD. 

To him that rideth upon the heavens of oe ok 
wwere of old; Ia, he doth ſend out his. voice, and that 8 
mighty voice, 

Aſcribe ye flrength unto Gon: his excellency is over 
Jjracl, and his ſtrength is inthe clouds, 

O Gov, thou art terrible out of thy holy places, the 
Gov of Iſrael is he that giveth an and poæver unto 


r people; blefſod be Gove 
1 


SOLEMN PROCESSION. 135 


It * is ſuppoſed that the following pſalm was ſet to 
muſick on this occaſion, and fung by way of dialogne 
by king and people: we may conjecture, that it began 
when they reached the foot of mount Sion. | 
The & earth is the Loxp's, and the fulneſs ae - the 
evorld, and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the ſeas, and efabliſbed it 
apon the floods. 
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When they arrived at the gates of Jeruſalem , which 
may be conſidered as a type of heaven, it 1s likely that 
: the king and his choir ſung as follows: 

af Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up Je 
everlaſting doors, and the King of glory ſhall come in, 
And thoſe within anſwered : 

Who is the king of glory 

To which the firſt anſwered : 

| The Lox p, firong and mighty the Lord, mighty in 
= al: 

And now let us ſuppoſe, that the proceſſion 9 
ed to the gates of the court of the tabernacle, the in- 
ſtruments playing the ſame airs; and the king, princes, 
and damſels, moving to the meaſure (as was the cuſ- 
tom in thoſe times); when they arrived at the gates of 
the tabernacle, they ſung, and were anſwered as follows: 

| Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye 
bvwverlaſting doors, and the King of Glory ſpall come in. 

i bo is the King of Glory? | 

The Lord of Hoſts, he is the King of Glory . 


en theu- 
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bar, . * Dr. Delany's Life of David. & Pſalm xxiv. 

2 T The two learned authors, from whoſe works I have chiefly com- 

19 1 7255 my comments on the Life of King David, differ in their appli- 

i: ER " cation 
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136 DAVID'S THANKSGIVING. 


When they had depoſited the ark in the tabernacle, 


It is likely the following was ſung: | 7c 


* 


DAVID'S THANKSGIVING, comroszD 1n D 
TO. COMMEMORATE THE MANIFOLD BLESSINGS 
WHICH THE LORD Hap BESTOWED oN His Po- 
PLE; AND. TO EXCITE THEIR GRATITUDE AND LY 
Devorion. IT was on THis Day GIVEN To ; 
ASAPH, THE CHIEF SINGER FOR THE TABIRA- 1 
- | WACLE SERVICE I. | 
| 1 a6 | | ha 
Give thanks unto the Lon b , call upon his name, make 
| Fnown his deeds among the people. , 4a 
1 Sing unto him, fing pſalms unto him, talk ye of all his | 
| # wondrous works. | | abo 
1 Glory ye in his holy name : let the heart of them rejcict ; 
1 1 that ſee the LorD. all 
Ii Scek the LoRD and his Arengtb, feek his face continually. j 
| | 1 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, hit Pa, 
| i Wonders, and the judgments of his mouth; 0 
| 4 O ye feed of 1252 his ſervant, ye children of Faced his 1% 
| | | choſen ones. 0 
i He is the LorD our God ; his .: are in all the ute 
f is earth. G 
| i Be ye mindful always of his covenant ; the word which Brin 
Be commanded to a thouſand generations; "pp 
Ewen of the covenant which he made wich e 7 
and of his oath unto Tlaac ; ; 7235 
cation of pſalms to this ſolemnity : that ſelected by each, appears to 2 
me well adapted to the occaſion, therefore I have introduced them tt n 
both; not with a view of obtruding my own opinion, but from the Li 
fear of omitting the pſalm, which would excite the propereſt ideas in rejoil 


the minds of my readers, } 1 Chron. xvi. 8, &c. 
| 8 | And 
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And hath confirmed the ſame 10 Jacob for a law, and : 


ernacle, 
| 0 Iſrael for an everlaſiing covenant. | 
Sazing, Unto thee will I give the land of Conn the 
; 0 lot of your inheritance. 
3 When ye were but few, even a few, and firangers in it: 
25 IS And when they went from nation to nation, and from 
5 | one kingdom to another people; 
1 He ſuffered no man to do them wrong : yea, be reproved 
I tings for their ſa es, 
| Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my n. 19 
| | harm, 
me, male Sing unto the Lox p, all the earth; fhew forth from 
day to day his ſalvation. 
of all his Declare his glory among the Saks; 3 his marvellous 
works among all natians. 
m rejoice For great is the Lok D, and greatly to by praiſed : he 
alſo is to be feared above all gods. 
utinually. For all the gods of the people are idols ; but the Lord 
done, his | made the heavens, 

Glory and honour are in his N 2 and gl | 
Jacob his WS ½/ are in his place. | 
2 Give unto the Lox p ye lindreds of the people, give 

in all the to the Lond glory and ftrength. 
or = Give unto the Loxp the glory due unto his name: 
rd which bring an offering, and come before him; worſhip the LORD 
Ws the beauty of holineſs. 
{brahan, Fear before him, all the earth : the world alfo ſhall be 
3 
_ Fable, that it be not moved. 
appears to Wi Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and 
Juced them “ men ſay among the nations, The Lok rei gneth. 
at from the e Let the ſea roar, and the fulneſi thereof: let the fields 
reſt ideas in BW rejoice, and all that is therein. 


And Ther 


* 


138 DAVID'S BLESSING: 


T hen ſhall the trees of the wood fing out at the preſence 
of the Lord, becauſe he cometh to judge the earth, 
O give thanks to the LoRv, for he is good : for his 
mercy endureth for ever, | 
And ſay ye, Save us, O GOD of our ſalvation, and 
gather ui together, and deliver us from the heathen, that 
we may give thanks to thy holy name, and glory in thy 
praiſe. e 
Bleed be the Lox D GO of 1jracl for ever and ever: 
and all the people ſaid, Amen, and praiſed the Logs. 
It is ſuppoſed that the ark was carried to Jeruſalem 
at the feaſt of tabernacles, at which time the Jews were 
obliged to live in booths and tents; and as their houſes 
had flat roofs, there is reaſon to imagine they * built 
their bowers on the tops of them with ever-greens of 
various kinds; and that they alſo erected booths in 
ranges throughout the larger ſtreets of the city, What 
a beautiful appearance muſt this have made, eſpecially 
at night, when a number of lights glimmered through 
the branches ; and how muſt the humane heart of Da- 
vid be delighted, when he conſidered all theſe bowers 
filled with people, happy in the conſciouſneſs of having 
diſcharged their duty towards Gop, and rejoicing w 
his returning favour ; but above all, what ſatis faction 
mult ariſe in his mind from the reflection, that he was, 
under Go, the cauſe of all this felicity ! It + is likely 
that he made uſe of the following words in bleſſing hu 
people.“ | | 
| God || be merciful unto us, and bleſs us: and cauſe bi 
face to ſhine upon us. 


* Nehemiah, viii. 15, 16. + See Delany's Life of Dari g 
| Pſalm Ixxvii. Th : | 
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That thy way may 3⁰ known nen earth, thy 2 
health among all nations. 

Let the people praiſe thee, 0 Gop; Let all the people 
praiſe thee, 


e preſence 
th, 
for his 


tion, and 
Hen, that 
ry in thy 


earth. 


praiſe thee, 


1nd ever: 


ORD, 
Jeruſalem eur own GOD Hall bleſs us. 
Jews were Gov fhall Bleſs us, and nd the Fs of the earth Gat 
eir houſes . Li. | 
y ? r When David had bleſſed the people, and they were 
8 X gone to join their families in their reſpective tents, he 
„. What repaired to his houſe, to rejoice with his houſehold ; 
but Michal, who was offended with David for his 

eſpeciuly great humility in laying aſide his robes of royalty, and 
d through playing on his harp before the ark, reproached him, for 
rt of Dr. thus levelling himſelf with his ſubjects, thinking that 
ſe bonen A ne had expoſed himſelf to their ſcorn and contempt: 
of hien her reproaches affected him not; for he was conſcious 
een chat he had acted properly, and was certain, that his 
atis faction Bi behaviour was not only approved by God, but would 
An procure him eſteem and honour rather than deriſion; 
F 18 likely or dancing was in thoſe days frequently practiſed as a 
dleſſing bv I religious ceremony, on public ſolemnities. 

Miriam the propheteſs, took a timbre], and all the 
id cauſe bi Women went out after her with timbrels and with 

7 dances ;” fo alſo Jephthah's s daughter : other inſtances 
14 might be Produced from ſacred hiſtory, From whence 


we 


7a 


O let the nations be clad and fing fer joy : far thou ſhalt 
judge the people righteoufly, and govern the n _ 


Then foall the earth yield her increaſe ; and Gov, „ even. 


Let the feople praiſe as; O Gop; tet all the people 
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140 MICHAL'S REPROACH, 


we may conclude, that David did not act with impro. 
priety in this particular; and ſurely we cannot join with 
Michal, in condemning him for playing, on, his harp on 
ſo Joyful an occaſion ; therefore, we muſt own, that ſhe 
expoſed her/elf moſt to contempt and deriſion, by laying 
aſide the nobleſt ornaments of a royal matron, piety 
and humility towards Gov. Sh 

Though David, when ſeated on the throne of Tir! 
was at the height of worldly power and grandeur, he 
could not reſt till he had eſtabliſhed the public worſhip 
of Gop in his kingdom, and for this purpoſe was at 
incredible pains and expence. He had well conſidered 
the ſubject, and was convinced, that the practice of re- 
ligious duties was abſolutely neceſſary for the welfare of 
the ſtate, as well as for the happineſs of its individuals. 
His royal example had proper influence on his ſubjetts, 
the ſabbaths were regularly kept, and all the ordinances 


of the Lox p obſerved with becoming reverence : the 


Loxp cauſed the light of his countenance to ſpine on then, 
and they were proſperous and honourable. | 
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NATHAN riss r ArrROVETAH DAVID's PurPosE 
ro Bv1L.D an HOUSE rox Tus ARK —Arrzx- 
wands BY GOD's CouuAN D roRBIDDETH HIM 
Hz PROMISETH BLESSINGS TO HIS POSTERITY 
—DAVID's PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING. 
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ND it came to paſs when the king fat 
in his houſe, and the Lorp had given 
him reft round about from all his enemies; 
That the king ſaid unto Nathan the pro- 
phet, See now, I dwell in an houſe of cedar, 
but the ark of Gop dwelleth within curtains. 
And Nathan faid to the king, Go, do all 
that is in thine heart: for the Lord is with 
thee. 8 
And it came to paſs that night, that the 
word of the Loxp came unto Nathan, ſaying, 
Go and tell my ſervant David, Thus faith 
| the Lox, Shalt thou build me an houſe 11 
E CT. me to dwell in? 
Whereas I have not dwelt in any houſe, 
lince the time that I brought vp the children 


of 


142 NATHAN'S INSTRUCTIONS. 
of Iſrael out of Egypt, even to this day, but 


have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle, 

In all the places wherein I have walked 
with all the children of Iſrael, ſpake I a word 
with any of the tribes of Iſrael, whom I com- 
manded to feed my people Iſrael, ſaying 
Why build ye not me an houſe of cedar. 

Now therefore, ſo ſhalt thou ſay unto my 
ſervant David, Thus ſaith the Lord of hofts, 
I took thee from the ſheep-cote, from fol. 
lowing the ſheep, to de ruler over * people 
over Iſrael. 

And I was. with thee Ae ere thou 
wenteſt, and have cut off all thine enemies 
out of thy ſight, and have made thee a great 
name, like unto the name of the great me 
that are in the earth. 5 | 

(Moreover, I will appoint a place for my 
people lrael, and I will plant them, that the Ml 
may dwell in a place of their own, and more 
no more: neither ſhall the children of wick 
edneſs afflict them any more as before time, 
| And as ſince the time that I commanded 
judges to be over my people Iſrael, and hare 
cauſed thee to reſt from all thine enemies) 
Alſo the Los telleth thee, that he will make 
thee an houſe, 
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And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou 
ſhalt ſleep with thy fathers, I will ſet up thy 
ſeed after thee, which ſhall proceed out of 
thy bowels, and I will eſtabliſh his kingdom. 

He ſhall build an houſe for my name, and 
I will eſtabliſh the throne of his e 
for ever. 

I will be his father, hg he ſhall be my 
ſon: if he commit 1niquity I will chaſten 
him with the rod of men, and with the 
ſtripes of the children of men : 

But my mercy ſhall not depart away from 
him, as I took it from Saul, whom I 15 
away before thee. 

And thine houſe and thy U mall . 
thy throne 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever. s 

According to all theſe words, and accord: 


ing to all this viſion, ſo did Nathan ſpeak 


unto David, 


Then went king David in, a ſat tains 


the Loxp, and he ſaid, Who am I, O Lord 


Gop? and what is my houſe, that thou haſt 


brought ne hitherto ? 


And this was yet a ſmall thing in 1 5 
ſight, O Loxp Gop ; but thou haſt ſpoken 
alſo of thy ſervant's houſe for a great while 
ro 


144 DAVID'S THANKSGIVING. 
to come; and is this the manner of mY 
Lorp Gop? 
And what can David ſay more unto thee? 
for thou Loxp Gop knoweſt thy ſervant. 

For thy word's ſake, and according to 
thine own heart haſt thou done all theſe great 
things, to make thy ſervant know them. 

Wherefore thou art great, O Lok Gon: 
for there is none like thee, neither is there 
any God beſides thee, according to all that 
we have heard with our ears. 

And what one nation in the earth is like 
thy people, even like Iſrael, whom Gop went 
to redeem for a people to himſelf, and to 
make him a name, and to do for you great 
things, and terrible, for thy land before thy 
people which thou redeemedſt to thee from 
Egypt, from the nations and their gods ? 


For thou haſt confirmed to thyſelf thy 5 
people Iſrael to be a people unto thee fot 973 


ever: and thou Loxp, art become their Gov, 
And now, O Loxp Gop, the word that 
thou haſt ſpoken concerning thy ſervant, and 
concerning his houſe, eſtabliſh it for ever, 
and do as thou haſt ſaid. | 
And let thy name be magnified for even 


a The LoRD of en is the Gop ove 
 Ifraeli 


DAVID'S THANKSGIVING. rs 
Iſrael : and let the houſe of thy ſervant Da- 


vid be eſtabliſhed before thee, | 
For thou, O Lorp of hoſts, Gob of Iſrael, 


NG. 
men, 0 


to thee? 


rant. haſt revealed to thy ſervant ſaying, I will 
rding to | build thee an houſe : therefore hath thy ſer- 
eſe great vant found in his heart to pray this prayer 


unto thee. 


em. 
p Gon: And now O Lord Gop, thou art that 
is there God, and thy words be true, and thou haſt 


promiſed this goodneſs unto thy ſervant. 
Therefore now let it pleaſe thee to bleſs 
the houſe of thy ſervant, that it 'may conti- 
nue for ever before thee; for thou, O Logp 
Gob, haſt ſpoken it, and with thy bleſſing let 
che houſe of thy ſervant be bleſſed for ever. 
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ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


David was now at reſt from his enemies, and had 
eltabliſed the public auorſpip at JERUSALEM ; but he 
wiſhed to give the ſervice of God all the dignity due 
to it, to diffuſe the GLory of the LoRx p throughout the 
ends of the earth, that the light of true religion ſhould 
iſe from JERUSALEM, lite the ſun from his taber- 
racle; that its going forth ſhould be from the uttermeſ# 
parts of the heavens, and its circuit unto the ends of it, 
that nothing ſhould be hid from the and influence 
Pf it.“ 


Yor. III. | 6 David 


for eveh 
Gop ove 
IIxael! 
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David had a deep ſenſe of the deficiency of his 5% 


endeavours, and an ardent deſire to do more, therefore 
formed a ſcheme for building a magnificent tewple, 
Nathan the prophet was his friend, with him therefore, 
he conſulted ; who thinking it a laudable deſign, en. 
couraged him to put it in execution; but as at this time 
he only ſpake according to the dictates of his own res. 
ſon, he adviſed wrong, for the Lox p revealed to hin 
by the holy Spirit, that he had appcinted other bulineſ 
for David; and to ſoften the refuſal, graciouſly pro. 
miſed that his ſon ſhould build it, and that he woull 
eſtabliſh his kingdom for ever. David was overcome 
with gratitude and aſtoniſhment, and haſted to the 
Tabernacle, to pour out. his acknowledgments to hi 
divine BenefaQor ; his words need no comment, for! 
am ſure, my dear, you are able to underſtand, that 
they are expreſſive of the utmoſt piety, modeſty and 
humility, | 
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SECT RK 

DAVID 5uBpuzTH THE PHILISTINES AND Tae 
MOABITES—SmITETH THE SYRIANS—TOI 
ENDETH JOTHAM WITH PrREsENTS—DAVID 
DEDICATETH THEM -To GOD—SomE ExXPLOITS 


os DAVID's WORTHIES—He pUTTETH, GAR 
RiSONS IN EDOM. | T ON 


A ND after this it came to paſs, that Da- 


vid ſmote the Philiſtines and ſubdued 
them : and David took Metheg-ammah out 


of the hand of the Philiſtines. 


And he ſmote Moab, and meaſured them 
with a line, caſting them down to the 
ground: even with two lines meaſured. he, 
to put to death: and with one full line to 
keep alive: and fo the Moabites became 
David's ſervants, and brought gifts. | 

David ſmote alſo Hadadezer the ſon of 


| Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to reco- 


ver his border at the river Euphrates. | 
And David took from him a thouſand 
chariots, and ſeven hundred horſemen, and 
H 2 twenty 


1438 DAVID'S VICTORIES. 


twenty thouſand footmen: and David hough- 
ed all the chariot-horſes, but reſerved of 
them for an hundred chariots. 

And when the Syrians of Damaſcus came 
to ſuccour Hadadezer king of Zobah, David 
ſlew of the Syrians two and twenty thou- 
ſand men. | 

Then David put garriſons in Syria of Da- 
maſcus: and the Syrians became ſervants to 
David, and brought gifts: and the Lord 
preſerved David whitherſoever he went. 

And David took the ſhields of gold that 


were on the ſervants of Hadadezer, and 


brought them to Jeruſalem. 


And from Betah, and from Berothai, cities 


of Hadadezer, king David took exceeding 


much braſs. 
When Toi king of Hamath heard that 


David had ſmitten ny the hoſt of Hada- 


dezer, 

Then Toi ſent Joram his ſon unto king 
David, to ſalute him, and to bleſs him, be- 
cauſe he had fought againſt Hadadezer, and 
ſmitten him : (for Hadadezer had wars with 
Toi) and Joram brought with him veſſels of 
filver, and veilels of gold, and veſſels of 


braſs ; 
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DAVID'S VICTORIES! 9 
Which alſo king David did dedicate unto 
the Lonp, with the filver and gold that he 
had dedicate of all nations which he ſub- 
dued: 

Of Syria, and of Moab, and of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and of the Philiſtines, and 
of Amalek, and of the ſpoil of Hadadezer 


ſon of Rehob, king of Zobah. 


And David gat him a name when he re- 
turned from ſmiting of the Syrians in the 
valley of falt, being eighteen thouſand men. 

And it came to paſs when David was in 
Edom, and Joab the captain of the hoſt was 
gone up to bury the (lain, after he had ſmit- 
ten every male in Edom: 

(For ſix months did Joab remain there 
with all Iſrael, until he had cut of every 
male in Edom) 

That Hadad who was of the king's ſeed 
in Edom fled, he and certain Edomites of 
his father's ſervants with him, to go into 
Egypt; Hadad being yet a little child. 

And Joab put garriſons in Edom; through- 
out all Edom put he garriſons, and all they 
of Edom became David's ſervants: and the 


Lonn preſerved David whitherſoever he 
went. 


H 3 And 


TW DAVID'S MINISTERS. 
And David | reigned” over all Tfrael, and 


David'executed-judgment and juſtice unto 


all his- people. 

And Joab the ſon of eh was over the 
hoſt; and Jehoſhaphat the ſon of Ahilud 
was recorder; heed 

And Zadok a ſon of Ahitub, and Ahi- 
melech the ſon of Abiathar, were the prieſts; 
and Seriah was the ſcribe ; 

And Benaiah the ſon of Jehotada was over 


both the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and 


David's ſons were chiet rulers, 
Alfo Jonathan, David's uncle was a coun- 
ſelor, a wiſe man, and a ſcribe ; and Jchiel 


ſons. 


And Ahitophel was + ithe king's ulli 


and Huſhai the Archite was the king's com- 
8 

And after Atiirophel was Jchoiada the ſon 
of Benaiah, and Abiathar: and the general 
of the king's army was Joab. 
- And over the king's treaſures was Azma- 
veth the ſon of Adiel; and over the ſtore- 
houſes in the fields, in the cities and in the 
villages, and in the caſtles, was Jehonathan 


the ſon of Uzziah. 
| And 


the ſon of Hachmoni was with the 8500 $ 


gerite: 
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And over them that did the work of the 


field for tillage” of the ground, was Eri the 
ſon of Chelub. 4 

And over the vineyards was Shemei the 
Ramathite: over the increaſe of the vine- 
yards for the wine-cellars was Zabdi the 
Shiphmite. 


And over the olive-trees and the ſyca- 
more- trees that were in the low plains, was 


Baal-hanan the Gederite: and over the cel- 
lars of oil was Joaſh. 

And over the herds that fed in Sharon was 

nitrai,the Sharonite; and over the herds 
that were in the valley, was Shaphat the ſon 
of Adlai. | | 

Over the camels alſo was Obil the Iſh- 
meelite: and over the aſſes was Jehdeiah 
the Meronothite. 


And over the flocks was Jaziz the Ha- 
gerite: all theſe were the rulers of the ſub- 


ſtance which was king David's. 


Theſe be the names of the mighty men 


whom David had: The Tachmonite that fat 
in the ſeat, chief among the captains, (the 
lame was Adino the Eznite) he lift up his 
(pear againſt eight hundred, whom he ſlew 
at 0ne time, 


"DS - And 
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And after him was Eleazar the ſon of Do- A 
do the Ahohite, one of the three mighty men ind 
with David, when they defied the Philiſtines but 
that were there gathered together to battle, pluc 
and the men of Iſrael were gone away. and. 1 

He aroſe, and ſmote the Philiſtines until 
his hand was weary, and his hand clave unto 
the ſword: and the Loxp wrought a great 2 
victory that day; and the people returned 5 
alter hun only to ſpoil. 


Was NC 

And after him was Shammah the ſon of was ap 
Agee the Hararite : and the Philiſtines were eſtabliſ 
gathered together into a troop, where was a as they 
. ES : land, it 
piece of ground full of lentiles: and the Ts 
people fled from the Philiſtines. er 
But he ſtood in the midſt of the ground treaty v 
and defended it, and flew the Philiſtines; Who hae 
and the Lox D wrought a great victory. "IK 
And Abiſhai che brother of Joab, the ſon Ph 
of Zeruiah, was chief among three; and he partial f 
lift up his ſpear againſt three hundred, and By Me 
ſlew them, and had the name among three.” lilines, 
And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, the fon longing. 
of a valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had done 3 f 
many acts, he flew two lion- like men of Wi tue 
Moab: he went down alſo and flew a lion ¶ hucceg; 


in the midſt of a pit in time of ſnow. 


And 


D AVI DIS WORT HIE S. 153 
And he flew an Egyptian, a goodly man: 


and the Egyptian had a ſpear in his hand; 


but he went down to him with a ſtaff, and 
plucked the ſpear out of the Egyptian's hand,, 
and flew him with his own ſpear, 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


David underſtanding from Nathan's anſwer, that he 
was not to build a temple unto the Lord, but that he 


was appointed to ſubdue the enemies of Tirael, and 
eſtabliſh his people in peace and ſecurity ; reflected, that 
as they were not yet in full poſſeſſion of the promiſed 
land, it was his pecaliar buſineſs to drive out the idola- 
ters, and ſettle the tribes of Iſrael in their ſtead. He 
therefore began with the Philiſtines, having made no 
treaty with them; and it is likely that even Achiſh, 
who had behaved in fo friendly a manner when David. 
fled to him for ſaccour, had joined in committing hoſti- 
lities againſt him as king of Iſrael ;. beſides, it was ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with David's preſent ſituation „ to ſhew: 
partial favour towards Achiſh, from private motives. 

By Metheg Ammah, which David took from the Phi- 
liſtines, is meant the city of * Gath and t territories be- 
longing to it. | 

The Moabites had been fo effeQually ſubdued by 


© Ehud, that we read no more of them in ſacred hiſtory 
Full the days of Saul, who warred againſt them with 


lacceſs; + and you know that the king of Moab be- 


* 1 Chron, xviii. 1. r Sam, xiv. 47. 
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haved with great hoſpitality to David's parents;  how- 
ever, when he came to the crown they entered into a 
confederacy againſt him with the neighbouring nations; 
and there was reaſon to expect they would ſoon renew 
their hoſtilities, otherwiſe David would not have made 
war with them; becauſe the law expreſsly commanded, 
that the Iſraelites ſhould not attack the Edomites, 
Moabites, and Ammonites, without provocation; for 
this reaſon, David was particularly careful to preſerve 
as many of their lives as he could. Having * conquered 
the whole country, he took an exact ſurvey of every 
part of it, ** caſting them to the ground; that is to ſay, 
laying leuel their ffrong holds and fortified places, excepting 
ſuch as he thought proper to garriſon. with his troops; 
then he marked out two tracks of the country, one 
conſiſting of thoſe Moabites who had been moſt active 
in the war againſt him, theſe he condemned to death; 
and the inhabitants of the other he ſaved alive, on 
condition of their paying him tribute. This ſeems to 
be the meaning of his meaſuring them with a line, &c. 

David next went to recover his border at the river 
Euphrates, that is to ſay, extend his dominions as far 
as the grant given by Gop to Abraham in theſe words, 
«« Unto thy ſeed have I given this land, from the river if 
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates ;** but he 
met with great oppoſition from Hadadezar, Who was at 
that time king of Zobah in the land of Syria. 

The + Syrians were defcended partly from Aram the 
youngeſt ſon of Shem, and partly from Hamathi one 
of the eleven ſons of Canaan. This country, which 
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1 Pſalm Ixviii. 4 to 9. Chandler's Life of David. T Lee 
the Hiſtory of the Syrians in Univerſal Hiſtory. 
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how- was of great extent, was divided into many petty king- 
to 2 doms, of which Zobah was one. Rehob is ſuppoſed 
ions; to haze been the firſt king of it, and to have laid the 
ene w foundation of his ſon's grandeur. Hadadezar was a 
made great and ambitious prince, and ſeems to have aſpired 
ded, Mat the univerſal monarchy of Syria; but his oppo- 
Utes, ſition to David was attended with ſuch loſſes, that he 
; for nas under the neceflity of calling in the aid of the peo- 
ſerve ple of Damaſcus (another part of Syria) which place 
aered was then without a king ; but they ſoon after received 
every er their ſovereign, Rezon, * one of Hadadezar's ſub- 


ets who revolted from him. 


ans, from the number of chariots and horſes which even 


OPS; | 
„one thoſe kings who reigned over a very ſmall part of it 
active oſſeſſed; and from the golden ſhields which David 


ook from their ſoldiers : we may juſtly conclude, that 
David not only hamſtrung the horſes, but burned the 
hariots in the fire agreeably to Gop's command. I 


. Wave already told you, that this command was given to 
rien rerent their placing dependance on their own power, 

1 and that they might truſt in Gop alone. 
xj You read that David put garriions in Edom ; "Sod 
ver of Which we may conjecture, that the Edomites alſo had 
ol oined the former conſpiracy ** te cut 6f 1/rael from 
= eing a nation, that the name if 1jraet might no longer 
emain in remembrance. And from the account of 
1 oad's ſeverity towards them, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
od hat as the Edomites had abuſed the mercy which God. 
hich ad commanded to be ſhewed towards them, David 
Nas authorized to put them to the ſword. We muſt 

+ Lee 


* See 1 Kings xl. 23, 
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We may form an high idea of the riches of the Syri- . 
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not, however imagine, that Joab deſtroyed all the in. 
habitants in the whole country of Edom; though we 
are told, that he cut off all the males; for this expreſſion 
may only extend to thoſe who were in arms againſt him, 
and ſhews that he ſpared the women and children. 


From the time of Moſes, when you know the Edom. 


ites refuſed Iſrael a paſſage through their land, ſacred 
_ hiſtory is ſilent about them, except in reſpect to their 
joining the confederacy above-mentioned ; but it ap- 
pears, that they had employed themſelves in extending 
their dominions, and applied themſelves to trade and 
navigation, particularly in the Arabian gulph. They 
dealt in very rich commodities: pure gold, gold 
Ophir, the topaz of Ethiopia, corals, pearls, &c. and 
became a very conſiderable kingdom; but they noy 
began to fee] the effects of Iſaac's prophecy, that zh 
elder ſhould ſerve the younger; for thoſe that were not 
deſtroyed, were either brought into ſubjection by Joab, 
or fled with their young king into Egypt. 


Though David was engaged in wars abroad, he did 


not neglect the adminiſtration of juſtice at home; al 


his ſubjects were ſafe under his protection, and ſhared 


the fruits of his good government. He made choice of 
able miniſters to diſcharge the great offices of the ſtate, 
Joab was commander in chief of the forces; he wasa 
valiant man; but there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, David 
would willingly have preferred another to his place on 
account of his having murdered Aſahel; but that he 
could not remove him without raiſing commotions in 

the ſtate, as Joab had a great deal of power. 
Jehiel was tutor and governor of the king's younge! 
ſons, Ahiþud was recorder, that is to ſay, a remen- 
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brancer or writer of chronicles. Jonathan and Seraiah 


| were the ſcribes, or (as is ſuppoſed) the principal ſe- 


cretaries of ſtate. The brave Benaiah, who performed 
noble exploits, was the captain of the life- guard. 
Cherethites * was another name for Philifines; but 
we cannot ſuppoſe that David preferred thoſe who had 
been the inveterate enemies of his country (even if they 
were now become pro/ehztes) to his own ſubjects: the 
moſt probable conjecture therefore is, that the Chererhites 
were thoſe troops who had reſorted to him in his dif. 
treſs, gone along with him into Philiſtia, and adhered 


to him in his calamities. 


The Pelethites are ſuppoſed to have been thoſe who 
reſorted to him at Ziglag, whilſt he was ſtill under the 
protection of Achiſh, and might be denominated Pele- 


thites, from the name of their leader Pelet, the fon 


of Azmaveth. 


* Delany's Life of David. + 1 Chron, xii. 3. 
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S E S T. XI. 


DAVID sENDETR FOR MEPHIBOSHETH JO- 


NATHAN's Son — RESTORETH TO HIM ALL 
 SAUL's PATERNAL ESTATE—MAKETH ZIBA 


' His FARMER. 


N D David faid, Is there yet any that 
is left of the houſe of Saul, that 1 


may ſhew him kindneſs for Jonathan's ſake? 


And there was of the houſe of Saul, a ſer- 
vant whoſe name was Ziba: and when they 
had called him unto David, the. king ſaid 
unto him, Art thou Ziba? And he ſaid, thy 


ſervant 15 he. 


And the king ſaid, Is there not yet any of 
the houſe of Saul, that I may ſhew the kind- 
neſs of Gop unto him? and Ziba ſaid unto 


the king, Jonathan hath yet a fon, which 1s 
Jame on his feet. 


And the king faid unto ER, Where is 


he ? And Ziba aid unto the king, Behold, 
he is in the houſe of Michir, the fon of Am- 


miel, in Lo- debar. 
Then 
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Then king David ſent, and fet him out of 
the houſe of Michar, the ſon of -Ammich, 
from Lo-debar. 


Now when Mephiboſheth ds ſon "of Jo- 


nathan, the ſon of Saul, was come unto Da- 
vid, he fell on his face, and did reverence. 
And David ſaid, Mephiboſheth. And he 
anſwered, Behold thy ſervant. 

And David ſaid unto him, Fear not; for 
I will ſurely ſhew; thee kindneſs, for Jona- 
than thy father's ſake, and will reſtore thee 
all the land of. Saul thy father, and thou 
ſhalt eat bread at my table continually. 

And he bowed himſelf, and ſaid, What is 


thy ſervant, that thou ſhouldeſt look upon 


ſuch a dead dog as I am? 


Then the 45 called to Ziba Saul O ſer-, 


vant, and ſaid unto him, I have given unto; 
thy maſter's ſon all that pertained to Saul, 
and to all his houſe. , f 


Thou therefore and thy ſons, and thy ſer- | 


vants ſhall till, the land for him, and thou 
ſhalt bring in the fruits, that thy maſter's, 
ſon may Jann food: to eat : but Mephibo- 
ſheth thy maſter's ſon ſhall eat bread alway 


Jat my table. Now Ziba had fifteen ſons, 


and twenty ſcrvants, 


| Then 
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ME 

Then ſaid Ziba unto'the king, According him re 
to all that my lord the king hath command- as he | 
ed his ſervant, ſo ſhall thy ſervant do. As to ſhe1 
for Mephiboſheth, ſaid the king, he ſhall ea i © 
at my table, as one of the king's ſons. 5 p 
And Mephiboſheth had a young ſon, ANTS 
whoſe name was Micha: and all that dwelt Hou 
in the houſe of Ziba, were ſervants unto dolhei! 
Mephiboſheth. {as 
; : i celving 
So Mephiboſheth dwelt in Feruſalem: for Mep 
he did eat continually at the king's table; and ap 
and was lame on both his feet, he had 
ELITE 1 royal f: 

1 | dence c 

ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. iv 

; | | ity anc 
Whenever David enjoyed an interval of peace, he ax fait 
ſtudied to improve it to ſome good purpoſe; his g rati- did na! 
tude to Gop had lately been exerted in bringing back remem! 
on him 


the Ark, and the pious defign of building a temple for 
public worſhip: religion was his firſt care, and the 
good of his ſubjeQs was the next. 

No doubt he often recollected with painful regret 
and tender ſorrow, his dear friend Jonathan ; but 
whilſt his kingdom was in an unſettled ſtate, he could 
not with propriety and ſafety introduce into. his family 
one of Saul's race; beſides, it is probable, that David 
ſuppoſed Mephiboſheth was dead (as his nurſe con- 
cealed him) and that he thought there were none 0! 
Jonathan's pofterity alive; but as his covenant wit 
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him remained firmly impreſſed on his memory, (as ſoon 
as he had regulated the affairs of the ſtate) he reſolved 
to ſhew kindneſs to any one of Saul's family for Jona- 
than's ſake; and when he found on enquiry, that there 
was ſtill a ſon of his beloved friend left, his heart 
panted with impatience to ſhew him kindneſs, to ſuc- 
cour and protect him. , | 

How kindly did David remove the fears of Mephi- 
boſheih, and provide for the ſupport of his houſhold, 
by giving him the paternal inheritance of Saul, and re- 
ceiving him into his own family! 

Mephiboſheth was now raiſed from a ſtate of obſcurity 
and apprehenſion, to plenty, eaſe, and magnificence ; 
he had an ample fortune, and was treated as one of the 
royal family; beſides all this, he enjoyed the confi- 
dence of the king, who without doubt, took every op- 
portunity of engaging his gratitude, by acts of genero- 
ſity and tenderne!s. So you find, my dear, that David 
was faithful in the performance of his promiſes, and 
did not ſuffer proſperity and ſuceeſs to obliterate the 
remembrance of thoſe benefits which had been conferred 
on him in the time of his diſtreſs, 
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DAVID's AMBASSADORS ABUSED BY Tar they ſt. 
AMMONITES—A WAR Ensues. mon ſc 

e Wind th 

| ND it came to pats after this, that the NHotme 
king of the children of Ammon died, en, a 

and Hanun his ſon reigned in his ſtead, And 
Then ſaid David, I will ſhew kindneſs Hand all 
unto Hanun the ſon of Nahaſh, as his father And 
ſhewed kindneſs unto me. And David ſent end pu 
to comfort him by the hand of his ſervants, Min of tt 
for his father. And David's ſervants came Hof Reh: 
into the land of the children of Ammon. hemſe 
And the princes of the children of Am- Whe 
mon ſaid unto Hanun their lord, Thinkeſt Mbattle 1 
thou that David doth honour thy father, Nchoſe o 
that he hath ſent comforters unto thee? hath hem ir 
not David rather ſent his ſervants unto thee, And 
to ſearch the city, and to ſpy it out, and to into the 
overthrow it ? Whe mig] 
Wherefore Hanun took David's ſervants, Mldren of 
and ſhaved off one half of their beards and And 
ſent them away. for me, 


When 


£ 


DAYID!S! AMBASSADONS. r63 
When they told it unto David, he ſent 


named; and the king ſaid, Tarry at Jericho 
And when the children of Ammon ſaw that 


they ſtank before David, the children of Am- 
mon ſent and hired the Syrians of Beth- rehob, 


"THE 


men, and of Iſhtob twelve thouſand men. 
And when David heard of it, he ſent Joab, 


neſs Hand all the hoſt of the mighty men. 
ther And the: children of Ammon came out, 
ſent nd put the battle in array at the entering 


of Rehob, and Iſh-tob, and Maacah were by 
themſelves in the field. 


them in array againſt the Syrians. 
into the hands of Abiſhai his brother, that 


dren of Ammon. 
And he ſaid, If the Syrians be too ſtrong 


children 


o mect them becauſe the men were greatly 


until your beards be grown, and then return. 


nd the Syrians of Zobah; twenty thouſand: 
Wootmcn, and of king of Maacah, a thouſand. 


In of the gate: and the Syrians of Zoba and 


When Joab ſaw that | the front? of the 
Wattle was againſt him before and behind, he 
Wchoſe of all the choice men of Iſrael, and put 


And the reſt of the people he delivered 


e might put them in array againſt the chil- 


i for me, then thou ſhalt help me: but if the 
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children of Ammon be too ſtrong for thee, 
then I will come and help thee. | 
Be of good courage, and let us play the 
men for our people, and for the cities of our 
Gop : and the Loxp do that en ſremeth 
him good. 

And Joab drew nigh, and the people that 


were with him, unto the battle againſt the 


Syrians: and they fled before him. 

And when the children of Ammon ſaw 
that the Syrians were fled, then fled they 
alſo before Abiſhai,. and entered into the 
city: ſo Joab returned from the children of 
Ammon, and came to Jeruſalem. 

And when the Syrians ſaw that they were 
ſmitten before Iſrael, they NE them- 
ſelves together. 5 

And Hadarezer ſent, and brought out the 
Syrians that were beyond the river: and 
they came to Helam : and Shobach the cap- 


tain of the hoſt of Hiadaragee went __ 


hem . 

And when it was told David, he 1 e 
all Iſrael together, and paſſed over Jordan, 
and came to Helam: and the Syrians ſet 
themſelves in array ain David, and fought 
with him. „ gh 25 
| And 
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And the Syrians fed before Iſrael, and 
David flew the men of ſeven hundred cha- 
riots of the Syrians, and forty, thouſand horſe- 
men, and ſmote Shobach the captain of their 
hoſt, who died there. 

And when all the kings that were ſervants 
to Hadarezer ſaw that they were ſmitten be- 
fore Iſrael, they made peace with Iſrael, and 
ſerved them. So the Syrians feared to help 
the children of Ammon any more, 


ANNOTATIONS AN DO REFLECTIONS. 


What particular kindneſs Nahaſh had ſhewn to Da- 
vid we are not informed, but it muſt have been whilſt 
he was perſecuted by Saul. 

The indignity which Hanun put upon David's am- 
baſſadors was very great, becauſe long beards and long 
garments were marks of honour and diſtinction; and 
cutting off the beard was a matter of the higheſt re- 
proach ; for it was inflicted in ſome places as a punith- 
ment for heinous offences, and was a particular inſult 
to the Jews, as their religion prohibited their cutting 
off any part of their beards. 

David, though he muſt naturally reſent this con- 
tem ptuous and injurious treatment of his ambaſſadors, 
did not make any preparations for war, till the Am- 
monites, who expected to feel the effects of his reſent- 
ment, had hired confederates and taken the field. It 

Was 
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was a fixed principle with David, never to indulge hi 


O01 revenge; therefore we may conelude, that he re 


ferred himſelf to Gon, and had permiflic on. to ſend 
forth his army with Joab to repel the invaſion. 
-Joab inadvertently expoſed himſelf and his army t 
great danger, by not gaining proper information in re 
ſpect to the ſituation of the enemy; but with a happy 
preſence of mind, and proper confidence in Gov, MD AVI 
animated his ſoldiers by a noble ſpeech, and 1 droſ Barr 
their enemies before them. His \ 
Whether the ſeaſon of the year was too far advancel 
to keep the field, or for what, reaſon Joab returned t 


Jeruſalem we are not told; but it ſeems, the Syrian N 

expected another attack, and prepared accordingly 

when David learnt this, he collected his troops anoo fort 

went againſt them in perſon, a battle enſued, in whid bis for 

_ 952 greateſt W 8 18 Weg l in any d they de 
avid's wars. 

The gaining of this battle; effectually fniſhed the beſiege 
Syrian war, and eſtabliſhed David's dominions on thal J eruſfal 
fide, to the utmoſt extent of God's promiſe to Abraham And 
Now. was David advanced to the higheſt pitch on ne 
earthly power and grandeur; he had been ſucceſsful in 
eight ſeveral wars, all righteouſly begun; and what! inan 
very extraordinary, had fought no battle which he did And 
not win, and aſſaulted no city which he did not takeWand one 
but the LokRD was with him. 75 of Uria 
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op, DAVID caus ETH URIAH To BE SLAIN IN 
y dra BATTILE— AN Db TAKETH BATHSHEBA To BE 
| HIS WIFE. | | 

lvancel 


rned ti 
Syrian N D it came to paſs, that after the year 


dinghy was expired, at the time when kings 
ps ano forth to battle, that David ſent Joab and 
2 whiWhis ſervants with him, and all Iſrael; and 
2 Whey deſtroyed the children of Ammon, and 
ned ul beſieged Rabbah : but David tarried ill at 
on thiM Jeruſalem. ; | 
Yrahanfl And it came to paſs,.that as David walked 
pitch Won the roof of his houſe, that he beheld a 
eſsful i | : 
_ FT and ſhe was beautiful. | 
\ he i And David ſent and enquired after her, 
ot takeMand one ſaid, Is not this Bathſheba the wife 
of Uriah the Hittite. 
And it came to paſs that David wrote a 
letter to Joab, ſaying, Set ye Uriah in the 
forefront of the hotteſt battle, and retire ye 


gel from him, that he may be ſmitten, and die. 


And 


168 URIAH SLAIN. 


And it came to paſs when Joab obſeryed 
the city, that he aſſigned Uriah unto a place 
where he knew that valiant men were. 

And the men of the city went out, and 
fought with Joab: and there fell ſome of 
the people of the ſervants of David, and 
Vriah the Hittite died alſo. 

Then Joab ſent, and told David all the 
things concerning the war. 

And charged the meſſenger, 8 When 
thou haſt made an end of telling the matters 
of the war unto the king, | 

And if fo be that the king's wrath ariſe, 
and he ſay unto. thee, Wherefore approached 
ye ſo nigh unto the city when ye did fight! 
knew ye not that they would ſhoot from the 
water py 

Who ſmote Abimelech the ſon of Jerub- 
beſheth ? did not a woman caſt a piece of a 
milſtone upon him from the wall that he 
died in Thebez? why went ye nigh the 
wall? then ſay thou, Thy ſervant Uriah the 
Hittite 1s dead alſo. 

So the meſſenger went, and came "ey ſhew- 
ed David all that Joab had ſent him for. 
And the meſſenger ſaid unto David, Sure- 
ly the men prevailed againſt us, and came 
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out unto us into the field, and we were upon 


them even unto the entering of the gate. 
And the ſhooters ſhot from off the wall 
upon thy ſervants, and ſome of the king's 


ſervants be dead, and thy ſervant Uriah the 


Hittite is dead alſo. 

Then David ſaid unto the meſſenger, 
Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto Joab, Let not this 
thing diſpleaſe thee: for the ſword devour- 
eth one as well as another: make thy battle 
more ſtrong againſt the city, and overthrow 
it; and encourage thou him. 


And when the wife of Uriah heard that 


Uriah her huſband was dead, ſhe mourned 


for hex huſband, 


And when the mourning was paſt, David 
ſent, and ſet her to his houſe, and ſhe became 
his wife, and bare him a ſon: but the thing 
that David had done diſpleaſed the Lorb. 

And the Lord -ſent Nathan unto David: 


and he came unto him, and ſaid unto him, 


There were two men in one city ; the one 
rich, and the other poor. 
The rich man had exceeding many flocks 
and herds: | | 
But the poor man had nothing ſave one 
little ewe-lamb, which he had bought and 
Vol. II. I nouriſhed 
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nouriſhed up: and it grew up together with 
him, and with his children ; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own cup, and 
lay in his boſom, and was unto him as a 
daughter. | 

And there came a traveller unto. the rich 
man, and he ſpared to take of his own flocks, 
and of his own herd, to dreſs for the way- 
faring man that was come unto him, but 
took the poor man's lamb, and dreſſed it for 
the man that was come to him. 

And David's anger was greatly kindled 
= againſt the man, and he ſaid to Nathan, As 
the Lord liveth, the man that hath done 
this thing, ſhall ſurely die. 1 i 

And he. ſhall reftore the lamb four-fold, 
becauſe he did this thing, and becauſe he 


. Had no pity. 


And Nathan ſaid to David, Thou art the 
man. Thus ſaith the Log D Gop of Iſrael, 
I anointed thee king over Iſrael, and ] deli- 
vered thee out of the hand of Saul: 

And I gave thee thy maſter's houſe, and! 


gave thee the houſe of Iſrael, and I delivered 


thee out of the hand of Saul; and if that 
had been too little J would moreover have 


given unto thee ſuch and ſuch things. 
Wheretore 
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DAVID'S CONTRITION. mn 
| Wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the com- 
mandment of the Loxp, to do evil in his 
fight? thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittite 
with the ſword, and haſt taken his wife to be 
thy wife, and haſt ſlain him with the ſword 

of the children of Ammon. 

Now therefore the ſword ſhall never de- 
part from thine houſe; becauſe thou haſt 
deſpiſed me, and haſt taken the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite to be thy wife. 

Thus ſaith the Lorp, Behold, I will raiſe 
up evil unto thee out of thine own houſe, 
for thou didſt it ſecretly, but I will do this 
thing before Iſrael, and before the ſun. 

And David ſaid unto Nathan, I have ſin- 
ned againſt the Lox D. And. Nathan ſaid 
unto David, The Lord alſo hath put away 
thy ſin ; thou ſhalt not die. | 

Howbeit, becauſe by this deed thou haſt 
given great occaſion to the enemies of the 
Lob to blaſpheme, the child alſo that is 
born unto thee, ſhall ſurely die. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Are you not quite ſhocked, my dear, to read, that 
David, who was ſo well acquainted with kis duty, ſhould 
commit ſuch enormous crimes? The ſin of taking 
La: another 


172 DAVID'S REMORSE. 


another man's wife, which is called adultery, was for- 
bidden under the Jewiſh law on pain of death ; yet 
David was not only guilty of it, but added treachery 
and murder to it! I need not enlarge on the nature of 
his offences, for I am ſure your own reaſon will teach 
you, that they were very great; and I dare ſay you are 
grieved, to meet with ſuch a blemiſh in ſo good a cha- 
racer. * Nothing can be ſaid in excuſe for Dayid ; and 
it is to be feared, that proſperity had made him leſs 
attentive to the performance of his religious exerciſes, 
as they would have kept his mind from deſiring, what 
Gop's law forbad him to covet: we * will however 
ſuppoſe, that he ſuffered in private, all the agonies of re- 
morſe and ſelf-condemnation ; but Gop required more, 
and therefore ſent the prophet Nathan to bring him 
to public confeſſion; Nathan executed his commiſſion 
with ſo much judgment and addreſs, that the king with- 
out knowing it, pronounced ſentence on himſelf. Did 
he deſerve to die who had taken his neighbour's lamb ? 
How much more he who had taken his neighbour's 
wife, and cauſed him to be ſlain? Who had abuſed 
Gop's bounty, and deſpiſed the commandment of the 


Lok p? 


David did not offer to extenuate his guilt, but ſtung 
with ſhame, and oppreſſed with dread of divine ven- 
geance ſo juſtly due, acknowledged his fin; and the 
Lok p, knowing that his penitence was ſincere, to fave 
him from deſpair, permitted Nathan to aſſure him, 
that he would /pare his lie, and ſave him from eternal 
death; but it was neceſſary, for the honour cf Gop, 
that ſome exemplary puniſhment ſhould fall on ſuch a 


* Delany's Life of King David, 
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ſinner, leſt blaſphemous men ſhould ſay, zh. Lox p Was 


partial in his dealings, and a reſpecter of perſons : and 


vou will find, that all the judgments which Nathan 


pronounced, were inflicted on David afterwards. As 


ſoon as the king found that his guilt was known to the 


world, he refolved to do all in his power to wipe off the 
reproach he had brought on that holy religion which he 
had taken ſuch pains to propagate; and make all poſ- 
ible reparation for his offence, both to Gop and man. 
Could the blood of thouſands of burnt ſacrifices have 
waſied away the ſtain of guilt from his polluted mind, 
gladly would he have offered them; but for ſuch 
crimes, the only ſacrifice that could be acceptable to 


the LoxD was, repentance and humiliation ; he there- 
fore reſolved to make + a public confeſſion before his 


people, and for this purpoſe compoſed the following 
pſalm, commanding it to be ſung in the tabernacle, in 
the preſence of the congregation, himſelf attending, 
and proſtrate before the throne of mercy, 


— 


DAVID'S CONFESSIONS 


Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving 
kindneſs ; according unto the multitude of thy tender mer- 


cies blot out my tranſgreſſions. 
Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me 


from my fin. 
For 1 acknowledge my tranſgreſſions : and * in is ever 


before me. 


+ Delany's Life of David. “ Pſalm li. 
13 
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another man's wife, which is called adultery, was for- 
bidden under the Jewiſh law on pain of death; yet 
David was not only guilty of it, but added treachery 
and murder to it! I need not enlarge on the nature of 
his offences, for I am ſure your own reaſon will teach 
you, that they were very great; and I dare ſay you are 
grieved, to meet with ſuch a blemiſh in ſo good a cha- 
racter. Nothing can be ſaid in excuſe for Dayid ; and 
it is to be feared, that proſperity had made him leſs 
attentive to the performance of his religious exerciſes, 
as they would have kept his mind from deſiring, what 
Gop's law forbad him to covet: we“ will however 
ſuppoſe, that he ſuffered in private, all the agonies of re- 
morſe and ſelf-condemnation; but Gop required more, 
and therefore ſent the prophet Nathan to bring him 
to public confeſſion; Nathan executed his commiſſion 
with ſo much judgment and addreſs, that the king with- 
out knowing it, pronounced ſentence on himſelf, Did 
he deſerve to die who had taken his neighbour's lamb ? 
How much more he who had taken his neighbour's 
wife, and cauſed him to be ſlain? Who had abuſed 
Gop's bounty, and deſpiſed the commandment of the 


- Lorp? 


David did not offer to extenuate his guilt, but ſtung 
with ſhame, and oppreſſed with dread of divine ven- 
geance ſo juſtly due, acknowledged his ſin; and the 
Lox», knowing that his penitence was ſincere, to ſave 
him from deſpair, permitted Nathan to afſure him, 
that he would are his lie, and ſave him from eternal 
death; but it. was neceſſary, for the honour cf Goo, 
that ſome exemplary puniſhment ſhould fall on ſuch 2 


* Delany's Life of King David» 
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ſinner, leſt blaſphemous men ſhould ſay, the Lox D was 
partial in his dealings, and a reſpecter of perſons : and 
you will find, that all the judgments which Nathan 
pronounced, were inflicted on David afterwards. As 
ſoon as the king found that his guilt was known to the 
world, he reſolved to do all in his power to wipe off the 
reproach he had brought on that holy religien which he 


had taken ſuch pains to propagate; and make all poſ- 
ſible reparation for his offence, both to Gop and man. 


Could the blood of thouſands of burnt ſacrifices have 
waſied away the ſtain of guilt from his polluted mind, 
gladly would he have offered them; but for ſuch 
crimes, the only ſacrifice that could be acceptable to 


the LoD was, repentance and humiliation ; he there- 
fore reſolved to make + a public confeſſion before his 


people, and for this purpoſe compoſed the following 
pſalm, commanding it to be ſung in the tabernacle, in 
the preſence of the congregation, himſelf attending, 
and proſtrate before the throne of mercy. | 


DAVID'S CONFESSIONS. 


Hawe mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving. 
kindneſs ; according unto the multitude of thy tender mer- 


cies blot out my tranſgreſſions. 

Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me 
from my fin. 

For I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions : and my. fin is ever 
before me. | 


+ Delany's Life of David, * Pſalm li. 
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Againſt thee, thee only have I finned, and done this evil 
a thy fight : that thou mighteſ? be juſtified when thou 
ſpeakeſt, and be clear when thou judgeſt. 

Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity : and in fin did my 
mother conceive me, 

Behold, thou defireft truth in the inward parts; and in 
the hidden part theu ſhalt make me to know wiſdom. 

Purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean ; waſh me, 
ard TI hall be whiter than ſnow. 

Make me to hear jay and gladneſs : that the bones which 
thou haſt broken, may rejoice. | 

Hide thy face from my fins; and blot out all my ini- 
guities. 

Create in me à clean bear, O Gop; 4 renew a 
2 Spirit within ne. 

Caſt me not away from thy preſence ; and take not e 
holy Spirit from me. 

Reſtore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation ; ; and uphold me 
with thy free ſpirit, 

T hen will I teach tranſgrefſors thy ways, and finners 

Hall be converted unto thee, 

Deliver me from blood-guiltineſs, O Gov, thou Gon 
of my ſalvation: and my tongue ſhall fing aloud of thy 
righteouſneſs. 

O Lok), open thou my lips, and my mouth ſhall fhew 
forth thy praiſe. 

For thou defireft not ſacrifice, elſe would T give it: 
thou deli ghteſt not in burnt-offering. | 

T he ſacrifices of GoD are a broken ſpirit : a broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

Do good in thy good pleaſure unto Zion: build thou the 
walls of Feruſalem. | | 
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Then ſpalt thou be pleaſed with the ſacrifices of righ- 
zeouſneſs, with burnt=offtring, and whole burnt-offering ; 
then ſhall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 


Think, my dear, that you behold the greateſt mo- 
narch upon earth thus humbled for his fins before Gop, 
confeſſing his ſhame with contrition and confuſion of 
face, calling out for mercy, and imploring pardon in 
the preſence of his meaneſt ſubject; and I am ſure you 
mult feel the greateſt abhorrence of guilt, which alone 
could reduce him to ſuch a ſituation. Beſides the diſ- 
pleaſure of Gop, and the reproach he had brought on 
religion, David was ſcorned by his enemies, and in- 
ſulted by his inferiors; ſurely, no one will be encou- 

raged to imitate him in his crimes ; for ſuppoſing that 
they could even be certain of practiſing the ſame degree 
of penitence, what pleaſure on earth can be worth ſo 
dear a purchaſe? But you will be able to comprehend 
his accumulated diftreſs better from his own * words, 
than from any deſcription J am able to give of it. 


J am weary of my crying, my throat is dried. mine 
ges fail while I wait for my GoD. 

O God, thou knoweſt my fooliſhneſs ; and my fins are 
not hid from thee. 

Let not them that wait on thee, O Lox D God of 25% 


be aſbamed for my ſake : let not thoſe that ſeek thee, be- 
_ confounded for my ſake, O God of 1/rael. 
Becauſe for thy ſake I have borne reproach: ſhame” 


hath covered my face. 


* Pſalm lxixs-+ 
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Againjt thee, thee only have I finned, and done this evil 
in thy fight : that thou mighteſt be juſtified when thou 
Jpeakeſt, and be clear when thou judgeſt. 

Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity : and in fin did my 
mother conceive me. 

Behold, thou defireft truth in the inward parts; and in 
the hidden part theu ſhalt make me to know wiſdom. 

Purge me with hyſſop, and I fhall be clean ; waſh me, 
ard I fail be whiter than ſnow. 

Make me to hear joy and gladneſs : that the bones which 
thou haſj? broken, may rejoice. | | 

Hide thy face from my fins; and blot out all my ini- 
quities. 

Create in me a clean beare, O Gop; a renew a 
right ſpirit within me, 

Caft me not away ; from thy Om ; and take not 15 
boly Spirit from me. 

Reftore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation; and nphold me 
with thy free ſpirit, | 


T hen will I teach tranſgrefſors thy ways, and fiuners 


fall be converted unto thee. 

Deliver me from biood-guiltineſs, O Gov, thou Gov 
of my ſalvation: and my tongue ſhall feng aloud of thy 
righteouſneſs. 

O Lok), open thou my lips, and my mouth ſhall fhew 
ferth thy praiſe. 

For thou d:fireft not ſacrifice, elſe would J give it: 
thou deli ghteſt not in burnt-offering. > 

T he ſacrifices of God are a breken ſpirit : a broken and 
a contrite heart, O Gop, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

Do good in thy good pleaſure unto Zion: build thou the 
walls of Feruſalem. | 
Then 
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Then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the ſacrifices of righ- 
teouſneſs, with burnt-efftring, and whole burnt-offering 
then ſhall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 


Think, my dear, that you behold the greateſt mo- 
narch upon earth thus humbled for his fins before Gop, 
confeſſing his ſhame with contrition and confuſion of 
face, calling out for oy and imploring pardon in 
the preſence of his meaneſt ſubject:; and I am ſure you 
mutt feel the greateſt 3 of guilt, which alone 
could reduce him to ſuch a ſituation. Beſides the diſ- 
pleaſure of Gop, and the reproach he had brought on 
religion, David was ſcor ned by his enemies, and in- 
ſulted by his inferiors; ſurely, no one will be encou- 
raged to imitate him in his crimes; for ſuppoſing that 
they could even be certain of practiſing the ſame degree 
of penitence, what pleaſure on earth can be worth ſo 
dear a purchaſe? But you will be able to comprehend 
his accumulated diſtreſs better from his own * words, 
than from any deſcription I am able to give of it. 


J am weary of my crying, my throat is dried: mine 
eyes fail while I wait fir my GoD. 

O Gop, thou knoweſt my fookſhneſs ; and my fas are 
not hid from thee. 

Let not them that wait on thee, O FR God of boſts, 


be aſhamed for my ſake : let not thoſe that ſeek thee, be 


confounded for my ſake, O Gop of 1/racl. 


Becauſe for thy ſake I have borne reproach; fame 


hath covered my face. 


* Pſalm lxix» 
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J am become a ſtranger unto my brethren, and an alien 
unto my mother's children. 

Fer the zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me up ; and the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee, are fallen upon me, 

Fhen I weft, and chaſtered my ſoul with faſting, that 
 ewas to my reproach. 

made ſackcloth alſo my garment : and I became à pro- 
&erb to them. 


T hey thet fit in the gate, {peak 2 me; and I was 


the ſong of the druntards. 

But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O Lord, in an 
acceptable time: O Gov, in the multitude of thy mercy 
hear me, in the truth of thy ſalvation. 

Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not fink : let me 
be delivered from them that hate ne, and out of the deep 
Warers. | 

Let not the water-flood overflow me, neither tet the deep 

Swallow me up, and let not the pit ſhut her mouth upon 
me. | 

Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving kindneſs is good ; 
turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, 

And hide not thy face from thy ſervant, for J am in 
trouble: hear me ſpeedily. 

Draw nigh unto my ſoul, and redeem it : deliver me 
becauſe of mine enemies. 

Thou haſt known my reproach and my ſhame, and my 

 diſhonour : mine adverſaries are all before thee. . 


Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am full of heavi-. 


neſs and I looked for ſome to take pity, but there was 
none; and for comforters, but I found none. 
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* 


DAVID 's CHILD 1s STRUCK WITH SICKNESS— 
His SoRRow oN THAT OccasION, AND BERaA- 


VIOUR WHEN HE DIETH. 

ND Nathan departed unto his 3 1 
A and the Lord ſtruck the child that 
Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it was 
very ſick. 

David therefore beſought Gop for EY 
child, and David faſted, 4 went in, and 
lay all night upon the earth. | 

And the elders of his houſe aroſe, . and 
went to him, to raiſe him up from the earth: 
but he would not, neither did he eat bread. 
with them. _ 

And it came to paſs on the ſeventh day, 
that the child died : and the ſervants of Da- 
vid feared to tell him that. the child was 
dead : for they ſaid, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we ſpake unto him, and he 
would not hearken unto our. voice; how 
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will he then vex himſelf, if we tell him that 
the child is dead ? 

But when David ſaw that his ſervants whiſ- 
pered, David perceived that the child was 
dead: therefore David ſaid unto his ſervants, 
Is the child dead? And they ſaid, He is dead. 

Then David aroſe from the earth, and 
waſhed and anointed himſelf, and changed 
his apparel, and. came into the houſe of the 
Loxp, and worſhipped :- then he came to his 
own houſe, and when he required, they ſet 
bread before him, and he did eat. 

Then ſaid his ſervants unto him, What 


thing is this that thou haſt done ? 'thou did(t 


faſt and weep for the child while. it was alive, 


but when the child was dead, thou didſt riſe 


and eat bread. 
And he ſaid, While the child was yet 
alive, I faſted and wept: 


me, that the child may live? 


But now he. is dead, wherefore ſhould I 


faſt? can I bring him back again? I ſhall go 


to him, but he ſhall not. return to me. 


And David comforted Bathſheba his wife, 


and ſhe bare a ſon and called his name Solo- 


mon; and the Lok p loved him. 


- And 


for I ſaid, Who 
can tell whether God will be gracious to 
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And he ſent by the hand of Nathan the 


prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, , 


becaule of the LoRD. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


It was very natural for David, in his peculiar ſitua- 


tion, to feel the moſt pungent ſorrow on account of the 


ſickneſs of his child, though it was ſo very young; for 
he ſuffered on this occaſion, as a ſinner; as well as a 


parent; but when it was dead you find, he ceaſed to 


grieve, for he knew it was his duty to ſubmit with pa- 
tience and reſignation to the divine will; and ſince its 
ſufferings in this life were over, it was no longer an ob- 


jo of tender commiſeration, but doubtleſs happy, 


through the infinite mercy of Gop. 
How gracious was the Lord in ſending Nathan with 
a meſſage of conſolation ! from which David derived 


hopes, that his penitence was acceptable, and his 


prayer heard. He now reſolved to bear all the tem- 


poral evils that had been threatned, with patience and 


reſignation; fince Gop had not ** caft him out from 
vt preſence, nor taken his holy Spirit from him 


* As David's crime in refpect to Uriah, is a great ſubject of de- 
rion to Scorr ERS, I beg leave to refer my readers to his life writ- | 
ten by Dr. Chandler and Pr. Delany, for a ſatisfactory diſcuſſion of 
the ſubject, as the nature of my plan will not admit of my pro- - 


ducing the arguments which. are given by them in extenuation of it- 
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8 ECT. Xxv. 


WAR wWẽITH THE AM MONITES—DAVID?”s 


TREATMENT OF HIS VANQUISHED ENEMIES, 


ND Joab fought againſt Rabbah of 
\ the children of Ammon, and took the 
royal city. Pn 

And Joab ſent meſſengers to David, and 
ſaid, I have fought againſt Rabbah, and 
have taken the city of waters. 

Now therefore, gather the reſt of the peo- 
ple together,.and encamp. againſt the city, 


and take it: left I take the city, and it. be 


called after my name. 

And David-gathered all the people toge- 
ther, and went to Rabbah, and fought againſt 
it, and took it. g 

And he took their king's crown from off 
his head, (the weight whereof was a talent 
of gold, with the precious ſtones) and it was 
ſet on David's head: and he brought forth 
the ſpoil of the city in great abundance.. 
And 
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And he brought forth the people that 
were therein, and put them under ſaws, and 
under harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, 
and made them paſs through the brick-kiln ; 


and thus did he unto all the cities of the 


children of Ammon. So David and all the 
people FEW to Jeruſalem. 


ANNOTATION S and REFLECTIONS. 


From the continuance of the war with the Ammon- 
ites, we may ſuppoſe, that. the Iſraelites had been i in- 
timidated by the death of Uriah and his brave follow- 
ers, and had not proceeded with ſo much vigour as be- 
fore, and that the enemy made a more reſolute reſiſtance; 


at length, however, Joab made a breach in that part of 


the city where their reſervoirs of water were, which re- 
duced them to the neceſſity of ſubmitting; Joab there- 
fore exhorted king David to come and put a finiſhing 
hand to the ſiege. 

This was an expedition which came very ſeaſonably 


to remove David's melancholy, to relieve his diſtreſs, 
and to blot out the memory of his guilt in relation to 


Uriah, and alſo to revive his glory in arms. Rabbah 
was a royal and populous city, the metropolis of Arabia 
Felix, watered, and in ſome meaſure ſurrounded, by the 
river Jabbok. It had its name from its grandeur, and 
was now in the height of its glory; and therefore we 
may ſuppoſe, that the taking of it brought a great ac- 
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182 D AVI D 'S RIGOU R. 
ceſſion of glory to David, as we are told it did of 
wealth. e 

It is ſaid that the weight of the king of Rabbah':- 
crown was a-talent of gold. This text is ſuppoſed 
to be tranſlated wrong, and that, it ſhould be ſaid, the 
value of the crown with the precious ſtones made a ta- 
lent of gold, amounting to about 5000 pounds. 

It appears that the king of Rabbah was depoſed, 
and David crowned in his ſtead; this king was Hanun, 
who had treated David's ambaſſadors with ſo much in- 
dignity ; and it is imagined that David made Sbobi, 
another ſon of Nahaſh, his viceroy at Rabbah; for in 
a ſubſequent part of this hiſtory it is ſaid, that Shobi 
was in friendſhip with David, and . ſhewed him great 
kindneſs. . | 

David has been greatly cenſured for his treatment of 
his priſoners in this defeat. To be ſure it is dreadful 
to read of ſuch tortures ; but if they were actually in- 
Aided, it could only have been by way of retaliation. 
The Iſraelites you know, were raiſed up on purpoſe to 
be a ſcourge upon every vice and enormity in the ido-- 
latrous nations; and it was. an invariable, and fixed 
point of duty, to retort upon- thoſe ſinners, every cru- 
elty they committed. But there is another way of 
explaining this text, which is, I think, more ſatisfac- 
tory : a f learned author aſſures us, that it. may be 
tranſlated, ©* he brought forth the inhabitants of it, and 
put them to the ſaw, to iron mines, and to iron axes ; and 
tranſported them to the brick kilns ;** that is, he reduced 
them to ſlavery, and put them to the moſt ſervile em- 


* Eday for anew Tranſlation” + Chandler's Life of David. 
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ployments; ſome to one kind of labour, ſome to ano- 


ther, by which means he brought them into entire ſub- 


jection. It is certain that David did not deſtroy all 
the Ammonites; becauſe you will read, that in the 


reigns of future kings of Iſrael, they were very 
numerous. | 


—r 


[ 184 J 


ö 
ABSALOM x1LLETH HIS Word is AMNON, 


ND it came to paſs, that Abſalom, 


David's ſon, had ſheep-ſhearers in 


Baal-hazor, which is beſide Ephraim : and 
Abſalom invited all the king's ſons. 


And Abſalom came to the king, and ſaid, 
Behold now, thy ſervant hath ſheep-ſhearers, 
let the king, I beſeech thee, and his n 


go with thy ſervant. 
And the king ſaid to Abſalom, Nay, my 
ſon, let us not alt cr go, leſt we be charge- 
able unto thee. And he preſſed him: how- 
beit he would not go, but bleſſed him.. 
Then faid Abſalom, If not, I pray thee, 
let my brother Amnon go with us. And 
the king ſaid unto him, Why ſhould he go 
with thee ? 
But Abſalom preſſed him, that he or Am- 
non and all the king's {ons go with him. 
Now Abſalom had commanded his {er- 
vants, faying, 
heart 


Mark ye now when Amnons | 
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heart is merry with wine, and when I fay 
unto you, Smite Amnon, then kill him, fear 


not: have not I commanded you? be cou- 
rageous, and be valiant. : 

And the ſervants of Abſalom did unto 
Amnon, as Abſalom had commanded : then 
all the king's fons aroſe,” and every man gat 
him upon his mule, and fled. 

And it came to paſs while they were in 
the way, that tidings came to David, ſaying, 
Abſalom hath lain all the king's ſons, and 
there is not one of them left. 

Then the king aroſe, and tare his gar- 
ments, and lay on the earth; and all his ſer- 
vants ſtood by with their clothes rent. 

And Jonadab the ſon of Shimeah David's 


brother, ſaid, Let not my lord ſuppoſe that 
they have ſlain all the young men the king's 


ſons; for Amnon only is dead: for by the 
appointment of Abſalom this hath been 355 
termined. | 


Now therefore let not my lord the king 


take the thing to his heart, to think that all 


the king's ſons are dead : for Amnon only 
is dead. | | 


But Abſalom fled. And the young man 
that kept the watch, lift up his eyes, and 
looked, 
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looked, and behold, there came much 
people by the way ak the hill-ſide behind 
him. 

And Jonadab ſaid unto the king, Behold, 
the king's ſons come: as thy ſervant ſaid, 
ſo it is. 

And it came to paſs aſſoon as he had made 


an end of ſpeaking, that behold, the king's. 


fons came, and lift up their voice and wept: 
and the king alſo, and all his ſervants wept 
very ſore. 

But Abſalom fled, and went to Talmal 
the ſon of Ammihud, king of Geſhur : and 
David mourned for his ſon every day. 

So Abſalom fled, and went to Geſhur, and 
was there three years. 

And the ſoul of king David n to go 
forth unto Abſalom: for he was ndert 
concerning Amnon, ſeeing he was dead. 

Now Joab the ſon of Zeruiah perceived 
that the king's heart was toward Abſalom. 

And he entreated the king. And the 


king faid unto Joab, Go and ME the 
young man Abſalom again. 

And Joab fell to the ground on his face, 
and bowed himſelf, and thanked the king: 


and Joab faid, T _y thy ſervant knoweth 
that 


that 
lord, 
the re 
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that I have found grace in thy fight, my 
lord, O king, in that the king hath fulfilled 
the requeſt of his ſervant. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The prophecy of Nathan now began to be fulfilled 
upon David before his eyes: the ſword was brought 
into his houſe, and not likely to depart from it, The 
ſacred hiſtorian moſt pathetically deſcribes David's diſ- 
treſs on this afflicting occaſion, by which he was de- 
prived of two of his ſons; for one was killed by the un- 
natural and barbarous command of his brother, and the 
murderer was obliged to flee away, in order to ſecure 
himſelf from public juſtice. 

Abſalom was actuated to the cruel deed, partly bs 
reſentment, and partly by ambition, for he aſpired to 
the crown; and when Ammon was removed, he was the 
eldeſt ſon ; for it was ſuppoſed that Chileab was dead, 
as no mention is made of him. 

Abſalom was the ſon of Maachah 5 of Tal- 


mai, king of Gethur ; he therefore fled for protection 


to the dominions of his grandfather. How it came to 


paſs that David made an alliance with a foreign prin- 
cels, we are not informed; but it is ſuppoſed, that ſhe 


was a proſelyte to the Jewiſh religion. Had he ob- 


ſerved the command of Gos given by Moſes, that the 
ting ſhould not multiply wives to himſelf, he would, 
in all probability, have eſcaped à variety of fins, 
and conſequently many misfortunes ; but in thoſe days 


it was the cuſtom to have a great many; and as David 
had. 


en, 
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had no more than was uſual, we may ſuppoſe he did 
not think he was wrong in this particular: but this 
part of David's conduct muſt be deferred for your future 
conſideration. | „ 

Joab (either from affection, or to make his court to 
the king) invented an ingenious artifice in order to 
have Abſalom recalled; but as it is not very material, 
I have omitted it for the preſent; the thing was ma- 
n:ged with great ingenuity and addreſs, and without 
doubt David was greatly pleaſed with it ; but much as 
he longed to ſee Abſalom, he reſtrained his wiſhes, leſt 
he ſhould be thought to countenance his fin, 

Abſalom, you find, was remarkable for his beauty 
and infinuating diſcourſe ; and therefore it is ſuppoſed, 
he made uſe of theſe advantages to gain popularity; 
and perhaps perſuaded the people to think that he was 
fully juſtified in killing Ammon, and that his father 
was too rigid in baniſhing him his preſence on that 
account. 

Though Joab had taken ſuch pains to prevail on 
David to ſuffer Abſalom to come back to Jeruſalem, 


he had too much palicy to be very urgent for his re- 


turn to court, becauſe it was likely, that his own 1n- 
' tereſt and influence might be leſſened by it. 

It was very mortifying to a vain young man to be 
detained in obſcurity; and therefore, when Abſalom 
found his meſſages were neglected, he determined to 
ſhew his reſentment ; his impetuoſity prevailed, .and 
he was once more permitted to ſee the king; what 
David felt on this occaſion, is eaſier to imagine than 
deſcribe. 
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ane ABSALOM roRuETH a CONSPIRACY, AND DE- 
LUDETH THE PEOPLE. 


ND it came to paſs after this, that 
Abſalom prepared him chariots, -and 
horſes, and fifty men to run before him. 

And Abſalom roſe up early, and ſtood be- 
ide the way of the gate: and it was ſo, that 
when any man that had a controverſy came 
to the king for judgment, then Abſalom 
called unto him, and ſaid, Of what city art 
thou ? And he ſaid, Thy ſervant is of one 
of the tribes of Iſrael. 

And Abſalom ſaid unto him, See thy mat- 
ters are good and right, but there is no man 
deputed of the king to hear thee. 

Abſalom ſaid moreover, Oh that I were 
made judge in the land, that every man 
which hath any ſuit or cauſe, might come 
unto me, and I would do him juſtice. 


And 


190 ABSALOM's INSINUATION. 


And it was ſo, that when any man came 
nigh to him to do him obeiſance, he put 


a his hand, and took him and kiſſed 


him. 


And on this manner did Abſalom to all 


Iſrael that came to the king for judgment: 


ſo Abſalom ſtole the hearts of the men of 


Iſrael. 


And it came to FL after forty years, that x 
Abſalom ſaid unto the king, I pray thee let 
me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed 


unto the Logo, in Hebron. 
For thy ſervant vowed a vow while I 


abode at Geſhur in Syria, ſaying, If the 


Lord ſhall bring me again, indeed to Jeru- 


ſalem, then I will ſerve the Lov. 
And the king ſaid unto him, Go in peace, 
So he aroſe and went to Hebron. 
But Abſalom ſent ſpies throughout all the 
tribes of Iſrael, ſaying, Aſſoon as ye hear the 


found of the trumpet, then ye ſhall ſay, Ab- 
ſalom reigneth in Hebron. 

And with Abſalom went two hundred men 
out of Jeruſalem, that were called, and they 
went in their ſimplicity, and they knew not 
any —_ 
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And Abſalom ſent for Abitophel the Gi- 


lonite, David's counſellor, from his city, 


even from Giloh, while he offered ſacrifices : 
and the conſpiracy was ſtrong 
ple increaſed continually with Abſalom. 


for the peo- 


And there came a meſſenger to David, 
faying, The hearts of the men of Iſrael are 
after Abſalom. 


And David ſaid unto all his ſervants that 


were with him at Jeruſalem, Ariſe, and let 
us flee; for we ſhall not elſe eſcape from 


Abſalom: make ſpeed to depart, left he 


overtake us ſuddenly, and bring evil upon 
us, and ſmite the * with thee” edge of the 
ſword. J 
And the king's ſervants ſaid unto the 
king, Behold, thy ſervants are ready to do 
whatſoever my lord the king ſhall appoint. 
And the king went forth, and all his 


houſhold after him: and the king left ten 


women to keep the houſe. | 

And the king went forth, and all the peo- 
ple after him, and tarried in a place that 
was far off, 

And all his ſervants paſſed on beſide him: 
and all the Cherethites, and all the Pele- 
thites, and all he WET ſix hundred men 


which 


192 ITTAI'S FRIENDSHIP. 


which came after him from Gath, pen on 
before the king. 


Then ſaid the king to Ittai the Gittite, | 


Wherefore goeſt thou at with us? return 
to thy place, and abide with the king: for 
thou art a ſtranger, and alſo an exile, 

Whereas thou cameſt but yeſterday, ſhould 
I this day make thee go up and down with 
us? ſeeing I go whither I may, return thay, 
and take back thy brethren: mercy and 
truth be with thee. | 
And Ittai anſwered the king, and ſaid, As 
the Loxp liveth, and as my lord the king 
liveth, ſurely in what place my lord the king 
| ſhall be, whether in death or lite, even there 
alſo will thy ſervant be. 

And David ſaid to Ittai, Go, and pals 
over. And Ittai the Gittite paſſed over and 
all his men, and all the little ones that were 
with him. 

And all the country wept with a loud 
voice, and all the people paſſed over: the 
king alſo himſelf paſſed over the brook 
Kidron, and all the people paſſed over, to- 
ward the way of the wilderneſs. 

And lo'Zadok alſo, and all the -Levites 


were with him, bearing the ark of the cove- 
nant 
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pant of Gop, and they ſet down the ark of 
Cop; and Abiathar went up, until all the 
people had done paſſing out of the city. 

And the king ſaid unto Zadok, Carry 
back the ark of Gop into the city: if I ſhall 
find favour in the eyes of the Lorp, he will 
bring me again, and ſhew me both it, and 
his habitation, 

But if he thus ſay, I have no delight in 


thee: behold, here am I, let him do to me 


as ſeemeth good unto him. 
The king ſaid alſo unto Zadok the prieſt, 


| Art not thou a ſeer? return into the city in 


peace, and your two ſons with you, Ahi- 
maaz thy ſon, and Jonathan the ſon of 
Abiathar, ; 

See, I will tarry in the plain of the wilder- 
neſs, until there come word from you to 
certify me. 

Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the 
ak of Gop again to Jeruſalem; and they 
tarried there. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. ' 


It is reaſonable to think, that David as his ſons grew 
up, gave each of them ſome patrimony z ; and perhaps 
Abſalom's might be increaſed by preſents from his 

Vor. III. K grandfather, 
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grandfather, the king of Geſhur; he was therefore de. 
termined to make a figure, and to have an equipage 
ſuitable to the king's eldeſt ſon; he had learnt how che 
princes of other nations were attended, and therefore 
Was reſolved to multiply horſes to himſelf, inſtead of 
riding on a mule as his father did. David's tenderneſs, 
it ſeems, prevented his taking any meaſures to repreſs 
the pride of Abſalom, or corre& his folly, and there- 
fore his next ſtep was to ſteal the hearts of the people, 
by lamenting, that his power for redreſſing their griey- 


ances was not equal to his wiſhes. Nothing is eafier, | 


than for an artful perſon to prejudice the idle and ig- 
norant part of a people againſt their governor, for they 
are apt to impute all the evils which are naturally at- 
tendant on the lower ſtations of life, to the oppreſſion 
and injuſtice of thoſe who have the adminiſtration of 
publick affairs; and to think the king in particular, 
accountable for every thing they ſuffer. It does not 
appear that David was at all remiſs or negligent ; on 
the contrary, he determined all great cauſes himſelf, 
and had appointed men of abilities and integrity to de- 
cide others: thoſe perſons therefore who liſtened to the 
wicked inſinuations of his ſon, were very ungrateful. 
David was truck with the utmoſt conſternation, when 
he heard that Abſalom had actually raiſed a conſpiracy 
againſt him; and we may imagine, from his behaviour 
on this occaſion, that the remembrance of his ſin in te. 
ſpe& to Uriah ruſhed full on his mind, and the threat- 
ning denounced by Nathan, that evi ſhould riſe a. 
gainſt him out of his own houſe :*? he therefore called 
no counſel, but like a true penitent, humbly ſubmitted 


to the Supreme Being. He had ſach a preference fi 
| Jeruſalen 
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Jeruſalem on account of the ark, that he could not 
bear to make it a ſcene of blood, but reſolved on a 
haſty flight, leſt Abſalom ſhould come upon it ſuddenly. 

Notwithſtanding Abſalom had drawn away ſo many, 
David had ſtill ſome faithful friends left, who were de- 
termined to ſupport him in every extremity. 

It * is ſuppoſed that the Philiſtines had heard of Ab- 
ſalom's rebellion, and reſolved to take that opportunity 


ol freeing themſelves from their ſubjection to Iſrael; and 


for that purpoſe drove out all thoſe who favoured Da- 
vid's government, amongſt whom were Ittai and his 
followers, whoſe arrival was very providential for Da- 
vid at this juncture; they were by birth Philiſtines of 
Gath, but it is imagined they were Jewiſh proſelytes. 

David would not preſume to have the ark carried be- 
fore him, when he was ſenſible he was ſuffering the 
chaſtiſement of the Lord ; and therefore ſent back the. 
prieſts, after having ſettled the means 1 n on a 
correſpondence with them. | 

No wonder that the people wept at Goh an afefting 
üght, for the bare relation of it myſt raiſe painful 
emotions in the mind of every reader, Think, + my 
dear, that you behold a king, venerable forhis years and 
vitories, renowned for wiſdom and piety, honoured as 
a prophet of the Log, reduced to ſuch diſtreſs; fly 
ing from a city which he had built and fortified, and 
fecking ſhelter in a deſert, whilſt a whole Foonny 
loudly lamented his fate! 


* Delany's Life of Davide + Ibis 
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DAVID ASCENDETR Movnrt OLIVET—ABHITHO- | 
PHEL joINETH WITH ABSALOM— HUSHAI 


FOLLOWETH DAVID. 


ND David went up by the aſcent of 
mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, 
and had his head covered, and he went bare- 
foot: and all the people that was with him, 
covered every man his head, and they went 
up, weeping as they went up. 

And one told David, ſaying, Ahithophel is 
among the conſpirators with Abſalom. And 
David ſaid, O Lox, I pray thee, turn the 
counſel of Ahithophel into fooliſhneſs. 

And it came to paſs, that when David was 
come to the top of the mount, where he 
worſhipped Gop, behold, Huſhai the Arch- 
ite came to meet him, with his coat rent, 
and earth upon his head ? 

Unto whom David faid, If thou paſſeſt 
on with me, then thou fhalt be a burden 


unto me. | 
But 
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But if thou return to the city, and ſay 


unto Abſalom, I will be thy ſervant, O king; 
as I have been thy father's ſervant hitherto, 
ſo will I now alſo be thy ſervant: then 


mayeſt thou for me defeat the counſel of 


Ahithophel. 

And haſt thou not there with thee Zadok 
and Abiathar the prieſts? therefore it ſhall 
be, that what thing ſoever thou ſhalt hear 


out of the king's houſe, thou ſhalt tell it to 


Zadok and Abiathar the prieſts, 

Behold they have there with them their 
two ſons, Ahimaaz Zadok's fon, and Jo- 
nathan Abiathar's ſon: and by them ye 


ſhall ſend unto me every —_ 2 ye can 


hear. 


So Huſhai David's friend came into the i 


city, and Abſalom came into Jeruſalem. x 


ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS. 3 


The noble ardour for which David afed to Be re- 
markable, was extinguiſhed by ſorrow ; the bittereſt 
arrows of affliction pierced his very ſoul; for what can 
equal the ſevere pangs which a tender parent feels, for 
a child's ingratitude ? ? Fears to which he had hitherto 
been a ſtranger, tore his diſtraed mind. 
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He did not however loſe his hope and confidence in 
Go , which were able to ſuſtain him in the midſt of 
theſe heavy diſtreſſes, as you may judge from the fol. 
lowing words, uttered it is ſuppoſed when he aſcended 
mount. Olivet, or the mount of Olives, about a mile 
diſtant from Jeruſalem. 


KING DAVID'S LAMENTATION. 


Lens how are they increaſed that trouble me & maty 


are they that riſe up againſt me. 

Many there be which wh ef my foul, There is n . 
Joer bim in Gop. 

But thou, O e , art a ſoield for me; ; my glory, and 
the lifter up of mine head. 

*'Z cried unto the Lox D with my Voice, an and he heard md 
aus of his holy hill. 

I laid me down and ſlept ; I awaked, FR. the Loan 


fu ws ned me. 


T will not be afraid ef ten 8 of people fas have 


" fet them ſelver againſt me round about. 

Ariſe, O Lord, /ave me, O my God ; for thou haſt 
ſmitten all mine enemies upon the cheek-bone : thou hoſt 
broket "rhe tteth of the ungodly. | 


Hear my prayer, O Lok, give ear to my ſupplica- 


tions. in thy faithfulneſs anſwer me, and in thy righte- 
_ 


And aer not into judgment with thy fervant : for in in 


thy fo et fall ao man Foo be Juſtified. 


* Pſalms ; iii. and exlili· 
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For the enemy hath perſecuted my ſoul, he hath ſmitten 
ny life. dowon to the ground he hath made me to dwell in 
darkneſs, as thoſe that have been long dead. 

Therefore is my ſpirit overwhelmed Within me : my 
heart within me is deſolate. 

1 remember the days of old, I meditate on all 1 works : 
I nuſe on the werk of thy hands. 

[ firetch forth my hands unto thee my foul derb 
after thee, as a ibirflty land. ” 

Hear me ſpeedily, O Lok b, my ſpirit faileth : hiile not 
thy face from me, left T be like wnto them that go down in- 
to the pit. 

| Cauſe me to hear thy loving-hindnefs in the morning, 
for in thee do I truſt : cauſe me to know the way avherein 
1 ſhould walk, for I lift up my ſoul unto thee. | 

Deliver me, O LorD, from mine enemies: I flee unto 
thee to hide me. I 

Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my Gov : ty 
Spirit is good, lead me into the land of uprightneſs. 

Duicken me, O Loꝝ Db, for thy name's ſake: for thy 
righteouſneſs* Jake bring my ſoul out of trouble, 

And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and defiroy all 
them that alice my ſoul. for I am thy W 


When David heard chat Ahithophel was in the con- 
ſpiracy he was exceedingly alarmed, becauſe he was 
acquainted with all his affairs; the king therefore 
prayed to Gop to defeat his counſels; and the fol, 
lowing pſalm, ſo applicable to his ſituation, is ſup- 
poſed to have been compoſed by David on this oc- 
caſion. 


. KING 
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KING DAVID'S PRAYER +, 


| Give ear to my prayer, O Gop: and hide not thyſelr 
From my ſupplication. 


© Attend unto me, aud hear me: 1 mourn in my complaint, 


and make a noiſe ; 

Becauſe of the voice of the enemy, becauſe of the op- 
preffion of the awicked: for they caſt iniquity upon me, and 
in wrath they hate me. 

Mp heart is ſore pained within me: and the terrars of 
death are fallen upon me. 

Fearfulne/s and trembling are come apon me, and hor- 
ror hath everwhelmed me. 

And I ſaid, O that I had wings like a dove ! * then 
evoxld I fly away, and be at et. 

Lo then would I wander far 7 . remain in the 
wilderneſs. 

1 would haſten my eſcape row the windy ftorm and 
tempeſ?. 

Deftr 5 O Loxp, and divide: their tongues : for J 
bave ſeen violence and ftrife in the city. 

Day and night they go about it upon the walls thereof: 
miſchief alſo and ſorrow are in the midſt of it. 

Wickeaneſs is in the midſt thereof : deceit and guile di- 
part not from her ſtreets. 

For it was not an enemy that reproached me, then 1 
could have borne it; neither auas it he that hated me, that 
did magnify himſelf againſt me, theu I would bave hid 
my/elf from him. 


+ Pſalm lv. 


But 


But 
mine a 
We 
houſe 0 
A. 
Gall. [+ 
Eve 
cry alo 
He / 
Was ag 
Gol 
of old: 
nt Go 
He þ 
with } 
The 
War a 
Jet aver 
Caf 
thee: þ 
But 
of deſir. 
balf thy 


The 
junctur 
goodne 
warrior 
be ſervi 
of Ahit 
venting 
of Davi 
farther 


But 


HUSHAI'S ARRIVAL, 201 


But it vas thou, a man, mine equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance. 
IWe tool frweet counſel together, aud awalked unto the 


houſe of Gob in company. 


As for me, J will call upon Gov: and the Lord 
ſhall ſave me. 

Evening and morning, and at noon will I pray, and 
cry aloud : and he ſball hear my voice. 
He hath delivered my ſoul in peace 2 2 the batele chat 
was againſt me : for there were many with me. | 

Gop Hall bear and afflit them, even he that abideth 
Veld: becauſe they have no changes, therefore they fear 
not GD. 

He hath put forth his hands 4b 2 as be at peace 
with him : he hath broken his covenant. 
| The words of his mouth were ſmoother than butter, but 
war was in his heart : his words were ſofter than oil, 
Jet avere they drawn ſwords. 

Caft thy burden upon the Lox Db, and he ſpall ſuſtain 
thee : be ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to be moved. 

But thou, O God, Halt bring them down into the pit 
of deſtruction : Bloody and deceitful men ſhall not live out 
balf their days, but I will truſt in thee. 


The arrival of Huſhai, David's friend at this critical 
juncture, muſt be conſidered as an inſtance of God's 
goodneſs: Huſhai was an able counſellor, but no 
warrior; therefore, the only way in which he could 
be ſerviceable to David was, by defeating the counſel 
of Ahithophel, which was the moſt likely means of pre- 
venting the evils of a civil war, of preſerving the life 
of David, and of keeping Abſalom from proceeding to 


larther extremities. 


P 
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ZIBA By DecerT oBTAINETA THE INHERITANCE 
or His MasTExk—SHEMET euRSETH DAVID. 


ND when David was a little paſt 
1 A. the top of the hill, behold, Ziba the 
fervant of Mephiboſheth met, him with a 
couple of aſſes ſaddled, and upon them two 
hundred loaves of bread, and an hundred 
bunches of raiſins, and an hundred of fum- 
mer-fruits, and a bottle of wine. 
And the king faid unto Ziba, What 
meaneſt thou by theſe? And Ziba ſaid, The 
aſſes be for the king's, houſehold to ride on, 
and the bread and ſummer-fruit for the 
young men to eat, and the wine, that ſuch as 
be faint in the wilderneſs may drink. 

And the king ſaid, And where is thy mal- 
ter's ſon? And Ziba ſaid to the king, Be- 
hold, he abideth at Jeruſalem : for he ſaid, 
To-day ſhall the houſe of Iſrael deter me 


the kingdom of my father. 185 0 
”, Then 
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Then ſaid the king to Z.iba, Behold, thine 
are all that pertained unto Mephiboſheth. 
And Ziba ſaid, I humbly beſcech thee: that 
may find grace in thy * my lord ” 
king. 
And when king David came to Bahurim, 
behold thence came out a man of the family 


of the houſe of Saul, whoſe name was Shemet 


the ſon of Gera; he came forth, and curſed 
full as he came. 

And he caſt ſtones at David, and at all 
the ſervants of king David: and all the peo- 
ple, and all the mighty men were on | his 
right hand, and on his left. 

And thus ſaid Shimei when he curſed, 
Come out, come out thou bloody man, Nog 
thou man of Belial: on 

The Loxp hath returned upon thee all the 
blood of the houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſtead 
thou haft reigned, and the Lorp hath deli- 
vered the kingdom into the hand of Abſa- 
lom thy ſon : and behold thou art taken in 
thy miſchief, becauſe thou art a bloody man. 

Then ſaid Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah 
unto the king, Why ſhould this dead dog 
curſe my ord the king? let me go over 1 
pray thee, and take off his head. 

K 6 And 
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And the king ſaid, What have I to do 
with you ye ſons of Zeruiah? ſo let him 
curſe, becauſe the Loxp hath ſaid unto him, 
Curſe David. Who ſhall then ſay, * 
fore haſt thou done ſo? | 

And David ſaid to Abiſhai, and to all his 
ſervants, Behold, my ſon, which came forth 
of my bowels, ſeeketh my life : how much 
more now may this Benjamite do it? let him 


alone, and let him curſe: for the Lox hath 3 


* him. 


It may be that this Lord will look on 
mine affliction, and that the Loxp will re- 


quite me good for his curling this day.. 

And as David and his men went by the 
way, Shimei went along on the hill ſide over 
againſt him, and curſed as he went, and 


| - threw ſtones at him, and caſt duſt. 


And the king, and all the people that 
were with him, came weary, and refreſhed 
themſelves there. 


ANNOTATIONS anv REFLECTIONS. 


The refreſhment which Ziba brought was very ſea- 
ſonable; for having fled with ſo much precipitation, it 
is likely on was but ſcantily ſupplied with provi- 

ons: 


2. 
it 
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82 
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ſions: he ſuppoſed it to be a preſent from Mephibo- 
ſheth ; but Ziba inſinuated, that far from employing 
his thoughts about the king, Mephiboſheth was con- 
triving to bring about a revolution in his own favour; 
David's mind was ſo exceedingly hurt by his preſent 
diſtreſs, that he too readily gave ear to Ziba. If his 
own ſon was capable of acting ſo unnatural a part to- 
wards him, it was not at all incredible, that one of 
Saul's race ſhould follow his example. In this inſtance 
David certainly acted wrong, for he ſhould have en- 
quired into the truth before he transferred Mephibo- 
ſheth's eſtate to one who might be ſuſpected to have 
flandered him for his own intereſt : but let us not too 
ſeverely cenſure David, till we have been in ſuch a try- 
ing ſituation ourſelves; and in the mean while let us 
de inſtructed by his fault, to turn a deaf ear to the voice 
of flattery and defamation, and to condemn no one till 
we are ſure that he deſerves it. 
Shimei's curſes proceeded from the rancour of 
his own wicked heart, and we muſt not ſuppoſe that 
they were inſpired by Gov. The meaning of David's 
expreſſions, let him curſe, for the Lond hath bid- 
ien, Sc.” ſeems to be, that Shimet's reproaches re- 
minding David of his blood-guiltineſs in reſpect to 
Uriah, he regarded him as an inſtrument of puniſhment 
from the Lox p, becauſe Gop certainly could have 


ſtopped his wicked tongue, and reſtrained his inſults ; 
neither would Shimei have had an opportunity of treat- 


ing David in that opprobrious manner, if he had nor 
been reduced to ſuch an abject ſtate, which he juſtly 
conſidered as the chaſtiſement of the Lox D; becauſe, 
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26 DAVID'S PRAYER. 
if he had not committed ſuch fins, he would have been 
fecure on his throne, and happy in his family. 


It is probable that Shimei's curſes produced the fol- 
lowing petition to GoD. 


A PRAYER or Kings DAVID FOR HELP IX 


AFFLICT1ON *. 


Dunto thee, O Lok p, do I lift up my ſoul, | 

O my Gon, I truſt in thee, let me not be aſhamed < let 
wot mine enemies triumph over me. 

Yea, let none that wait on thee be aſhamed'; let them be 


aſbamed which tranſgreſs without cauſe. 


Shew me thy ways, O Lorn.; teach me thy paths, 

Lead me in thy truth and teach me : for ban art the 
Good of my ſalvation, on thee do I wait all the day. 

Remember, O Lo p, thy tender mercies, and thy lowing- 
kindnefſes: for they have been ever of old. 

Remember not the fins of my youth, nor my tranſereff ons? 
according to thy mercy remember thou me, for thy goodneſs 
fate, O LorD.. 

Good and upright is the Los : edi ewill he teach 
2 aners in the aba. | 

T he meek will he guide in judgment + and the meek will 
he teach his WAY. 

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto 
ſuch as keep: bis covenant, and his teflimonics. 

For thy name's fake, O LorD, pardon mine iniquity * 
for it is great. a | 

What man is he that feareth the Lox D! ? him ful he 


teach in the Way that he ſhall chooſe, 


* Pſalm. xxv. 


His 
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deen His foul ſhall davell at eaſe : and his ſeed ſhall inherit 
the earth. 

fol. The ſecret of the J,ORD: is, With them that fear him < 
aud he will ſhew them bis covenant.” 

Mine eyes are ever towards the LORD : for he fhall 
| pluck my feet out of the net. 

”_ Turn thee unto me” and have nero upon me: : for 7 ane 

deſolate and affiaed. 
The troubles of my heart are enlarged? 0 bring er | 
det me out of my diftreſſes. 


Look upon mine n and ”y ere and i ae all 
1 my fins. ü Gi 
Con ſiden mi ne enemies, . * are many, and they hate 
me with cruel hatred. | 

O keep my ſoul and tibia me: | 17 me mat be ofamed, » 
. for I put my truſt in thee. 

Let integrity and MELEE Ghia mb + or 7 al 
* on ihre. | [TOLL 


Redeem Iſrael, O Go! D, out of all. bis omonbles, ; 


* 
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A HITHOPHEL?”s 
HUSHAI—AHITHOPHEL nrancertH HIMSELF 


— AMASA MADE GENERAL IR THE Room or R 


JOAB. 
A ND Abfalom and all the * the 


men of Iſrael, came to Jeruſalem, 


and Ahithophel with him. 
And it came to paſs when Huſhai the 


Archite, David's friend, -was come unto Ab- 


ſalom, that Huſhai ſaid unto Abſalom, Gop 
fave the king, Gop fave the king. 

And Abſalom faid to Huſhai, is this thy 
_ kindneſs to thy friend? why wenteſt thou 
not with thy friend ? 


And Huſhai faid unto Abſalom, Nay, but 
whom the Lok p and this people, and all the 


men of Iſrael chooſe, his will I be, and with 
him will I abide. g 
And again, Whom ſhould term? ſhould 
I not ſerve in the preſence of his ſon? as I 
have ſerved in thy father's preſence, ſo will 1 
be in thy preſence, | 


Then | 
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Then ſaid Abſalom to Ahithophel, Give 


counſel among you what we ſhall do. 

And the counſel of Ahithophel which he 
counſelled in thoſe days, was as if a man had 
enquired at the oracle of Gop : ſo was all 
the counſel of Ahithophel, both with David 
and with Abſalom. 

And Ahithophel ſaid unto Abſalom, FA 
me now chooſe out twelve thouſand men, 


night. | 
And I will come upon 1 le he. is 


weary and weak-handed, and will make him 


afraid : and all the people that are with him 
ſhall flee, and I will ſmite the king only. 
And I will bring back all the people unto, 
thee: the man whom thou ſeekeſt, is as if 
all returned : ſo all the people ſhall DE, in 
peace, , 


And the faying pleaſed Abſalom val ak 


all the elders of Iſrael. 
Then ſaid Abſalom, Call now + Hud the 


Archite alſo, and let us hear likewiſe what 


he ſaith. 
And when Huſhai was come to Abfalom, 


Abſalom ſpace unto him, ſaying, Ahithophel 
hath 


and I will ariſe and purſue after David this 
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hath ſpoken after this manner : ſhall we do 
after his ſaying ? if not, ſpeak thou. 
And FHuſhai ſaid unto Abſalgiih 
counſel that IgE hath 81 en, isen 
good at this time. * 


For (ſaid Huſhai) thou K 0 hy . 


ther and his men, that they be- 
and they be chafed in their min 


robbed of her whelps in the fie 


father is a man of war, and will was 5 
with the people. 8 

Behold, he is hid now in ſome vis or in 
fone other place: and it will com 
when ſome of them be overthrown aw 
firſt, that whofoever heareth it, wil 
There is a ſlaughter among the Py that 
follow Abfalom. 

And he alſo that is valiant whoſe ane 19 


20 the heart of a lion, ſhall utterly melt: for 


all Iſrael knoweth that thy father is a mighty 


man, and they which = with him are va- 


Hant men. 


Therefore I counſel, that all Iſracl be 


FW rigs gathered unto thee, from Dan even 
to Beer-ſheba, as the ſand that is by the ſea 
for multitude, and chat thou go to > battle in 


thine own perſon. „ 
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So ſhall we come upon him in ſome place 
where he ſhall be found, and we will light 
upon hi as the dew falleth on the ground: 
ind of, and of all che men that are with 
him, there ſhall not be leſt ſo much as one. 

- Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, then 
mall alt Ifrael bring ropes to that city, and 
we will draw it into the-river, until re be 
not one ſihallſtone found there. 

And Abfatom and all the men of Iſrael 


lad, The counſel of Huſhai the Archite is 


better than the counſel of Ahithophel : for 
the Lok had appointed to defeat the good 
counfet of Ahithopheh to the intent that the 
Lonn might bring evil upon Abſalom. © 
Then ſaid Huſhai unto Zadok and to 
Abiathar the prieſts, Thus and thus did 
Ahithophel counſel Abſalom and the elders. 
of Iſrael; and thus 4 Was have I coun- 
ſelledt. 7 
No therefore fend abide: and tell Daz 
vid, faying, Lodge not this night in the 
plains of the e but ſpeedily ' paſs 
over: leſt the king be ſwallowed- up, 1d all 

the people that are with him. 
Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz ſtayed: by 
En-rogel, (for they might not be ſeen to 
come 
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come into the city) And a wench went and 


told them: 
David. 
Nevertheleſs, a lad ſaw chen 1 told 
Abſalom : but they went both of them away 
quickly, and came to a man's houſe in Ba. 
hurim, which had a well in his court, whi- 
ther they went down. £ 
And the woman took and ſpread a a cover- 
ing over the well's mouth, and ſpread ground 
corn thereon: and the thing was not known, 
And when Abſalom's ſervants came to the 
woman to the houſe, they ſaid, Where is 
Ahimaaz and Jonathan? and the woman 
| ſaid unto them, They be gone over the 
brook of water. And when they had ſought 
and could not find them, they enen to 
J eruſalem. q 
And it came to paſs after thin were de- 
parted, that they came up out of the. well, 
and went and told king David, and ſaid un- 
to David, Ariſe and paſs quickly over the 


and they went and told ring 


water : for thus hath W n 


againſt you. 
Then David and, and all the 9 that 
were with him, and they paſſed over Jordan: 
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by the morning light there lacked not one of 
them that was not gone over Jordan. 
And when Ahithophel ſaw that his counſel 
was not followed, he ſaddled his aſs, and | 


| aroſe, and gat him home to his houſe, to his 


city, and put his houſhold in order, and 
hanged himſelf, and died, and was buried in 
the ſepulchre of his father. | 

Then David came to Mahanaim: and - 
Abſalom paſſed over Jordan, he and all the 
men of Iſrael with him. . 

And Abſalom made Amaſa captain of the 
hoſt inſtead of Joab. 

So Iſrael and Abſalom pitched 1 in the ing 


of Gilead. 


ANNOTATIONS aD REFLECTIONS. 


David imagined that Abſalom would make haſte to 
Jeruſalem, and ſo it proved: it ſeems, he arrived there 
2 conſiderable time before the king and his followers 
reached the banks of the river Jordan; for when 
Huſhai came to the city, he found Abſalom in quiet 
poſſeſſion, and juſt going to call a counſel. Abſalom 
ſuppoſing Huſhai to be inviolably attatched to David, 
was amazed at being accoſted by him; but on Huſhai's 
aſſuring him that whom the Lox D and all the men of 
liracl fbould chuſe, his would he be,” he immediately 
reſolved to repoſe intire confidence in him, 

: Huſhai 
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Huſhai in this inſtance was not perfectly "PO 
but we muſt conider, that he had no other poſſible wa 
of defeating the counſels of Ahithophel ; and if a 4. 
eh from truth, can in any inſtance be / juſtified, ſurely 
it is in ſuch à caſe as this, Where it was eviden ly 
practiſed to prevent. me _—— Ait Fara 
aud his KU e 6 

The advice which Ahithophel gave, though ty 

ingly wicked, was very likely to ſucceed in getting the 
king into his power; but in mercy to David, the 
Lok p ordained that Haſhai's counſel ſhould: prevail, 
The object Huſhai ſeems to have had in view, was, th 
gain time, in order to concert proper meaſures for pre- 
venting bloodſhed, and reſtoring the peace of the nation. 

When David, in conſequence of Hulhai's advice, 

had paſſed the river Jordan, he is ſuppoled | to 5 
compoted the following pſalm: 


A PRAYER or Kixe DAVID'S,. EXPRESSIVE or 
Conripence in GOD. | 


In thee, O Lord; do J put my truft, le me newer rh 
Put to confuſion. 

Deliver me in thy righteouſneſs, and 1 ane 10 ehe! 
zncline thine ear unto me, and ſave me. 

Be thou my fireng habitation, whercante I may con- 
tinually refort : theu haſt given commandment 10 ſave ms 
for thou art my rock and my fortreſs. 

Deliver me, O my Go, out of the hand. of the avicked, 
aut of the hand of the anrighteous aud cruel mans 


* 


— 4 


For 


* Pſalm Ix x1, 0 
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For thou' art my hope, O Lox D Gob : then art my 


truſt from my youth. 
I am as a wonder unto many; but thou art tay flrong 


refuge. 

Let my mouth be fled avith thy ae and with thy 
bonour all the day. 

Caſt me not off in the time of old age, Aral, ne rot 
ab hen my ſtrength faileth. 

For mine enemies ſpeak againſt me; and they that 3 
wait for my ſoul, take counſel together, 

Saying, God hath forſaken bim perſecute and take 
him, for there is none to deliver him. 

O Gop, be not far from me: O my God, make haſte 
for my help. 

But I will hope continually, and will yet praiſe thee 
more and more. | | ; | | 
My mouth ſhall fhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and thy 
ſalvation all the day : for 1 know nat the numbers thereof. 

I will go in the ftrength of the Loxd Go: I will 
make mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. Z 

0 Gov, thou haſt taught me from my youth : and 
3 have 1 declared thy wondrous works. 

"ow aljo when I am old and gray- headed, O Goo, 
255 me not; until I have ſhewed thy flrength unto this 
generation, and thy poaber to every one that is to come. 

Thy righteouſneſs alſo, O Go, is very high, who haſt 
Hae great things: O God, who is like unto thee ? 

Thon which haſt ſhewed me great and ſore troubles, 
Halt quicken me ag ain, and ſhall bring me up again from 


| the depths of the earth. 


Thou ſhalt increaſe my greatneſs, and comfurt me on 
every fide . 


Ji 
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I wwill alſo praiſe thee with the p/altery, even thy truth, 
O my Gop : unto thee will J fing with the harp, O thi 
holy One of 1jrael. 

My lips ſhall greatly rejuice when J 2 2 unto thee ; and 
my ſoul which thou haſt redeemed. 
My tongue alſo ſpall talk of thy righteouſneſs all the day 


long: for they are confounded, for they are brought unt 


ſhame, that ſeek my hurt. 


Great as David's diſtreſſes were at preſent, he had 
been redeemed from a greater, the fear of Gop's perpe- 
tual anger for his heinous fins; his repentance had been 
accepted, and forgiveneſs promiſed. He knew that 
the Lon p was alſo able to remove the puniſhment he 
ſuffered, and the Hoty SIR IT gave him aſſurance, 
that when the purpoſes of his reformation and the edi- 
fication of the world, were anſwered by his chaſtiſe- 
ment, he ſhould again rejoice before the Lok p. 

No one deſerved death more than Ahithophel ; and 
deſpair, which generally ſucceeds the diſappointment 
of wicked plots, ſuggeſted the deſperate deed of put- 
ting an end to his own LIFE. When David heard 


that Ahithophel his moſt formidable enemy was dead, it 


was natural for his heart to rejoice ; and the following 
 pfalm ſeems particularly adapted to this occaſion, be- 
cauſe it is likely that being at Mahanaim, he recollected 
the deliverance of his forefather Jacob from the hand 
of Eſau, and was encouraged to hope, that prayer and 
penitence would induce the Loxp to deliver bin alſo 
trom the purſuit of his cracl ſon. 
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A THANKSGIVING or Kinc DAVID ros 18 
PRESERVATION, AND THE COMFORT OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. 


I will Bleſs the Lord at all times: his praiſe all | 
cntinually be in my mouth. 

My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in the Lord : the humble 
fall hear thereof, and be glad. | 

O magnify the LorD with me, and let us cal his 
name together, | 

I fought the Lok p, and he heard me, and delivered me 
from all my fears. 

They looked unto him, and were e lightened : and. _ 
faces were not aſhamed, 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard bie 3 and 
ſaved him out of all his tronbles, | 

The angel of the LoRD encampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them. 

O taſte and ſee that the LORD is good : bleſſed is the 
nan that trufteth in him. | 

O fear the LokD, ye his ſaints : for there is no want 
ts them that fear him. 

The young lions do lack, and ſuffer hunger : 
that ſeek the Lo D ſhall not want any good thing. 
T will teach you 


Come ye children, hearken unto me : 
the fear of the Log. 

What man is he that defireth life; and loveth many 
day:, that he may ſee good? 

Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking 
mule, 

Depart from evil, and do good © ſock 9 and purſue it. 
Nei. | L Tie 
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The eyes of the Lok are upon the righteous, and hi. 
ears are open unto their cry. 

The face of the Lox d ig againſi them that do evil, to 
cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
The righteous cry, and the Lok b heareth and deliver. 
eth them out of all their troubles. 

The Lok p ts nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart : and ſaveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit. 

Many are the affiiftions of the righteous ; but the Lok 
delivereth him out of them all. 

He keepeth all his bones not one of them is broken. 

vil fall flay the wicked: and they that hate the 
righteous ſhall be deſolate. 

The LokD: redeemeth the foul of his ſervants: and 


none of them that truſt in him ſhall bt deſolate. 
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SHOBI, MACHIR, and BARZILLAI, Bring 
 Succovuk To THE Kinc-—DAVID viewinG 1s 
ARMY, GIVETH THEM CHARGE CONCERNING 
ABSALOM — TE ISRAKLITES surrr EN 
ABSALOM HanGED IN an OAK — TR King 
MOURNETH TOR ABSALOM. | 


ND it came to paſs when David was 
come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the 
ſon of Nahaſh of Rabbah of the children of 
Ammon, and Machir the ſon of Ammiel of 
Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Ro- 
gelim, 5 | 
Brought beds, a baſons, and dion 
veſſels, and wheat and. barley, and flour, 
and parched corn, and beans, and lebten, | 
and parched pulſe, 

And honey, and butter, and ſheep, and 
cheeſe of kine for David, and for the people 
that were with him to eat; for they ſaid, 
the people is hungry, and weary, and 


tirſty 1 in the wilderneſs, 
1 And 


— 


2:0 THE PEOPLE NUMBERED. 
And David numbered the people that 


were with him, and ſet captains of thouſands, 
and captains of hundreds over them. 

And David ſent forth a third part of the 
people under the hand of Joab, and a third 
part under the hand of Abiſhai the ſon of 
Zeruiah Joab's brother, and a third part un- 
der the hand of Ittai the Gittite : and the 
king ſaid unto the people, I will ſurely g0 
forth with you myſelf alſo. | 

But the people anſwered, Thou ſhalt not 
go forth: for if we flee away, they will not 
care for us; neither if half of us die, will 
they care for us: but now thou art worth 
ten thouſand of us, therefore now it is better 
that thou ſuccour us out of the city. 

And the king ſaid unto them, What ſeem- 
eth you beſt, I will do. And the king ftood 
by the gate-ſide, and all the people came 
out by hundreds, and by thouſands. 

And the king commanded Joab, and 
Abiſhai, and Ittai, ſaying, Deal gently for 
my ſake with the young man, even with 
Abſalom. And all the people heard when 
the king gave all the captains charge con- 
cerning Abſalom, 
| | | 80 


* 


ABSALOM HANGED. 221 


hat So the people went out into the field 

ds, againſt Iſrael: and the tate was in the 
wood of Ephraim. 

the Where the people of Iſrael were Qain bes. 

ird fore the ſervants of David, and there was 


of there a great ſlaughter that day of twenty 


Un- thouſand men. 
the For the battle was iden ſcattered over Ms 


80 face of all the country; and the wood 
devoured more people that day, than the 
not ſword devoured, 
not And Abſalom met the ſervants of David; 
will and Abfalom rode upon a mule, and the 
orth mule went under the thick boughs of a great 
ter oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, 
and he was taken up between the heaven and 
em- the earth, and the mule that was under him 
tod went away. 
ame And a certain man ſaw it, and told Joab, 
and ſaid, Behold, I ſaw Abſalom hanged in 
and an oak. 
/ for And Joab ſaid unto the man that told 
win I tim, And behold, thou ſaweſt him, and why 
"hen BY Gait thou not ſinite him there to the ground, 
COR and I would have given thee ten ſhekels _— 
80 ſilver, and a girdle? 


222 AB s A LO M SLAIN. 
And the man ſaid unto Joab, Though! 


ſhould receive a thouſand ſhekels of filver in and 
mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine in 
hand againſt the king's ſon: for in our hear. to 
ing the king charged thee, and Abiſhai, and cal 
Ittai, ſaying, Beware that none touch the is C 
young man Abſalom. ; 
Otherwiſe, I ſhould have * falſhood me 
againſt mine own life: for there is ho mat- that 


ter hid from the king, and thou thy ſelf ene! 
wouldeſt have ſet thyſelf againſt me. 

Then ſaid Joab, I may not tarry thus with 
thee. And he took three darts in his hand, 
and thruſt them through the heart of Abſa- 
lom, while he was yet alive! in the midſt of 
the oak. 6 2 

And ten young men that bare Joab's ar- 
mour, compaſſed about and ſmote Abſalom, 
and flew him. 

And Joab blew the trumpet, and the peo- 
ple returned from purſuing after Iſrael : for 
Joab held back the people. 

And they took Abſalom, and caſt him into 
a great pit in the wood, and laid a very 
great heap of ſtones upon him: and all Iſrael 
Hed every one to his tent. 
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Now Abſalom in his life-time had taken 
and reared up for himſelf a pillar, which is 
in the king's dale: for he ſaid I have no fon 
to keep my name in remembrance: and he 
called the pillar after his own name, and it 
is called unto this day, Abſalom's place. 

Then ſaid Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok, Let 
me now run, and bear the king tidings, how 
that the Lorpd hath avenged- him of his 
enemies. 5 

And Joab ſaid unto him, thou malt not 
bear tidings this day, but thou ſhalt bear 


tidings another day: but this day thou ſhale 


bear no tidings, becauſe the king's ſon is 
dead. | 

Then faid Joab to Cuſhi, Go tell the 
king what thou haſt ſeen. And Cuſhi _ 
ed himſelf unto Joab, and ran. 

Then ſaid Ahimaaz the ſon of Za ok yet 
again to Joab, But howſoever, let me, I pray 
thee, alſo run after Cuſhi. And Joab. ſaid, 
Wherefore wilt thou run, my ſon, ſeeing 
that thou haſt no tidings ready ? 

But howſoever (ſaid he) let me run. And 
he ſaid unto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz 


ran by the way of the plain, and overran 
Cuſhi, 


TED And 


224 TIDINGS SEN T. 


And David ſat between the two gates: 


and the watchman went up to the roof over 
the gate unto the wall, and lift up his eyes, 
and looked, and behold a man running alone. 
And the watchman cried, and told the 
king. And the king ſaid, If he be alone, 
there is tidings in his mouth. And he came 
apace, and drew near. 

Ang the watchman ſaw another man run- 


ind the watchman called unto the por- 
ter, and ſaid, Behold, another man running 
alone, And the king ſaid, He alſo bringeth 


tidings. 

And the 1 ſaid, Methinketh the 
running of the foremoſt, is like the running 
of Ahimaaz the ſon of Zadok. And the 
king ſaid, He is a good man, and cometh 
with good _tidings. 1 

And NMhimaaz called, and ſaid unto the 
king, All 1s well. And he fell down to the 
earth upon his face before the king, and 


ſaid, Blefied be the Lokrp thy Gop, which 
hath delivered up the men that lift up their 
hand againſt my Lord the king. 

And the king ſaid, Is the young man Ab- 
ſalom ſafe? And Ahimaaz anſwered, When | 


Joab ſent the king's ſervant, and me thy ſer- 
vant, 


DAVID'S GRIEF. 225 
vant, I ſaw a great tumult, but I knew not 


what 1t was. 

And the king ſaid unto him, Turn aſide, 
and ſtand here. And he turned aſide and 
ſtood ſtill. | | 

And behold, Cuſhi came, and Cuſhi 151 
Tidings, my lord the king: for the Lorb 


hath avenged thee this day of all x them that 
roſe up againſt thee. CY 

And the king ſaid unto cur; the 
young man Abſalom ſafe ? And Cui an- 


ſwered, The enemies of my lord the king, 
and all that riſe againſt thee to. do thee hurt, 
be as that young man is. | 

And the king was much moved, and went 
up to the chamber over the gate, and wept : 
and as he went, thus he ſaid, O my fon Ab- 
ſalom, my ſon, my ſon Abſalom :. e 
Gop I had died for thee, O Ablater 
ſon, =_ ſon. - 


ANNOTATIONS 5 | REFLEC To 


David experienced the- upp effects of his faith and 
piety ; for it pleaſed Gop-to. encourage many faithful 
ſubje&ts and brave ſoldiers to eſpouſe his cauſe, and 
they reſorted to him from all quarters, ſo that in a few 

L 5 days t 
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days he had a powerful army to reſiſt Abſalom and his 
rebellious followers. Proviſions alſo were brought to 
him in abundance, by perſons of the greateſt diſtinction 
throughout all the regions round about. 

Shobi was that ſon of Nahaſh, Who I told you, i 
| ſuppoſed to have been made viceroy of Rabbah by Da. 
vid. Machir was the perſon who had maintained 
Mephiboſheth ; he ſeems to have been a man of a moſt 
benevolent diſpoſition, ready at all times to ſuccour 


merit Mydiſtreſs. Barzillai was a worthy man, who 

alſo kl nne beſt uſe to which riches can be applied. 
As Blom was bent on his impious ſcheme of 

eſtabll bo himſelf on the throne by the murder of his 


> parent, David was under a neceſſity of uſing 
means for his own ſecurity : he could not ſacrifice his 
friends to the impetuous rage of a head-ſtrong young 
man; neither could he, conſiſtently with honour and 
religion, deſert the throne to which he had been raiſed 
by the immediate appointment of Gop, and the uni- 
verſal conſent of the people. He was the Lord's 
anointed, and as ſuch, he bore the ſword of juſtice, 
Hieb it was his duty to chaſtize ſedition and re- 
une perſon of his own ſon. He there- 
fore numb fed the people, divided his. forces, which 

d to have amounted to 4000 men, and find- 
We. zrmy was ſufficiently ſtrong, reſolved to 
emy; but unwilling to ſpill the blood of 


his ſubjects, or draw his ſword againſt a rebellious ſon, 
he yielded to the entreaties of his ſervants, and did not 
go forth with his troops. There is no doubt but that 
the pious king ſeized this opportunity of intreating the 
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Loxyd to compleat his deliverance, for his pſalms 
abound with ſentiments adapted to ſuch an occaſion. 
The exceſſive tenderneſs which David expreſſed for 
Abſalom ſhewed his character in the moſt amiable light; 
he was willing to impute his raſhneſs to youth and in- 
experience, therefore intreated his generals and cap- 
tains to ſpare Abſalom for his ſake, hoping that he 
would reform. | 
Notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of the rebs 
and the reftraint which David's kind cot m. 1 | 
vour of Abſalom had laid upon his party : 


on could not eſcape the pungſhment due ta Fn 
paralleled crimes ; aſtice of Gop oven 


and his hair, which had been his ornament pride, 
became inſtrumental to his deſtruction: he was con- 
igned by God to that very puniſhment, to which the 
law condemned traitors and parricides, 

Joab was of a very impetuous temper, and knowing 
the good conſequences that were likely to enſue, not- 
withſtanding the king's commands to the contrary, de- 
termined to pierce the rebellious heart of this unna- 
tural ſon ; and the ſoldiers finding that \bſal 
dead, ſhewed their deteſtation of his crigl by: 
itones on his carcaſe. 
_ Whilit the two armies were engaged, tl 
ſat in the gate, equally dreading a vita 
at length Ahimaaz and Cuſhi were dif 
watchman ; David flattered himſelf that Their i 
gence was of the moſt pleaſing kind, and you find that 
Ahimaaz evaded telling him immediately of the death 
ef Abſalom; but when Cuſhi arrived, David's fears 
vere confirmed: his lamentation needs no comment: 

L 6 it 
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it is impoſſible for any words to be more expreſſive of 
the grief of a tender parent, for the untimely death of 
a wicked ſon, who was cut off in the midſt of his ſinſul 
courſe. O my ſon Abſalom, my fon, my fon Abſalom, 
avould to Gon I had died for thee, O Ab/alom my ſon, 
my fon l RES 


SECT, 


1 7 
re of | 
h of 


inſul 
atom, 


y /on, 


SECT. XXXI. 


JOAB xEPROVETH THE KING—DAVID czastT# 
TO MOURN. FoR ABSALOM— TRE TRIBES ARE 
URGENT TO BRING HIM BACK To JERUSALEM. 


2 


ND it was told Joab, Beheld the king 
weepeth and mourneth for Abfalom. 
And the victory that day was turned into 
mourning unto all the people: for the peo- 
ple heard ſay that day, how the king Was. 
grie ved for his fon. _ : 

And the people gat em by ſtealth that 
day into the city, as people being aſhamed 
ſteal away when they flee in battle. 

But the king covered his face, and the 
king cried with a loud voice, O my ſon Ab- 
lon, O Abſalom my ſon, my ſon. | 

And Joab came into the howfe to the 
king, and ſaid, Thou haſt ſhamed this day 
the faces of all thy ſervants, which this day 
have ſaved thy life, and the lives of thy ſons, 
and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy 
wives, and the lives of thy concubines : 


ECT. 


In 
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In that thou loveſt thine enemies and 
| hateſt thy friends; for thou haſt declared 
this day, that thou regardeſt neither princes, 
nor ſervants; for this day I perceive, that if 
Abſalom had lived, and all we had died this 
day, then it had pleaſed thee well, | 
No therefore ariſe, go forth, and ſpeak 
comfortably unto thy ſervants : for I ſwear 
by the Lox, if thou go not forth, there will 
not tarry one with thee this night ; and that 
will be worſe unto thee than all the evil that 
befell thee from thy youth until now. 

Then the king roſe, and fat in the gate: 
and they told unto all the people, ſaying, 
Behold, the king doth fit in the gate: and 
all the people came before the king: for 1{- 
rael had fled every man to his tent. 

And all the people were at ſtrife through- 
out all the tribes of Iſrael, ſaying, The king 
ſaved us out of the hand of our enemies, 
and he delivered us out of the hand of the 
Philiſtines, and now he is fled out of the 
land for Abſalom. | 
And Abſalom whom we anointed over us, 
is dead in battle: now therefore why ſpeak 


ye not a word of bringing the king back ? 
2 And 


—— 


DAVID's MESSAGE TO JU DAH 237 
And king David ſent to Zadok and to 
Abiathar the prieſts, ſaying, Speak unto the 
elders of Judah, ſaying, Why are ye the laſt 
to bring the king back to his houſe? (ſee- 
ing the ſpeech of all Iſrael is come to the 
king, even to his houſe.) 

Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and 
my fleſh : wherefore then are ye the laſt to 
bring back the king? 

And ſay ye to Amaſa, Art thou not of my 
bone, and of my fleſh? Gop do ſo to me 
and more alſo, if thou be not captain of the 
hoſt before me continually i in the room of 
Joab. 

And he bowed the heart of all the men of 
Judah, even as the heart of one man, ſo that 
they ſent this word unto the king, Return 
thou and all thy ſervants. | 
So the king returned, and came to Jor- 
dan: and Judah came to Gilgal, to go to 
meet the king, to conduct the ang over 


Jordan. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


When the people of Iſrael perceived that the king 
gave way to immoderate grief for the death of Abſa- 
lom, and ſeemed inſenſible of their good offices; inftea 1 

of 
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of rejoicing in their victory, they retired to their houſes 


diſappointed and ſilent. Joab, who knew that if Da- 
vid abandoned himſelf to ſorrow in this manner, and 
the ardour of the people was ſuffered to abate, many bad 
conſequences might enſue, refolved to expoſtulate with 
him; and had he done this with tenderneſs and delicacy, 
he would have acted a prudent and friendly. part; but 
he had a heart ſteeled to all the delicate feelings of hu: 
manity, and therefore could make no allowance for one 
whoſe mind was habituated to the tendereſt ſenſibility, 
Nothing could be more infolent than Joab's addreſs to 


his ſovereign ; however, it was not a time for David to 


expreſs diſpleaſure, and he mene acquieſced 
with his deſire. 

David had many friends amongſt the tribes of Iſrael, 
who as ſoon as they heard that Abſalom was dead, en- 
deavoured to perſuade the reſt to return to their duty; 
. which they did, with as much eager zeal, as they had a 
ſhort time before ruſhed into rebellion 3 their only 
contention was, which tribe ſhould moſt fignalize 
their loyalty and affection. Amaſa was the com- 
mander of the tribe of Judah, and as they had un- 
der him taken ſuch a diſtinguiſhed part againſt Da- 
vid, . they were apprehenſive of his reſentment ; but 
as he longed for peace, he prudently reſolved to win 
them by mildneſs, in which you find he happily ſuc- 
ceeded. We cannot be ſurprized at the offer which 
David made to Amaſa, when we reflect on the arro- 
gant and contemptuous treatment Jacob had given him; 
and when we likewiſe conſider, that he could not have 
regained poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem without beſieging it, 
if the tribe of Judah had continued to reſiſt him. It is 
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true, that Joab had hitherto adhered to David's inte- 


reſt; but he had dared to kill the king's ſon contrary 
to his expreſs command, when he might have taken 
him priſoner; and had lately threatened David with a 
freſh rebellion, unleſs he acted intirely by his direction; 
ſo that it was highly neceſſary to remove him, and no 
one was ſo proper to ſucceed as Amaſa. 

David had now the happy proſpect of being reſtored 
to the peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne of Iſrael; and 
what was ſtill more deſirable, he had the comfortable 
aſſurance, that he ſhould again preſent himſelf before 
the Lok p in his holy tabernacle, | | 


Kine DAVID'S MEDITATIONS as nt ap 
VANCED TOWARDS THE Holy CiTY. 


Bleed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the 
law of the Lo od. | 

Bleſſed are they that keep his reſtimonies, and that feck 
bin with the whole heart. 

O that my ways were directed tb keep thy * 8 

Iwill keep thy ſtatutes: O forſake me not utterly, 

{ will meditate in thy precepts, and have reſpet unto 
thy WAYS, 5 

1 have gone aſtray like a loft ſheep : ſeek thy ſervant: * 


for I do not Forget thy commandments. - 


Creat are thy tender mercies, O Lol D: : quicken me 
according to thy judgments. 
Conſider how ] love thy precepts : quicken me O Loxb, 
according to thy loving-Hindneſs. 
{ will delight myſelf in thy ſtatutes 1 woill not forget 
thy ward, | 
Remove © 
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Remove from me reproach and contempt for I hav 
 hept thy teſgimonies. | 
I have choſen the way of truth + thy judgments have I 
laid before me. 
Let thy mercies come alh unto me, O Lord, even ty 
Salvation, according to thy word, 
So fhall I hawe wherewith to anſwer him that re- 
proacheth me + for ¶ truft in thy word. 
This is my comfort in my afflition : for thy word hath 
quickened me. 
. The proud have had me greatly in derifion: : yet have I 
not declined from thy law. 
I remembered thy judgments of ole, O Loxp: and have 
eomforted myſelf. 
Thy ftatutes have been 7 ſongs in the houſe of * pil. 
grimage. ; 
T entreated thy favour with my whole heart 5 be merci. 
ful unto me according to thy ard. | 
1 thaught on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy 
te/timonies. 
1 made haſte and delayed not to keep thy commandments, 


T hou haft dealt well with thy ſervant, O Lok p, ac. 


cording unto thy word. 

Before I was _—— 2 event ere but now have 1 
kept thy word. 

It is good for me 1 T have been afflifed : that [ 


might learn thy flatutes. ' 


They that fear thee, will be glad when they fee ne; 


becauſe I have hoped in thy word. 
Loet thoſe that fear thee turn unto me, and thoſe that 
have known thy teſtimonies. 
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0 how love I thy l bs my meditation all the day. 

How fweet are thy words unto my taſte ! yea, ſweeter 
than honey to my mouth. 

Thy word is a lamp unto ny feet and a light unto my 
path, | 

Accept, I beſeech thee, the free-will offerings of my 
muth, O LoxD, and teach me thy judgments. : 

Mine eyes fail for thy ſalvation; and for the word Yf 
thy righteouſneſs. 

Order my fleps in thy word: and let not any and | 
have dominion over me. 

1 prevented the dawning of the ry . cried: I 
hoped in thy word. 

Mine eyes prevent the night-watcher, that 1 might | 
meditate in thy word. 

Seven times a day do 1 e thee + been 1 thy 
righteous judgments, 

Great peace hace they which Fs 1 r : od no- 
thing ſpall offend them. | 
Unleſs thy Iaw had been wy delight, 7 fould then 
have periſhed in mine affiiftion. 

T hy word ts true from the beginning : 4 every one i 
thy ri ig/0100us judgments endureth for ever v. | 


—_ 


4 


* Pſalm cxix. ſeems to me entirely compoſed of fach ſentiments 
as muſt naturally have ariſen in David's mind during his abſence 
from Jeruſalem, and on the proſpect of his return to it. I have 
therefore ventured, without the authority of the learned, to apply 
ſome parts to this occaſion. The whole might have been introduced 
with advantage but I am obliged, in the courſe of this work, to 
reject many noble paſſages to avoid being too voluminous : : the 
beauties of SCRIPTURE are not eaſily collected. 
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E OT. XII. 


SHIMEI PAR DONED=THE KING GOETA OVER 
JORDAN. 


ND Shimei the ſon of Gera, a Benja- 

mite, which was of Bahurim, haſted, 

and came down with the men of Judah, to 
meet king David; 

And there were a thouſand men of Ben- 


jamin with him, and Ziba the ſervant of the 


houſe of Saul, and his fifteen ſons and his 
twenty ſervants with him, and they went 
over Jordan before the king. 

And there went over a ferry- boat to carry 
over the king's houſhold, and to do what he 
thought good: and Shimei the ſon of Gera 
fell down before the king as he was come 
over Jordan ; | 
And faid unto the king, 120 not my lord 
impute iniquity unto me, neither do thou 
remember that which thy ſervant did per- 


verſly the day that my lord the king went 
out 


OVER 


zenja- 
aſted, 
ah, to 


f Ben» 
of the 
nd his 
went 


o carry 
hat he 
}f Gera 
s come 


ay lord 
Jo thou 
lid per- 
2 went 

out 
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out of Jeruſalem, that the king ſhould bake 
it to his heart. El 

For thy ſervant doth W that 1 have 
ſinned: therefore behold; I am come the 
firſt this day of all the houſe of Joſeph, to 
go down to meet my lord the king. | 

But Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah anſwered 
and ſaid, Shall not Shimei be put to death 
for this, becauſe he curſed the Lord's a- 
nointed ? 

And David Aid, What have I t to do with. 
you, ye ſons of Zeruiah, that ye ſhould this 
day be adverſaries unto me? ſhall there any 
man be put to death this day in Iſrael? for 
do not I know, that I am this day king over 
Ifrael ? | | 

Therefore the 3 ſaid Unto Siem 
Thou ſhalt not die: and the king ſwace. 
unto him. 

And Barzillai the Gileadite came down 
from Rogelim, and went over Jordan with | 
the king, to conduct him over Jordan. 

Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even 
fourſcore years old, and he had provided the 
king of ſuſtenance while he lay at Maha- 
naim: for he was a very great man. 


And 
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And the king ſaid unto Barzillai, Come 
thou over with me, and Iwill wy thee with 
me in Jeruſalem. 

And Barzillai ſaid unto che king, How 
long have I to live, that I ſhould go up with 
the king unto Jeruſalem ? 

I am this day fourſcore years old: and can 
I diſcern between good and evil? can thy 
| ſervant taſte what I eat or what I drink? can ¶ peo 
I hear any more the voice of finging-men alſo 
and ſinging-women ? wherefore then ſhould 
thy ſervant, be yet a burden unto my lord 
the king ? 

Thy ſervant will go a little way over Jor- Thi 
dan with the king: and why ſhould the king ect 
recompenſe it me with ſuch a reward ? mw 

12 7 nerally 

Loet thy ſervant, I pray thee, turn back WW; 

again, that I may die in mine own city, and I rentur, 


{ol 
do 


be buried by the grave of my father, and of I. ref 
my mother: but behold thy ſervant Chim- mth hi 
ham, let him go over with my lord the i N. 
king, and do to him what ſhall ſeem good ate : 
unto thee. | Barzi 

And the king anſwered, Chimham ſhall “ no: 
go over with me, and I will do to him that wh 


which ſhall ſeem good unto thee : and what- 
ſoe ver 
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ſoever thou ſhalt require of me, that will I 
do for thee. 

And all the people went over Jordan : 
and when the king was come over, the king 
kiſſed Barzillai, and bleſſed him ; and he re- 
turned unto his own place. 

Then the king went on to Gilgal, and 
Chimham went on with him: and all the 
people of Judah conducted the king, and 
alſo half the people of Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


The manner in which David acted towards Shimei, 
reflects great honour on his memory: had not his cha- 
tacter for humanity and gentleneſs of manners been ge- 
nerally known, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that one who had 
ſo vilely inſulted him in the day of diſtreſs, would have 
rntured to caſt himfelf upon his mercy, The king 
v2; reſolved not to interrupt the joy of reconcilement 
vith his people by ſhedding the blood of a reviler, 
whoſe reproaches, though undeſerved, had contributed 
lo bring his mind into that humble ſtate which had 
nade his prayers acceptable to the Lord, | 

Barzillai was a faithful ſubjeRt, and his ſovereign 
nas not inſenſible to his merit. This was a happy day 
bo David z for he had opportunities of exerciſing his 
nerey, benevolence, and gratitude, 


SECT. 
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A CONTEST DEW EIN Tu TRIBES—A Rx. 
BELLIONENSUES. 


ND behold, all the men of Iſrael came 
to the king, and ſaid unto the king, 
Why have our brethren, the men of Judah, 
ſtolen thee away, and have brought the king 
and his houſhold, and all David's men with 
him over Jordan ? | 

And all the men of Judah anſwered the 

. men of Iſrael, Becauſe the king is near of 
: | 7 | ak ou 
kin to us: wherefore then be ye angry for I de - 
this matter? have we eaten at all of the I cndin 
king's coſt ? or hath he given us any gift? Mie, we 
And the men of Iſrael anſwered the men err cou: 
of Judah, and ſaid, We have ten parts in . 
the king, and we have alſo more right in len he k 
David than ye: why then did ye deſpiſe us Win, h. 
that our advice ſhould not be firſt had in trib 


bringing back our king? And the words of . 
| the 
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8 HE B AS REBELLION. 24 
the men of Judah were fiercer than the 
words of the men of Iſrael. 5 

And there happened to be there a man of 
Belial, whoſe name was Sheba, the ſon of 
Bichri, a Benjamite, and he blew a trumpet, 
and ſaid, We have no part in David, neither 
have we inheritance in- the ſon of Jeſſe: 
every man to his tents, O Iſrael. 

So every man of Iſrael went up from after 
David, and followed Sheba the ſon of Bichri: | 
but the men of Judah clave unto their king, : 
from Jordan even to Jeruſalem. 


A RE. 


e came 
e king, 
Judah, 
he king 


f ANNOTATIONS Ax REFLECTIONS. 
en with , 


It is very eaſy to raiſe commotions in a ſtate, but 


red the ad to quell them; for when fellow-ſubjefts have 

| of uſed to regard each other as enemies, animoſities 
CODY reak out on every trifling occaſion ; as was the caſe 
ngry for the preſent inſtance. Perhaps David was impolitic 
of the {ending to the men of Judah; but as it was his own . 
gift? ie. ve can ſcarcely wonder that he was ſolicitous for 

the men tir countenancing him on this occaſion; neither was 


afe for him to go to Jeruſalem, till he had their aſ- 


P arts * ance that they would yield him quiet poſſeſſion of 1 it; a 
right in ea he knew that the gates of the city would be opened 
ſpe Us, lim, he began his march, never ſuppoſing that the 
t had in r tribes would expect a particular invitation; 


ever, pride and jealouſy made them ſuſpect him of 


of 
words Vor. III. M partiality 


the. 
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* 


partiality to Judah; and the imprudent haughty anſwer 

which this tribe returned to their -remonſtrances, blew 

up the flame. Sheba being a Benjamite, had a per. 

ſonal hatred to David, on account of his having been 

appointed by Gop to ſuperſede Saul's family; he 

therefore took advantage of the preſent diſpute, with a 

view to his own intereſt. 

The joy which David would otherwiſe have felt at 


his return to Jeruſalem, was greatly damped by theſe AM. 
freſh contentions ; but he ſtill truſted in the Loxo. J 0 
M/ 


When he entered the city, Mephiboſheth met him 
with all the appearance of forlorn diſtreſs, both in his 
dreſs and perſon: his anſwer to the King's enquiry, 
why he had not attended him ? implied, that it was his A 
wiſh to have done ſo; but David's reply gives us rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that he did not believe him ſincere; maſa 
though for the ſake of Jonathan, he was contented to I three 
paſs the matter over without a ſcrutiny, which he 80 
feared might end in the diſgrace of Mephiboſheth, Juda 
Ziba had done the king very acceptable ſervices, and 85 
his ſtory was a probable one; if Mephiboſheth was 
able to ride, ſurely: he might have followed, and pre- An 
vented credit being given to it; therefore we cannot Ml Sheba 


time 


wonder, that David did not readily give ear to his ex. W than 
cuſes, for after the benefits he had conferred on Mephi- F 
RET | evan 

boſheth, he muſt have been greatly hurt at ſuch an 0 
appearance of ingratitude and inattention. to his dif- Im fe 
treſs. I muſt own to you, my dear, that I am unable Anc 
td decide which deſerved blame, Mephiboſheth or ¶ and th 
Ziba; but have ſo good an opinion of David, that! ll the 
am perſuaded he conducted himſelf in this affair, ac- 

N ES | Jeruſa 
cording to the rules of integrity and honour. 5 
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8 EC T. XXXV. 


AMASA MADE GENERAL BY DAVID—SrLain BY 
JOAB—JOAB PURSUESs SHEBA—A WISE Wo- 
MAN SAVETH THE City of ABEL. 


Ag David came to his houſe at Je- 
ruſalem. Then ſaid the king to A- 
maſa, Aſſemble me the men of Judah within 
three days, and be thou here preſent. 

So Amaſa went to aſſemble the men of 


Judah; but he tarried longer than the ſet 


time which he had appointed him. 

And David ſaid to Abiſhai, Now ſhall 
Sheba the ſon of Bichri do us more harm 
than did Abſalom : take thou thy lord's 
lervants, and purſue after him, leſt he get 
him fenced cities, and eſcape us. 

And there went out after him Joab's men, 
and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and 
ul the mighty men: and they went out of 
e to purſue after Sheba the ſon of 

ichri. 


M 2 When 
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When they were at the great ſtone which And 
is in Gibeon, Amaſa went before them: and tel unt 


Joab's garment that he had put on, was al the! 
girded unto him, and upen it a girdle with gether a 


a ſword faſtened upon his loins in the ſheath And 
thereof, and as he went forth it fell out. of Beth 
And Joab faid to Amaſa, Art thou in {M9*'?it 1 

health, my brother? and Joab took Amaſa and all t 

by the beard with the right hand to kiſs him, N red th 

But Amaſa took no heed to the ſword that Then 

was in Joab's hand : ſo he ſmote him there- Hear, h 

with in the fifth rib, and ſhed out his bowels eome Ni 

to the ground, and ſtruck him not again, thee, 
and he died: ſo Joab and Abiſhai his bro- And v 
ther purſued after Sheba the ſon of Bichri. roman { 
And one of Joab's men ſtood by him, and Hſbered,! 
ſaid, He that favoureth Joab, and he that is Hear the 
for David, let him go after Joab. aſwered, 
And Amaſa wallowed in blood in the ff Len! 
midft of the high-way : and when the man o ſpeak 
ſaw that all the people ſtood ſill, he removed "8 aſk 
ed the m: 


Amaſa out of the high-way into the field, 


and caſt a cloth upon him, when he ſaw that, | am o 
every one that came by him, ſtood ſtill. aithful 11 
When he was removed out of the high- cy and: 
ſyallow u 


way, all the people went on after Joab, to 


purſue after Sheba the ſon of Bichri. 
And 
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And he went through all the tribes of Iſ- 
nel unto Abel, and to Beth-maachah, and 

all the Berites: and they were gathered to- 
gether and went alſo after him. 

And they came and beſieged him in Abel 
of Beth-maachah, and they caſt up a bank 
againſt the city, and it ſtood in the trench; 
and all the people that were with Joab, bat- 
tered the wall to throw it down. 

Then cried a wiſe woman out of the city, 
Hear, hear; ſay, I pray you, unto Joab, 
come near hither, that I may ſpeak wth 
thee, | 
And when he was come near unto her, the - 
voman ſaid, Art thou Joab? And he an- 
ſwered, I am he. Then ſhe faid unto him, 
Hear the words of thine handmaid. And he 
aſwered, I do hear. 

Then ſhe ſpake, ſaying, They were wont 
to ſpeak in old times, ſaying, They ſhall 
vurely aſk counſel at Abel: and ſo ry end- 
ed the matter. 

am one of them that are peaceable and 
ſüthful in Iſrael; thou ſeekeſt to deſtroy a 
aty and a mother in Iſrael: why wilt thou 
allow up the inheritance of the Loxp ? 

M 3 


246 SIEGE OF ABEL. 


And Joab anſwered and ſaid, Far be it, M Hund of 
far be it from me, that I ſhould ſwallow up WM dd perp. 
or deſtroy. | David's 1 

, to go ag⸗ 

The matter is not ſo: but a man of mount ee 
Ephraim (Sheba the ſon of Bichri by name) Wl mind, . 
hath lift up his hand againſt the king, even M vi! cn; 
againſt David: deliver him only, and I will l >: 
depart from the city. And the woman ſaid Be A 
unto Joab, Behold, his head ſhall be thrown po” 


| | preat me: 
to thee over the wall. pears, th: 


Then the woman went unto all the people fit offer 
in her wiſdom, and they cut off the head of MW de deltru 
Sheba the ſon of Bichri, and caſt it out to n. 


of the car 
Joab: and he blew a trumpet, and they re- he matte 
tired from the city, every man to his tent: I mands; - 
and Joab returned to Terug unto the Aeba, ſh 
kin SEE ; death, £ 
8. tion was 
X OE : viſdom 01 
ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 
We bud that David was reſolved to remove Joad J 
from the ſupreme command of the army, agreeably to THRE! 
his promiſe to Amaſa, for his inſolence was inſupport- 9 8 
able. Amaſa not being able to make ſuch quick diſ- BEC 
patch as the caſe required, David was greatly dis. L all + 
quieted, which made him ſend Abiſhai, with the ory 
Cherithites, &c. who met with Amaſa. unintereſt; 
Joab it is ſuppoſed joined them, with a determined bt you ft 


reſolution to put Amaſa to death, and retain the com- 
mand 
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be it, mand of the army in defiance of the king: when he 
had perpetrated this wicked act, he profeſſed himſelf i in 


W u 
F David's intereſt ; and as there was an abſolute neceſſity 
to go againſt the rebels, the people without heſitation 
10unt Bi {11 ved him. Juſt as the troops, by Joab's com- 


mand, were beginning to beſiege the city with the 
uſual engines, a wiſe woman requelted them to deſiſt, 
till he had made a propoſal to the general. n 

The arguments ſhe uſed, were perſuaſive and power? 
ful; though according to our tranſlation, they are in a 
great meaſure unintelligible to us; but it plainly ap- 
pears, that ſhe meant to expoſtulate with Joab for not 
fiſt offering terms of peace, before he proceeded to 
the deſtruction of a city which was part of the Logp's: 
inheritance; aſſuring him, that had he informed them 
of the cauſe, the inhabitants would ſoon have ended 
the matter, by complying with any reaſonable de- 
mands; and when ſhe found they were in purſuit of 
dncba, ſhe promiſed he ſhould immediately be put to 
death. As ſoon as the leader was cut of the ſedi- 
ton was at an end: ſo you find, my dear, that the 
wiſdom of one Woman ſaved a whole city. 
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A Tures Years FAMINE in ISRAEIL., on Ac- 
counT oF SAUL”'s InjusTiceE To THe: 


port- 
* GIBEONITES. 
dil- 
the I ſhall not, my dear, enter into a very particular ex- 
planation of this part of ſacred hiſtory, as it would be 
cd uninter eſting to you; but cannot paſs it quite over, 


3 el you ſhould think that David acted improperly on 
| M 4. | | this- 
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this occaſion. You know that Joſhua made a league 
with the Gibeonites; in conſequence of which, the If. 
raelites were bound in the moſt ſolemn manner, to ſuf. 
fer them to live quietly amongſt them. Saul, it ſeems, 
had violated. this treaty, and killed a number of then 
in times of peace without the leaſt-provocation, in or- 
der that his friends might poſſeſs their cities: many of 
the Iſraelites had been inſtrumental to his injuſtice; 
Gop was diſhonoured by the people's having broke x 
covenant made in his holy name, and his religion 
would have been deſpiſed, if the nations around had 
cauſe given them to ſuppoſe, that it admitted of ; 
breach of a publick treaty. 

The Gibeonites it is likely were by this time fo in- 
creaſed, that they were diſtreſſed for towns to dwell in; 
and the Iſraelites, in all probability, inattentive to their 
neceſſities, made themſelves partakers of Saul's fin, by 
retaining thoſe cities, which were the lawful property 
of the Gibeonites. National fin, calls for national 
puniſhment : and famine is one of thoſe calamities, 
which is generally underſtood by people who have re- 
ligious minds, as coming immediately from the hand 
of Gop, to bring men to repentance and reformation. 
David in the preſent inſtance conſidered it in this 
light, and enquired of the Loxn ; by which means he 
learnt, “ that it was for Saul and his bloody houſe, be. 
cauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites. As ſoon as the cauſe was 
known, the next care was to find out the remedy ; for 
this purpoſe he applied to the Gibeonites, to learn in 
what manner he could give them ſatisfaction: they de- 


manded, to have feven men of the family of Saul de- 


livered into their hands ; : this requiſition was conſiſtent 
with 
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with their ideas of juſtice; therefore David was com- 
manded by Gop to comply with their deſire, and 
ſeven men were accordingly delivered to. them, whom. 
they hanged: as it was left to David to fix on the 
perſons, who were by their deaths to make ſatisfaction 
to the Gibeonites, he carefully ſaved alive thoſe who 
were the immediate deſcendants of Saul and Jona- 
than, namely, Mephiboſheth the ſon- of Jonathan, and 
Micah the ſon of Mephiboſheth, with the four ſons of 
Michah; by which means he performed the oath which 
he ſware in the eave of Engedi, hat HE would not cut 
of Saul's ſeed after him, to deſtroy his name out of his 


father's houſe 3 and the covenant he made with: Jona- 


than, to ſhew kindneſs to his poſterity, The men who 
were hanged were inconſiderable perſons, and they moſt 
likely had been actually concerned with Saul againſt 
the Gibeonites, in which caſe they met with the fate 
they deſerved ; but if they were innocent victims to 
publick juſtice, as they died for the good of their coun- 
try, Gop doubtleſs removed them to a better ſtate. 
When you are older I ſhall let you read a book “, in 
rhich you will find a full vindication of David's con- 
duct in this tranſaction, and ſatisfactory reaſons why: 
Cop required ſuch an expiation to be made; but let 
me now repeat to you, that in reſpect to all thoſe paſ- 
ſages of ſacred hiſtory which are o4/cure, we may be 
certain it is of no real importance to inveſtigate them ; 
for every part of ſcripture eſſentially neceſſary te be un- 
derſtecd, in order to obtain eternal happineſs, is ſo plainly 
expreſſed, that the meaneſt underſtanding may compre- 
bend it; though perſons who have leiſure and abili- 


* Chandler's Life of David. 
M 5 ties, 
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ties, are by no means forbidden to employ their re- 
ſearches in diſcovering what is difficult, provided they 
do not in the pride of human reaſon, diſpute the truth 


of Divine REVELTION, or ſay in their hearts © Gon 
is + unjuſt or unfaithful.” 


When the Gibeonites had received full ſatisfaction, 
and the famine ceaſed, David greatly rejoiced, and is] 
ſuppoſed to have written the followay *pſalm * on this] 


occaſion. 


2 waiteth fer thee, O Gov, in n 
#hee ſhall the wow be performed. 

O thou that hearcſt prayer, unto thee fall all tb 
come. 

Iniguities prevail againſt me: as for our uber lu, 
thou ſhalt purge them away. 

Bleſſed is the man whom thou chooſeft and cauſeſt to . 
proach unto thee, that he my dwell in thy courts : ave ſhall 
be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy 


Holy temple. 


By terrible things in righteouſneſs wilt thou anſwer ui, 
O God of our ſalvation:: who art the confidence of al 
the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off uf 
the /ea. 

Which by his ſtrength ſetteth 1 the mountains; being 


: girded with power. 


Which ftilleth the noiſe of the feas, the noiſe of their 
waves, and the tumult of the people. 

They alſo that davell in the uttermoſ# parts are afraid 
at thy tokens : thou makeſt the out-goings of the 1 


and evening to rejoice. 


+ Patrick's Comment: * Pſalm Ixv, 
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oi ll Thou wiſiteſt the 8 and watereſt it : thou greatly 
d they 2 7cheſt lt with the river of God which is full of aua- 
e truth WM tr: thou prepare/t them corn, when thou haſt /o provided 
© Gov „. 

Thou wwatereſt the ridges 9 abundantly : thou 
action, WI? tb furrows thereof: thou makeſt it f- ft awvith 


and ih ers, thou blefſeſt the ſpringing thereof. 
Thou crowneſs the year with thy goedne/e, and thy paihs 


on this] 
drop fatneſs. 
They drop upon the Gaftires of the 22 a aud the 
ud unts ele Pills rejoice on every fide. , 


| The paſtures are clothed with flocks'; the alli; Wee 
N71 Lia ed over with corn; they ſhout far jay, they. alfa 
ing. 
7 — 


Mon, In this Pſalm David acknowledges, that;praif is tad 
| to God from all mankind, but particularly. from thoſe - 
? 0 af- of $108, where the holy ſanctuary was; he obſerves that 
ve al they ſhould not be diſcouraged by their iniquity from ad- 
of thy drefling their petitions to the Lok p, ſince he had gra- 
ciouly pardoned the ſins of him and his people; He 
e, confeſtes the almighty. poweriof God, who is able to rule 
Cas BY ſtormy elements, and the. turbulent paſſions of the 
f. upen human mind, and to, ſhew forth his glory i in. remoteſt 
regions by the wonderful works of nature. David 
; being then expreſſes his gratitude for the late relief from fa- 
nine, acknowledging that the bounties of Harveſt are 
that BY gifts of Divine Providence, ſincę it: Mould be in 
vain for the huſbandman to purſue- the labours of the 
feld, unleſs the Loxp fent his bleſüng. on che land to 
give fertility to, it. 


afraid 
noyning 
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SE CT. XXXVL 


WARS wiTHj Tart PHILISTINES, 


OREOVER, the Philiſtines had yet 
war again with Iſrael, and David 
went down and his ſervants with him, and 


fought againſt the Philiſtines ; and David 


waxed faine. 

And Iſhbi-benob, which was of the ſons 
of the giant, (the weight of whoſe ſpear 
weighed three hundred ſhekels of braſs in 
weight) he being girded with a new wy 
thought to have ſlain David. 

But Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah ſuccoured 
him, and ſmote the Philiſtine, and killed 
him. Then the men of David ſware unto 
him, ſaying, Thou ſhalt go no more out 
with us to battle, that thou quench not the 
light of Iſrael. | 
And it came to paſs after this, that there 
was again a battle with the Philiſtines at 
Gob: then Sibbecai the Huſhathite flew 
Saph, which was of the ſons of the giant. 
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And there was again a battle in Gob with 
the Philiſtines, where Elhannan the ſon of 


Jaare-oregim, a Beth-lehemite, ſlew the bro- 


ther of Goliath the Gittite, the ſtaff of whole 
ſpear was like a weaver's beam. | 

And there was yet a battle in Gath, where 
was a man of great ſtature, that had on every 
hand ſix fingers, and on every foot fix toes, 
four and twenty in number; and he alſo was 
born to the giant. 

And when he defied Ieuel; 5 the 
ſon of Shimea the brother of David flew him. 

Theſe four were born to the giant in Gath, 
theſe four fell by the hand of David, and by 
the hands of his ſervants. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Though this account of the four ſucceſſive wars with 
the Philiſtines is expreſfed in very few words, there 
is reaſon to believe they laſted a conſiderable time. It 
is imagined that Abſalom's rebellion encouraged the 
Philiſtines to begin them. | 

They had at this time ſeveral men of extraordi- 
tary ſtature amongſt them, all it ſeems of the kindred 
of Goliath; and though they had experienced the little 
uſe of ſuch men in an army, yet they ſeem to have caſt 
their eyes on thoſe, now Ty themſelves, that by 

their 
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their help they might retrieve their honour, and take 


that the fame 
Almighty power that had enabled. this king, when an 
unexperienced youth, to defeat the gigantic champion 
of the Philiſtines, aſſiſted his valiant officers in deſtroy. 
ing the monſtrous deſcendants of this arrogant boaſter, 
who like him, confided in human firength and vain 
idols. | 

The people of Iſrael entertained ' a high degree of 
affection for their venerable king, and would not ſuf. 
fer him, as he was growing old and feeble, to riſk a 
life ſo valuable to them, in any future battle. 


revenge upon David; but you find, 


When theſe wars were happily ended, and*D avid: 


was in perfect peace both at home and abroad, he is 
thought to have publiſhed the following pſalm“: 


The LORD ig my rock and my fortreſs, and my deliverer; 
The Gop of my rech; in him will Tiruſt : he is my 

ſhield, and the horn of my ſalvation, my high tower, and 
my refuge, my ſaviour ; thou ſaveſt me from wviolance, 

I will*call on the Lok p, who is evorthy to be praiſed; 
fo ſhall I be ſaved from mine enemies. 

When the wares of death compaſſed me; the floods if 
ungodly men made me afraid. 

The forrows of hell compaſſed me about, 


death prevented Me. 


the ſnares if 


In my diſtreſs I called upon the Loe D, and cried to n 


God : 
cry did enter into his ears. 
Then the earth ſhook and trembled the en of 


heaven moved and frook, becauſe le was wroth, 


and he did hear my voice cut of his temple, and ny 


* 2 Sam. XXlle 2, &c. 
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| take There went up a ſmoke out H his noftrils,- and fire aut 
ſame if is mouth devoured : cd were kindled by it. | 
en an He braved the heavens alſo and came down; and —_ 
npion ei <vas under his feet. | 
{troy. Aud he rode upon a cherub, a did ts: and be WAFS: 
aſter, ſeen upon the wings of the wind. . b 
| vain And he made darkneſs pavilions round about him, dark 
waters, and thick clouds of the fhres. a 
ree of Through the - brightneſs before him were coals wed 515 
t ſuf. led. | 
riſk a The Lox D thundered from heaven, n the "ny High 
uttered his voice. 
David Aud he ſent out arrows and nnd them; lightning, 
he is Wi or diſcomfited them. | 
Aud the channels of the ſea appeared, the foundations of” 
the world were diſcovered, at the rebuting of the LoRD, 
"OA at the blaſt of the breath of his noſtrils, 


hs He ſent from above, he took. me; he drew me out of 
„ and. | 


many Waters. | 
55 He delivered me from my ſtrong enemy, and from how 
ziſed:; that hated me + for they were too ſtrong for me. 

They prevented me in the day of my calamity : but the 
LoD was my tay. 

He br ought me forth alſo into a large places he delivers 
ed me, becauſe he delighted in me. 

The Lok D rewarded me according to my rightecuſneſs + 
according to the cleanneſs of my hands hath he recompenſed 
me, . 

For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have 
net wickedly departed from my GOD, 

For all his judgments were before me 5. and as for his 
faatute:, I do not depart. from. them. | 
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' T1 was alſo upright before os , and have kept myſelf 
re mine iniquity. 

- Therefore the Lox D hath __—— me according un 
my righteouſneſs, according to my cleannęſi in his eye-fight, 

With the merciful thou wilt ſhew thyſelf merciful, and 
with the upright man thou wilt ſhew thyſelf upright. 

_ With the pure thou wilt fhew thyſelf pure, and with 

the froward thou wilt ſhew thyſelf unſavoury. 

And the afflifted people, thou wilt ſave: but thine eytt 
are upon the haughty, that thou mayeſt bring them doaon. 

For thou art my lamp, O Lord: and the Lox will 
lighten my darkneſs. 

For by thee I have run through a troop: by my God 
have I leaped over a wall. 

As for Gop, his way is perfect; the word of tht 
Lok p is tried, he is a buckler to all them that truſt in hin, 

For who is Gor, /ave the Lox D? and who is a ro, 
fave our Gon? 

God i, my ſtrength * power : and he maketh my way 
perfed. 

He maketh my feet like hinds feet : 
my high places. 


and ſetteth me upon 


He teacheth my hands to wwar : ſo that a bow off feel is 


broken by mine arms. 

T hou haſt alſo given me the ſhield of thy ſalvatim: 
and thy gentleneſs hath made me great. 

Thou haſt enlarged my fleps under me : fa that my fett 
did not ſlip, | 

1 have purſued mine enemies, and deſtnayed them : aud 
turned not again till I had conſumed them. 
And ] hawe conſumed them, and wounded them, that 


they could not ariſe : yea, they are fallen under my feet. 
; . Fer 
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Fir thou haſt girded me with ſtrength to battle: them 
tlat roſe up againſt me, haſt thou ſubdued under me. 

Thou haſt alſo given me the necks of mine enemies, that 
I might deſtroy them that hate me. 

They looked, but there was none to ſave; even unto the 
LokD, but he anſwered them not. 

Then did Beat them as ſmall as the duſt of the earth, 


I did ſtamp them as the mire of the fireet, and did ſpread 


them abroad. 

Thou alſo haſt delivered me from the firivings of my 
people, thou haſt kept me to be head of the heathen : a peo- 
ple which I knew not, ſhall ſerve me. 

Strangers ſhall ſubmit themſelves unto me : as ſoon as 
they hear, they ſhall be obedient unto me. 

Strangers ſhall fade away, and they * be afraid out 
bf their cloſe places. 

The Loxp liveth, and blefſed be my rock, and exalted 
be the Gop of the rock of my ſalvation. 


{t is Go that avengeth me, and that bringeth down 


the people under me, 
And that bringeth me forth FA mine enemies: thou 
alſo haſt lifted me up on high above them that roſe up 
againſt me thou haſt delivered me from the violent man. 
Therefore, I avill give thanks unto, thee, O Lok p, 
among the heathen, and I will fing praiſes unto thy name. 
He is the tower of ſalvation for his king; and ſheweth 
mercy to his anointed, unto David, and to his ſeed for 
wer more, 
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SECT. XXXVII. 


DAVID xvuugERETH THE PEOPLE A PESTI. 
| LENCE ENSsUES. 


N D Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and 
provoked David to number Iſrael, 
And David faid to Joab, and to the rulers 
of the people, Go, number Iſrael from Beer- 
ſheba even to Dan; and bring the number 
of them to me, that I may know it. 

And Joab anſwered, The Lok D make his 
people an hundred times ſo many more as 
they be: but my lord the King, are they not 
all my lord's ſervants? why then doth my 


lord require this thing? why will he be a 


cauſe of treſpaſs to Iſrael. 

Nevertheleſs, the king's word prevailed 
againſt Joab: wherefore Joab departed, and 
went throughout all nel. and came to je- 
ruſalem. 

And Joab gave the ſum of the number of 


the W unto David. And all they of 
Iſrael 
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Iſrael were a thouſand thouſand and an hun- 


dred thouſand men that drew ſword : and 


judah was four hundred threeſcore and ten 
thouſand men that drew ſword. 

But Levi and Benjamin counted he not 
among them: for the king's word was abo- 
minable to Joab. 

And Gop was diſpleaſed with this thing, 
therefore he ſmote Iſrael. 

And David ſaid unto God, I have Gnned 


greatly, becauſe ] have done this thing: but 


now, I beſeech thee, do away the iniquity of 
thy ſervant, for I have done very fogliſhly, . 
And the Loxp ſpake unto Gad, David' $ 
ſeer, ſaying, 
Go and tell David, ſaying, Thus faich chi 


Lord, I offer thee three things; chooſe : thee 


one of them that I may: do it unto thee. 

So Gad came to David, and ſaid unto him, 
Thus ſaith the Lorp, Chooſe thee, 

Either three years famine, or three months 
to be deſtroyed before thy foes, (while that 
the ſword of thy enemies overtake thee), or 
lie three days the ſword of the Logrp, even 
the peſtilence in the land, and the angel 
of the LoRp deſtroying throughout all the 


coalt of Iſrael: now therefore adyiſe thyſelf, 
what 
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what word I ſhall bring again to him that 
ſent me. | 

And David ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great 
ſtrait : let me fall now into the hand of the 
Lond, (for very great are his mercies) but 
let me not fall into the hand of man. 

So the Loxp ſent peſtilence upon Iſrael: 
and there fell of Iſrael ſeventy thouſand men, 

And Gop ſent an angel unto Jeruſalem to 
deſtroy it: and as he was deſtroying, the 
Lord beheld, and he repented him of the 
evil, and ſaid to the angel that deſtroyed, It 
is enough, ſtay now thine hand. And the 
angel of the Loxp ſtood by the threſhing- 
floor of Ornan the Jebuſite. 

And David lift up his eyes, and ſaw the 
angel of the Loxp ſtand between the earth 
and the heaven, having a drawn ſword in 
his hand ſtretched out over Jeruſalem : then 
David and the elders of Iſrael, who were 
clothed in ſackcloth, fell upon their faces. 

And David ſaid unto Go, Is it not I that 
commanded the people to be numbered! 
even J it is that have ſinned and done evil 
indeed; but as for theſe ſheep, what have 
they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, 0 


Lonp my Go, be on me, and on my fa- 
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ORNAN'S THRESHING-FLOOR. 


ther's houſe, but not on thy people that they 
hould be plagued. 

Then the angel of the Loxp commanded 
Cad to ſay to David, that David ſhould go 
up and ſet up an altar unto the Lox, in the 
threſhing-floor of Ornan the Jebuſite, 
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And David went up at the ſaying of Gad, 


which he ſpake in the name of the Loxp. 
And Ornan turned back, and ſaw the 

angel; and his four ſons with him hid them- 

ſelves, Now Ornan was threſhing wheat. 
And as David came to Ornan, Ornan 


, 
4 


looked and ſaw David, and went out of the 


threſhing-floor, and bowed himſelf to David 


with his face to the ground. 


Then David ſaid to Ornan, Grant me the 


place of this threſhing-floor, that I may 
build an altar therein unto the Loxp, thou 
ſhalt grant it me for the full price, that the 
plague may be ſtayed from the people. 

And Ornan ſaid unto David, Take it to 
thee, and let my lord the king do that which 
ls good in his eyes: lo, I give thee the oxen 


alſo for burnt-offerings, and the threſhing- 


inſtruments for wood, and the wheat for the 
meat-offerings, I give it all, 
And 
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And king David ſaid to Ornan, Nay, but 
I will verily buy it for the full price: for! 
will not take that which is thine for the 
| Lox, nor offer burnt-offerings without coſt, 

So David gave to Ornan for the place, fix 
hundred ſhekels of gold by weight. 

And David built there an altar unto the 
Lox, and offered burnt-offerings and peace- 
offerings, and called upon the Lox, and he 
anſwered him from heaven by fire upon the 
altar of burnt-offering. 

And the Loxp commanded the angel, and 
he put up his ſword again into the ſheath 
thereof. 

At that time, when David ſaw that the Lozo 
had anſwered him in the threſhing-floor of 
Ornan the Jebuſite, then he ſacrificed there. 

For the tabernacle of the Loxp which Mo- 
ſes made in the wilderneſs, and the altar of 
the burnt-offering were at that ſeaſon in the 
high place at G1beon. 

But David could not go before it to en- 
quire of God ; for he was afraid, becauſe of 
the fword of the angel of the Lozp. 

Then David ſaid, This is the houſe of the 
Loxp Gop, and this is the altar of burnt- 
offering for Iſrael, 
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NATIONAL PUNISHMENTS, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The ſection you have been reading, my dear, con- 
gains a moſt melancholy relation, and great difficulties 
attend the explanation of it. The ſin which David 
committed, was a breach of that law of Moſes, which 


you formerly read. * It is ſuppoſed that in the 


rice of his heart he numbered the people, and 
that the Iſraelites wil/ully neglefed to pay the tribute 
which the Lok p enjoined as an acknowledgment that 
their lives, which. were juſtly forfeited to him by their 
= were redeemed by his mercy. 

Ve will not dwell much on this paſſage, as I thiuk 
"a is no danger of our being guilty of the ſame 
crime; and ſhould we fail in our endeavours to under- 
ſand it, we may be tempted to entertain unworthy no- 
tions of the Supreme Being. We may be ſure it was 
a preſamptuous fin, and that David's conſcience accuſed 
him of having wv/fully committed it. I think we may 
lIxewiſe conclude, from the nature of the puniſhments 


propoſed, that the Iſraelites were partakers in the of- 


tence ; for peſtilence, war, and famine, were appointed 
by the ALM1GHnTy for the chaſtiſement of zational fins ; 
and what can be more likely to awaken the conſciences 
of a people who are forgetful of their duty to Gov, 
than a ſudden calamity which ſweeps off thouſands in 
a day ? 

t is impoſſible to deſcribe or even to imagine the 
horror of ſuch a ſcene; and I hope, my dear, ſuch a 
Creadful judgment will never fall upon this land in 
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in Gop for protection. In this world, good perſons 
are ſafe under his fagorw, as the pſalmiſt expreſſes it; And 
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your days; but if the increaſing impiety of the nation 
ſhould provoke the Lord to afflict us with peſtilence, 
you may learn from David's example, to humble your. 
ſelf before Gop, with fincere reſolutions of obeying 
his holy will, and then you may hope to be preſerved az 
he was, through divine mercy. | 

Then you need * not be afraid for the terror by night; 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the peſtilence 
that walketh in darkneſs ; nor for the deſtruction that) 
evaſteth at noon day: a thouſand ſhall fall beſide thee] 
aud ten thouſand at thy right hand, but it ſhall not cone 
near thee. Thou ſhalt abide under the ſhadow of the Al. 
mighty, and he ſhall deliver thee.” 

It is a happy thing to reflect, that in all dangers, A of 
how great ſoever, thoſe who are religious may confide 


but if it is the divine pleaſure, to permit them to fall 


amongſt ſinners in a time of publick calamity, it is but 


to remove them into the /un/bine of his GLORIOUS PRt- 
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gether the ſtrangers that were in the 

land of Iſrael; and he ſet maſons to hew 

rrought ſtones to build the houſe of Gop. 
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Tes it; And David prepared iron in abundance 
to fall Nor the nails for the doors of the gates, and 
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or the joinings; and braſs in abundance 
s PRE- 


ithout weight: 

Alſo cedar-trees in abundance ; for the 
idonians, and they of Tyre, brought much 
edar wood to David. 

And David ſaid, Solomon my fon is young 
nd tender, and the houſe that is to be build- 
( for the Lokb, muſt be exceeding mag- 
tical, of fame and of glory throughout all 
puntries : I will therefore now make prepa- 
tion for it. So David prepared abundantly 
ore his death, = 
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185 and he ſhall be my ſon, and I will be his fi. 
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Then he called for Solomon his ſon, and 
charged him to build an houſe for the Lozy 
Gop of Iſrael. 


ing Iſr. 
the Lo 


The 
And David ſaid to Solomon, My fon, a beed et 
for me, it was in my mind to build an houſe Mich 


unto the name of the LoxD my Gop: cerning 
But the word of the Lord came to me, rage; « 
ſaying, Thou haſt ſhed blood abundantly, Wl Now 
and haſt made great wars: thou ſhalt not pared fi 
build an houſe unto my name, becauſe ¶chouſan 
thou haſt ſhed much blood upon the earth nouſan 
in my ſight. iron wi 

Behold, a ſon ſhall be born to thee, who Dance - 
ſhall be a man of reſt; and I will give him pared ; 
reſt from all his enemies round about: for More 
his name ſhall be Solomon, and I vill bun 
give peace and quietneſs unto Iſrael in hund tim 
dans. lor ever 

He ſhall build an houſe for my name; of tn. 


he iron 


ther; and I will eſtabliſh the throne of his 
kingdom over Iſrael for ever. 
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proſper thou, and build the houſe of ur A 
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ing Iſrael, that thou mayelt keep the law of 
the Loxd thy Goo. 

Then ſhalt thou proſper, if 10 takeſt 
heed to fulfil the ſtatutes and judgments 
which the Loxp charged Moſes with con- 
cerning Iſrael. Be ſtrong and of good cou- 
age; dread not nor be diſmayed. 

Now behold, in my trouble I have pre- 
pared for the houſe of the Loxp an hundred 
thouſand talents of gold, and a thouſand 
thouſand talents of ſilver; and of braſs and 
ron without weight: for it is in abun- 
dance : timber alſo and ſtone have I pre- 
pared; and thou mayeſt add thereto. 

Moreover, there are workmen with thee. 
in abundance, hewers, and workers of ſtone 
and timber, and all manner of cunning men 
lor every manner of work. 

Of the gold, the ſilver, and the brats, and 
he iron there is no number. Ariſe there- 
fore, and be doing, and the Lord be with 
thee, 5; | 
David alſo commanded all the princes of 
Irael to help Solomon his ſon, faying, 

s not the LoxD your Gon with you? and 
math he not given you reſt on every ſide? 
lor he hath given the inhabitants of the land 

5 into 
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into mine hand; and the land is ſubdued he. lee fun 

fore the Lorp, and before his people. to a mu 

Now ſet your heart and your ſoul to ſeek 2 

a tie Eup 

the Loxp your Gop : ariſe therefore, and I bound 

build ye the ſanctuary of the Lord Gov, hee the 

bring the ark of the covenant of the Loxy, Mb im 

and the holy veſſels of Gop, into the houſe lis kin, 

that is to be built to the name of the Logo, 7 

: . 0 rde 

| | habitant 

ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. Cities wi 

| plied the 

ou read my dear, in the laſt Section, that Dad bince 

purchaſed the  threſhing-floor of Ornan for a con- Hef iiches 

ſiderable ſum of money, and that he determined le becan 

build the Temple on that ſpot; he received inſtructin Mund Elat 

concerning the form of the Temple and its furniture, in Mer twent 

the ſame manner as Moſes did in reſpect to the Taber- trade to 

nacle ; by this means he was enabled to direct all the Nord; e 

neceſſary preparations. You find he had collected to- Nicles, fu 

— gether immenſe treaſures for this holy purpoſe. Gold ſnd 6ilve: 
it and ſilver abounded in thoſe days much more than at So you 
| | preſent, for many mines have been entirely exhauſted, Noſſeſſing 
| He had been victorious in above twenty battles with Wis diſpo! 
| the richeſt enemies in the world, many of whom hal f employ 
{1} ſhields of gold, their weapons were at leaſt ornamented Wie world 
| | with that metal, and even their camels necks were Wins of 
| 1 adorned with golden chains: they alſo carried idols of ſin and | 
| | gold and filver with them; therefore we may ealily . - 


conceive, that the perſonal ſpoils which David took 


trom his enemies, muſt have amounted to an incredi- 
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ble ſum, and in all probability, the ſpoils of their cities 
to a much greater, 

Edom, all the Arabias and Syrias on both ſides of 
the Euphrates, and the Paleſtine coaſt (which countries 
bounded with mines) were tributary to him; there- 
fore the tribute that was annually paid to him muſt have 
been immenſe. David likewiſe brought great wealth to 
his kingdom, by trading with other nations; for his 
country was well cultivated, the produce of the land 
of Iſrael being much more than ſufficient for its in- 
abirants 3 neither could they conſume all the commo- 
ties with which their numerous flocks and herds ſup- 
plied them, 

Since * his conqueſt of Edom he had another ſource 
of 11ches; for by reducing that country to a province, 
he became maſter of two ſea-port towns on the Red Sea, 
and Elath, Eſion- geber; from whence he carried on 
for twenty-five years before his death,” a very profitable 
trade to Ophir and Tarſhiſh in the eaſtern part of the 
world ; each of theſe. places, among other valuable ar. 
ticles, furniſhed David with great quantities of gold 
nd filver, 

So you ſee, my dear, it is eaſy to account for David's 
poſſeſſing ſuch amazing riches ; and from the piety of 
bis diſpoſition we may conclude, that he was deſirous 
If employing them in ſuch a manner as might ſhew to 
he world, that he acknowledged God as the ſupreme 
us of Iſrael, and conſidered himſelf only as the cap- 
in Land ſhepherd of the Loxp's * 
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DAVID BEING ory, ADONIJAH «1s Sox 
CAUSETH HIMSELF TO BE PROCLAIMED KING= 
SOLOMON, BY DAVID's APPOINTMENT, 15 
ANOINTED—SOLOMON s PARETR The Lips or 


ADONIJAH. 


A* ND king David was old and ſtricken 
in years; then Adonijah exalted him. 


ſelf, ſaying, I will be king: and he prepared 


him chariots and horſemen, and fifty men to 
run before him. | 

And his father had not diſpleaſed him 4 
any time, in ſaying, Why haſt thou done oi 
and he alſo was a very goodly man ; and his 
mother bare him after Abſalom. 

And he conferred with Joab the ſon of 
Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the prieſt : and 


| they following Adonijah, helped him. 


But Zadok the prieſt, and Benaiah the fol 
of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and 
Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men which 


belonged to David, went not with Adonjal. 
And 
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And Adonijah flew ſheep and oxen and 
at cattle, by the ſtone of Zoheleth, which is 
by En-rogel, and called all his brethren the 
king's ſons, and all the men of Judah the 
king's ſervants. 

But Nathan the prophet, ali Benaiah, 
and the mighty men, and Solomon his bro- 
ther he called not. 

L1zs Bi Wherefore Nathan ſpake unto Bath-ſheba 
the mother of Solomon, ſaying, Haſt thou 
not heard that Adonijah the fon of Haggith 

tricken Ml doth reign, and David our lord knoweth 

d him-·¶ it not? | 

epareii Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, 

men toil vive thee counſel, that thou mayeſt ſave 

dine own life, and the life of thy ſon So- 
him at lomon, 

"ne (0:08 Go, and get thee in unto king David, and 
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and his fay unto him, Didſt not thou, my lord, O 


king, ſwear unto thine handmaid, ſaying, 
ſon ol Affuredly, Solomon thy fon ſhall reign after 
t: ana me, and he ſhall fit upon my throne ? why 
| then doth Adonijah reign ? 
the {on Behold, while thou yet talkeſt there with 
et, and the king, I will alſa come in after thee, and 
which confirm thy words. 
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And Bath-ſheba went in unto the king, 
into the chamber; and the king was very 
old. 

And Bath-ſheba bowed, and did obeiſance 
unto the king: and the king ſaid, What 
wouldſt thou? | 

And ſhe ſaid unto him, My lord, thou 


ſwareſt by the Lox p thy Gop unto thine 


handmaid, ſaying, Aſſuredly Solomon thy 
fon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon 
my throne : 

And now, behold, Adoviiah reigneth; 
and now my lord the king, thou knowel 
it not. 

And he hath ſlain oxen, and fat cattle, 


and ſheep in abundance, and hath called al 


the ſons of the king, and Abiathar the prieſt, 
and Joab the captain of the hoſt: but Solo- 
mon thy ſervant hath he not called. 

And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of 
all Iſrael are upon thee, that thou ſhouldſt 
tell them who ſhall fit on the throne of my 
lord the king after him. 

Otherwiſe it ſhall come to paſs, when my 
lord the king ſhall ſleep with his fathers, 
that I and my ſon Solomon ſhall be counted 
offenders, 
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> king, Ml And lo, while ſhe yet talked with the king, 
is very Nathan the prophet alſo came in. 
And they told the king, ſaying, Behold, 

eiſance Nathan the prophet. * when he was 

What come in before the king, he bowed himſelf 

before the king with his 9. — to the ground. 

thou And Nathan ſaid, My lord, O king, haſt 
thine WMW:1ou ſaid, Adonijah ſhall reign after me, and 
n thy Hue ſhall fit upon my throne ? : 

t upon Wl For he is gone down this day, and hath 


lain oxen, and fat cattle, and ſheep in abun- 
eth; Maance, and hath called all the king's ſons, 
10well and the captains of the hoſt, and Ab 8 
the prieſt ; and behold, they eat and drink 
cattle, before him, and ay, GoD fave king Ado- | 
ed all Wriah. 
Prieſt, But me, even thy ſervant, and Zadok 
Solo- tic prieſt, and Benaiah the ſon of chojada, 
ind thy ſervant Solomon bath he not 
yes ol. Healed. | 
uldit WY 1; this thing. done by. my lord ML 13 
f my end thou haſt not ſhewed it unto thy for- 
vant, who ſhould fit on the throze of my 
n my lord the king after him. | 
hers, Then king David anſwered and ſaid, Call | 
inted ne Bath-ſheba: and ſhe came into the king 8. 
preſence, and. ſtood before the King. : 
Be. ESE And 
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the prophet, anoint kim there king ober 
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And the king ſware, and ſaid, As the 
Lonp liveth, that hath redeemed my foul 
out of all diſtreſs, 

Even as I ſware unto thee by the Lon 
Gop of Iſrael, ſaying, Aſſuredly Solomon 
thy ſon ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall ſi 
upon my throne in my ſtead ; even ſo will! 
certainly do this day. 

Then Bath-ſheba bowed with her face to 
the earth, and did reverence to the king, 
and ſaid, Let my lord king David live for 
ever. 

And king David 1 Call me Zadok the 
prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah 
the ſon of Jehoiada. And they came before 
the king. | 
The king alſo ſaid unto them, Take with 
vou the ſervants of your lord, and cauſe So- 
lomon my ſon to ride upon mine own mule, 
and bring him down to Gihon. 

And let Zadok the prieſt, and Natha 


Iſrael: and blow ye with the trumpet, and 
ſay, God ſave king Solomon. 
Then ye ſhall come up after him, that he 
may come and fit upon my throne ; for he 
ſhall be — in my ſtead: and I have ap- 
pointed 


8 


pointe: 
Judah 
Anc 
the k1 
of my 
AS 
king, 
his th 
lord k 
80 
phet, 
the ( 
down 
Davie 


2 


As the 
y foul 


Lon 
lomon 
hall fit 
) will I 


face to 
king, 


ve for 


ok the 
enalah 


before 


de with 
fe So- 
mule, 


Nathan 
/ over 
et, and 


hat he 
for he 
ve ap- 
ointed 


SOLOMON ANOINTED. 275 


pointed him to be ruler over r LHrael, and over 
Judah. 

And Benaiah the ſon of Tehoiada anſwered 
the king, and ſaid, Amen: the Lokb S0D- 
of my lord the king ſay ſo too. 

As the LoRD hath been with my lord the 
king, even ſo be he with Solomon, and make 
his throne greater than the throne of my 
lord king David. f 

So Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the pro- 
phet, and Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and 
the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went 
down, and cauſed Solomon to ride upon king 
David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. 

And Zadok the prieſt took an horn of” 
oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed So- 
lomon : and they blew the trumpet, and all 
the people ſaid, Gop fave king Solomon. 

And all the people came up after him, 


and the people piped with pipes, and re- 


joiced with great joy, ſo that the catth. rent 
with. the ſound of them. 

And Adonijah and all the gueſts that were 
with him, heard it as they had made. an 
end of eating: and when Joab heard the 
found of the trumpet, he ſaid, wherefore is 
this noiſe of the city, being in an uproar? 

MN 6 And 


276 ADONIJAH DISCONCERTED.. 


And while he yet ſpake, behold, Jonathan 
the ſon of Abiathar the prieſt came, and 
Adonyah ſaid unto. him, Come in, for thou 
art a, valiant man, and bringeſt good tidings, 

And Jonathan anſwered and ſaid to Ado- 
nijah, Verily our lord king David hath made 
Solomon king. 

And the king hath ſent with him Zadok 
the prieſt, and Nathan the prophet, and 
Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and the Chere- 
thites, and. the Pelethites, and they have 
cauſed him to ride upon the king's mule. 
And Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan the 
prophet have anointed him king in Gihon: 
and they are come up from chewed rejoicing, 
To that the city rang again: this is the noiſe 
that ye have heard. | 

And alſo Solomon ſitteth on the throne of 
the kingdom. | 

And moreover, the king's ſervants came 
to bleſs our lord king David, ſaying, Go 
make the name of Solomon better than thy 
name, and make his throne greater than thy 
throne : and the king bowed himſelf upon 
the bed. 

And alſo thus ſaid the king, Bleſſed be 
che Lonp Gop of Iſrael, which hath given 
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one to ſit on my throne this day, mine eyes 
even ſeeing it. ö | 

And all the gueſts that were with Adoni- 
jah, were afraid, and roſe up, and went every 
man his way. 

And Agog feared becauſe of Solomon, 
and aroſe, and went, and caught hold on the 
horns of clin altar. 

And it was told Solomon, ſaying, Behold, 
Adonijah feareth king Solomon : for lo, he 
hath caught hold on the horns of the altar, 
ſaying, Let king Solomon ſwear unto me to 
day, that he will not ſlay his ſervant with 
the ſword. 

And Solomon faid, If he will ſhew himſelf 
2 worthy man, there ſhall not an hair of him 
fall to the earth: but if wickedneſs ſhall be 
found in him, he ſhall die. 

So king Solomon ſent, and they brought 
him down from the altar; and he came and 
bowed himſelf to king Solomon: and Solo- 
mon ſaid unto him, Go to thine houſe. 


258 DAVID'S OATH. 
ANNOTATIONS p REFLECTIONS. 


Solomon was a much younger man than Adonijah, 
who after Abſalom's death was the eldeſt, and there. 
fore aceording to the uſual cuſtom of other nations, 
he was heir to the crown; but as“ Gop himſelf had 
been the only king of the Iſraelites till Samuel's days, 
ſo when at the people's defire the form of government 
was altered, the Logp ſtill reſerved to himſelf the 
right of nominating the ſucceſſor, when the throne be- 
came vacant, as you may read in the law of Moſes; 
« When + thou art come into the land, which the Lox 
thy Gop giveth thee, and fhalt fay I will ſet a king over 
me, thou ſhalt by all means make him king whom tht 
Lorp Hall chuſe; fo that when Gop had declared 
his appointment of Solomon (as he did by the prophet 
Nathan) David was not at liberty ta make choice of 
any other; but we may ſuppoſe that all his ſons were 
jealous of this preference given to a younger brother, 
which made them ſo ready to join with Adonijah. 

At what time David ſware to Bathſheba that Solo- 
mon ſhould fit on his throne, is uncertain ; but moi 
likely on Nathan's being ſent to give Solomon a name, 
which denoted his being beloved of the Lorn, Da- 
vid gave his mother a ſolemn promiſe, that ſince Gov 
had ſo manifeſtly declared in favour of this child, he 
would for his part, do the utmoſt in his power to fa- 
cilitate his ſucceſſion. 

Adonijah was ſtruck with conſternation. when he 
heard, that Solomon by David's command was declared. 


* 


* Stackhouſe on the Bible. + Deut, xvii. 24, 15+ 
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NATHANS FIDELITY. 259 
king, and that the people received him with ſhouts of 
approbation. All his ambitious views were in an in- 
tant fruſtrated, and he found that it was in vain to 
oppoſe the will of the Lok p, though he had prevailed 
on ſoab the general of the forces, and Abiathar the 
high-prieſt, to eſpouſe his cauſe. How it came to paſs 
that they proceeded in ſuch an important affair with- 
out the knowledge of David, is not related ; but from 
the circumitance of David's giving Zadok the prefer- 
ence on a former occaſion, we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that Abiathar had been irregular in the adminiſtration 
of his office. As for Joab, he frequently treated his 
ſovereign with the utmoſt diſreſpect, and therefore his 
conduct is the leſs to be wondered at. 

Nathan, Zadok, and Benaiah were known to Adoni- 
jah as true and faithful ſubjects to king David, and 
for that reaſon they were excluded from the general 
invitation; and we may be ſure, if they had been in- 
vited, they would have refuſed to go; therefore you 
maſt not ſuppoſe that Nathan's diſpleaſure towards 
Adonijah aroſe from this circumſtance of negle&, but 
that he mentioned it, as a proof to the king, that his 
fidelity, as well as that of Zadok and Benaiah, were 
too publickly known for any one to attempt perverting 
them; and to convince their good old monarch, that 
there were ſtill ſome perſons of conſequence ready to 
maintain the right of him whom God had choſen, 

Adonijah fled to the altar, ſuppoſing that veneration 
for that ſacred place would prevent his being put to 
death; his ſcheme ſucceeded, and finding there was 
no other way of ſaving his life, he paid obeiſance to his 
lawful ſovereign, and withdrew his claim to the crown. 


280 ADONIJAH'S INGRATITUDE. 


It muſt doubtleſs have given great affliction to Da. 
vid in his latter days, to meet with ſuch unkindne/ 


and ingratitude from a darling ſon, whom he had ever 


treated with the utmoſt degree of tenderneſs and in. 
dulgence ; but he uttered no murmurs or complaints, 
for he ſaw the hand of the Loxp ſtill chaſtiſing him, 
in order that his penitence might continue to the laſt; 
and that the world might know from. his example, 
what puniſhments the Lok p has appointed for ſuch 
crimes as David committed, and the behaviour which 
Gop requires from offenders againſt his holy laws, 
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DAVID MAKETH PREPARATIONS FOR BUILNING 
THE TEMPLE—CommanDdeEra SOLOMON TO 
BUILD IT—ANnD CHARGETH THE PRINCES TO 


a3515T His SON, 


ND David aſſembled all the princes 
of Iſrael, the princes of the tribes, and 
the captains of the companies that miniſtered 
to the king by courſe, and the captains 
over the thouſands, and captains over the 
hundreds, and the ſtewards over all the ſub- 
ſtance and poſſeſſion of the king, and of his 
ſons, with the officers, and with the mighty 
men, and with all the valiant men unto Je- 
ruſalem. | 
Then David the king ſtood up upon his 
leet, and ſaid, Hear me, my brethren, and 
my people, As for me, I had in mine heart 
to build an houſe of reſt for the ark of the 
covenant of the LoRD, and for the footſtool 
of our Gop, and had made ready for the 
building ; 
But 
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But Gop ſaid unto me, Thou ſhalt not 
build an houſe for my name, becauſe thou 
haſt been a man of war, and haſt ſhed blood, 

Howbeit, the Loxp Gop of Iſrael choſe 
me before all the houſe of my father, to be 
king over Iſrael for ever. For he hath 
choſen Judah to be the ruler; and of the 
houſe of Judah, the houſe of my father ; and 
among the ſons of my father, he liked me to 


make me king over all Iſrael: 


And of all my ſons, (for the Loxp hath 
given me many ſons,) he hath choſen Solo- 
mon my ſon to fit upon the throne of the 
kingdom of the Lord over Iſrael. 

And he ſaid unto me, Solomon thy ſon, 
he ſhall build my houſe and my courts: for 
I have choſen him to be my fon, and I will 


be his father. : 


Moreover, I will eſtabliſh his kingdom for 
ever, if he be conſtant to do my command- 
ments and my judgments, as at this day. 

Now therefore in the ſight of all Iſrael the 
congregation of the Lok, and in the audi- 
ence of our Gop, keep and ſeek for all the 


commandments of the Loxn your Gon: 


that ye may poſſeſs this good land, and leave 
it 
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CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 283 


t for an inheritance for your children after 
you for ever, 

And thou, Solomon my ſon, know thou 
the Gop of thy father, and ſerve him with a 
perfect heart and with a willing mind. For 
the LoRD ſearcheth all hearts, and under- 
of the MI ſtandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: 
; and ik thou ſeek him he will be found of thee ; 
me to but if thou forſake him, he will caft thee off 

for ever. 
hath Take heed now: for the Loxp hath cho- 
Solo- ſen thee to build an houſe for the ſanctuary: 
t che de ſtrong, and do it. 
Then David gave to Solomon his ſon, the 
ſon, pattern of all that he had by the Spirit of the 
for | Loxp, And he gave of gold by weight, 
will. and of filver alſo by weight, for all inſtru- 
ments of every kind of ſervice. 

All this, ſaid David, the Logp made me 
underſtand in writing by his hand upon me, 
even all the works of this pattern. 

And David ſaid to Solomon his ſon, Be 
ſtrong and of good courage, and do it: fear 
not, nor be diſmayed : for the LORD Gop, 
even my Gon, will be with thee; he will not 
fail thee, nor n thee, until thou haſt 

finiſhed 


284 CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE. 


WP. 

ſiniſhed all the work for the ſervice of the ] have g 
houſe of the Lorp: | aud abo 
And behold, the courſes of the prieſts and holy ho! 


the Levites, even they ſhall be with thee for Even 
all the ſervice of the houſe of Gop: and the gol: 
there ſhall be with thee for all manner of 
workmanſhip every willing ſkilful man, for 


lents of 
the hou! 


any manner of ſervice: alſo the princes and The; 
all the people will be wholly at thy com- Wl for thin 
mandment, work tc 
Furthermore David the king ſaid unto all NM And wi 
the congregation, Solomon my ſon, whom ſervice 
alone Gop hath choſen, is yet young and Ther 
tender, and the work is great; for the palace Hof the 
is not for man, but for the Lox D Gop. thouſar 
Now I have prepared with all my might over th 
for the houſe of my Gop, the gold for things And 


to be made of gold, and the filver for things 
of ſilver, and the braſs for things of braſs, 
the iron for things of iron, and wood for 
things of wood : onyx-ſtones, and ſtones to 
be ſet, gliſtering ſtones, and of divers co- 
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lours, and all manner of precious ſtones, and Ang 
marble-ſtones in abundance. found, 

Moreover, becauſe I have ſet my affec- of the 
tion to the houſe of my Gop, I have of mine Gerſhq 


on proper good, of gold and ſilver, which 
I have 
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| have given to the houſe of my God, over 
and above all that I have prepared for the 
holy houſe. 

Even three thouſand talents of gold of 
the gold of Ophir, and ſeven thouſand ta- 
lents of refined ſilver to overlay the walls of 
the houſes withal: 

The gold for things of gold, and the ſilver 
for things of filver; and for all manner of 
work to be made by the hands of artificers. 
And who then is willing to conſecrate his 
ſervice this day unto the Loap. 

Then the chief of the fathers and princes 
of the tribes of Iſrael, and the captains of 
thouſands and of hundreds, with the rulers 
over the king's work, offered willingly. 

And gave for the ſervice of the houſe of 
Gov, of gold, five thouſand talents and ten 
thouſand drams; and of ſilver, ten thouſand 
talents; and of braſs eighteen thouſand ta- 


lents: and one hundred thouſand talents of 
Iron. 


And they with whom precious ſtones were 


found, gave them to the treaſure of the houſe 


o the Lorp, by the hand of Jahiel the 
verſhonite, 


Then 


236 THE LORD PRAISED. 


Then the people rejoiced for that they of. 
fered willingly, becauſe with perfect heart 
they offered willingly to the Loxp : and Da- 
vid the king alſo rejoiced with great joy. 

Wherefore David bleſſed the Lord before 
all the congregation: and David ſaid, Bleſſed 
be thou, Loxp Gop of lirae] our father, for 
ever and ever. 

Thine, O Lox, is the greatneſs, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majeſty ; for all that is in the heaven and 
in the earth is thine; thine 1s the kingdom, 
O Lord, and thou art exalted as head 
above all. 

Both riches and honour come of thee, and 
thou reigneſt over all; and in thine hand is 
power and might; and in thine hand it is to 
make great, and to give ſtrength unto all. 

Now therefore, our Gop, we thank thee, 
and praiſe thy glorious name. 

But who am I, and what is my people, that 
we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after 
this ſort? for all things come of thee, and of 
thine own have we given thee. 

For we are ſtrangers before thee, and ſo- 
zourners, as were all our fathers ; our dajs 
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PRAYER FOR SOLOMON. 287 


on the earth are as a ſhadow, and there is 


none abiding. 

O Loxp our Gob, all this ſtore that we 
have prepared to build thee an houſe for 
thine holy name, cometh of thine hand, and 
is all thine own. - 

I know alſo, my Gop, that thou trieſt the 
heart, and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. As 
for me, in the uprightneſs of mine heart I 
have willingly offered all theſe things: and 
now have I ſeen with joy thy people which 
are preſent here to offer willingly uato thee. 

O Loxd Gop of Abraham, Iſaac, and of 
Iſrael our fathers, keep this for ever in the 
imagination of the thoughts of the heart of 
thy people, and prepare their heart unto 
thee : 

And give unto Solomon my ſon a perfect 
heart to keep thy commandments, thy teſ- 
timonies, and thy ſtatutes, and to do all theſe 
things, and to build the palace for the which 
I have made proviſion. 

And David ſaid to all the congregation, 
Now bleſs the Loxp your Gop. And the 


king and all the congregation bleſſed the 
Lord Gop of their fathers, and bowed down 
cheir heads, and worſhipped the Lokp.) 


And 


283 SOLOMON'S MAGNIFICENCE, AP 
And they ſacrificed ſacrifices unto the IIa voter 
.Loxp, and offered burnt-offerings unto the Mc to cl: 
Loxd' on the morrow after that day, even 2 Y 
thouſand bullocks, a thouſand rams, and 1 3 
thouſand lambs, with their drink-offeringy, . 
and ſacrifices in abundance for all Iſrael : his other 
And did eat and drink before the Load V be! 
on that day with great gladneſs. And they os 
made Solomon the ſon of David king the "hos 
fecond time, and anointed him unto the d PR 
Loxp to be the chief governor, and Zadok Will, glad 
to be prieſt, part of th 
Then Solomon ſat on the throne of the aving ox} 
Lokß as king inſtead of David his father, . py 
and proſpered, and all Iſrael obeyed him. 3 
And all the princes, and the mighty men, ¶ ſuppoſec 
and all the ſons likewiſe of king David ſub- ed up th 
mitted themſelves unto Solomon the king. 
And the Lord magnified Solomon ex- % 
ceedingly in the ſight of all. Iſrael, and be- 
ſtowed upon him ſuch royal majeſty as had Wl Cie 
not been on any king before him in Iſrael, N a, 
| He fall 
ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. pots 
At the time Adonijah attempted to ſeize the throne, x hy 
David was-confined to his bed with exceflive weakneſs; m of 21,006 


repeated ve 


but it ſeems he recovered ſufficient ſtrength to be preſent 
| ei I 


at 


A PRAYER FOR SOLOMON. 289 


at a ſolemn aſſembly which was called together in or- 
der to eſtabliſh Solomon's pretenſions. I am ſure, my 
dear, you muſt admire the humility and piety of the 
ſpeech which David made on this occaſion, as well as 
the earneſt deſire expreſled in it of promoting the glory 


rings, of Gov. To remove all jealouſy from the minds of 
: is other ſons, and prevent diſſenſions amongſt his ſub- 
ond Neck, he publickly declared, that Gop himſelf had ap- 
f pointed Solomon zo fit upon the throne * the KINGDOM 
_ pf the LORD over 1/rael. 
3 the The princes convinced, that all -which David faid 
) the {rd did on this occaſion, was agreeable to the divine 
adok Will, gladly followed his royal example“ in devoting 
part of their riches to the glory of Gop: and after 
\ the ing ctered their ſacrifices, feaſted on them with 
hos reat joy before the Logp. The ſentiments of Da- 
id heart on this joyful occaſion, may be learnt from 
Ho hat excellent thankſgiving which he then uttered. - It 
men, ſs ſuppoſed that after he had bleſſed the people, he of 
ſub- red up the following prayer + for Solomon. | 
18. | : 
1 ex- Wii: DAVID?S PRAYER For His Son 
J be- SOLOMON. : | 
had 


Give the Ring *hy Judgments, O God, and "5p righte- 
el, neſs unto the ling s ſon, 
He fall judge thy people With righteouſneſs, and thy 


ir With judgment. 


The value of the gold (beſides the ſeven thouſand talents of fil 


one, r which David gave out of his own private eſtate, amounted to the 
neſs; of 21,000,000 J. of our money, which might eaſily be am aſſed 
reſent repeated voyages to Ophir and Tarſhiſhe + Pſalm Ixxii. 


at Vor. III. © | The 


200 A'PRAYER FOR SOLOMON. A 


The mountains ſhall bring peace to the people, aud th Hs n 
little hills, by righteouſneſs. 3 
He ſpall judge the poor of the people, he foall ſave i / 1:5 
children of the nzedy, and fhall break in pieces the of. Bleffe 
prefer. ly doet 
They ſhall fear thee as ; hoag as th how and moon end, _ x 
throughout all generations. | "FREE 
He ſhall come down like rain upon the mown graſs; The pt 
as ſhowers that water the earth. | | 

In his days jhall the righteous flouriſh : and abundant 2h 
of peace ſo long as the moon endureth. to the di 

He ſhall have dominion alſo ſrom ſea to ſea, and f make hi 
the river unto the ends of the earth. a good k 

Dey that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow beſni under hi 
him : and his enemies fhall lick the duſt. before h 

The kings of Tarſhiſh and of the iſles fhall bring nt when he 
ſents e the kings of Sheba and Seba ſhall offer gifts. al ſuece 

Lea, all kings ſhall fall down before him all natin 
all ſerve him. . 

For he ſhall deliver the needy when he crieth: th 
poor alſo, and him that hath no helper. 

He fhall ſpare the poor and Ps and au ſave tt 
fouls of the needy. 

He ſhall redeem their foul from deceit and violence: an 
precious ſhall their blood be in his fight. 

And he fhall live, and to him jhall be given if tf 
gold of Sheba ; prayer alſo ſhall be made for him cm 
tinually, and daily ſpall he be. praiſed. 

There ſhall be an handful of corn in the earth upon f 
zop of the mountains; the fruit thereof ſhall ſpaie 4 
Lebanon, and they of the city ſhall flouriſb like graſi! 
the earth, 


phetically 
35 I ſhall 
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and ih lis name ſhall endure for ever : his name ſhall be con- 
iinued as long as the ſun, and men ſhall be blefſed in him; 

ſave the / nations ſpall call him blefed. | 

r the of- Bleed be the Loxp Gop, the Gop of 1/rael, who 
el doeth awandrous things, 

| endurt And bl:fed be his glorious name for ever, and let the 
whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and amen. 

n graſi: The prayers of David the ſon of Feſfſe are ended. 


zun © In * this pſalm David firſt recommends Solomon 
to the divine benediction, and then inſtructs him how to 
and fin make his people happy, by deſcribing the qualities of 
2 good king, and the proſperous ſtate of the kingdom 
ww befor under his government; which his eyes began to behold 
before he died, and he hoped others would behold, 


ring jr ven he was gone, for the example and admiration of 
7s. all ſucceeding generations,” David alſo ſpake pro- 
II nation beticalh in reſpect to the 4ingdom of the MESSIAn, 


3 I ſhall have occaſion to obſerve to you. 
zethe | FRY 
| Patrick's Comment. 
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DAVID crverTn 4 8 To SOLOMON «un 
Sox, AND DIETH. 
| Joins, a. 


8 OW the days of David drew nigh bL . 
that he ſhould die; and he charged 1 
Solomon his ſon, ſaying, : But! 
I go the way of all the earth: be tho th 
frong therefore, and ſhew thyſelf a man, hat ear 
And keep the charge of the Lozp Men ! 
God, to walk in his ways, to keep his ſ-Wl And 
tutes and his commandments, and his judg- I 
ments and his teſtimonies, as it is written in Þ 
the law of Moſes, that thou mayeſt profpr tie - ay 
in all that thou doeſt, and whitherſoever 3 
thou turneſt thyſelf: ſyare to 
That the Loxp may continue his word WW 
which he ſpake concerning me, ſaying, Now 
thy children take heed to their way, to wal, 3 
before me in truth, with all their heart and = 
with all their ſoul, there ſhall not fail the head by 
(faid he) a man on the throne of Iſrael. bod. 
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Moreover, thou knoweſt alſo what Joab 
he ſon of Zeruiah did to me, and what he 
d to the two captains of the hoſts of Iſrael, 
unto Abner the ſon of Ner, and unto Amaſa 
he ſon of Jether, whom he flew, and ſhed 
ke blood of war in peace, and put the blood 
ff war upon his girdle that was about his 
Joins, and in his ſhoes that were on his feet. 
Do therefore according to thy wiſdom, 
and let not his hoar denn go down to the 
grave in peace. | 
But ſhew kindneſs unto the ſons of Bar- 
zillai the Gileadite, and let them be of thoſe 
hat eat at thy table: for ſo they came to me 
then I led becauſe of Abſalom thy brother. 
And behold, thou haſt with thee Shime1 
tie ſon of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, 
hich curſed me with a grievous curſe, in 
the day when I went to Mahanaim : but he 
ome down to meet me at. Jordan, and 1 
are to him by the Lox, faying, I will not 
put thee to death with the ſword. 
Now therefore hold him not guiltleſs : 
or thou art a wiſe man, and knoweſt what 
hou oughteſt to do unto him; but his hoar 


pea bring thou down to the grave with 
blood, 
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294 

So David ſlept with his fathers, and wx 
buried in the city of David. 

And the time that he reigned over Iſrad 
was forty years; ſeven years reigned he in 
Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned 
he in Jeruſalem. 

And he died in a good old age, full of 
days, riches and honour. And Solomon his 
{on reigned in his ſtead, 


DAVID s o 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


As David was ſenfible that his laſt hours drew nigh, 
he called for his ſon Solomon, that he might with his 
dying lips enforce the admonitions he had formerly 
given him concerning obedience to the Lov; and 
likewiſe initrut him in ſome particulars, neceſſary to 
{ſecure his peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne, 

| Joab was a man of a very turbulent ſpirit, who hat 
on ſeveral occaſions reſiſted David's authority, and had 
lately joined in a conſpiracy againſt Solomon; it wa 
therefore likely, that he would give the young king 
great deal of trouble, and Solomon perhaps might be 
induced to ſpare him on account of his venerable yea 
and the high rank he had long borne in the amy; 
David therefore exhorted Solomon to act towards lin 
as wiſdom ſhould direct; and reminded his {on of the 
former crimes Joab had committed, how frequent) he 
had oppoſed the lawful commands of his ſovereign, and 


how treacherouſly he had murdered Abner and Amaia 
From 
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From David's own words when Joab murdered Ab- 
ner, we may conclude, that he certainly would have 
called him to his trial immediately; but he feared that 
by attempting it, he might occaſion more bloodſhed 
amongſt his ſubjects, as Joab had great influence in the 
army neither was the king in a ſituation to admit of 
his taking vengeance for the death of Amaſa, as he 
was at that time, but juſt returncd to the royal city, 
and the kingdom in the ntmoſt confuſion. 

David's general behaviour to his enemies gives us 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that for every private injury, he 
would readily have forgiven Joab ; but as KI NC ef 1/- 
rel, he could not pardon him without being guilty of a 


nd was 


r Iſrael 
he in 
eigned 


full of 
jon his 


_ breach of Gop's commands himſelf; for the law was 
nigh, very ſtrong againſt <vilful murder, and admitted of no 
with his WW atonement for it by facrifices and prayers. Suppoſing 
formerly WW that the anger of Gop could be appeaſed by humilia- 
b; and WM tion, it is impoſlible to make reſtitution to the dead; 
eſſary to for this reaſon the Lox D commanded, that he who kill- 


ed another, ſhould forfeit his own life. Beſides, „“ 7#- 
Who had the image of GoD made he man; therefore it was im- 
and hal Pius for any one to deſtroy that body in which the 
; it vs Cs ra rok had placed an 7zmmortal Sour, ſince the Su- 
> king: preme Being alone has a right to diſpenſe life and 
night be death. You muſt likewiſe recollect, that the land cf 
le years, I Lrael was peculiarly ſanctified by the wi/ble mani feſtatien 


e army; of the PXESEN GE of Gop, who had ſaid (by the meuth 
rds hin of Moſes) Ve Hall not pollute the land wherein I daell, 
n of tie r 5/:0d defileth the land, which cannot be cleanſed of 
ently be tbe Zl:od that is ſhed therein, but by the blood of bim 


that ſped it, Defile not therefore the land wherein I 
A mala dell, for f the LoRD dwell amongſt the children of 
From O 4 Thrace!” 


ign, and 
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jracl.” So you ſee my dear, that the king, who 
ſuffered a wilful murderer to live, endangered the 
bringing a curſe upon his kingdom, and was anſyer. 
able in a great meaſure for any ſubſequent murders the 
offender might commit. The Iſraelites it is true flew 
a great number in var, but they were perſons who 
had themſelves defaced the image of God by their abo- 
minable practices, and had forfeited their lives by their 
_ crimes ; in reſpeR to theſe therefore, the Iſraelites 
were but the inſtruments of divine juſtice, and ated by 
God's expreſs command. And ſo did thoſe who put 
to death ſuch as were guilty of capital offences ; for 
God had ordained the puniſhment, and it was the duty 
of the magiſtrate to put it in execution. 

I hope, my dear, you now underſtand, that it was 
for the ſake of publick juſtice, and not to gratify private 
re/entment, that David adviſed Solomon „ not 10 lit 
Joab's hoar head go down to the grave in peace. 

Some learned authors - are of opinion, that the text 


relating to Shimei is not properly tranſlated, and that 


it ſhould have been rendered, ©* Now therefore held him 
vol guzlileſs, (fer thou art a wiſe man, and knoweſt avhat 
thou oughteft to do unto him) NOR his hear head bring thou 
down lo the grave with blood.” If this is the right in- 
terpretation of the paſſage, (which you will find Solo- 
mon's treatment of Shimei confirms) then we may un- 
derſtand, that David only intended to caution his ſon 
to keep a ſtrict eye upon Shimei, as his loyalty was by 
no means to be depended on; neither was 1t con- 
ſiſtent with wifdom and policy to permit ſuch a ſeditious 


* Chandler's and Delany's L'fe"of David. | 
perſon 
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perſon to enjoy the ſame. privileges in every reſpect, 
xs his faithful ſubjects did. 

When David had given all requiſite inſtructions to 
dolomon, his buſineſs on earth was finiſhed ; and as the 
faculties of his mind were unimpaired, there is no 
doubt but he paſſed his laſt moments in pious medi- 
tations. 

He * had ſet the Lox D always before him, therefore 
eren in this tremendous hour) his heart was glad, 
and his glory (or immortal ſpirit) rejoiced ; for he firmly 
truſted that it would not be left for ever in the place 
of the dead, but that even his body ſhould ri/e again; 
and that Gop would redeem his Sour from the 
power of the grave, and not ſuffer him, who had 
been ſanctified by the inſpiration of the holy Spirit, to 
ſee corruption; but would ſhew him the path of life, 
which leadeth to the preſence of God, where 1s fulneſs 
of joy, and at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures for 


erermore! 


ArxzTROSPECTIVE View OF THE CHARACTER. OF 
KING DAVID, TRR Man Ar TER GOD's own: 


HART. 


Ve have now, my dear, gone entirely through the 
litory of king David, and I.am ſure # muſt have af- 
forced you great entertainment and inſtruftion ; he 
certainly was one of the beſt men that ever lived upon 
earth, and none of the + boaſted heroes of antiquity are: 


* See Pſalm xvi. 8, &c. and xlix. 1 5. ＋ See in Dr. De- 
any's Life of David, a parallel between this king, and the heroes of 
Fotane hittory, | | | 
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worthy to ſtand in any degree of competition with hin, 
eicher for courage or virtues; and yet you will offen 
hear, among thoſe who call themſelves learned and J. 
lite, the character of this king vilified in the moſt op- 
probrious terms, becauſe he is ſtiled in ſcripture, the 


nan after Gop's own heart,” notwithſtanding he 


was guilty of preat violations of the moral law; iti 
therefore neceſſary for me to inform you, how you ar 


ta underſtand this exprefiion. You remember, my 


Gear, that Saul, a ſhort time after he was made king, 
broke through the conditions on which he had been 


raiſed 70 fit on the throne of the LORD ever 1/rael, and 


arrogated to h:im/elf the ſupreme power, inſtead of aft. 
ing as God's wicegerent ; and for this cauſe, the pr. 
phet Samuel was ſent to tell him, that he was rejected 
as captain of the Lox D's inheritance, and that his king. 
dom. ſhould not deſcend to his poſterity, for ** th 
Los D had fought. him a man after his own heart; thatis 


to ſay, one who would never forget that: he received hi 


authority from the Loxp, and was bound to govert 
himſelf agreeably to God's commands. David, when 
a humble ſhepherd, was remarkable for his piety and 
amiable diſpoſition, and therefore juſtified the prefer- 
ence which was given to him at that time. 

We are told, that immediately after he was anointed 
captain of the Lord's inheritance, and had the promiſe 
of the kingdom given to him, the Spirit of the Lon 
came on him, and we read of his performing many 


acts that required ſupernatural aſſiſtance: all the ſuc- 


ceſs which the Iſraelites had againſt the Philiſtines du- 
ring the remainder of Saul's reign, was under David; 


from which Saul was led to ſuſpeR, that he would alſo 
ſaperled: 
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perſede him in the throne; till at laſt, his jealouſy 
as ſo inveterate, that he reſolved, if poſſible, to de- 
roy him: David, however, was protected by an Al- 
ighty arm, for (notwithſtanding it muſt be acknow- 
doed, that he committed many errors, which ſhew 
at he was ſubje& to human imperfection) he pre- 
rved the higheſt reverence for Gop, and zeal for 
e honour of religion, and therefore he was delivered 
om the moſt imminent dangers by the interpoſition- 
Divine Providence, being ſtill in the general tenor: 
f his conduct, a man after God's own heart... When 

e gave way to the impetuo/ity of paſſion, he was al- 
Ways unfortunate; but adverſity had its proper effect 
his mind; he prayed for pardon, and the Spirit of. 
he Lox» again aſſiſted him: at length, after a variety. 

f trials, he was anointed king over all Iſrael; at which 
ime he entered into a covenant, that he would conſider 

e people as ſheep committed to his care by the Lozp,, 
ould provide for their ſafety, and rule them with. 
enderneſs ;, and. as captain f the: Lok D's inheritances . 
ould help them to ſubdue their enemies: we may alſo 
olle& from many. of. his pſalms, that the Lox D had. 
nade a covenant. with David; and aſſured him by his 
ly Spirit, that if he continued faithful to the truſt re- 
oled in him, he would eſtabliſh his kingdom for ever 3. 
ad that if his poſterity were obedient to the Lok p, 
hey ſhould reign after him, in regular-ſacceſſion,-till a | 
vince ſhould be born of David's race, that ſhould rule- 
brer all the kingdoms of the earth. David underſtood 

his promiſe as relating to the MssiAR, and though: 
nany.years before our Saviour appeared on earth, ac- 
nowledged him to be his Lord, which proves tha: 
he had perfect faith in Gop.. 
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As ſoon as David was ſettled on the throne, his oreat 
ſtudy was to ſhew forth the GLoxy of Gov, and 0 
promote the proſperity of Iſrael; for theſe Purpoſes 
he eſtabliſhed publick worſhip, reſtored the law d, 
Moſes, and made moſt excellent. regulations in the 90. 
vernment. He ſubdued all the idolatrous nations that 
profeſſed enmity to the Logp Jenovan, and alway 
imputed his ſucceſs to Gop ; during the whole of hy 
reign he governed his people with the utmoſt clemency 
and juſtice, and was beloved and honoured by them 1 
the end of his life; and his hiſtory abounds with in. 
ſtances of his generoſity, benevolence, mildneſs, and 
magnanimity. In reſpect to Uriah, he certainly was: 
great offender againſt the moral Jaw, and by that lay 
his life was forfeited ; however, in conſideration of hy 
exemplary penitence, and his general fidelity, it pleaſed 
Gop (who had an undoubted right to do it) to pardn 


him ; but that no one might be encouraged to ſuppo 


wicked actions were excuſable, he was condemned ty 
ſuffer ſuch afflictions as ſrould deter others from con- 
mitting the ſame crimes; and we may judge, from the 
conſolations he received by the holy Spirit, that hi 
behaviour under theſe chaſtiſements, was ſuch as became 
the man after Gop's own heart. As ſoon as the end far 
which the puniſhment was inflicted on him was anſver- 
ed, he was once more reſtored to peace, and admittel 
to che holy Tabernacle ; where he poured forth his|fou 
in thankful acknowledgments of the goodneſs of tie 
Loxp, and promiſes of future obedience. 

When David found his latter end approaching, ie 
made known to his people that Solomon was appointel 
to ſucceed him in the throne, cauſed him to be anointed 


in his life time, acquainted him with the covenant 
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th Lok b, and exhorted him to obſerve the conditions 
of it, Whilſt I am endeavouring to give you a juſt 
idea of the character of David, I muſt not omit, my 
dear, to mention his collection of Pſalms, a treaſury of 
divine inſtruction, of ineſtimable value, which, as long 
25 the world laſts, muſt be held in the higheſt eſtimation 


by pious perſons ; fince they are ſo adapted to the com- 


mon occaſions. of life, that every one, from the higheſt 
monarch to the meaneft ſlave, may appropriate them 
to his uſe: they teach us not only bow Gop muſt be 
worſhipped, but furniſh us with the means of doing it 


in the moſt acceptable manner: the afflicted may pray, 
the ſinner expreſs contrition, and the happy rejoice be- 


fore the Lok p, in the very words of David: national 
calamities may be deplored, and national mercies ac» 
knowledged by theſe divine compoſitions; the harmo- 


nious concert is ſanctiſied by ſuch heavenly ftrains, and 


the artleſs notes of the humbleſt chriſtian, dignified by 
the poetry of the faveet finger of 1/rael. Many of the 
pſalms begin with prayer or praiſe, and end with aſ- 


ſurances to the humble and penitent, that the LoR D will 


preſerve and protect all thoſe who truſt in him: in ſuch 
paſſages you may clearly diſcern the marks of divine in- 


ſpiration; and they were certainly dictated by the holy 


Spirit, for the conſolation, not only of David, but 
erery one elſe who will accept of this divine bounty; 
and even the curſes which David in the character of 
king of Iſrael, denounced againtt the idolatrous na- 
tions, may ſerve as admonitions to us, ſince they point 
out the crimes for which thoſe ſinners were deſtroyed; 
let vs therefore examine our own hearts by them, and 
if we find there any inclination to commit ſuch fins let 
us make haſte to repent, left the Lok b caſt zs out alſo 
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acknowledges his ſins with ſhame and repentance, and 
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for rebelling againſt him: we muſt be careful » © 
apply theſe curſes to ſuch as have injured us, for no 
chriſtian can be in the ſituation which David was when 
he penned them; and beſides, we have an expreſs com- 
mand o love our enemies : to bleſs, and curſe not.” 

I think we may learn from David's hiſtory, that 4 
man after Gop's own heart, is one who makes the di. 
vine will the general rule of his life; who has a fervent 
zeal for the honour of Gov, and a benevolent regard 
to the happineſs of mankind; who is patient in ad. 
verſity, humble in proſperity ; who examines his own 
heart, to ſee if there is any way of wickedneſs in him; 


avoids the repetition of them ; who aſpires after that 
perfection of goodneſs, which human nature in its preſent 
ſtate' cannot attain to; and who truſts to the infinite 
mercy of Gop for pardon, eſteeming his favour as the 


was eſt: 


higheſt bleſſing he can enjoy, and longing to be ad- And 
mitted to thoſe bliſsful regions, where, freed from his: to Bath 
- preſent tumultuous paſſions, he may render more ac- KC 
ceptable ſervice to this beſt of Beings. ©. P 
Gop vindicated his honour by ſhewing diſpleaſure ty 
againſt David for his crimes, and has cauſed. his hiſtory He f 
to be written for the edifieation of the world; if we tum ay unte 
it into ridicule, we deſpiſe the admonitions of the L.0RD;. And 
and if we harden. curſelves in fin, witead of amending WF 1 _ wi 
cur lives by David's example, and REPROACK 600 EE. 
for calling him «© e man after his own. heart,” we il : 
Plaſpheme his Houx. Name ; therefore I hope you will the King 
never join in ſach profane converſation, as it will my brot 
prove that you are neither well grounded in -religion,. And 
nor acquainted with ſacred hiſtory, and that you want BF. . 
to find pretences for continuing in wickedneſs. 
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him; 
„ and 
. HEN fat Solomon upon the throne 
* of David: his father, and his kingdom 
s the vas eſtabliſhed greatly. 
ad- And Adonijah the ſon of Haggith came 


o Bath-ſheba, the mother of Solomon, and: 
ſhe ſaid, Comeſt thou peaceably ? And he 
jad, Peaceably. 

He ſaid moreover, I have ſomething to: 
ay unto thee. And ſhe ſaid, Say on. 

And he ſaid, Thou knoweſt that the king- 
dom was. mine, and that all Iſrael ſet their 
Faces on me, that I ſhould reign : howbeit 


We | 
will the kingdom is turned about, and is become 
will my brother's: for it was his from the LoRp. 
ion, And now I aſk one petition. of thee, denꝶ 
want 


me not. And ſhe ſaid unto him, Say on. 
3 | And 
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And he ſaid, Speak, I pray thee unto %. Now 
lomon the king (for he will not ſay thee nay) ath eſt; 
that he give me Abiſhag the Shunammite a of Dav! 
wite, 1 ONS an houſ 
Bath-ſheba therefore went unto king 80. Hut to c 
lomon, to ſpeak unto him for Adonijah: and And 
the king roſe up to meet her, and bowed Benatah 
himſelf unto her, and fat down on his throne, hum tha 
and cauſed a ſeat to be ſer for the king's mo- | And 
ther; and ſhe ſat on his right hand. king, G 
Then ſhe ſaid, I deſire one ſmall petition helds, f 

of thee, I pray thee ſay me-not nay. And will not 
the king ſaid unto her, Aſk on, my mother, cauſe th 
for I will not ſay thee nay. before ] 
And the ſaid, Let Abiſhag the Shunam halt bee 
mite be given to Adonyah thy 3 o aft 
wife. 80 8 
And king Solomon anſwered ind il un- being p 
to his mother, And why doſt thou aſk Abi- fulfil th 
ſhag the Shunammite for Adonijah ? aſk for concern 
him the kingdom alſo; (for he is mine elder Then 
brother) even for him; and for Abiathar the turned ; 
prieſt, and for Joab the ſon of Zeruiah. ater Al 
Then king Solomon ſware by the Loan, bernach 
ſaying, God do ſo to me, and more alſo, if ine hor 
Adonyah have not ſpoken this word again In 
vas fle 


his own life. 
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| Now therefore, as the Loxp liveth, which 


ith eſtabliſhed me, and ſet me on the throne 
of David my father, and who hath made me 
an houſe, as he promiſed, Adonijah ſhall be 
put to death this day. 

And king Solomon ſent by the hand of 
Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, and he fell upon 
him that he died, 


| And unto Abiathar the prieſt ſaid the 


king, Get thee to Anaithoth, unto thine own 
fields, for thou art worthy of death : but L 
will not at this time put thee to death, be- 
cauſe thou bareſt the ark of the LoR Gop 


before David my father, and becauſe thou 


haſt been afflicted in all wherein my father 
was afflicted, 


So Solomon thruſt out Abiathar from 


being prieſt unto the Lord ; that he might 


fulfil the word of the Lorp, which he ſpake 
concerning the houſe of Eli in Shiloh. 

Then tidings came to Joab, (for Joab had 
turned after Adonijah, though be turned ner 


ater Abſalom) and Joab fled unto the ta- 


bernacle of the LoRD, and caught hold on 

the horns of the altar. 
And it was told king Solomon that Joab 
was fled unto the tabernacle of the Lorp, 
and 
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and behold he is by the altar: then Solo. 
mon ſent Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada, ſay- 
ing, Go fall upon him. 

And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of 
the Logp, and ſaid unto him, Thus faith 
the king, Come forth. And he ſaid, Nay, 
but I will die here. And Benaiah brought 
the king word again, faying, Thus ſaid Joab, 
and thus he anſwered me. 


And the king ſaid unto him, Do as he 


hath ſaid, and fall upon him, and bury him; 
that thou mayeſt take away the innocent 
blood which Joab ſhed, from me, and from 
the houſe of my father, 

And the Loxp ſhall return his blood upon 
his own head, who fell upon two men more 
righteous and better than he, and flew them 
with the ſword, my father David not know- 
ing thereof, to wit, Abner the ſon of Ner, 
captain of the hoſt of Iſrael, and Amaſa the 
ſon of Jether, captain of the hoſt of Judah. 

Their blood ſhall therefore return upon 
the head of Joab, and upon the head of his 
ſeed for ever: but upon David, and upon 
his ſeed, and upon his houſe, and upon his 
throne ſhall there be peace for ever from thc 
Loxp. 
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SHIMEI CONFINED TO THE CITY. zoy 


Solo- 80 Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada went up, 
ſay- ind fell upon him, and flew him; and he 
was buried in his own houſe in the wil- 
le of aerneſs. : 
ſaith And the king put Benaiah the ſon of Je- 
Nay, WW hoiada in his room over the hoſt; and Za- 
ught dok the prieſt did the king put in the room 
oab, of Abiathar. 

And the king ſent and called for Shimei, 
is he end ſaid unto him, Build thee an houſe in 
im; WM Jeruſalem, and dwell there, and go not forth 
cent ll thence any whither. 

For it ſhall be, that on the day thou goeſt 
out, and paſſeſt over the brook Kidron, thou 
ſhalt know for certain, that thou ſhalt ſurely 
die: thy blood ſhall be upon thine own head. 

And Shimei ſaid unto the king, The ſay- 
ing is good: as my lord the king hath ſaid, 


in Jeruſalem many days. 

And it came to paſs at the end of three 
years, that two of the ſervants of Shimei ran 
way unto Achiſh the ſon of Maachah king 
of Gath : and they told Shimei, ſaying, Be- 
hold thy ſervants be in Gath. 


went to Gath to Achiſh to ſeek his ſer- 
vants: 


ſo will thy ſervant do. And Shimei dwelt 


And Shimei aroſe and ſaddled his afs, and 
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vants: and Shimei went and brought his 
ſervants from Gath. 

And it was told Solomon that Shimei had 
gone from Jeruſalem to Gath, and was come 
again. 

And the king 1 and called for Shimei, 
and ſaid unto him, Did I not make thee to 
ſwear by the Lord, and proteſted unto thee, 
ſaying, Know fora certain, thaton the day thou 
goeſt out, and walkeſt abroad any whither, that 
thou ſhalt ſurely die? and thou ſaidſt unto 
me, The word that I have heard, is good, 

Why then haſt thou not kept the oath of 
the Lord, and the commandment that I have 
charged thee with ? 

The king ſaid moreover to Shimei, Thou 
knoweſt all the wickedneſs which thine heart 
is privy to, that thou didſt to David my 
father: therefore the Lord ſhall return thy 
wickedneſs upon thine own head ; 

And king Solomon ſhall be bleſſed, and 
the throne of David fhall be eſtabliſhed be- 
fore the Loxd for ever. 

So the king commanded Benaiah the ſon 
of Jehoiada, which went out and fell upon 
him, that he died: and the kingdom ws 
eſtabliſhed in the hand of Solomon. 
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ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 


No ſooner was Solomon ſeated on the throne, than 
Adonijah began to renew his ſcheme of diſpoſſeſſing 
him; and with this view he deſired to have Abiſhag, 
who had formerly been one of David's wives. Solo- 
mon promiſed him when he fled to the altar on a for- 
mer occaſion, “ that if he would ſheto himſelf a worthy 
man, he ſhould remain in ſafety ; but that if there was 
any way of wickedneſs in him, he fhould ſurely die:“ 
therefore Solomon was fully juſtified in cauſing him to 
be put to death, fince the welfare of the publick re 
quired it; and it was Solomon's duty to put the law of 
God exa#?ly in execution againſt ai offenders, without 
having reſpect to affinity of blood; becauſe he ſat in 
the throne of the LORD JEHOVAH over 1Tfrael, 
and was not at /iberty to conſult his own inclinations 
in reſpe& to the puniſhment of thoſe who wiſhed to 
diſpoſſeſs the Lord's wicegerent. 

As for Joab, he ſoon gave proofs of his diſloyalty, and 
furniſhed Solomon with a fair pretence for condemning 
him to death for treaſonable practices; but it ſeems, 
that he had before reſolved to puniſh him for the mur- 
ders of Abner and Amaſa : whoever recollects the cruel 
circumſtances with which Joab perpetrated thoſe 
crimes, muſt own, that it would have been a great en- 
couragement to wickedneſs, if the gray hairs of ſuch a / 
notorious ſinner, had been ſuffered 70 go dowwn to the 
grave in peace. 

Abiathar, as high prieſt, ſhould have devoted hinkſbif 
entirely to the * of God, inſtead of co-operating 

5 | | with 
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with thoſe who were endeavouring to ſuperſede the 
king appointed by the Lord, therefore he was un. 


worthy to fill that holy office ; but in reverence to ths 


Loa p, Solomon forbore to put him to death. Abia. 
thar was the laſt prieſt of the houſe of Eli. Zadok wa 
a deſcendant of Eleazar. You muſt not ſuppoſe that 
there were two high-prieſts in the time of David, con. 
trary to the original inſtitution, though Zadok and 
Abiathar are ſometimes mentioned together ; but ye 
may ſuppoſe, that on account of the Ark being in 
one place, and the brazen altar for burnt-ſacrifices at 
another, the high-prieſt had an aſſiſtant. Abiathar 
ſeems to have had the pre-eminence till the latter end 
of David's reign, when he was rejected for oppoſing 
Gop's will in reſpe& to Solomon's ſucceſſion to the 
crown ; and Zadok was anointed, but did not take the 
office upon him, till Solomon diveſted Abiathar of i, 
as you have read, | 

By the reverence which, Solomon ſhewed to his mo- 
ther, we may conclude, that he would have complied 
with her requeſt if it had been lawful for him to do ſo: 
but Bathſheba had never conſidered the conſequencs 
of it; and therefore we may conclude, readily abſolve 
him from his promiſe, when ſhe was taught to fe 
Adonyah's petition in a proper light. 

Achiſh the king of Gath, had been ſo great a friend 
to David, that though David had conquered the Phi 
liſtines, he ſuffered him till to retain the title of a king 
and only made him tributary; ſo that there was! 
friendly correſpondence between his city and Jeruſ 
lem, by. which means Shimei might eaſily hear thit 


his ſervants were there; but ſhould have ſent anothe 
| | t 
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to ſeek; them, for he certainly drew his puniſhment up- 
on his own head, becauſe he was warned of the conſe- 
quences of preſuming to go out of Jeruſalem, and gave 
reaſon for ſuſpicions of his having ſeditious purpoſes in 
view. | | 

] have already explained to you, my dear, what is 
ſuppoſed to be the true interpretation of David's dying 
injunction reſpecting Shimei ; and make no doubt you 
are glad to find that Solomon, who was the 20 of 
nen, put the ſame conſtruction on his father's words: 
his treatment of Shimei, ſurely furniſhes us with a ſuf- 


| fcient anſwer to thoſe who cenſure David on this head *. 


* I have hitherto avoided the diſcuſſion of Bathſheba's character, 


for the ſame reaſons which deterred me from entering into every par- 


ticular of David's conduct in reſpe to Uriah; but it may be neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve, that it appears from Solomon's reſpectful treatment: 
of her, and from ſome expreſſions in the Proverbs, that ſhe was in 
her general behaviour an amiable woman; not that this juſtifies ber 


crime, ſhe certainly was a partaker in David's fin, and we may con- 


clude, a partner alſo in his ſorrow, remorſe, and chaſtiſement. 

It is a needleſs queſtion to enquire, why David was not com- 
manded to put her away, ſince we have in the New Teſtament clear 
and expreſs laws in reſpe& to adulterers ; and therefore have no oc- 
caſion to refer to David's hiſtory in this particular: if we do, it 


ſhould be with a view to obſerve the unhappy conſequences of his de- 


vations from the marriage law, inſtituted at the creation : the cuſ- 
tom of the age authorized in ſome degree a plurality of wives; but 
whoever conſiders the tenderneſs of his diſpoſition, and his particular 


Hadneſs for his ſons, may conceive that he would have enjoyed more 
comeſtick happineſs had they been all the children of one mother. 


SECT. 


P K 


t 354 1 a 
had pre 
tent for 
More 
the ſon 
he put 
and Sol, 


 SOLOMON's SACRIFICES ar GIBEON-H {Wunto it. 
DREAM. op 


SECT. MMC. 


| | brazen e 
ND Solomon the ſon of David wa the tabe 
ſtrengthened in his kingdom, and the {iſfcred a t 
Loxp his Gop was with him, and magnified WI In Gil 
him exceedingly. : mon in 
And Solomon loved the Loxp, walking Wk wha 
in the ſtatutes of David his father: only he And 
facrificed and burnt incenſe in high places, into thy 
Then Solomon ſpake unto all Iſrael, to ercy, a 
the captains of thouſands and of hundreds, n truth 
and to the judges, and to every governor in {ſightneſs 
all Iſrael, the chief of the fathers. ept for | 
So Solomon and all the congregation with Nit gives 
him went to the high place that was at Gi- fis this 
beon : for there was the tabernacle of the | And ne 
congregation of Gop, which Moſes the fer- hade thy 
vant of the Loxp had made in the wilderneſ. eber; a 
But the ark of Gop had David brought . how t 
up from Kirjath-jearim to the place which vor. 1 
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had prepared for it: for he had pitched a 
tent for it at Jeruſalem. 

Moreover, the brazen altar that Bezaleel 
the ſon of Uri, the ſon of Hur had made, 
he put before the tabernacle of the Loxp: 
and Solomon and the tan fought 
unto it. 

And Solomon went up thither to the 
brazen altar before the LoRp, which was at 
the tabernacle of the congregation, and oſ- 
ered a thouſand burnt-offerings upon it. 

In Gibeon the Lorp appeared to Solo- 
mon in a dream by night: and Goo ſaid, 
Aſk what I ſhall give thee. 

And Solomon ſaid, Thou haſt thewed 
nto thy ſervant David my father great 
ercy, according as he walked before thee 
n truth and in righteouſneſs, and in up- 
ightneſs of heart with thee, and thou haſt 
ept for hum this great kindneſs, that thou 
with Wall given him a ſoa to fit on his throne, as 
t Gi- is this day. 

f the And now, © Lord my Gon, 8 haſt 
e ſer- Made thy fervant king inſtead of David my 
rnefs, Nether: and I am but a little child: I know 
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And thy ſervant is i 
n the midſt | 
people which thou haſt choſen, a eng 8 
ple, that cannot be numbered nor A. 
for multitude. NR 3 
Give therefore th oo 
ſtanding heart 5 —_— _ 
b heart, to judge thy people, daf 2c 
may diſcern between good and bad i 3 
who is able to judge this thy { = 7h 
ee, y 10 great Load, 
And the ſpeech pleaſed the Lox, th ws ; 
8 1 D, that all his { 
on had aſked this thing. 
And Gop faid unto him, Becauſe thou 
haſt aſked this thing, and haſt not aſked for mo 
thyſelf long life, neither haſt aſked riches fo Notwit 
chyſelf, nor haſt aſked the life of thine en nary pain 
mies, but haſt aſked for thyſelf under 33 
ing to diſcern judgment; 1 j 
Behold 1 | . 
3 wet done according to t de reſt of 
. > ave given thee a wiſe and a dering liv: 
un erſtanding heart, ſo that there was none ps theres 
like thee before thee, neither after thee hal aſe faith 
any ariſe like unto thee, | . ges 
a = I have alſo given thee that which th Ke 
- not aſked, both riches and honour: { Goo to 24, 
n at there cannot be any among the king the Tarr x 
like unto thee all thy days. | 77 the Lox 
offer burnt: 


And 
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thy And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep 
peo- my ſtatutes and my commandments, as thy 
unte father David did walk, then 1 will lengthen 


thy days. | 

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was 
a dream: and he came to Jeruſalem, and 
ſtood before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lox, and offered up burnt-offerings, and 
offered peace-offerings, and made a feaſt to 
all his ſervants. | 
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: for 
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„ that 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Notwithſtanding David had taken ſuch extraordi- 
nary pains to eſtabliſh the publick worſhip of Gov at 
JexuUSALEM, it ſtill remained 7zrregu/ar in ſome in- 
ſtances ; particularly in reſpe& to ſacrißcing on Hi 
Places, which cuſtom was practiſed by Abraham and 
to ti dle reſt of the patriarchs through zece/fity, as the Wan- 


and at dering lives they led would not admit of a /eetled place; 
FE and therefore, every high hill and every grove, where 

* theſe faithful ſervants aſſembled their families in order 
ce Anal 


to perform their devotions to AL MIGHTY Go, was 
ſardtiſed by urs acceptance of their offerings, and be- 
ch tha eme in the general ſeuſe of the word the Hovss of 
God to hn. As ſoon as the Ark was depoſited in 
the TazzRNACLE, and holy ordinances were appointed 
dy the Lord, it became unlawful for the Iſraelites to 
fer burnt-ſacrifices at any other place but the BRAZEN- 
AU ALT 4k ; and that the people might kave an opportu- 
73 nity 


our : | 
e King 
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nity of reſorting to it on proper occaſions, the Taber. but that it 
nacle, with the Ark, and all the appurtenances of holy alſo, had 

worſhip, were carried about and ſet up, wherever the building a 
children of Iſrael reſſed during their journeyings toward; ian that » 


the land of e till at length it was Fred ring dire 
_.SHILOH, mon, who 
You have read, my * 2 how greatly this ſinful , till ſu 
people corrupted the worſhip of Gop, by mixing with built: you 
idolatrous nations; and know, that when the goodneſs of WſWorder to ad 
Goo recalled them to a ſenſe of their duty by chafi/e. Wir. It is 
ments, they ſoon drew his anger upon them again by which Solo 
Freſh provecations, fo that the Divine PRESENCI did tat he ex, 


not conſtantly abide with them; for the Ark was 1. Ning it /e 
glected, and few thought, or deſired to have recourſe Miſittticing ew 
to it; but inſtead of that, many who profe/ed to WWiittims rela; 


adore the true Gop, worſhipped him according to It is very 
the cuſtoms and rites which other nations practiſed non made t 
toward idols. for the inſtri 
The Iſraelites had preferved the T 1 with Nou; they 
the very brazen altar, &c. made according to the di. Nn; but I. 
rections of Moſes, by Bezaleel, and fixed it at Gibeon, Murow light 
where the ſons of Eli had brought it into diſrepute, by 
their abominable profanations; and made the people e 
ſuppoſe, that their ſacrifices might be more efficaciuu, 
if offered on altars, erected where their forefathers had V. ien rea 
ſacriſiced. Numbers however ſtill reſorted to the /«- wetly doth [0 
cred Altar ; but the ſervice was incomplete, as the Ark I that ſpe 
was ſeparated from it; and even the prophet Samuel, 7. yea, 
in compliance with the cuſtom of the times, ofered /« WW Ver gr ir, 
crifices on HiGn PLaces. 0D, and a 
You know, my dear, with what ſolemnity David wm 
I 


conducted the 4r4 to Jeruſalem ; and there 15 no "y 
| | | at 


4 
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ber. but that it was his intention to remove the Tabernacle 
holy alſo, had he been permitted to execute his purpoſe of 
the building a Temple; but as he was commanded to con- 


„uch ien that work to his ſon, he contented himſelf with 
4 « iring directions concerning every particular to Solo- 
mon, who continued to follow the zſual mode of wor- 


inful %%, till ſuch time as the Hovse of the Lox p ſhould be 
with built: you find however, that he went to GißEOx, in 
fs of order to add all poſſible ſolemnity to his EAT /acri- 
i. It is ſuppoſed, from the number of oxen, &c. 
n by eich Solomon is ſaid to have offered at Gibeon, 
did that he extended the fiftival; and inftead of keep- 


1s „ ing it /ewer days, as the law required, continued ſa- 


ourſe Wcrthcing every day, till he had offered the number of 


2d to WMiitims related. | 
ig to lt is very probable, that during this ſolemnity Solo- 
Riled non made thoſe excellent reflections which he has left 


for the inſtruction of mankind in the Boox of Wis. 
box; they are all well worth your ſerious conſidera- 
lon; but I ſhall at preſent ſele& only a few, which 
tirow light on this particular part of his hiſtory, 
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xc SOLOMON's MEDiTaTIONs AND PRaAYER®. | 


Wiſdom reacheth from one end to another mightily : and 
wetly doth ſhe order all things. ; 
In that ſhe is converſant with Gop, ſhe magnifieth her 
wility : yea, the Lok D of all things himſelf loved her. 
For ſhe is privy to the myſteries of the knowledge of 
ob, and a lover of his works. | 

David i 
doubt 
but 


* Wiſdom of Solomon, chap. viii. 1, 3, Kc. ix. 
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IF riches be a poſſeſſion to be defered in this life: what 
is richer than wiſdom that worketh all things ? 

And if prudence work, who of all that are, is a mm 
cunning workman than ſbe ? 


And if a man love righteouſneſs, her labours are vir. 


zues : for ſhe zeacheth temperance and prudence, juſtice and 
Fortitude, which are ſuch things as men can have nothing 
more profitable in their life. 

Fa man defire much experience, ſhe knoweth things if 
eld, and conjectureth aright what is to come ; ſhe noweth 
the ſubtilties of ſpeeches, and can expound dark ſentences; 
ſhe foreſeeth /igas and n, and the events of ſeaſon 
and times. | 

Therefore I purpoſe to take her to live with me, kniw- 
ing that ſhe will be a counfellor of good things, and a con- 
fort in cares and grief. 

For her ſake I ſhall have eſtimation among the mult 
tude and honour with the elders, though I be young, 

1 fhall be found of a quick conceit in judgment, and 
ſhall be admired in the fight of great men. 

When 1 hold my tongue they ſhall bide my leiſure; and 
when I ſpeak they ſhall give good ear unto me: if I talk 
much, they ſhall lay their hands upon their mouth, 

Moreover, by the means of her, I ſhall obtain imnor. 
zality, and leave behind me an everlaſting memorial u 
them that come after me. 

1 fhall ſet the people in order, and the nations foall be 
ſubjet unto me. 

Horrible tyrants ſhall be afraid when they do but hear 
of me, T ſhall be found good among the multitude, and d 
liant in war. 
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FED After I am come into mine houſe, I will repoſe my- 


and to live avith her, hath no ſorrow, but mirth and 
jy: 

Now che I conſidered theſe things in myſelf, and pon- 
dered them in mine heart, how that to be allied unto wi/- 
dm, is immortality. : 

Aud great pleaſure it is to have her friendſhip; and in 
the avorks of her hands are infinite riches, and in the exer- 


nore 


ſe of conference with her, prudence : and in talking with 
1e me, 


/e obtain ber, except Gob gave ber ne, (aud that was 
a point of wiſdom alſo to hnoww whoſe gift ſpe was) 4 


while heart I ſaid : 

0 Gop of my fathers, and LokD of mercy, 3 * 
nede all things with thy word, 

And ordained man through thy wiſdom, that he 


fruld have dominion over the creatures which thou haſt 
nade. | 


m/s, and execute judgment with an upright heart. 
Give me wiſdom that fitteth by thy throne, and reject 
me not from among thy children : 


marflanding of judgment and laaus. 

For though a man be never fo perfe® among the chil- 
ren of men; yet if thy wiſdom be nat with him, he ſhalt 
be not hi ing regarded. 

P 4 T hou 


elf with her? for her converſation hath no bitterneſs ; 


ber a gecd report: I auen t about ſeeking how to take her 


Neverthdl;ſs, xohen I perceived that I could not other- 


frayed unto the Lou, and et iim, aud with my 


And order the world according to equity and rightcouſ- | 


For I thy ſervant, and ſou of thine handmaid, am a 
feeble perſon, and of a ſhort time, and too young for the- 
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Thou haſt choſen me to be a king of thy people, and Tor fo t. 

judge of thy ons and daughters : farmud 3 
T hou haſt commanded me to build a temple upon thy bol pleaſing un; 

mount, and an altar in the city wherein thou dwelleſt, a 

refemblance of the holy tabernacle which thou haſt prepared This we 

from the beginning : prayer whe 

And wiſdom was with thee + which knoweth thy nod was perfec 
and was preſent when thou madeſt the world, and lu the LoD 
avhat was Co ay in ny fight, and right in thy con. Ne by a 
mandments. reſpe to av 

O fend her out of thy holy heavens, and from the tbr Wſncans Solo 
of thy glory, that being preſent ſbe may labour with m, Wcupicd his | 
that I may know what is pleaſing unto thee. ner you re 

For ſhe knoweth and underſtandeth all things, and fe 
Hall lead me ſoberly in my doings, and ' preſerve me in ber 
power. ' 

So fhall my works be acceptable, and then all J. judgt 
thy people ri Slo and be worthy to fit in ny father 
feat. | 

For what man is he that can know the * of Goo? 
or who can think what the will of the Lord is? 

Fer the thoughts of mertal men are miſeratle, and un 
devices are but uncertain. | 

For the corruptible bedy — 8 the foul, and 
the earthy tabernacle weigheth down the mind that 
mujeth upon many things. E.. 

And hardly do wwe gueſs aright at 1 that are uf 
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. earth, and with labour do we find the things that are be. capacity, 
fore us but the things that are in heaven, auho hath 5 heart ; for 
ſearched out? | icharge the 

And thy counſel who 24h known ? except tho' 2100 arc aſtoniſh. 


abiſdom, and ſend thy hely Spirit from above. 
| Fit 
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Fir fo the ways of them which lived on the earth were 
refor med; and men were taught the things that are 
plafing unto thee, and were ſaved through wildont. 


This we may reaſonably conjecture was Solomon's: 
prayer when he retired to reſt at Gibeon; and as it 
was perfectly conſiſtent with the divine will, it pleaſed 
the Lox'D to keep the faculties of his UNDERSTANDING 
awake by a miraculous power, after his SENSES were in 
rpea to worldly affairs locked up in ſleep; by which 
neans Solomon retained the 105 As that had before oc- 
cupied his mind, and continued his dewvotions in the man- 
ner you read in the ſcripture part of this ſection, 
(hich you find is exactly to the ſame effect) on which 
it pleaſed the ALMIGHTY ro appear to him. When 
Solomon awaked, he was ſatisfied in reſpect to the 
reality of this Hon, which muſt have been very differ- 
x from a common dream; nor could he poſlibly miſtake, 
br without doubt, thoſe appearances by which Gov: 
anf ee his Divine PRESENCE, were very dift. cent 
rom any thing that the creation furniihes to our view, 
Ir the moſt Tively imagination can conceive. We read 
ideed of Gop's appearing in fire in a cloud, in the Hu- 
un form, &c. but the DEIT x was always aijplayed by. 
ome circumſtance which ſerved to 44 Ying the CRE 


ro from the creature. 


| for olomon was farther convinced by th la if 
re be. i” capac;ty, that the Loxp had granted. the defire of 


s heart; for he was not only endued with abilities-to 
charge the duties of his exalted ſtation, but. to ac- 
Pr aftoniſhing knowledge of the whole circle of hu- 
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man arts and ſciences* ; and as a farther reward for 
his proper requeſt, and encouragement to keep in the 
path of Wispou, the Loxp vouchſafed to renexw the 
c:venant he had formerly made in his name with 
Daviop. 

The Wispom for which Solomon prayed, was 
power to diſcern betaveen good and bad, that he might 
be enabled to a& on all occaſions, conformably to the 
rules of piety and juſtice : this wiſdom he received by 


the immediate inſpiration of Gop; but even the hunilt i 


chriſtian may now attain it by the ftudy of the Seri 
tures; for Solomon, and other inſpired men, were 
taught hi, ſecret of the Lord, not merely for their 
own ſakes, but that they might teach it to all who are 
deſirous of knowing it. That you may judge of the 
value of Wis po, I will, before we proceed in the 
hiſtory, ſhew you, my dear, how highly it was prized 
by Solomon. 


Kine SOLOMON'S InsTrRUCTIONS CONCERNING 
THE VALVE OF TRUE WIs pon. 


Hear ye children the inſtructions of a father, and ai 
tend to know underſtanding. For I give you 28 dic 
trine, forſake you not my law. 

I was my father's ſon, tender and only Beloved in int 
fight of my mother; he taught me alſo, and ſaid unto mt, 
let ry heart retain my words „ Reep my eee and 
live. 

Get wi/dom, get underſtanding : forſake her not, at 
fe ſpall preſerve thee ; love her, and fhe ſhall let the: 


See Wiſdom of Solomon, chap. vii. 
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d for fe ſhall give to thine head an ornament of grace; a crown 

n the of glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee. 

w the Wiſdom is better than rubies; and all the aus that 
with can be defired, are not to be compared to it. 

e not wiſe in thine own eyes fear the Lord, and 
was 4 d part from evil, The fear of the Lord, is the begin- 
mipht ning of wiſdom 3 and the knowledge of the HoLvy, is un- 
10 the derſtanding. The fear of the Lord, is to hate .: 
ed by pride, and arrogancy. 
umblef Truſt in the LokD with all thine heart ; and lean not 
N to thine own underſtanding : in all thy ways acknowledge 

were tin; and he ſhall direct thy paths. Put away from thee 
r their a froward mouth ; and perverſe lips put far from thee ; 
ho ue that thou mayeſt walk in the way of good men, and keep 
of the the path of the righteous. 


The way of the wicked is as darkneſs, they now not at 
what they ſtumble; but the path of the Juſt, is as the 
ning light, auhich fhineth more and more unto. * per- 
fe day. 

The curſe of the Lord, is in.the houſe of the wicked ; - 
but he blefſeth the habitation of the jujt + ſurely he ſeorneth 
the ſcorner ; but giveth grace unto the lowly. 

Keep found wiſdom and diſcretion, ſo ſhall they te life 
unto thy ſoul : then fhalt. thou walk in thy way ſafely, . 
and thy foot fhall not tumble. When thou lieſt down, 
theu ſhalt not be afraid; yea, thou ſhalt. lie down, and 
thy fleep ſhall be feet : for the LoxD all be thy - 
wnfidence. 

Happy is 'the man that findeth Wis Dou, and the nan 
that geiteth UNDERSTANDING. Length of days are in 
ter right hand; and in her left hand, riches and 9 
lier ways are ways of pleaſantneſs ; and all her paths are 

P.6 | peact. 
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peace, She is 4 tree of life to them that lay Hold 150 
ber; and happy is every one that retaineth per. 


What you have juſt read, my dear, is a ſmall portion 
of the Book of Proverhs, which conſiſts of a collefic 
of wiſe maxims, written by king Solomon ; you may 
Judge of the value of this work, by the ſpecimen l 
have produced; and I dare ſay, will peruſe the whole 
of it with diligent attention and delight, when you 
have gone through the b:/orical part of the ſcriptures; 
it will be ſufficient to point out to you at preſeat, that 
by Wis pon and UN DBRSTAN DINO, Solomon evident 
ly meant RxLIO Tous Wispom ; that is to ſay, a In. 
edge of the will of Gor, and of the various duties le 
requires us to perform. By the Fear * of the Loxb, 
which is ſaid to be the beginning of this WIspou, you 
are to underſtand, a juſt and proper notion and con- 
ception of Gop, founded on reverence, admiration, lo- 
nour and love of Gop; which will incline us to el his 
protection and favour, and induce us to put our whole 
truſt and confidence in his infinite mercy and gooanths, 
This TRUST in Goo will naturally be productive of 
peace and tranquillity of mind, and will certainly obtain 
the bleing of Gop, which will render the practice of 
REi1icious DuT1zs pleaſant and delightful to us; 
and lead us at length, to the attainment of EveRrLast- 
ING happineſs : ſo that Solomon might truly ſay, 
„% RELIGION is a TREE or LIE f all that lay hald 
upon her, and happy is every one who retaineth ber!“ 

I hope, my dear, you are by this time convinced of 
the value of true wiſdom ; let me therefore earneſt) 


* Biſhop Sherlock's Sermons, 
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perſuade you to learn its precepts : they are ſcattered 
through the ſacred writings, like ſtars in the firma- 
ment; each ſeparately viewed, affords only a gentle 
plimmering light; but if you can collect their rays, 
they will enlighten your mind, ſo that you cannot miſ- 


| take the path that leads to the regions of blifs. May 
| that AIO HTY BEING, who is the fountain of all 
 W1500M, aſſiſt you in the important purſuit! | 
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Kine SOLOMON's waisz IUDGMENT. 


HEN came two women unto the king, 
and ſtood before him. 

And one woman faid, O my lord, this 
woman and I dwell in one houſe : and we 
were together, and there was no ſtranger with 
us in the houſe, 

And this woman's child died in the night; 
becauſe ſhe overlaid it. 5 

And ſhe aroſe at midnight, and took my 


ſon from beſide me, while thine handmaid 


ſept, and laid it in her boſom, and laid her 
dead child in my boſom. 


And when I roſe in the morning to give 


my child fuck, behold it was dead: but 


when I had conſidered it in the morning, 


behold, it was not my ſon, which I did ber, 


And the other woman ſaid, Nay ;. but tie 


living is my ſon, and the dead is thy ſon: 
and this ſaid, No; but the dead is thy fon, 
and the living is my fon, Thus they ſpale 
before the king. 
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Then faid the king, The one faith, This 
's my ſon that liveth, and thy ſon is the dead: 
and the other ſaith, Nay ; but thy ſon is the 
dead, and my ſon is the living. | 
And the king ſaid, Bring me a fk; 

And they brought a ſword before the king. 

And the king ſaid, Divide the living child 
in two, and give half to the one, and half to 
the other. | 

Then ſpake the woman whoſe the living 
child was, unto the king, (for her bowels 
yearned upon her ſon) and ſhe ſaid, O my 
lord, give her the living child, and in no 
wiſe ſlay it: but the other ſaid, Let it be 
neither mine nor thine, but divide it. 

Then the king anſwered and ſaid, Give 
her the living child, and in no wiſe lay it: 
ſhe is the mother thereof. 

And all Iſrael heard of the judgment which 
the King had judged, and they feared the 
king: for they ſaw that the wiſdom of Goo 
was in him, to do judgment. 


ANNOTATIONS A&D REFLECTIONS. 


The diſpute between. the two women was of ſuch an 
intricate nature, as to require uncommon penetration 
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to unravel it; for each aſſerted her right to the living 
child with equal earneſtneſs, and there were no wit. 
neſſes to ſtrengthen the claim of either party : Solo. 
mon however, thought of an expedient which effeQually 
_ diſcovered the real parent. That careleſs: wretch who 
had overlaid her own child, and to cover her guilt had 
ſtolen her neighbour's, readily conſented to the pro. SOLOM( 
poſal of dividing the infant; but paternal love abhor. DAILY 
red the ſhocking idea; and the tender mother, ſolicit. KING] 
ous at all events, to preſerve the life of her little dal. | 
ing, ſubmitted, though not without the ſevereſt pangs, | 
to refign it to her adverſary. From what a weight of A 
woe was her afflicted mind relieved, when fhe heard 
the king's gracious commands to deliver the child to underſta 
her; which ſhe doubtleſs preſſed to her boſom with netz of h 
raptures of delight, whilſt her grateful tongue im. 
plored bleſſings on Solomon |! | 
The * young king gained preat reputation by this And s 
wiſe deciſion, which procured him the reverence of his lom of : 
ſubjects, who were afraid of doing an unjuſt thing, MiWand all t 
when they ſaw that the wi/dom with which God had And t 
promiſed to endue him, was in him; and on this account 


they both loved and feared him. | Lzarlah. 
teph and 
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* Henry's Annotations;. 
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SOLOMON's WISDOM — His PRINCES—. His 
daicy PRO VISIONS —-T AEB ExTENT - or Hs 
KINGDOM. 


ND Solomon was king over all Iſrael. 
And Gop gave Solomon wiſdom and 
underſtanding, exceeding much, and large- 
nels of heart, even as the ſand that is on the 
ea-ſhore, | 
And Solomon's wiſdom excelled the wiſ- 
dom of all the children of the eaſt COTE: 
and all the wiſdom of Egypt. 
And theſe were the princes which he had. 
Lzariah the ſon of Zadok the prieſt, Elio- 
reph and Ahiah the ſons of Shiſha, ſcribes, 
choſhaphat the ſon of Abilud, the re- 
order, 
And Benaiah the ſon of Jehoiada was over 
ie hoſt ; and Zadok was high-prieſt. And 
Mariah the ſon of Nathan was over the of- 
icers: and Zabud the ſon of Nathan was 
principal officer, and the king's friend, 
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of his 
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p had 
count 


And 


And A RS. 
\ And he w was over the houſehold : l 
1 the fon of Abd and Ines, an 
tribute. a Was Over the 95 ; 
And Sod | i hrougat | 
5 
Iſrael, whi pe: To twelve officers over: Jays of h 
„which provided vict r all es rou! 
houſehold, anc uals for the king 
1 , and for all that came to ki 5 
on's | 
s table; each man his As A 
year, Barley and ſtraw alf 2 month in a NNC 
- : ; 4 10 0 
and dromedaries, brought tl 1 The Egy 
place where the ght they unto the Jolomon, 2 
cordi e officers were, cache r em all: 
ording to his charge 5 man . f 
Andi S vil of ſtud) 
Ra on's proviſton for one da Wo which he 
y meaſures of fine flour, and Ps was ordinary 
meaſures of meal, 9 threeſcete dene a 
Ten fat angeme 
cs ngement 
paſtures, and and twenty oxen out of the b kingdon 
r ae an hundred ſheep, beſide ha fit, who p 
e-bucks, and fallow-d uon, ir 
ſowl. | eer, and fatted ; 
Judah pes 
udah and Iſra | peſt to the 
which is W 8 8. were many, as the ſand WW PP 
„ in multitude, eating pe 
A p an making merry. The num 
n 
: Judah and Iſrael dwelt ſafel EY 
An under his vine, and nu h; v, every WM ; none 
oe hs tt r his fig-tree, H happy 
of Solomon. -ſheba, all the Cays 1 
And 8 I the prom 
olomon reigned over all kingdom 1 
gar poſſe 


aas th 

e 
river unto the land of the Phil 
tines, 


\ 


ought preſents, and ſerved Solomon all the 
Jays of his life. And he had peace on all 
des round about him. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


The Egyptians and Chaldeans, were in the days of 
lemon, renowned for wiſdom, and yet he excelled 
em all: for the Lok p enabled him, without the uſual 
vil of ſtudy, to underſtand every branch of knowledge 
o which he applied his mind. He had likewiſe an ex- 
wrdinary power of judging in reſpe& to matters of 
rudence and policy, which he difplayed in the ar- 
mngement of domeſtick affairs, and the regulation of 
u kingdom. By ® having purveyors in every diviſion 


tation, induſtry was encouraged, and wealth diffuſed 
nongſt his ſubjects, becauſe all had their turn in re- 
ect to the ſale of their different commodities ; and 
rery man dwelt ſafely, for the "ny invaded no 
ne's property. 

The number of kings who were *tributary to Solo- 
hon, added alſo to the riches and grandeur of his king- 
om; none of them offered to give him diſturbance, but 
ere happy in their dependance on ſuch a monarch. 
native ſubjects rejoiced in the ample performance 
he promiſes made to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob; 
Ir they were multiplied to an aſtoniſhing degree, and 
ut in poſſeſſion of every means of happineſs this world 


* Henry's Annotations. 
| could 


SOLOMON'S RICHES. 337 
nes, and unto the border of Egypt: they 


fit, who provided for the king's houſehold in regular 


332 ISRAEL'S FELICITY. 


could afford; ſo that they had no cauſe to be ſolicitous 
for any thing, but to ſecure the ing of the Lord, 
which they had been repeatedly aſſured would reya 
their obedience, and this bleſſing included the promi 
of everlaſting felicity. ** Happy were the people why 

d vbere in ſuch a caſe; yea, bleſſed were the people whahad 
the Lo xD for their Gop !?? ; 
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SECT. XLVL 


HIRAM KinG or TYRE SAN DETH ro CONGRATU- 
aT E SOLOMON—TREY Make an ALLIANCE 
TOGETHER. | 


ND Hiram king of Tyre ſent his ſer- 
vants unto Solomon; (for he had 

heard that they had anointed him king in 

the room of his father) for Hiram was ever a 
lover of David. 

And Solomon ſent to Hiram, ſaying, Be- 

old I build an houſe for the name of the 

Lonp my Go, to dedicate it to him. 

Thou knoweſt how that David my father 

could not build an houſe unto the name of 

the LoxD his Gop, for the wars which were 

wout him on every ſide, until the Loxp put 

hem under the ſoles of his feet. 

But now the LoRDp my Gop hath given 

reſt on every ſide, ſo that there is neither 

erſary, nor evil occurrent. 

And behold, I propoſe to build an houſe 

to the name of the Lord my Go, as the 

| LORD 


T. 
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Lord ſpake unto David my father, ſaying, And 
Thy fon, whom I will ſet upon thy thru te hev 
in thy room, he ſhall build an houſe unto m meaſure 
name. 5 fand me 
And the houſe which I build is great: nd be 
great is our God above all gods. Marks of 
But who is able to build him an hou And 
ſeeing the heaven and heaven of heaven Tyre, ſ: 
cannot contain him? who am I then tha Nd, my 
Mould build him an houſe, fave only to bim build hi 
ſacrifice before him? deal wit 
Send me now therefore a man cunning i And | 
work in gold, and in ſilver, and in braſs, the wo! 
in iron, and in purple, and crimſon, anWſercatly, 
blue, and that can {kill to grave with . Becau 
cunning men that are with me in Judah be hath. 
in Jeruſalem, whom David my father a Bleſſe 
provide. dae he 
Send me alſo cedar- .trees, fir-trees, and H David th 
gum-trees, out of Lebanon; for I know thaence an 
thy ſervants can ſkill to cut timber in Levin houſe 
non : and behold __ ſervants ſhall be vit ingdom 
thy ſervants, And! 
Even to prepare me timber in abundzor | have c. 
for the houſe which I am about to builUMeſt to me 
- ſhall be wonderful great. Weoncernir 


And 


imber of 


HIRAM EETTER 


And behold, I will give to thy ſervants, 
the hewers that cut timber, twenty thouſand 
meaſures of beaten wheat, and twenty thou- 
{nd meaſures of barley, and twenty thou- 
ſind baths of wine, and twenty thouſand 
baths of oil. 

And Solomon ſent to Hiram the king of 
Tyre, ſaying, As thou didſt deal with Da- 
vid my father, and didſt ſend him cedars to 
build him an houſe to dwell therein, even fo 
deal with me. 

And it came to paſs when Hiram heard 
the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced 
greatly, and he anſwered in writing, ſaying, 

Becauſe the Lord hath loved his people, 
he hath made thee king over them. 

Bleſſed be the LoRD Gop of Iſrael that 

made heaven and earth, who hath given to 
David the king a wiſe fon, endued with pru- 
dence and underſtanding, that might build 
an houfe for the Logo, and an houſe for his | 
kingdom. 
: And Hiram fent to Solomon faying, 
adance f have conſidered the things that thou ſent- 
build t to me for: and I will do all thy deſire 
concerning timber of cedar, and concerning 
imber of fir, 
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Iſrael; and the levy was thirty thouſand 
men. | : | 

And he ſent them to Lebanon, ten thou- 

fand a month by courſes : a month they were 

in Lebanon, and two months at home: and 


Adoniram was over the levy. 
And Solomon numbered all the ſtrangers 


that were in the land of Iſrael, after the 
numbering wherewith David his father had 
numbered them; and they were found an 
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ters of 
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ſand and ſix hundred. 
And he ſet threeſcore and ten Wa of 


its: ouſand to be hewers in the mountain, and 
on, tree thouſand and fix hundred overſeers to 
brug the people to work. 

; 008 And all the people that were left of 3 


Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 


ſebuſites, which were not of the children of 
rael. a 5 


85 and 


thol-W Their children that were left after them 

houſe- the land, whom the children of Iſrael alſo : 

there not able utterly to deſtroy, upon thoſe 
Id Solomon levy a tribute of bond ſervice 

gether o this day, 

- of all 
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hundred and fifty thouſand and theee thou- | 


them to be bearers of burdens and fourſcore. 
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| | F 
But of the children of Iſrael did Solomon oreat | 
make no bond-men : but they were men M gones. 
war, and his ſervants, and his princes, il And 
his captains, and rulers of his chariots, ax of Egyf 
his horſemen. | linen ya 
And the king contin and the 
brought great nb coſtly ſtones, and hey 
ed ſtones, to lay the foundation of the houk 9 8 
And Solomon's builders, and Hiram TR: 
„ did hew them, and the ſtone-ſ{qua yr and 
: ſo they prepared timber and Robey err the 
build the houſe. ; had never 
And Hiram king of Tyre furniſhed Sol ſry join 
P 22 . . David wa: 
mon with gold according to his deſire, [3 of Hi 
And king Solomon made a navy of ſhin... the 
in Ezion-geber, which 1s beſide Eloth, Materials 
the ſhore of the Red-ſea, in the land (| SAR 
Wow ipper of 
8 : b lad power 
And Hiram ſent in the navy his ſervant 
fhipmen that had knowledge of the ſea, vu , incl 
the ſervants of Solomon. lat Solom 
And they came to Ophir, and fet 2 5955 
thence gold four hundred and twenty talent 7 5 
and brought it to king Solomon. A 4 
And the navy alſo of Hiram that bro; but 
gold from Ophir, brought in from Op e com 
e | Quired fro 


ore 5 
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oreat plenty of almug-trees, and precious 
ſtones. | 
And Solomon had linen yarn brought out 
of Egypt: the king's merchants received the 
linen yarn at a price. 
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ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


have already mentioned to you, my dear, that 
Tyre and Sidon were famous trading cities ; they lay 
near the ſea, in the border of Iſrael : their inhabitants 
had never been at enmity with Iſrael, excepting when 
hey joined the general confederacy, and therefore 
David was not commiſſioned to deſtroy them. It is 
ſad of Hiram their king, (who is ſuppoſed to have 
deen the ſon of that monarch who ſupplied David with 
naterials for his city) hat he was ever a lover of Da- 
vid; and we have reaſon to think that he was a wor- 
per of the true Gop, though he might not have 
ad power to reform his ſubjects. 
Lebanon was a noble foreſt in the north of Ca- 
aan, included in the grant of that land to Iſrael, ſo 
hat Solomon was a proprietor of all its products; but 
ls ſubjets, who had been moſtly trained to war in 
David's time, were now chiefly employed in cultivating 
nd diſpenſing the plenty of their land, and therefore, 
ot filled like the Sidonians, in arts and manufac- 
ures; but they were able to ſpare corn and other va- 
lable commodities, in return for the 2 they 
quired from their neighbours, 

Q 2 7 5 The 
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The alliance with Hiram was convenient to Sch. 
mon'in another particular, of great conſequence to hi 
work; which was, the ſkill of the Tyrians in maritime 
affairs, in which it ſeems the Iſraelites were deficient 
No nation in thoſe days, was ſo well acquainted yi 
navigation as we are at this time ; for the uſe of the 
loadſtone was as yet undiſcoyered, and having no con. 
paſſes, they could not venture far out to ſea, but mad 

only coaſting voyages, as they are called. 
' Huram, the man who was ſent by Hiram, ſeems ike 
Bezaleel, to have been endued with peculiar ingenuiy, 
in order to qualify him for preparing the ornament 
of the Temple; his aſſiſtance muſt have been eſteenel 
by Solomon a valuable acquiſition. 
Thoſe among the Canaanites who had embraced th 
true religion, were allowed to dwell with the Iſraelite, 
and there is no doubt but their lives were made com- 
fortable to them; and by being employed in prepar- 
tions for the temple, they were in ſome meaſure ſar 
fied; for though a laborious, it was an honourable ul 
neſs; and on this account the Iſraelites thought it 
diſgrace to hew timber, and cut marble and ſtone, i 
be wrought by the Tyrian maſons and carvers. Di 
ferent workmen were employed in levelling mou 
Moriah, in order to prepare it for the foundation d 
the Temple. 

From the interchange of commodities between d 
fomon and Hiram, we may take occaſion to obſerye 
great advantages of Commerce. Gop has ſcattered 
his bounty among all lands; but every country pt 
duces. ſomething peculiar to itſelf, and deſirable if 
others, which leads men to travel from place to pl 


f order 

yhuch ar 
vich the! 
ecei ved, 
arth mi; 
znce fro: 
he gifts 5 
pho live 
hut com 
ſerves as 
lumanity 


8 BENEFITS OF COMMERCE. 342 


to Solo. 
ace to hi 

maritime 
deficient 
nted with 
iſe of the 
7 no con. 


but made 


g order to procure thoſe cenveniencies and delicacies 
yhich are not to be found at home; and as they carry 
ith them what others wiſh to poſſeſs, they are joyfully 
eccived, and willingly ſupplied : by this means the 
arth might become one great family, receiving aſſiſt- 
ice from their brethren, and ſharing amongſt them 
te gifts of their Hz avenLy FATHER. Thoſe nations 
ho live /ecladed, are generally ſavage and ferocious ; 
but commerce introduces the arts of civilization, and 
mes as a means of propagating true religion and 
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THE BuiLDING or SOLOMON's TEMPLE, ill p 

= YE, pake u 

N D it came to paſs in the four hundred And 

and fourſcore year after the children Ml, an 

of Iſrael were come out of the land of Egypt, And 
in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over {fvith bo 
Iſrael, in the month Zif, which is the ſe. Nouſe, a 
cond month, that he began to build the houſe Ncovered 
of the Logp. | covered 

In mount Moriah, where the Loy ap- Mr fr. 

peared unto David his father, in the threſh- And 
ing- floor of Ornan the Jebuſite. carved 1 
David had given to Solomon his ſon the Was ced; 
pattern of all that he had received by the Mid the 
Spirit, alſo gold and filver by weight, for al And | 
inſtruments of every kind of ſervice. ſtones fo 
And the houſe when it was in building, I Parvaitr 
was built of ſtone, made ready before it ws And 
brought thither : ſo that there was neither Hvichin, 
hammer, nor ax, nor any tool of iron head of the I. 
in the houſe, while it was in building. And! 
And the word of the Loxp came to Solo- Mcherubir 
mon, ſaying, Vith go! 


Concerning 
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Concerning this houſe which thou art in 
building, if thou wilt walk in my ſtatutes, 
and execute my judgments, and keep all 
my commandments to walk in them: then 
111 I perform my word with thee, which 1 
ſpake unto David thy father. 

And I will dwell among the children of Iſ- 
xx], and will not forſake my people Iſrael. 
And he built the walls of the houſe within 
with boards of cedar, both the floor of the 
ouſe, and the walls of the cieling : and he 
covered them on the inſide with wood, and 
covered the. floor of the houſe with planks 
df fir, 
And the cedar of the houſe within was 
carved with knops, and open flowers: all 
was cedar, there was no ſtone ſeen; and over- 
lad the houſe within with pure gold. 
And he garniſhed the houſe with precious 


| ſtones for beauty: and the gold was gold of 
11ding, WMParvaim. | 
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it was And the oracle he prepared in the houſe 
1cither Within, to ſet there the ark of the covenant- 
heard Wo the Lon p. 


And in the moſt holy houſe he made two 
cherubims of image work, and overlaid them 


with gold. | | 
Q «4. The 


Solo- 


erning 
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The wings of theſe cherubinis ſpread them. WM ind c. 
ſelves forth twenty cubits : and they ſtood on Bi ©: up 
their feet, and their faces were inward, thereo 

And he made a partition before the oracle Mo 
with chains of gold. a molt 

And he made the vail of blue, and purple, of oxe 
and crimſon, and fine linen, and wrought N towarc 
cherubims thereon. three t 

And he made alſo ten candleſticks of pure WM tze ea! 

gold, and ſet five on the right hand, and fe He 
on the left, with their lamps before the oracle, W:1.« rig 
And for the entering of the oracle he in ther 
made doors of olive- tree. | bornt- 

And againſt the wall of the houſe he built the fea 
chambers round abour, againſt the walls of Her 
the houſe round about, both of the temple, Win the t 
and of the oracle: and he made chambers Won the 
round about. And Solomon built a porch bons of 
before the temple. Furt 

And he caſt two pillars of braſs, and two prieſts, 
chapiters of molten braſs, to ſet upon the tops ¶ the cou 
of the pillars; and nets of chequer work, and Wl And 

- wreaths of chain work, feven for one chapiter, ]Wvith th 
and ſeven for the other, with pomegranates: Nef ceda: 
and the chapiters were of hly work. And 

And he ſet up the pillars in the porch of WMzbout, : 


the temple : and he ſet up the right * and oft 
_ | an 
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00d on 
H 

oracle 


Durple, 
rought 


If pure 
nd five 
oracle, 
cle he 


e built 
alls of 
emple, 
umbers 

porch 


ad two 
1e tops 


k, and 


apiter : | 


mates: 


"rch of 


pillar, 


and 


Jon the left. 


FURNITURE OF THE TEMPLE. 345 


and called the name thereof Jachin: and he 
ſet up the left pillar, and called the name 
thereof Boaz. 


Moreover he made an altar of braſs; ; alſo. 


2 molten ſea, and under it was the ſimilitude 
of oxen; it ſtood upon twelve, three looking 
towards the north, three towards the weſt, 
three towards the fouth, and three cowards 
the eaſt, 

He made alſo ten lavers, and put five on 
the right hand, and five on the left, to waſh 
in them : ſuch things as they offered for the 
burnt-offering they waſhed in them; but 
the fea was for the prieſts to waſh 1n. 

He made alſo ten tables, and placed them 
in the temple, five on the right ſide, and five 


ſons of gold, and veſſels in great abundance. 


Furthermore he made the court of the 


prieſts, and the great court, and doors for 
the court overlaid with braſs. 
And he built the inner court round about 


df cedar beams. 
And Solomon built the chambers round 
about, and the treaſures of the houſe of Gop, 
and of the dedicated things, namely, 


5 The 


vith three rows of hewed ſtones, and a ro- 


And he made an hundred ba- 
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The meat-offerings, the frankincenſe, and 
the veſſels, the tithes of the corn, the ney 
wine and the oil, and the offerings of the 
Prieſts. 1 
And Solomon made a brazen ſcaffold, and 


ſet it in the midſt of the court. 
In the fourth year was the foundation of 


the houſe of the Loxp laid, in the month 
Zir . 

And the eleventh year, in the month Bil, 
(which is the eighth month) was the houſe 
finiſhed, throughout all the parts thereof, 
and according to all the faſhion of it: ſo was 
he ſeyen years in building it. 


' ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


You have now, my dear, read a deſcription of the 
magnif cent temple which Solomon erected to the name 
of the Lord in Jeruſalem. 

The ſecond day of the month Zif, on which it was 
begun, anſwered to our 27th of April. Mount Mo- 
riah, where it was ſituated, was either a part of mount 
Sion, or a hill of leſs compaſs near it. The front ol 
the temple was turned towards the eaſt. | 

It is not material to explain to you the exact di. 
menſions of its ſeveral parts, you will judge that it was 
capacious; I ſhall therefore only take notice of a few 


particulars that require explanation, 
There 
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DIVISIONS OF THE TEMPLE. » 30% 


There was great reſemblance between the T ABER 
Lacht which was made in the days of Moſes, and So- 
lmm's TEMPLE; only, as the former was defigned to 
be occaſionally removed, and the latter to be fixed, 
ons was made of more durable materials than the 
other: their uſe was the ſame, to ſerve as à repoſitory 
lor the ARK of the TESTIMONY, which might be con- 
fidered as God's earthly throne, on which he mani- 
feled his Divine PRESENCE. | 
Inſtead of the curtains and boards which compoſed 
the different apartments and courts of the tabernacle, . 
the temple was built with the moſt coſtly tones and 
timber that could be procured, and ornamented witk 
gold, filver, and jewels, purchaſed with the natural 
produce of that land which he had ſanctified; and with 
theſe commodities were the foreign artifiters alſo paid. 
What is called the Housz or TELE, anſwered to 
the HoLYy PLACE, or SANCTUARY in the tabernacle. 
The ORacLe.built for the reception of the Ark, was 


"I and 


e new 
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d, and 


10n of 
month 


h Bul, 
houſe 
1ereof, 
ſo was 


5. a ſquare room within the temple. The Vair ſerved. 
n of th to divide the Hol PLace from the MosT HorLy, 
he nane and chere was a door beſides. The Pox H which ſtood . 
| before the temple, added grandeur to the building 
u it w ind it is ſuppoſed that there was a wall to ſeparate 
nt M. them, ſo that the TEMPLE might ſtand wholly by it- - 
# ag elf, and alſo be ſhut up occaſionally, . 
front of In reſpect to the number and uſes of the CRAu- 
x BERS which were built againſt the wall of the Hovse, 
xact di- it is not poſſible to come to any certainty; but as there 
at it ws ds a ſtair-caſe from the temple, it is ſuppoſed that 


l ſome of the ſacred things were depoſited there; and al- 
ſo that they ſerved for the accommodation of the prieſts, 
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to keep the utenſils of the TzMPLE, and the ſacred gate wa 
veſtments; and alſo for the prieſts to eat their portion place W 
of the ſacrifices in. Beſides the chambers adjoining to about b 
the temple, there were others in the courts for variow 8olor 
uſes. this nol 

The two large pillars which Solomon erected, we the Loi 
ſuppoſed to have been 7»/cribed with the aver; Jacaiy he wou 
and Boaz, from whence they took their names, IF His D 
CHIN, ſignified RE Hall efabliſh. Boaz, frength it in his peo 


HIM ; intended to remind the king and people of their 
entire dependance on an ALMIGHTY power, 

The PRIESTS court was ſeparated from the court of 
the Cox REGATION, by a low wall, ſufficient to keep 
the people from obſtructing the buſineſs of the prieſt, 
but low enough for them to ſee without, what was do- 
ing within. | 

The Brazen SEA and LAVERS, were for the waſh- 
ings and purifications which the law required to be 
performed; and there were a great number of veſſel 
beſides ; but it is not material to enlarge on their uſes, 
as our religion does not enjoin us to offer ſacrifices, 
You will, in the next Section read, for what purpoſe 
the BrRazen SCAFFOLD was erected. 

As no ſteps were allowed to go up to the altar which 
was placed in the midſt of the court, it is ſuppoſed that 
there were eaſy ascenTs to it, both for the king and 
people; the entrances to which were by Gars, of 
theſe there were three on three fides of the temple, 
eaſt, north, and ſouth; and two on the weſt. At one 
of the weſtern gates was the Kix 's aſcent, built in4 
very ſuperb and coſtly manner; at the other weſem 


gate was a way for the people in general: at the ſouth 
0 gate 


. HOUSE OF ASUPPIM. 39 


he ſacred pate was the Houss or AsvuPPim, ſuppoſed to be the 
ir portion place where the prieſts and Levites aſſembled at times, 
oining to about buſineſs relating to the temple. 


Solomon muſt have had great pleaſure in erecting 


r various 
dis noble edifice for ſuch holy purpoſes ; eſpecially as 


Qed, are the LoxD vouchſafed to aſſure him, that on condition 
Jacaiy he would be mindful of the covenant made with David, 
es. [he His Divine PRESENCE would certainly dzve/[amongtt 
upth it in lis people, and never for /ate them. | 
e of their 
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\HUS all the work that Solomon made 


for the houſe of the Loxp was finiſh- 2a 
ed: and Solomon brought in all the things a3 
that David his father had dedicated; and * 
the ſilver and the gold, and all the inſtru- 3 
ments put he among the treaſuries of the hl 
houſe of Gop. * 
Then Solomon aſſembled the elders of Ml , © 
Iſrael, and all the heads of the tribes, the 46h 
chief of the fathers of the children of [ſrael 5 
unto Jeruſalem, to bring up the ark of the gat j 
covenant of the Lord out of the city of Da- ¶ ne RE 
vid, which is Zion. c 
Wherefore all the men of Iſrael aſſembled M 
themſelves unto the king in the feaſt, which 8 
was in the ſeventh month. ory 
And all the elders of Iſrael came; and . 
the Levites took up the ark. 4k 


And they brought up the ark, and the ta- 


bernacle of the congregation, and all the holy 
; vellels 


Egypt 
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veſſels that were in the tabernacle, theſe did 
the prieſts and the Levites bring up. 

Alſo king Solomon and all the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael that were aſſembled unto him 
before the ark, ſacrificed ſheep and oxen 
which could not be told nor numbered for 
multitude. 

And the prieſts brought in the a of 
the covenant of the Loxp unto his place, 
to the oracle of the houſe, into the moſt 
holy place, even under the wings of the 
cherubims.. 

For the cherubims ſpread forth their 
wings over the place of the ark, and the 
cherubims covered the ark and the ſtaves 
thereof above. 

And they drew out the ſtaves of the aid 
that the ends of the ſtaves were ſeen Gans. 
the ark before the oracle; but they were not 
ſen without. And there it is unto this 
day. | 55 

There was nothing in the ark ſave the two 
tables which Moſes put therein at Horeb, 
when the LoxD made a covenant with the 
children of Iſrael, when they came out of 
Egypt. 

And 


* 
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And it came to paſs when the prieſts were And 


come out of the holy place: (for all the the wh 
prieſts that were preſent were ſanctified, ang te co: 


did not then wait by courſe :) And 
Alſo the Levites which were the ſingers, MW!ſrac! 
all of them of Aſaph, of Heman, of Jedu- Wvhich 
thun, with their ſons and their brethren, be. WI David, 
ing arrayed in white linen, having cymbals Sinc. 
and pſalteries and harps, ſtood at the eat people 
end of the altar, and with them an hundred city am 
and twenty prieſts ſounding with trumpets: an hou! 
It came even to paſs, as the trumpeters ]Wreither 
and ſingers were as one, to make one ſound people 
to be heard in praiſing and thanking the But! 
Loxp; and when they lift up their voice night! 
with the trumpets and cymbals, and inſtru- be over 
ments of muſic, and praiſed the Lox ſaying, Now 
For he is good: for his mercy endureth for ther to 
ever: that then the houſe was filled with a Lozb ( 
cloud, even the houſe of the Lozp ; But t 
So that the prieſts could not ſtand to mi- Foraſm 
niſter by reaſon of the cloud: for the glory n hou! 
of the Log D had filled the houſe of Gov. It was i 
Then ſaid Solomon, the Lorp hath aid, Noty 
that he would dwell in the thick darkneſs. houſe; 
But I have built an houſe of habitation for thy! 

name. 


thee, and a place for thy dwelling for ever. 
And 


x 
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And the king turned his face and bleſſed 


the whole congregation of Iſrael: and all 
the congregation of Iſrael ſtood. 

And he faid, Bleſſed be the LoxD Gop of 
Izel who hath with his hands fulfilled that 
which he ſpake with his mouth to my father 


ts were 
all the 
d, and 


noers, 
Jedu- 


n, be. David, ſaying, 
mbals Since the day that I brought forth i my 
e eit people out of the land of Egypt, I choſe no 


ndred city among all the tribes of Iſrael to build 
pets: an houſe in, that my name might be there; 
peters either choſe I any man to be ruler over * 
ſound people Iſrael: 
o the But I have choſen Jeruſalem that my name 
voice MW night be there: and have choſen David to 
\ſtru- be over my people Iſrael : 
ying, Now it was in the heart of David my fa- 
h for ther to build an houfe for the name of the 
ith a Load Gop of Ifrael. 

But the Lok D faid to Dei my 89 
mi- Foraſmuch as it was in thine heart to build 


glory WJ” houſe for my name, thou didſt well in that 
5. It was in thine heart: 3 
ſaid, . Notwithſtanding, thou ſhalt not build the 
ſs. houſe; but thy ſon which ſhall come forth out 


ak thy loins, he ſhall build the houſe for my 
name. 


n for 
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The Loxp therefore hath performed his 
word that he hath ſpoken : for I am riſen u 
in the room of David my father, and am ſet 
on the throne of Iſrael, as the Lox pto- 
miſed, and have built the houſe for the name 
of the LoRD Gop of Iſrael, 

And in it have I put the ark; wherein i 
the covenant of the Lok that he made with 
the children of Iſrael, 

And he ſtood before the altar of the Lon 
in the preſence of all the congregation of If. 
rael, and ſpread forth his hands; 

For Solomon had made a brazen ſcaffold, 
of five cubits long, and five cubits broad, 
and three cubits high, and had ſet it in the 
midſt of the court: and upon it he ſtood, and 
kneeled down upon his knees before all the 
congregatien of Iſrael, and ſpread forth his 
hands towards heaven, 

And ſaid, O Load Gop of Iſrael, there i 
no God like thee in the heaven, nor in the 
earth; which keepeſt covenant, and ſheweſ 
mercy unto thy ſervants, that walk before 
thee with all their hearts: 

Thou which haſt kept with thy ſervant 
David my father that which thou haſt pro- 


miſed him; and ſpakeſt with thy mouth, 


and 
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and haſt fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is 
this day. | 

Now therefore, O Lord Gop of Iſrael, 
keep with thy ſervant David, my father, that 
which thou haſt promiſed him, ſaying, There 
ſhall not fail thee a man in my fight to fit 
upon the throne of Iſrael; yet fo that thy 
children take heed to their way to walk 1n 
my law, as thou haſt walked before me. 

Now then, O Lox p Gop of Iſrael let thy 
word be verified which thou haſt ſpoken unto 
thy ſervant David. | 

But will Gop in very deed dwell with 
men on the earth! behold, heaven, and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ; how 
much leſs this houſe which I have built? 

Have reſpect therefore to the. prayer of 
thy ſervant, and to his ſupplication, O LozD 
my Gop, to hearken unto the cry and the 
prayer which thy ſervant prayeth before thee: 

That thine eyes may be open upon this 
louſe day and night, upon the place whereof 
lou haſt ſaid, that thou wouldeſt put thy 
name there; to hearken unto the prayer 
wich thy ſervant prayeth towards this place. 

Hearken therefore unto the ſupplications 
of thy ſervant and of thy people Iſrael, which 

they 


' > 
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they ſhall make towards this place: hear thou 
from thy dwelling-place, even from heaven; 
and when thou heareſt, forgive. 

If a man fin againſt his neighbour, and an 
oath be laid upon him to make him ſwear 
and the oath come before thine altar in this 
houſe ; | | 

Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and 


judge thy ſervants, by requiting the wicked, 


by recompenſing his way upon his own head, 
and by juſtifying the righteous, by giving 
him according to his righteouſneſs. 


And if thy people Iſrael be put to the 


worſe before the enemy, becauſe they have 
ſinned againſt thee; and ſhall return and 
confeſs thy name, and pray and make ſup- 
plication before thee in this houſe; 

Then hear thou from the heavens, and for- 
give the ſin of thy people Iſrael, and bring 
them again unto the land which thou gaveſt 
to them and to their fathers. 

When the heaven is ſhut up,. and there is 
no rain, becauſe they have ſinned againſt 
thee; yet if they pray towards this place and 
confeſs thy name, and turn from their fn 
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thou Then hear thou from heaven, and forgive 
wen; the fin of thy ſervants, and of thy people Iſ- 
nel, when thou haſt taught them the good 
nd an may wherein they ſhould walk; and ſend 
wear, WW rain upon thy land which thou haſt given 
n this unto thy people for an inheritance. | 
If there be dearth in the land, if there be 
peſtilence, if there be blaſting, or mildew, 
locuſts, or caterpillars : if their enemies be- 
ſiege them in the cities of their land; whatſo- 
ever ſore, or whatſoever ſickneſs there be : 

Then what prayer or what ſupplication 
ſoever ſhall be made of any man, or of all 
thy people Iſrael, when every one ſhall know 
his own fore and his own grief, and ſhall 
ſpread forth his hands in this houſe : 

Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling- 
place, and forgive, and render unto every man 
according unto all his ways, whoſe heart 
thou knoweſt; (for thou only knoweſt the 
hearts of the children of men:) 

That they may fear thee, to walk in thy 
Ways, ſo long as they live in the land which 
tou gaveſt unto our fathers. 

Moreover concerning the ſtranger, which 
s not of thy people Iſrael, but is come from 
a far country for thy great name's ſake, and 
thy 
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thy mighty hand, and thy ſtretched out arm, 
if they come and pray in this houſe : 

Then hear thou from the heavens, eye 
from thy dwelling-place, and do according 
to all that the ſtranger calleth to thee far 
that all people of the earth may know thy 
name, and fear thee, as doth thy people 
Iſrael, and may know that this houſe which 
J have built is called by thy name. 

If thy people go out to war againſt thei 
enemies by the way that thou ſhalt ſend 
them, and they pray unto thee toward thi 
city which thou haſt choſen, and the houſe 
which I have built for thy name; 

Then hear thou from the heavens, their 
prayer and their ſupplication, and maintain 
their cauſe. 

If they ſin againſt thee, (for there 1s no 
man which ſinneth not,) and thou be angry 
with them, and deliver them over before 
their enemies, and they carry them ama) 
captives unto a land far off or near; 

Yet if they bethink themſelves in the land 
whither they are carried captive, and turi 
and pray unto thee in the land of their cap: 
tivity, ſaying, We have ſinned, we have done 
amiſs, and have dealt wickedly ; 
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they return to thee with all their heart 
a with all their ſoul in the land of their 
cptivity, whither they have carried them 
captives, and pray towards their land which 
thou gaveſt unto their fathers, and toward 
the city which thou haſt choſen, and toward 
the houſe which I have built for thy name: 

Then hear thou their prayer and their 
ſupplication in heaven thy enen 
and maintain their cauſe, 

And forgive thy people that have fined 
againſt thee, and all their tranſgreſſions 
wherein they have tranſgreſſed againſt thee, 
and give them compaſſion before them who 
carried them captive, that they may have 
compaſſion on them : 

For they be thy people and thine inheri- 
tance, which thou broughteſt forth out of 
Egypt, from the midſt of the furnace of iron: 

That thine eyes may be open unto the 
ſupplication of thy ſervant, and unto the 
ſupplication of thy people Iſrael, to hearken 
unto them in all that they call for unto thee. 

Then hear thou from the heavens, even 
from thy dwelling-place, their prayer and 
their ſupplications, and maintain their cauſe, 

and 
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and forgive thy people which have freq 
againſt thee. 

Now my Gop, let, I befeech "IE thine 
eyes be open, and let thine ears be attent un. 
to the prayer that is made in this place. 

Now therefore ariſe, O LoRD Gob, into 
thy reſting- place, thou, and the ark of th 
ſtrength: let thy prieſts, O Lokp Gop be 
cloathed with ſalvation, and let thy faint 
rejoice in goodnels. 

O Lok Gop, turn not away the face d 
thine anointed : remember the mercies df 
David thy ſervant. 

For thou didſt ſeparate them from among 


all the people of the earth, to be thine inhe- 


ritance, as thou ſpakeſt by the hand of Ms 
ſes thy ſervant, when thou broughteſt our fi 
thers out of Egypt, O Lord Gop. 

And it was ſo, that when Solomon had 
made an end of praying all this prayer and 
ſupplication unto the Lorp, he aroſe fron 
before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling 
on his knees, with his hands ſpread up © 
heaven. : 

And he ſtood, and bleſſed all the congre 
gation of Iſrael, with a loud voice, ſaying 
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gleſſed be the Loxb, that hath given reſt 
ito his people Iſrael, according to all that 
he promiſed: there hath not failed one word 
ff all his good promiſe, which he promiſed 
7 the hand of Moſes his ſervant, 


e. 

p, inte The Lon p our Gop be with us, as he 

of ty with our fathers: let him not leave us 

30D be or forſake-us : 

V faint That he may incline our kedrty unto him, 
o walk in all his ways, and to keep his 

face ofommandments, and his ſtatutes, and his 

cies od gments, which he commanded our fa- 
hers, 

mm | And let theſe my words wherewith I have 

e inle- ade ſupplication before the Lonp, be nigh 

of Morte the LORD our Gop day and night, that 

our maintain the cauſe of his ſervant, and the 
aſe of his people Iſrael at all times, as the 

on ha atter ſhall require: | 

yer aul That all the people of the earth may know 

© front the Lonp is Gob, and that there is 

necling i” - elle. 

| up u Let your heart therefore be perfect with 
e Lonp our Gop, to walk in his ſtatutes, 

congre dio keep his commandments, as at this 

ING, 4 
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And the king, and all Iſrael with him, d Mo: 
fered ſacrifice before the Lord. of the 
Now when Solomon had made an end oi! 03 : 
praying, the fire came down from heavedM.nd the 
and conſumed the burnt-offering and ti the bra 
ſacrifices; and the glory of the Loxo fille vs no 
the houſe. and the 
And the prieſts could not enter into t Alſo 
houſe of the Loxp, becauſe the glory of thMfcalt ſe. 
Loo had filled the Lord's houſe. very gr. 
And when all the children of Iſrael ſain of H 
how the fire came down, and the glory oi And 
the Loxp upon the houſe, they bowed them{{emn a1 
ſelves with their faces to the ground upoiſ! the a 
the pavement, and worſhipped, and prailgl*)s- 
the Lok, ſaying, For he is good; for 4nd c 
mercy endureth for ever. Jeventh | 
Then the king and all the people offer beir ten 
ſacrifices before the Lord. $ovunels 
And the prieſts waited on their offices David, 2 
the Levites alſo with inſtruments of mu Veople. 
of the Lok D, which David the king hd Thus 
made to praiſe the Loxp, becauſe his mem , ar 
endureth for ever, when David praiſed e int 
their miniſtry: and the prieſts ſounded tu ouſe of: 
pets before them, and all Iſrael ſtood. roſperor 
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FEAST OF DEDICATION. 383 


Moreover, Solomon hallowed the middle 
of the court that was before the houſe of the 
LoxD : for there he offered -burnt offerings, 
and the fat of the peace-offerings, becauſe 
the brazen altar which Solomon had made 
vs not able to receive the burnt-offerings, 
and the meat- offerings, and the fart. 

Alſo at the ſame time Solomon kept the 
fealt ſeven days, and all Iſrael with him, a 
very great congregation, from the entering 


. 


un, ol. 


end of 
heaver 
ind the 
D filled 


nto thi 
y of thi 


rael ain of Hamath unto the river of Egypt. _ 
glory ol And in the eighth day they made a, ſo- 
d thenMemn aſſembly : for they kept the dedication 
nd upolfſo! the altar ſeven days, and the feaſt ſeven 
1 praise). 


And on the three and twentieth day of the 
ſerenth month he ſent the people away into 
heir tents, glad and merry in heart for the 
gocdneſs that the Loxp had ſhewed unto 
David, and to Solomon, and to Iſrael his 
People. 


for hi 
e offen 


offices 
of mu 
eing 04 


is mer ond, and the king's houſe : and all that 


raiſed me into Solomon's heart to make in the 
ed tu ouſe of the LoRb, and in his own houſe, he 
1, rolperoully effected. 


foreave R 3 And 


Thus Solomon finiſhed the houſe of the 


APPEAR ETH. 


8 THE LORD 


And the Lord appeared to Solomon b 
night, and ſaid unto him, I have heard thy 
prayer, and have choſen this place to my 
for an houſe of ſacrifice. 

If I ſhut up heaven that there be no rain 
or if I command the locuſts to devour the 
land, or if J ſend peſtilence among m 
people: 

If my people which are called by n 
name, ſhall humble themſelves and pray, ant 
ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven and vil 
forgive their ſin, and will heal their land. 
"Now mine eyes ſhall be open, and min 
ears attent unto the Prayer that is made 
this place. 

For now I have choſen and ſanctifed th 
houfe, that my name may be there for ever 
and mine eyes and mine heart ſhall be then 
perpetually. 

And as for thee, if thou wilt walk befor 
me, as David thy father walked, and do a 
cording to all that I have commanded the 
and ſhalt Oe my en! and my judg 


ments; 

Then will I' ſtabliſh the throne of ti 
kingdom, according as I have covenant 
Ne . vit 


C 


with D 
ot fail 
But 1 
ind my 
before 
gods, at 
Then 
ut ofen 
Ind this 
y nam 
wil mal 
mong a 
And t 
u aſton; 
t; fo th 
lone thy 
Jouſe ? 
And it 
book 
nich br. 
pt, an 
bipped t 


lath he b. 


Then 
nto the 


IN he I 


COVENANT OF THE LORD. 365. 


wich David thy father, ſaying, There ſhall 
ot fail thee a man to be ruler in Iſrael. 
But if ye turn away and forſake my ſtatutes 
ind my commandments which I have ſet. 
efore you, and. ſhall go and; n other 
ods, and worſhip: them. 
Then will I pluck them up by the: roots 
ut of my land, which I have given them; 
nd this houſe which I have ſanctified for 
name, will I caſe out of my ſight, and 
jill make it to be a proverb and a n 
ong all nations. 
And this houſe, which: h Mats ll 
n aſtoniſhment to every one that paſſeth by 
t; ſo that he ſhall ſay, Why hath the Lozxp 
lone thus unto this land, and unto this 
Jouſe ? 
And it mall * anſwered, 8 they 
wok the Lord Gop of their fathers, 
ich brought them forth out of the land of 
ot, and laid hold on other gods, and wor- 
bipped them and ſerved them: therefore 
th he brought all this evil upon them. 
Then Solomon offered burnt-offerings 
ito the LogD on the altar of the LoRD, 
aca he had built before the porch ; 
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366 ORDINANCES OBSERVED. | 
Even after a certain rate every day, offer. iſ: b. 
ing according to the commandment of Mo. BF'”** 
fes, on the ſabbaths, and on the new moons * 
| . ö ore his 

and on the ſolemn feaſts, three times in the 41000 1 
year, even in the feaſt of unleavened bread, Mond; 
and in the feaſt of weeks, and in the feaſt of Mt: guar 
tabernacles. | 
And he appointed, according to the order =p 
of David his father, the courſes of the prieh re, . 
to their ſervice, and the Levites to thei : 
charges, to praiſe and miniſter before thei yp 
eekly at 


prieſts, as the duty of every day required: 0 
the porters alſo by their courſes, at even .... . 
gate: for ſo had David the man of Gov pn. 
commanded. orning 2 

And they departed not from the com > 


DON v p 
mandment of the King unto the prieſts and _ 
e 

Levites, concerning any matter, or concerts 


bo and p 
ing the treaſures. ou find, 


ere aſſem 
What a 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. en ! eſpe 
hich were 
lick and 
ercies of 
eſerve the 
ſpired by 
Mmns mad 


David conducted the Ark to JerRUsALEM Wil 
every teſtimony of reſpect that it was in his power 
ſhew; but the magnificence of the preſent ſolemait 
far exceeded that of the former. David bad himki 
provided for this, by appointing the number and che 


of the attendants on the temple ſervice, You have a 
Salk . ready 


TEMPLE SERVICE. 367 
ady been informed that the whole tribe of Levi was 
eparated to the Lok D. 

When David aſſembled the princes, &c. a liztle be- 
dre his death, the Levites amounted to 38, ooo. 
4,000 were to forward the work of the Hovse of the 
08D; 6,000 were officers and judges; 4,000 were 
he guards of the TEMPLE ; and 4,000 were to praife 
e Lox b with muſical inſtruments ; and as more would 
e wanted after the Temple was built, inſtead of wait- 
ng till they were thirty years old, they were, for the 
dtore, to enter on their employments at twenty. David 
reed that the prieſts and Levites ſhould be divided 
to twenty-four courſes by lot; each courſe to give a 
eekly attendance at the Temple in their turns. The 
en who were {kilful in ſinging, amounted at that time 
283: twelve of theſe were to ſtand with cymbals, 
d pſalteries, and harps on common days, every 
orning and evening to praiſe the LorD, and to be 
ined by at leaſt 166 of their brethren, who played 
pon various muſical inſtruments, 

On the preat feſtivals all the ſingers attended, to 
ag and play ſucceſſively, and at leaſt 4, ooo muſicians. 
ou find, that the whole body of prieſts and Levites 
re aſſembled at the dedication of the Temple. 

What a grand and ſolemn ſervice muſt this have 
en! eſpecially with the addition of David's pſalms, 
hich were given to the chief muſician, to be ſet to 
uick and ſung in order to commemorate the ſignal 


, Offer- 
of Mo. 
moons, 
in the 
| bread, 
feaſt of 


1e Order 
e prieſt 
to their 
fore tle 
quired; 
t every 


of God 


je com- 
jeſts and 
*ONCerts 


ONS. 
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| er N 5 

4 3 *. ercies of Gop to David and his people; and alſo to. 
4 line tlerve the prophecies contained in them, which were 
12 i% bired by the Hol v SPIRIT. Singing theſe divine 
„ an — 


mns ma le a very agreeable part of publick worſhip, 
R 4 and 


ou have a 


ready 
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368 THANKSGIVING: PSALMS. 


and ſerved at once to publiſh David's gratitude; and i, Hard 
excite the ſame ſentiments in the minds of the people. day 
Many of them are ſo particularly applicable to this cc. hen 


caſion, that I think they will help your imagination, in my vor. 


forming an idea of the ſolemnity, reverence, and hoy Forty 
tranſports, which muſt have filled the hearts of th , ſaid 
who aſlifted at it, 3 
It is likely, that on taking up the Ark, they made Uto 
uſe of the uſual form of words. | . 
Let 03 ariſe, and let bis encmies be ſcattered l When 
them alſo that hate him, fits before him, Ee. bop pf. 
When they approached the temple, we may ſuppoſ Make 
they * ſang as follows : vor _ 
ence Wit 

O come, let us fing unto the Lok p: let us mate a jy Know 
Ful noiſe to the rock of our ſal vation. made us, 
Let us come before his preſence with thank /piving, 6 he ſheep 
make a joyful noiſe unto him evith palme. Enter 7 
ourts aui. 


For the Lord is a FR Goyp, aud a "ain king abr 
all gods. & Rane, 
In his hand are the deep places of the earth : the fret For th 


of the hills is his alſo. bs truth 
The jea is his, and he made it and 1 hands furnid IO 
the ary land. © 
0 let us worſhip and bow down : let us hee; 
2855 P Into joy fi 
Fre the LORD our maker. 
For he 75 our God, and we are the FR of his pajpart O ſing 


ll the ear 


and the jheer cf bis hand : to. day if ye avill kear bi 


voice, Ling u 
| | | vation ; 

* Pfalm xcv. 
Hardi , 


8. 


de; and i 
he people, 
to this oc. 
ination, in 
and holy 
$ of thoſe 


THANKSGIVING PSALMS. 369 


Harden not your heart, ns in the provocation, and as in 
the day of temptation in the wilderneſs : | W 
When your fathers * me, proved me, and fax 
% Work, 

5 years long was 1 prieved avith \this generation, 
trd ſaid, It is a people that do err in their heart, and w_ 
lade not known my Ways, 

Unto whom I ſwware in my wrath, that they a. uut 
enter into my reſt. 


they made 


When they reached the gates, it is 5 likely the follow- 
zog pfalm was ſung. 


tered; id 


Make a joyful noiſe unto the Lo xp, all ye lands. 

Serve the LoRD with Pg come * Bi, pre- 
ence with ſinging, | 
Know ye that the Lord he is Go b, It is he ha hath 
made us, and not we ourſelves; ave are his F, an 

be ſheep of his paſture. 1 
Enter into his gates with thankſgiving, aud ##uta his 
vurts with praiſe, be thankful unte him, and bleſs Vis 
Nane. | {I 
Fir the Lok D is good; his mercy is everlaſting c and 


ly ſuppoſ 


ate a j1j 
bing, « 
king abr 
he firengh 


0 


t forma 


i truth endureth 70 all generaticus. 


As ſoon as they had depoſited the Ark, we may 
Imavine, that the whole choir of muſicians brake forth 


Ace l 
Into joyful {trains like the + following : 


is pajpart 


1] Fear bis 


O /g unto the SRD a new ſong : fing unto the Leno 
ul the earth. 

ding unto the LoRD, Bleſs his name : oY forth his 
auation From day to day. 


Hardi 


* Pſalm c. + Pſalms xcvi. and exxxvi. 


R's Declare 
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unto the Lox glory and ftrength. 


bring an offering, and come into his courts. 


world: alfe ſhall: be eftablifhed that it ſpall not be mod; 


davell a0 
_— 
11 uſe a0 / 
The! 
altar, r2 
and ſeer 
ample o 
DoD 0 
The | 
fon 15 { 
dear, th 
fectly cc 
for its f 
what the 
the Su} 
which h 
in the h 
that as 1 
fit for tl 
recerve 


an in{ta} 


Declare bis glory among the beathen, his wonders amung 
all people. 


For the LokD is great, and greatly to be praiſed: hu i 
to be feared above all gods. 


For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the Loxy 
made the heavens. 

Honour and majeſiy are en bim: firength aul 
beauty are in his ſanctuary. 

Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the n give 


Give unto the Lox D the glory due unto his nam: 


O worſhip the Lox N in. the beauty of hilineſs: * 
befare him all the, earth. 
Say among the beathen that the Loup reigneth : th 


be Hall judge the people righteouſly. 

O give thanks unto the Lok b, for he is goed: Fr bis 
mercy-endureth for ever. 

O give thanks. unto. the. God. of gods : for his mercy 


endureth for ever. Solor 
O give thanks unto the Gon heaven for his mire 1 
endureth for ever, &c. inps, % 
2 5 8 lweranc 

At the concluſion of this pious thankſgiving, the he adde 
LokD graciouſly ſhewed his acceptance of their ſervices 8 
by. a glorious CLov, like that which their fathers had "Ws 
been taught to acknowledge as a anifeſtation of his 3 
Divix ER PRESENCE. It certainly muſt have been 2 (a at 
moſt awful, as well as affecting ſight, to behold ſuch 2 = 
w'#/ible token of the favour of the GREAT. CREATOR: "A 


Well might Solomon exclaim, awil/ Gop in. 4 
WU 


ll coith men upon earth! Behold the heaven, and hea- 
un of heavens cannot contain thee ; how much 2 this 


8. 
ters ame 


i: % awhich I have built! 
The king had cauſed a place to be erected near the 
the Loxy altar, raiſed above the people, that he might be heard 
ad een by all of them, whilſt he was ſetting an ex- 
ength and anple of paying adoration to. the Kin of Kings, and: 
LogD of Lords. | 
The prayer which Solomon offered up on this occa-- 
fon is ſo clear and comprehenſive, that I think, my 
dear, there is no need- of an explanation. It was per- 
fellly conſiſtent with that true wvi/dom: which has piety 
we: fear for its foundation; and ſerved to teach the people for 
chat they ſhould- pray, and how:they-.ought to addreſs 
the SupREME BEING; and from the humility with. 
which he entreated the Lord. to ſhew forth his Glo r 
in the houſe which he had built, they were inſtructed, 
that as no fabrick, however magnificent, was in reality 
ht for the habitation of the Al uro HT, they ſhould 
receive the nanifæſtation of his glorious PRESENCE, as 
a inſtance of infinite goodneſs and condeſcenſion. 
Solomon's prayer is a moſt excellent pattern of pub- 
lc devotion ; conſiſting of petitions. for national bleſſ- 
ups, ſpiritual and temporal ; forgiveneſs of fins, and de- - 
bvrrance from the evil conſequences. of them: to which 


ole, givs 


bis name: 


neth : tht 
be moved; 


I. for bit 
his mercy 


his mercy 


ing, the " 

r ſervices added, interceſſan for . thoſe who were not LN con- 
1 Ferted to the true religion 

on of his As a token that the ſacrifices 3 at this time 
3 ere acceptable, it pleaſed the Lok p to ſend holy fire 


d ſuch a ( at the dedication of the tabernacle) to conſume 

. them; on which the people fell proſtrate to the earth, 

ery deed dercome with fear, love, and reverence for their hea- 
drill R 6 | | venly X 
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wen Kino; acknowledging that there was 10 denz , 
in the univerſe worthy to be compared to him: Da 


| vid had furniſhed them with words to A their bs 
4 ee raptures as follows * : ths os 
5 ö | The 3 at let the 8 2 = the myb } py 
Y : | tit ude of iſles be glad thereof. - 
g | | Clouds and darkneſs are round about Fro { 3 . A 
11 and judgment are the habitation of his throne. For 
1 A. fire goeth before him, and burneth up bit enen Auer 4 
, „ | round about. He 
i | b; His lightnings enlightened the world the earth bh 15 4 
Mi and trembled. 77 
: 14 | The hills melted like avax at the —_ of the Lon Fac 
1 | et the preſence of the LorRD of the whole earth. , Go 
1 The heavens declare his righteouſneſs : and all u |... 1, 
'" | pe fee his glory. | Sing 
if | Confounded be all they that ſerwe graven images, u, ,, 
5 | boaſt themſelves of idols : worſhip him all ye god. F;; 
| | | Zion heard, and was glad, and the daughters of Ju with o 
Y | | rejoiced 5 becauſe of thy judgments, O Lord. 
af # | For thou, Lok b, art high above all the earth: The 
Mi aft exalted far above all gods. | ſame b 
MI 17 that love the Lord, hate evil: be prejerantih 5 
4 Ii | fouls of his ſaints, he delivereth them out of the hand i "p 
lll he wicked. Tha 
| 1 Light is ſown for the righteous, and gladns fri health 
1 upright in heart. 7 
Repoice in the LoRD, ye righteous « and give thanks praiſe i 
the remenibrance of his holineſs. 0 le 
judge th 


* Pſalms xcvli, xcyii, and xlyiis 


g. THANKSGIVING PSALMS. 373 
EN Being Male a joyful noiſe unto the Lord, all the earth : 
him: D. e 4 loud noiſe, and rejoice, and fing pr aiſe. | 
preſs ther Sing unto the Lo x D with the harp 3 avith the harp and 
| the voice of a palm. 
* With trumpets and found of cornet make a Ne yy 
ct | the mi before the Lok p, the king. 
| O clap your hands, all ye people, ſhout unto Gop with 
ig tern e voice of triumph: 
Fer the Lok D moſt high is terrible; he is a great king 
bis entnl8 ccr all the earth. 
He ſhall ſubdue the people under 1, and the nations un- 
? earth ja der our feet, 
u all choofe our inheritance for us, the excallency 
* the Lond! of Jacob whom he loved. | 
. Gor is gone up with 4 ſhout, the Lord with the 
[ all tie ju found of a trumpet. f 
Lg praiſes to Gobp, fing praiſes: Ang praiſes unto 
magen un ,.. king, fing praiſes. 
gods, Fir God is the king of all the earth, for ng ye praifes 
ers of Jul with underſtanding. 
earth; The whole ſolemnity might properly end with the 
| lame blefling which David pronounced on the people, 
mo God * be merciful unto us, and bleſs us: and cauſe bis 
4 face to ſhine upon us. 
f That thy way may be known upon earth, thy ſavin 
dnejs ji tealth among all nations. : 55 vt 
: WM Lt! be people praiſe thee, 2 Gans let all the people 
ide thanks 


praiſe thee. 
O let the nations be glad and fi ing for joy: for thou ſoalt 


Judge the people righteouſly, and govern the nations n earth, 


* Pſalm Ixvii. 
Let 
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evident in the land of Iſrael, it was proper, that a 


Jelf in a viſible manner at FJeruſalem, might forlake 
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Let the people praiſe thee, O Gon; let all the peep nitely 
praiſe „ all h 
Thin ſhall the non yield her 8 ; anal Gov, ever ve can 
eur own Go Hall bleſs us. wiſdom 
Gop. /hall bleſs us, and all the ak of the earth ful keep u 
fear him.. him, at 
Though our mode of worſfiip differs greatly from " ” 
that of the Iſraelites, we chriſtians may notwithſtand. 4 f 
ing, collect a great deal of valuable inſtruction fron i 
the account of the dedication of. Solomon's Temple, N of 
The ſentiments which Solomon entertained of th . 

. things, 

majeſty and goodneſs of Gov. are ſuch, as every one 3 
ſhould endeavour to poſſeſs whilſt they are engaged in Ez. ho 
pnblick worſhip. He is likewiſe worthy of imitation them f 
in his benevolent ſolicitude for the welfare of Go! e 
people, and the propagation of religion. In reſpe to ings w. 
Burnt-ſacrifices, we have no occaſion to follow his. ex- propor! 
ample ; neither is it with us a point of duty to buld perforn 
fately edifices to his honour, by thei 


As the Loxp-vouchſafed to make his PresEncE 


Temple ſhould be erected in the place which he had 
choſen, to fix- his name there, in order to keep up a per- 
petual remembrance of his relation to this people as 
their Kixc, and Jikewiſe to ſhew forth his GTozr 
and MajesTYto the ſurrounding nations; who her- 
ing that the /iving Gop had actually manifeſted hin- 


idols, and embrace his holy religion. 
You muſt not ſuppoſe, that it was poſſible to 44 
the GLoxy of Gop by any human means. He is in- 
faite 
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$nitely perfe& and happy in himſelf, and the fountain 
if all happineſs in the whole univerſe : all the ſervice 
ye can pay him therefore is, to prec/aim his power, 
wiſdom, goodneſs, mercy, juſtice, truth, as a means to 
keep up our own fear, love, and veneration towards 
him, and that others may be invited by our example to 
do the ſame; and this ſervice may be performed in an 
zunble edifice, We muſt not expect, be the building 
erer ſo coſtly, that Gop will appear amongſt xs as he 
did in /rael, becauſe we live under a very different 
diſpenſation, and have the promiſe of thoſe good 
things, of which the ſplendour and magnificence of 
Solomon's Temple were but very imperfe& emblems : 
it is however no ſin to erect fine churches, and adorn 
them properly ; on- the contrary, in opulent cities, 
where the very merchants dwell in palaces, thoſe build, 
ings which are dedicated to divine ſervice, ſhould be 
proportionably magnificent provided that the worſhip 
performed in them is agreeable to. the rules preſcribed 
by their, religion, | 
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TE BUILDI XG or SOLOMON's HOUSE rer Mo! 
HOUSE ar LEB ANON——THE HOUSE rox PHI. of ivo1 
RAOH 's DAUGHTER—H:is THRONE, &, The 
he th 
OLOMON was building his houſe thir Where ff 
teen years. He built alſo the houſe eat, a 
the foreſt of Lebanon. Anc 
And Solomon made affinity with Phar de a: 
king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daugbte lere 
and brought her into the city of David, u- Ane 
til he had made an end of building his omſ*"get: 
houſe, and the houſe of the Lox, and the GP! gol 
wall of Jeruſalem round about. Ane 
Then he made a porch for the throne, eaten 
where he might judge, even the porch dene {h 
judgment: and it was covered with cedar ſpoule 
from one ſide of the floor to the other. Ane 
And his houſe where he dwelt, had ab- rere 
ther court within the porch, which was Hel the 
the like work. Solomon made alſo an hoult none 1 
for Pharaoh's daughter, (which he had taken |iſſe of 


to wife) like unto this porch, 
F 
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All theſe were of coſtly ſtones; according 
o the meaſures of hewed ſtones; fawed with 
ws, within and without, even from the 
oundation unto the coping, and 0 on the 
hutſide toward the great court. 


SE ra Morcover the king made a great throne 
"OY of ivory, and overlaid it with the beſt gold. 
op The throne had fix ſteps, and the top of 
he throne was round behind : and there 
uſe thi · NVere ſtays on either ſide on the place of the 
houſe eat, and two lions ſtood beſide the ſtays. 
And twelve lions ſtood there on the one 
Pharaoh de and on the other upon the fix ſteps: 


laughter there was not the like made in any kingdom. 
vid, un. And king Solomon made two hundred 
his om targets of beaten. gold: ſix hundred ſhekels 


and the Wo! gold went to one target. 
And he made three' hundred ſhields of 
beaten gold; three pound of gold went to 


dne ſhield: and the king put them in n 


throne, 
porch of 


h cedar ſWſhouſe of the foreſt of Lebanon. | | 
er. And all king Solomon's drinking veſſels 
ad ano- rere of gold, and all the veſſels of the houſe 
was del the foreft of Lebanon were of pure gold, 
an houe none were of ſilver; it was nothing account- 
id taken nd in the days of Solomon. 


Av 


Now 
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PF 

No the weight of gold that came to 80. And 
lomon in one year, was ſix hundred three. Ming 8 
ſcore and fix talents of gold. the 
For the king had at ſea a navy of Thar. nd th: 
ſhiſh, with the navy of Hiram: once in three Mlegid 
years came the navy of Tharſhiſh, bringing For 
gold and ſilver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks, Mad ta 
Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and Hain t. 
to Eloth, at the ſea-ſide in the land of Edom nd gi 
And it came to paſs at the end of twenty Nolom 
years, when Solomon had built the tw WH And 
houſes, the houſe of the LoRD, and the 0100 
king's houſe. And 
(Now Hiram the king of Tyre had * els, 11 
niſhed Solomon with cedar-rrees, and fi- And 
trees, and with gold, according to all his iſo Sole 
deſire) that then king Solomon gave Hiram Wie chi 
twenty cities in the land of Galilee. He 
And Hiram came out from Tyre to ſe ities, 
the cities which Solomon had given him, Momon 
and they pleaſed him not. Ane 
And he ſaid, What cities are theſe which MPharat 
think haſt given me, my brother? And e ouſe 
called them the land of Cabul unto this day. NMNMy wi 
And Hiram ſent to the king fix-ſcore ing o 
talents of gold. rherei 


And 
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ie to %. WM And this is the reaſon of the levy which 
ed three. Wing Solomon raiſed, for to build the houſe 
the Lok D, and his own houſe, and Millo, 


f Tha. od the wall of Jeruſalem, and Hazor, and 

> in three MMegiddo, and Gezer. 

bringing For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, 
eacocks, ad taken Gezer, arid burnt it with fire, and 


ain the Canaanites that dwelt in the city, 


ver, and Wi 
fEdom, Mud given it for a preſent unto his daughter, 
f twenty Wſolomon's wife. 


And Solomon built Gezer, and Beth- 
oron the nether. | 
And Baalath, and Tadmor in the WO 
eſs, in the land. 

And the cities which Hiram had reſtored 
o Solomon, Solomon built them, and cauſed 
he children of Iſrael to dwell there. 

He built alſo ſtore-cities, and chariot- 
Ities, and cities of the horſemen. And So- 
omon had horſes brought out of Egypt. 

And Solomon brought up the daughter of 
Pharaoh out of the city of David unto the 
ouſe that he had built for her: for he ſaid, 
My wife ſhall not dwell in the houſe of David 
King of Iſrael, becauſe the places are holy, 
mhereunto the ark of the Loxp hath come. 
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but you find the ſacred hiſtorian accounts for his pol. 


ports of Elath and Eſion- geber. The * trade came 


Pen ul formerly. 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


When king Solomon had built the Temple of the 
Log, he cauſed a ſtately palace to be erected for his 
own reſidence, to adorn the land of Iſrael, and pro- 
cure him that reſpect which was due from all the nz 
tions of the earth, to the king of Gop's appointment, 
You find that this building was much longer in hand 
than the Houſe of the Lord, which ſhews, that Solomon 
preferred the honour of Gop to his own grandeur, 

The houſe of the foreſt of Lebanon, is ſuppoſed to 
have been built as a pleaſant retreat from the fatiguz 
of Rate affairs. 

It is aſtoniſhing to reflect on the riches of Solomon; 


ulture 
hoicelt 
o the n 
Anot! 


ied on, 


ſeſſing ſuch ſtores of wealth, by acquainting us with hu 
numerous reſources. 
I have already informed you, how David gained the 


his allia 
rom thi 
he nei; 


| 5 : gain te 
on from theſe places, was the ſame which is now in Wil 


the hands of our Eaſt- India merchants. It is not exadi 
deſcribed where Ophir and Tharſhiſh were ſituated; 
neither is it important to us: it is well known, tht 
the eaſtern territories abound with treaſures even in 
theſe days, and it is likely that 2 were much more 
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Solomon finding the traffic ſo profitable, went 08g . 


Elath and Pzion- geber, in order to direct the increase 
of his navy, and to furniſh thoſe ports with inhabitant 
well ſeilled in this kind of merchandize ; theſe he f- 


0 farp 
grande. 
f the 


* Pridcaux's Connections 


lected 


So LOMO Ns Ho RS ES. 381 


5 H. 
ted from the Tyrians Hiram had ſupplied him 
zith for hewing timber, &c. for the Temple. From 
INS, ke cordiality which afterwards ſubſiſted between Hi- 
ple of tem and Solomon, we may conclude, that the cities | 
ted for hi rhich the latter offered to his friend, were by no means 
and w. nignificant ; for Solomon had too enlarged a mind, to 
all the u. ink of making him trifling preſents: but theſe cities, 
ointmen, lich were in the outſkirts of Iſrael, and had been, 
2 band Solomon took poſſeſſion of them, in the hands of 
t Solon i" natives, were moſt likely encompaſſed with corn- 
ens þe1ds, and paſtures, and therefore not acceptable to a 
ppoſed to [[yrian prince, whoſe ſubjects were unſkilled in the 
e fatigue ulture of the earth, and had learnt to undervalue the 
| hoicelt gifts of nature, and to prefer luxury and pomp 
1 o the more ſubſtantial advantages of raral ſimplicity. 
r his pi. Another branch of commerce which Solomon car- 
b Wan ied on, was with Egypt; it ſeems as if, on account of 
his alliance with Pharaoh's daughter, he was ſupplied 
ale te BP thence with chariots &c. at a cheaper rate than 
ORE” he neighbouring nations; for Solomon fold them 
5 1 gain to advantage. How he came to reſerve ſuch a 
10t exact umber for himſelf, I cannot certainly account for; 
Graated; Pur it appears probable, that Gop's command, which 


firbad kings to multiply horſes to themſelves, was limited 
0 tumes of war; and as Solomon had a promiſe of 
eace during his whole reign, he was at liberty, if he 
Haine from putting his truſt in them, to indulge in 
krery article of magnificence, that the neighbouring 
princes regarded as marks of royalty ; and had a right 
6/urpaſe them in every temporal poſſeſſion, becauſe his 
rande ur ſerved at that period to diſplay the ſuperiority 
he LORD JEHOVAH, who they mutt perceive 
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was able to beſtow wealth and wiſdom without 
meafure. | | 

'I cannot well underſtand, at what time Solon 
married Pharaoh's daughter; but will venture to f 
Poſe, that it was after he had built the Temple: for 
is reaſonable to imagine, that his whole attention w 
engaged by that important buſineſs, and that the fim 
of his wiſdom made this princeſs ambitious of an 4 
liance with him, and induced her to become pro//; 
a proſelyte to the true religion, otherwiſe it woul 
have been anlaguful for him to have married her; nd 
would he have brought an heathen into the Hoi 
CirTr, at a time when piety and devotion had entif 


TakE 


A ! 


ame 


poſſeſſion of his heart: it appears as if ſhe ſoon began: 1; þ 
diſcover ſome inclination for idolatry, by his thinkin 
it improper for her to dwell any longer in a Place pr Anc 
culiarly ſanctified by the Log p. eat | 
Solomon compleated the pious buſineſs he had eryen 
willingly undertaken, and ſo chearfully purſued, Mrhen 
eſtabliſhing publick worſhip agreeably to the orig "Hap 
inſtitution of his fathers; and had reaſon to ſay, * 
the merchandize of wiſdom, was better than the un Ane 
chandize of filver : and the gain thereof, than fine gill. ber 1 
for he had not only a greater portion of worldly all hich 
vantages, than any man was ever able to acquire by by Anc 
own induſtry ; but muſt neceſſarily have had a fund Il Sol 
mental delights, infinitely ſuperior to all the enjoymeal TTY 


that wealth can purchaſe, 
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Tur QUEEN or SHEBA visrrs KING 
SOLOMON. 


A N D when the queen of Sheba heard of 


ed her; V0! 

the Hor the fame of Solomon, concerning the 
1 had enn dame of the Lok, ſhe came to prove him 
don began 8 ith hard queſtions. 


his thinkin 


| And ſhe came to Jeruſalem with a very 
à place pe 


reat train, with camels that bare ſpices, and 
ery much gold, and precious ſtones: and 
when ſhe was come to Solomon, ſhe com- 
uned with him of all that was in her heart. 
And Solomon told her all her. queſtions: 


he had f 
purſued, 
the origud 
ſay, © tu 


han the un ; , ; 
fr pl here was not any thing hid from the king, 
worldly Which he told her not. 


And when the queen of Sheba had ſeen 
ll Solomon's wiſdom, and the houſe that he 
ad built, 

And the meat of his table, 4 the ſitting 
Þf his ſervants, and the attendance of his 
uniſters and their apparel, and his cup- 
dearers, and his aſcent by which he went 


3 up 


quire by li 
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enjoy ment 


SECT 


| 


334 QUEEN OF 8s HE B A. 


8 
up unto the houſe of the Loxp: there yy wal b 
no more ſpirit in her. 1 > 
And ſhe ſaid to the king, It was a true n And 
port that IJ heard in mine own land, of Hir hi 
acts, and of thy wiſdom. = 
Howbeit, I believed not the words, mu And 
I came, and mine eyes had ſeen it: and bers of 
Hold, the half was not told me : thy wsd and 
and e exceedeth the fame aa eſence 
heard. bt Go 
Happy are thy men, happy are theſe And! 
ſervants, which ſtand continually beſo res 
thee, and that hear thy wiſdom. eme 
Bleſſed be the LoRD thy Gop which Hees, ar 
lighteth in thee, to ſet thee. on the throne And 
Iſrael ; becauſe the LORD loved Iſrael ver 
ever, therefore made he thee king to Wiles, an 
judgment and juſtice. | ind a 
And ſhe gave the king an hundred ar the 
twenty talents of gold, and of ſpices ſt. 
great ſtore, and precious ſtones : there cal 
no more ſuch abundance of ſpices, as thei "8 
which the queen of Sheba gave to king 8 
lomon. Ot | e que, 
And king Solomon gave unto hoe n 
Sheba, all her deſire whatſoever ſhe akdl 3 
beſides that which Solomon gave her of. ny 


Wl. Tn 
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there wah ral bounty: ſo ſhe turned and went to her 
| n country, ſhe and her ſervants. 
a true rl And all the earth ſought to Solomon, to 
id, of ir his wiſdom which Gop had put in his 
art. 
rds, un And all the kings of Arabia, and gover- 
: and bers of the country brought gold and ſilver. 
iy wifda and all the kings of the earth ſought the 
e which Neſence of Solomon, to hear his wiſdom, 
60 had put in his heart. | 
theſe And Solomon had four thouſand Ralls for 
ly befonWOſrics and chariots, and twelve thouſand 
rſemen; whom he beſtowed in the chariot- 
which defies, and with the king ar Jeruſalem. 
- throne nd he reigned over all the kings, from 
Iſrael tiver even unto the land of the Philiſ- 
ing to s, and to the border of Egypt. 
ind all the earth fought to Solomon, to 
ndred r the wiſdom which Gop had put in his 
pices . = 
here cal 
85 as thel ROE ; ; 
2 ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 
0 king 8 | 
he queen of Sheba, who viſited Solomon, is ſap- 
ze quent «to have been ſovereign of ſome part of Arabia, 
the aſke originally deſcended from Keturah, Abraham's 
8 ber all ad wife; ſo that it is very likely, the knowledge 


© true Gop had been tranſmitted to her by her pi- 
0L, III. 8 Ons 


rofl 


386 QUEEN OF SHEB X. 
ous anceſtors ; though his holy worſhip was in her king. 
dom, as in other countries, mixed and corrupted by 
the introduction of idolatry. 

It appears, by her taking ſuch a long journey ty 
hear the wiſdom of Solomon, that this Princeſs was de- 
ſirous of being thoroughly acquainted with the Divi: 
W1Lr.; for ſhe did not go to Jeruſalem merely to ſee 
the glory of Solomon, and vie with him in ſplendor; 
but to prove, whether he were in reality poſſeſſed of ſuck 
extraordinary endowments as fame reported; and 
whether it was certainly true, that Gop had mani 
feſted himſelf in Iſrael. The inhabitants of the caf 
country were remarkable for their wit-and ingenuity; 
but Solomon was reputed to excel them all. It ws 
cuſtomary for the learned to amuſe themſelves with 
difficult queſtions, which required a knowledge of pro- 
found ſciences to propoſe and to explain; in compli 
ance with this cuſtom, the queen of Sheba had furniſhed 
herfelf-with problems of this kind from wife men in 
her kingdom, that ſhe might, by the anſwers ſhe car 
ried back, confirm the truth of the extraordinary r- 
ports they had heard of Solomon's ſuperior underſtand. 
ing. You find that ſhe received ample ſatisfaction it 
every particular, and returned to her own country ful 
of admiration of Solomon's glory, and reverence fat 
that ALmicaTY BEIN, who alone could exalt tit 
human mind ſo near to perfection; and beſtow witi 
unbounded liberality, thoſe treaſures, which mankind 
in general ſtrive to accumulate with inceſſant toil, a 
enjoy not without the interruption of many anxid 
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SOLOMON'S SELF-SUFFICIENCY. 38 


The ſurrounding nations preferred worldly pomp 
and grandeur to every intellectual bleſſing; and being 
poſſeſſed of a large ſhare of the treaſures of the earth, 
they were enabled to appear with great outward ſplen- 
dor; on which account, they would have deſpiſed the 
Lonp's choſen people, if they had been inferior to 
tiemſelves in this particular. It pleaſed Gop therefore, 
to raiſe the kingdom of Iſrael in a moſt wonderful 
manner, by degrees, from a ſtate of abject flavery, to 
the higheſt pitch of magnificence; and to occaſion all 
other nations to pay tribute and homage to the king of 
his appointment; by which means, the Drvine BEIN 
proved himſelf to be, beyond diſpute, KING of Kings, 
and Lox D of Lords. 

The facred hiſtorian refers us to the books of Na- 
than the prophet and others, for the records of tke laſt 
acts of Solomon's reign; but theſe writings are loſt to 
the world, and therefore we can come to no certainty 
in reſpect to the events of many years; we may how- 
erer infer, from the Book of Eccleſiaſtes, written by 
Solomon himfelf, that he ſoon became elated with 
vroſperity, and grew unmindful from whence it was 
derived, and for what purpoſe it was beſtowed, He 
tound himſelf at the very ſummit of greatneſs, and 
thinking that he had judgment ſufficient to guide him- 
ef, threw off his confidence in Gov, and began to 
form ſchemes for perpetuating his enjoyments with this 
view, he employed his mind in vain reſearches after 
primancut happineſs, independent of the Sup REE Be- 
ING; but when he no longer employed his wvi/zom in 
the ſervice of God, and the good of mankind, it was 
only productive of fatigue and diſappointment, 


8 2 He 


366 SOLOMON'S SENSUALITY. 


He then dpi, WisDom, and reſolving to try what 
PLEASURE would produce, gave himſelf up to mirth 
and feſtivity, thinking to drive away reflection, by a 
conſtant round cf diſſipation; but theſe purſuits ended 
alſo in diſcontent; and he ſoon ſaid of laughter it ii 
mad, and of mirth what doeth it? | 

Solomon ſuppoſed that the means of happineſs were SOLO] 
ſtill in his power; and recollecting (it is likely) the de. 
light he had formerly experienced in inſpecting the UT 
progreſs of arts, reſolved to employ his wealth in build. <4 
ing and planting ; he therefore ſpared no expence, but Wor 
even taxed his ſubjects to adorn his kingdom with {of Pharac 
magnificent edifices, and beautiful gardens, but agan monites, 
miſſed his aim. When theſe works were compleated, Of the 
he endeavoured to procure content by increaſing hi 
RIcRHESͤ : this was alſo warty and wexation of Spirit; | 
for the thoughts that he muſt die, and leave all hin ot 
poſſeſſions behind him to a ſon very unfit to rule, en-Wunto you 
bittered his hours, and abated the reliſh of every en- our hear 
Joyment. nto theſe 

The idolatrous nations were the profeſſed votarie of "oP 

nd 1t 

ſenſuality ; he therefore formed connections with them, 13 
by marrying wives from amongſt them, in hopes (vw his wi 
may ſuppoſe) of learning refinements of luxury unknown Then d 
in Iſrael: in this ſcheme he was too ſucceſsful; but i or Cheme 
was attended with unhappy conſequences, inſtead of de hill t! 
procuring ſatisfaction, as you will read in the enſuing 
ſection. 
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SOLOMON's APOSTASY—His DEATH. 


UT king Solomon loved many ſtrange 
women, (together with the daughter 
of Pharaoh) women of the Moabites, Am- 
monites, Edomites, Zidonians and Hittites: 
Of the nations concerning which the LoRxp 
ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, Ye ſhall not 
go in to them, neither ſhall they come in 
unto you, for ſurely they will turn away 
our heart after their gods: Solomon clave 
nto theſe in love. 

And 1t came to paſs when Solomon Was 
Id his wives turned away his heart. 


ries of 
them, 
s (ye 


nom WF Then did Solomon build an high place 
or Chemoſh,. the abomination of Moab, in 
ad 0 


he hill that is before Jeruſalem ; and for 


lolech, the abomination of the children of 
ummon. 


And likewiſe did he for all his ſtrange 


nſuing 


CT. 
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Ito their gods. 
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wes, which burnt incenſe, and facrificed: 
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399 GOD'S ANGER; 


And the Lokxb was angry with Solomon, 
becauſe his heart was turned from the Logy 
God of Iſrael which had appeared unto him 
twice, 

And had commanded kin concerning this 
thing, that he ſhould not go after other 
gods: but he kept not that which the Lozy 
commanded. 

- Wherefore the Loxn ſaid unto 3 
Foraſmuch as this is done of thee, and thou 
haſt not kept my covenant and my ftatutes 
which I have commanded thee, I will ſurely 
rend the kingdom from thee, and will give 
it to thy ſervant. 

Notwithſtanding in thy days I will not do 
it, for David thy father's ſake: but I vil 
rend it out of the hand of thy ſon. 

Howbeit, I will not rend away all the 
kingdom: but I will give one tribe to thy 
ſon, for David my ſervant's ſake, and for 
Feruſalem's ſake which I have choſen. 

And the Lox ſtirred up an adverſary 
unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite ; he was 
of the king's ſeed in Edom. 

And Gov ſtirred him up another adver- 


ſary, Rezon, the ſon of Eliadah, which fed 


from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah. 
1 And 


} 


And 
days of 
Hadad 
reigned 

And 
Ephratl 
(whole 
woman, 
king. 

And 
hand ag 
and rep 
vid his 

And 
man of 
young I 
him rul 
of Joſep 

And 1 
roboam 
prophet 
the way 
new gar 
the field 

And. 
was on | 


JEROBOAM'S APPOINTMENT. 391 


And he was an adverſary to Iſrael all the 
days of Solomon, beſide the miſchief that, 
Hadad did, and he abhorred Iſrael, and 
reigned over Syria. 

And Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, an 
Fphrathite of Zereda, Solomon's ſervant, 
(whoſe mother's name was Zeruab, a widow 
woman) even he lift up his hand againſt the 
king. 5 | 
And this was the cauſe that he lift up his 
hand againſt the king: Solomon built Millo, 
and repaired the breaches of the city of Da- 
vid his father. | | 

And the man Jeroboam was a mighty 
man of valour: and Solomon ſeeing the 
young man that he was induſtrious, he made 
him ruler over all the charge of the houſe 
of Joſeph. 


And it came to paſs at that time when Je- 


roboam went out of Jeruſalem, that the 
prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in 
the way: and he had clad himſelf with, a 
new garment ; and they two were alone in 
the field. 

And Ahijah caught the new garment that 
was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces. 
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And he faid to Feroboam, Take thee ten 
pieces: for thus faith the Loxp, the Gop of 
Iſrael, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out 
of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten 
tribes to thee : | 

(But he ſhall have one tribe for my ſer- 
_ vant David's ſake, and for Jeruſalem's ſake, 
the city which I have choſen out of all the 
tribes of Iſrael) 

Becauſe that they have forſaken me, and 
have worſhipped Aſhtoreth the goddeſs of 
the Zidonians, Chemoſh the god of the 
Moabites, and Milcom the god of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, and have not walked in 
my ways, to do that which 1s right in mine 
eyes, and to keep my ſtatutes and my judg- 
ments, as did David his father. 

Howbeit, I will not take the whole king: 
dom out of his hand : but I will make him 
prince all the days of his life, for David my 
ſervant's ſake, whom I choſe, becauſe he 
kept my commandments and my ſtatutes: 

But I will take the kingdom out of his 
ſon's hand, and will give 1t unto thee, even 
ten tribes. | 

And unto his ſon will I give one tribe, 
that David my ſervant may have a light 
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alway before me in Jeruſalem, the city which 
have choſen me to put my name there. 
And I will take thee, and thou ſhalt reign. 
according to all that thy ſoul defireth, and | 
ſhalt be king over Iſrael. = 
And it ſhall be, if thou wilt hearken unto: all 
al that I command thee, and wilt walk in 0 
my ways, and do that is right in my fight, | io} 
to keep my ſtatutes and. my commandments, 1 
23 David my ſervant did; that I will be with F# | 
thee, and build thee a ſure houſe; as I built l 
for David, and will give Iſrael unto thee. I 
And I will for this afflict the ſeed of Da-- 
vid, but not for ever. | 
Solomon ſought. therefore to kill Jero- 
boam: and Jeroboam aroſe, and fled into 
Egypt, unto Shiſhak king of Egypt, and 
vas in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 
And the time that Solomon reigned in 
Jeruſalem, over all Iſrael, was forty years. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. - 


If we had not been able to collect from Solomon's”: 
own writings the cauſe of his apoſtaſy, we ſhould be at 
4 loſs to account for it; but when we read that he 
turned his back upon religion, and depended merely on 
luman reaſin, our wonder ceaſes, for he became like a 

8 5 ip 
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ſhip without a pilot in a dangerous ocean, fall of 
rocks and quickſands, | | 

I need not, my dear, make uſe of arguments to con. 
vince you of Gop's ju/ dealings, with this ungrateful 
prince; it will be ſufficient to look back to the promiſes 
repeatedly made to him and his father: they were all 
conditional, fo that Solomon was ſufficiently warned that 
the kingdom would not be continued to his poſterity, if 
he departed from his duty. 

It was impoſſible that Solomon could be ignorant of 
the /in/ulne/s of erecting Temples to idols, in that very 
land eſpecially, wherein he had been employed to 
build one to the name of the LoxDd IEHOVABH; anda 
his reputation for 4vi/Zom, was univerſally known, his 
.example was very contagious, becauſe every one might 
think himſelf juſtified in his imitation Fe the my King 
SOLOMON. 

The unhappy effects of his e idolatry and 
lxxury to be introduced, were ſoon feit by his people: 
domeſtick joys, which had till this period, made ever 
one happy under his vine and under his fig-tree, were er- 
changed for riot and diffpation; and conſequently the 
education of youth muſt have been neglected, and the 
ſervice of God eſteemed: a burden: the proſperity of 
Iſrael declined, and foreign powers were encouraged to 
attack them. 

I ſcarcely need repeat to you, my dear, that Hadad 
was that young prince who fled from Edom into Egypt, 
from Joab's victorious arms; he had found favour in 
the ſight of the king, and was married to his wiſe“ 
ſiſter, 
league againſt Solomon, was the man who deſerted 
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SOLOMON'S EXCESSES. 3935 


il of WW from Hadadezar king of Zobah, and was made king 1 

of Damaſcus; but Pavid diſpoſſeſſed him; however 1 
CON» he had lately recovered it. * | 
teful The neceſſity of defending the kingdom 4 theſe- 1 
miſe adverſaries, and the various ſervices the Iſraelites were "i 
e all obliged to render to the king on account of his numer-- 1 
| that ous alliances, made the latter end of his reign grievous M | 
ty, if Wi to them, and his glory was tarniſhed in the eyes of alk: 1 

the world. | | 
nit of Whilſt Solomon continued religious, he n Wil 
very was a happy monarch-; there was neither diſcontent. "Mi! 
d to nor faction under his government; he knew not the i 
nd az forrow of loſing thouſands of his ſubjects by war, nor | | 
„bis had he cauſe to fear, whilſt he was under the peculiar | 1 
night direction of Gop, that any of his plans for the good "il 
LING of the nation would fail of ſucceſs. | | 

Solomon's. life, in all probability, was ſhortened by- 14 

and his exceſſes, for he was no more than 58 years old 1 
ple: when he died; there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 1 
every he had a proper ſenſe of his crimes: but it was too: | | 
e ex- late for h'm to bring about a reformation in his king- | 8 | 
y the dom; for the affection of his people was altenated: | 
1 the trom him, and his wives which he had increaſed to the 


y, of number of one thouſand, had gained ſuch an aſcenJ- 
ed to WW 2ncy, that no efforts of his own would have pre- 

vailed againſt their different parties; and neither he 
adad or his ſubjects could hope, that the Lox D, whoſe ho- 
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7 ypl, nour was ſo greatly affronted by them, would work a 

ur in WW miracle to change their minds. They ſhghted God, 

vife's and preferred idols; therefore, were juſtly leſt to the 

to 2 coniequences they had been repeatedly warned to 
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39s TRUE HAPPINESS. 


From Solomon's hiſtory we may learn, my dear, 
that WisDom, PowER, and Ricuss, are 6/:/ings only 
to thoſe who uſe them properly ; when received with 
thankfulneſs, enjoyed with moderation, and employed 
in relieving the diſtreſſes of the indigent, or encourag- 
ing honeſt induſtry, they are productive of great ſatiſ. 
faction; but when they are made ſubſervient to vice, 
they render their poſſeſſors deſpicable and unhappy. 

Whatfoever * SOLOMON's eyes defired, he kept not from 
them; neither withheld he his heart from any joy : but 


experience taught him, that here was mo profit in any 


evorldly enjoyment 5 and his fearch after Hayyiness, 
concluded with a thorough conviction, that it was only 
to be obtained by fearing GoD, and keeping bis con- 
mandments.. 5 
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ND Rehoboam went to Shechem: for 


make him king. 

And it came to paſs when Jeni the 
ſon of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of. 
it, (for he was fled from the preſence of king 
Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt) 

That they ſent and called him: and Je- 
roboam and all, the congregation of Iſrael 
came, and ſpake unto Rehoboam, ſaying, 

Thy father made our yoke grievous: . now 
therefore make thou- the grievous. ſervice of 
thy father, and his heavy yoke which-he pur: 
upon us, lighter, and we will ſerve. thee. 

And he ſaid unto them, Depart yet for. 
three days, then come again to me. And 
the people departed, _ | 

And king Rehoboam conſulted with the 
old men that ſtood before Solomon. his. fa- 

ther, 


all Iſrael were come to Shechem to. 
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38 REHOBOAM'S. IMPRUDENCE. 


ther, while he yet lived, and ſaid, How do 


you adviſe, that I may anſwer this people ? 


And they ſpake unto him, ſaying, If thou 


wilt be a ſervant unto this people this day, 
and wilt ſerve them and anſwer them, and 
{peak good words to them, then _— will 
be thy ſervants for ever. 

But he forſook the counſel of che old men, 
which they had given him, and conſulted 
with the young men that were grown up 
with him, and which ſtood up before him: 

And he ſaid unto them, What counſel 
give ye, that we may anſwer this people, 


who have ſpoken to me, ſaying, Make the 
yoke which thy father did 1 upon us, 


lighter? 

And the young men that were grown up 
with him, ſpake unto him, ſaying, Thus 
ſhalt thou ſpeak unto this people that ſpake 
unto thee, ſaying, Thy father made our yoke 
heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us; 
thus ſhalt thou ſay unto. them, My little fin- 
ger ſhall be thicker than my father's loins. 

And now whereas my father did lade you 
with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: 
my father hath chaſtiſed you with whips, but 


1 will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions. 
80 
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So Jeroboam and all the people came to 
Rehoboam the third day, as the-king had 
appointed, faying, Come to me _ the 
third day. 

And the king anſwered the ca rough- i 
ly, and forſook the old men's counſel that 1 
they gave him; 

And ſpake to them after the unt of 
the young men, ſaying, My father made 
your yoke heavy, and J will add to your 
: yoke; my father alſo chaſtifed you with 
fel WM whips, but I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions. 
le, Wherefore the king hearkened not unto 
the the people; for the cauſe was from the 
us, Lon, that he might perform his faying, 

which the Lord ſpake by Abyah the Shi- 
up lonite unto Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat. 
aus So when all Iſrael ſaw that the king 
ike hearkened not unto them, the people an- 
ke ſwered the king, ſaying, What portion have 


I eas 


us; we in David ? N have we inheritance 
in- WF 1n the ſon of Jeſſe: to your tents, O Iſrael : 
55 now ſee to thine own houſe, David. So 
ou Wi Ifrael departed unto their tents. 

ce: But as for the children of Iſrael which 


but i dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam 
; reigned over them, 


80 | : — Then 


400 A D OR AM STONED. 

Then king Rehoboam ſent Adoram, 
who was over the tribute; and all Iſrael 
ftroned him with ſtones, that he died: there- 
fore king Rehoboam made ſpeed to get him 
up to his chariot, to flee to Jeruſalem, 


So Iſrael rebelled againſt the houſe of Da- 


vid unto this day. 

| And it came to- paſs when all Hrael heard 
that Jeroboam was. come again, that they 
ſent and called him unto the congregation, 


and made him king over all Iſrael: there 


was none that followed the houſe of- David, 
but the tribe of Judah onlyů _. 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jeru- 
ſalem, he aſſembled all the houſe of Judah, 


with · the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and 


fourſcore thouſand choſen men, which were 
warriors, to fight againſt the houſe of Iſrael, 
to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam 
the Son of Solomon. 


But the word of Go came unto Shemaiah: | 


the man of God, ſaying; 

Speak unto. Rehoboam the ſon of Solo- 
mon king of Judah, and unto all the houſe: 
of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant 
of the people, ſaying, 
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Thus ſaith the Lord, Ye ſhall not go up, 
nor fight againſt your brethren the children 
of Iſrael : return every man to his houſe, 
for this thing is from me. They hearkened 
therefore to the word of the Log p, and re- 


turned to depart, according to the word of 


the LORD. | 
And Rehoboam dwelt 'in Jeruſalem, and 
built cities for defence in Judah. 


And he fortified the ſtrong holds, and put i 


captains in them, and ſtore of nn and 
of oil and wine. 


And in every ſeveral city he put ſhields 


and ipears, and made them exceeding ſtrong, 
having Judah and Benjamin on his ſide. 


And the prieſts and the Levites, that were 


in all Iſrael, reſorted to him out of all their 
coaſts. 


So they ſtrengthened the kingdom of Ju- 


dah, and made Rehoboam the ſon of Solo- 
mon ſtrong, three years: for three years they 
walked in the way of David and Solomon. 
And Rehoboam made Abijah the ſon of 
Maachah the chief, to be ruler among his 


brethren: for he thought to make him king. 
And he dealt wiſely, and diſperſed of all 


his children throughout all the countries of 


Judah 
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Judah and Benjamin, unto every fenced city: 
and he gave them victual in abundance, 
And he deſired many wives. | 

And it came to paſs when Rehoboam had 
eſtabliſhed the kingdom, and had ſtrength- 
ened himſelf, he forſook the law of the Logo, 
and all Iſrael with him. 

And it came to pals that in the fifth year 
of king Rehoboam, Shiſhak king of Egypt 
came up againſt Jeruſalem, (becauſe they 
had tranſgreſſed againſt the Loxp) 

With twelve hundred chariots, and three- 
ſcore thouſand horſemen : and the people 
were without number that came with him 
out of Egypt, the Lubims, the Sukkiims, 
and the Ethiopians. 


And he took the fenced cities which per- 


tained to Judah, and came to Jeruſalem. 

Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Re- 
hoboam, and to the princes of Judah that 
were gathered together to Jeruſalem becauſe 
of Shiſhak, and ſaid unto them, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Ye have forſaken me, and therefore, 
have I alſo left you in the hand of Shiſhak. 
-  Whereupon the princes of Iſrael and the 
king humbled themſelves: and they fad, 
The Lox ts righteous. 


7” 


8 
And 
bled the 
to She! 
themſel 
them, | 
ance: : 
upon J 
Ne ve 
that the 
vice of 
So S! 
Jeruſale 
the hou 
the kin 
away al 
had ma 
Inſte; 
ſhields 
hands © 
the ent! 
And 
of the ! 
and br 
chambe 
And 
of the l 


S HIS HAK 'S INVASION. 403 


And when the Lokp ſaw that they hum- 
bled themſelves, the word of the LoxD came 
to Shemaiah, ſaying, They have humbled 
themſelves : therefore J will not deftroy 
them, but I will grant them ſome deliver- 
ance: and my wrath ſhall not be poured out 
upon Jeruſalem by the hand of Shiſhak. 

Nevertheleſs, they ſhall be his ſervants : 
that they may know my ſervice, and the ſer- 
vice of the kingdoms of the countries. 

So Shiſhak king of Egypt came up againſt 
Jeruſalem, and took away the treaſures of 
the houſe of the Lorp, and the treaſures of 
the king's houſe ; he took all: he carried 
away alſo the ſhields of gold which Solomon 
had made. 

Inſtead of which king Rehoboam md 
ſhields of braſs, and committed them to the 
hands of the chief of the guard, that kept 
the entrance of the king's houſe. 

And when the king entered into the houſe 


of the Log, the guard came and fet them, 


and brought them again into the guard- 

chamber, 
And when he humbled himſelf, the wrath 
of the Logy turned from him, that he would 
not 
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404 RE H OBO AM S DEATH. 
not deſtroy him altogether; and alſo in ju- 
dah things went well. 

80 king Rehoboam ſtrengthened him 
in Jeruſalem, and reigned. For Rehoboam 
was one and forty years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned ſeventeen years in 
Jeruſalem, the city which the Lokp had 
choſen out of all the tribes of Iſrael to put 
his name there. And his mother's name was 
Naamah an Ammoniteſs. 

And he did evil, becauſe he 5 not 
his heart to ſeek the Lok p. 

And there was war between Rehoboimn 
and Jeroboam all their days. 

And Rehoboam ſlept with his fathers, and 
was buried in the city of David. And Abi- 
jah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


© ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


The men whom Rehoboam conſulted, were perſons 


who had been educated with him, and quite unſkilled | 


in ſtate affairs; Rehoboam ſeems to have been a very 
imprudent prince, or he would not have preferred the 
advice of ſuch ignorant perſons, to the counſel of thoſe, 
whom age and experience had taught wiſdom; beſides, 
if he had taken a little time for reflection, his own rea- 
ſon would have ſuggeſted, that ſuch kind of threaten- 


ings as he made uſe of, were more likely to aggravate 
| | than 
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RE H OBO AMS IMPIETY. 49g 


than to appeaſe the diſcontent of the people. Of 
what nature the grievances they complained of were, 
we cannot exactly tell; but it is likely, that Solomon 
had demanded contributions of them, towards his un- 
bounded expences, which they murmured to pay. 

Rehoboam did not endeavour to procure the favour 
of the Logy ; inſtead of that, he left IERUSALEM, 
where the TEMPLE was, and repaired to Shecherm ; 
this ſhews, that he was not a religious prince. The 
people, it is likely, ſent for Jeroboam from Egypt, to 
intimidate Rehoboam. When his fubjects revolted, 
the king employed a very unpromiſing method to con- 
ciliate them; for Adoram was collector of the tribute, and 
therefore the moſt obnoxious perſon he could ſend ; 
as it appeared that he came to demand, what they had 
already refuſed to pay; ſo that it was natural to expect 
he would fall a victim to their rage. 

In mercy to the houſe of David, and in remem- 
brance of his covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, the Lox D did not utterly for/ake his people, but 
from this time frequently made known his will by 
means of his PROPHETS; and on the preſent occaſion, 
graciouſly ſent Shemaiah to prevent any farther con- 
teſts between the tribes, as it would be in vain for 
Judah to ſtrive againſt the Divins WILL ; neither 
would Gop permit {/rael to cut off the branch of 
Davin. | 

You muſt not ſuppoſe, my dear, that JeRoBoam's 
ambition, or REHoBOAM's imprudence, were from the 
Loap; the original cauſe of this unhappy revolution 
was, the introduction of IDOLATRY znto the land. 
Whilſt the king of Iſrael was careful of preſerving the 
| worſhip 


466 REH OB OAM Ss PISGRACE, R 


Worſhip of God pure and wrdefiled, he was conſidered both he 2 

as the LorD's wicegerent ; and according to the cove. Wil the Lon! 
nant which the Lok p had graciouſly made, had a ric and for / 
in all zmportant affairs, to expect direction from him by Judah, b 
which he was bound to act. The SUrREmME Brix WW and that 
certainly knoweth before hand what every perſon wil {Ml the Lox: 


do, but does not incline any one to evi; on the con. beforehan 
trary, has taught men the conſequences of good and WW Judah, 
evil; if they are deſerving of mercy, his PRovipexcy WW was how 
interpoſes for their happins/5 ; but if, on the contrary, WM which ha 
they are ipious and opprefive, and reject the warning and alſo | 
he has cauled to be given, he leaves them at laſt to fall its greate, 
into deffrudiom. The ſon of Solemon was diſgraced, Rehob 


not only for his father's apoſtaſy, but for neglecting u liverance 
deſtroy the idols, and to ſolicit for himſelf the favour wards; | 
of Gop: and Jeroboam's ambition was ſuffered to ſuc- ¶ #4red not 
ceed, as the other tribes were unworthy of a better As yo 
king. | Pharaoh” 

Temporal rewards and puniſhments are not ſo equally WM that Shif 
lon; In 
lomon bi 
in Egyp 
mon's fa 
throne, a 
mak was 


diſpenſed as formerly, either towards kingdoms or pat. 
ticular individuals, for we are now taught to look far 
retribution in a future ſtate 3 but the kingdom of It 
rael had peculiar promiſes that no wickedneſs ſhould 
ſucceed againſt them, whilſt they continued to hey 
forth the glory of Gon ; and they had alſo threatning 


of ſevere puniſhments if they brought diſhonour upon I may 
his Hoy Naur, by putting idols in competition WW reflection 
with hun. am ſure | 

Inftead of removing the abominations, which pro- vere ver) 


voked the LorpD to withdraw his g/orzonus PRESESCE 
from this once happy land, Rehoboam was only intent 


on ſtrengthening his kingdom by human means, 1 
bo! 
5 | f 


A REHOBOAM?'S FOLLY AND SIN. 40 
dere WM both he and his people increaſed in wickedneſs ; but 
cove. the L.oR D was {till mindful of his covenant with David, 
L 71ght and for his ſake prevented the ruin which threatened 
im by Judah, by reſtraining Shiſhak from deſtroying them; 
EING and that they might know that it was the power of 
1 «vil WM the Loxp that delivered them, the prophet was ſent 
con- 4:/or+/2r:d to bring them to repentance ; happily for 
J an Judah, they liſtened to his remonſtrances. Shithak 
exce was however permitted to take the golden ſhields, 
tray, which had been the pride of Solomon and Rehobam; 
ning and alſo to deſpoil the Temple, which had already loft 
to fall its greateſt GLORY, 
raced, Rehoboam ſeems to have been affected with this de- 
ing o liverance, and to have frequented the Temple after- 
Favour wards; but ſtill his ſervice was deficient, for he pre- 
0 {nee pared not his heart to do the will of the LoRD. 
better As you lately read that Solomon was married to 
Pharaoh's daughter, it muſt appear ſtrange to you, 
qually WW that Shiſhak king of Egypt, ſhould come againſt his 
r pet. bon; 1 muſt therefore inform you, that in the yeur So- 
1k for WW lomon built his Temple, there happened a revolution 
of If: in Egypt, when that race of kings, from whom Solo- 
ſhould mon's father-in-law deſcended, were diſpoſſeſſed of the 
o ſhev iſ throne, and were ſucceeded by another, of whom Shi- 
tning Wi flak was the firit monarch. 
r upon I may now leave you, my dear, to make your own 
etition iſ reflections on Rehoboam's folly and wickedneſs; and I 
am ſure you muſt perceive, that both he and his people 
h pro- vere very undeſerving of the divine favour, 
SERCE | 
intent 
55 and 
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| HEN Jeroboam built Shechem in Wand he 
mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein, {WBcth-el 
and went out from thence, and built Penuel, Whad ma 
And Jeroboam ſaid in his heart, Now ſhall {MWpriefts c 
the kingdom return to the houſe of David: So he 
If this people go up to do ſacrifice in the MWmade it 
houſe of the Logp at Jeruſalem, then ſhall eighth! 
the heart of this people turn again unto their Nad dev 
lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah, and I feaſt u 
they ſhall kill me, and go again to Reho- Mifered up 


"ECT 1 


Taz Reicx or JEROBOAM KIS or ISRAEL, 


boam king of Judah. And 
Whereupon the king took counſel, and {put of J1 
made two calves of gold, and ſaid unto them, Weth-el : 
It is too much for you to go up to Jeruſa- urn inc. 
lem: behold thy gods, O Ifrael, which And h 


brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. f the L. 
And he ſet the one in Beth-el, and the Mhaith the 
other put he in Dan. Into the 

And this thing became a fin: for the nd upon 
people went to worſhip before the one, even ish plac 


unto Dan. nen's bo; 
And Vor. 


And he made an houſe of high places, and 
made priefts of the loweſt of the people, which 
were not of the ſons of Levi. 


month, like unto the feaſt that is in Judah, 


Beth-el) ſacrificing unto the calves that he 
had made: and he placed in Beth-el the 
prieſts of the high places which he had made. 

So he offered upon the altar which he had 
made in Beth-el, the fifteenth day of the 


eighth month, even in the month which he 
their ad deviſed of his on heart : and ordained | 
feaſt unto the children of Tract, nd he of- 


tered upon the altar, and burnt incenſe. 

And behold there came a man of Gop 
but of Judah, by the word of the Lox unt 
Beth-el : and Jeroboam ſtood by che _— to 
intense EIT PO Ou 
vhich And he cried acainſt the altar in the word 


pt. f the Lonp, and ſaid, O alter, altar, thus 


d the With the Lok p, Behold, a child ſhall be born 
to the houſe of David, Joſiah by name, 

r the Nad upon thee ſhall he offer the prieſts of the 
even ish places that burn incenſe upon thee; and 


nen's bones ſhall be burnt upon thee. 
Andi Vor. III. * And 


JEROBOAM'S PRESUMPTION. 40g 


And Jeroboam ordained a feaſt in RY 
eighth month, on the fifteenth. day of the 


and he offered upon the altar, (ſo did he in 


410 JEROBOAM'S INTREATIES. . 


And he gave a fign the ſame day ſaying, A 
This is the ſign which the Lok D hath If th 
ſpoken ; Behold, the altar ſhall be rent, and {Wl not g 
the afhes that are upon it ſhall be pojre nor d 
out. Fo 

And it came to paſs when king e the I 
heard the ſaying of the man of Sor, which water 
had cried againſt the altar in Beth. el, that thou 
he put forth his hand from the altar, ſaying, So 
Lay hold on him. And his hand which he not by 


put forth againſt him, dried up, ſo that he Aft 
could not pull it in again to him. from! 
The altar alſo was rent, and the abe loweſt 
poured out from the altar, according to te places 
ſign which the man of Gop had given by te him, 7 
word of the Lok b. the hig 


And the king anſwered and faid unto tit And 
man of God, Intreat now the face of of Jer 
Lozp thy Gop, and pray for me, that af ſtroy it 
hand may be reſtored me again. And the Att 
man of Gor beſought the Loxp,' and tit fell fick 
king's hand was reſtored him _ and be- And 
came as it was before. 728 pray the 

And the king ſaid unto . man of Gon not kno 
Come home with me and refreſhthyſelf, aff Set thee 
I will give thee a reward. tne prop 

| | | And king ov 


JEROBOAM?'S/ SIN. 410 

And the man of Gop ſaid: unto the king, 
If thou wilt give me half thine houſe; I will 
not go in with thee, neither will Leat bread, 
nor drink water in this place. 

For ſo was it charged me by the wand of 
the Lord, ſaying, Eat no bread, nor drink 
water, nor turn again by the ſame way that 
thou cameſt. e t 

So he went another way, and med 
not by the way that he came to Beth-el. 

After this thing, Jeroboam returned not 
from his evil way, but made again of the 
loweſt of the people, prieſts of the high 
places: whoſoever would, he conſecrated 
him, and he became one of the prieſts of 
the high places. 

And this thing became ſin unto the houſe 
of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to de- 
troy it from off the face of the earth. 

At that time Abyah the fon of n. 
Mick 15 40 

And Jeroboam ſaid to his wiſe Ariſe, 1 
pray thee, and diſguiſe thyſelf, that thou be 
not known to be the wife of Jeroboam: and 
get thee to Shiloh; behold, there is Ahijah 
the prophet, which told me chat 1 ſhould be 
king over this people. | bo 

e And 


412 AHIJAH'S SICKNESS. 


And take with thee ten loaves, and crack. 


nels, and a cruſe of honey, and go to him: 
he ſhall tell thee what ſhall become of the 
child. 

And Jeroboam's wife did ſo, and aroſe and 
went to Shiloh, and came to the houſe of 
Ahijah: but Ahyah could not ſee, for his 
eyes were ſet by reaſon of his age. 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Ahijah, Behold, 
the wife of Jeroboam cometh to aſk a thing 
of thee for her ſon, for he is ſick : thus and 
thus ſhalt thou ſay unto her: for it ſhall be 
when ſhe cometh in, that ſhe ſhall Fig her- 
ſelf to be another woman. 

And it was ſo, when Ahyah heard the 
ſound of her feet, as ſhe came in at the door, 
that he ſaid, Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam, 
why feigneſt thou thyſelf to be another? tor 
I am fent to thee with heavy tidings. 

. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus ſaith the Lox 
Gop of Iſrael, Foraſmuch as I exalted thee 
from among the people, and made thee 
prince over my people Iſrael. 

And rent the kingdom away from the 
houſe of David, and gave it thee; and yet 
thou haſt not been as my ſervant David, 


who kept my commandments, and who fol- 
lowed 
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THE LORD'S THREATENINGS. 413 


lowed me with all his heart, to do that my 
which was right in mine eyes, 

But haſt done evil above all that were be- 
fore thee: for thou haſt gone and made thee 
other gods, and molten images, to provoke 
me to anger, and haſt caſt me behind thy 
ek: | 
Therefore behold, I will bring evil upon 
the houſe of Jeroboam, and will cut off 
from Jeroboam every man, and him that 
is ſhut up and left in Iſrael, and will take 
away the remnant of the houſe of Jeroboam, 
as a man taketh away dung, till it be all 
gone, 
Him that dieth of en in the city, 
ſhall the dogs eat: and him that dieth in 
the field, ſhall the fowls of the air eat: for 
the LozD hath ſpoken it. | 

Ariſe thou, therefore, get thee to thine 
own houſe : and when thy feet enter into 
the city, the child ſhall die. | 

And all Iſrael ſhall mourn for him, and 
bury him: for he only of Jeroboam ſhall 
come to the grave, becauſe in him there 1s 
ound ſome good thing toward the LoRD 
0D of Iſrael, in the houſe of Jeroboam. 


ET 4 Moreover, 


44  AHIJAH'S DEATH. 

Moreover, the Lord ſhall raiſe him up 2 
King over Iſrael, who ſhall cut off the houſe 
of ferobbain that day: 

For the Lokp ſhall ſmite Iſrael, as a reed 
is ſhaken in the water, and he ſhall root up 
Ifrael out of this good land, which he gave 
to their fathers, and ſhall ſcatter them be- 
yond the river, becauſe they have made their 
groves, provoking the Loap to anger. 

And he ſhall give Iſrael up, becauſe of 
the ſin of Jeroboam, who did fin, 12 5 who 
made Iſrael to fin, 

And Jeroboam's wife aroſe, and departed, 
and came to Tirzah: and when ſhe came to 
the threſhold of the door, the child died. 
And they buried him, and all Ifradl 
mourned for him, according to the word of 
the Loxp, which he ſpake by the hand of his 
ſervant Ahyah the prophet. 

And the days which Jeroboam reigned, 
were two and twenty years: and he ſlept 
with his fathers, and Nadab his ſon reigned 
in his Read. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


Jeroboam had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his valour and 
induſtry, Wer induced Solomon to fix upon him as 4 
g prope: 
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THE PROPHET'S SIGN. 415. 


proper -perſon for the poſt he appointed him to; he 
ſeems to have been of a very aſpiring temper, and to 
have entertained a ſecret wviſh to reign over Iſrael ; I 
need not tell you, it would have been a fruitleſs one, if 


reed Solomon had not forfeited the divine protection: that 
up Jeroboam might not however, ſuppoſe, that he gained 
rave dominion over the Loxp's people by his own courage or 


abilities, a PROPHET was ſent to declare the Loxy's 
intention of rending the kingdom, and giving the go- 
vernment of ten tribes to him; and at the ſame time to 
inform him, why Solomon's memory was diſgraced, 
and to promiſe Jeroboam the eſtabliſhment of the king- 
dom of Iſrael in his family, if he would imitate David 
in his piety and obedience to the commands of GoD. 

Ahijah, it is ſuppoſed, clad 4:m/e/Fin a new gar- 
ment, in order to give Jeroboam. a ſign ; for it was cuſ- 
tomary for prophets to make uſe of ſuch methods, that 
their predictions might be more /fri#ing : in the preſent 
inſtance, the ten pieces given in the LorD's name to 
jeroboam, were a token of conveyance of the tribes de 
him. . 

Jeroboam ſoon forgot the admonitions of the pro- 
phet, and brought the car/e-of Gop upon himſelf by 


ned, the abominable practice of idolatry. It is likely that 
ſlept he apprehended Rehoboam would have the advantage, 
ad entice the people back to himſelf, if Iſrael con- 
Inc 
- tinued to reſort to the Temple at IERVUsALEM; he 
therefore ſtudied for an expedient to prevent” their 
doing ſo. 
. In Solomon's reign the people Built them high als on 
; every high hill, and under every green tree; and did ac- 
Ir an 


my to all the abominations of the nations, which the 
T 4 Lok 
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Loxp caſt out, before the children of Iſrael; they were 


therefore eaſily induced to forſake the Lonxp. 
Jeroboam knew that he had not means to build x 
Temple to vie with that of Solomon, but ſomething he 
thought he muſt do to prevent the deſertion of his peo. 
ple; having reſided for a long time in Egypt, he 
wiſhed to form an alliance with that country, with a 
view to ſtrengthen his power. The Egyptians had 
two oxen which they worſhipped ; one at the city of 
Memphis, called Apis; the other at Hierapolis, called 
Mnevis ; that he might therefore gain the favour of 
this people, he made idols in the form of theirs, and 
placed them likewiſe in different parts of * his kingdom, 
Dan was famous in the time. of Micah, for his tera» 
phim ; and Bethel was eſteemed a facred place on ac- 
count of Jacob's viſion of the ladder, and the Logo's 
frequent appearance to him ; Jeroboam therefore con- 
trived to pleaſe the Egyptians, by ſetting up a form of 
. worſhip like theirs, and to gratify his own ſubjects in 
the choice of ſuch places as had long been reputed 
ſacred. 
Zoan, the city at which the new race of Egyptian 
kings reſided, was not far from the borders of Canaan; 
it was the intereſt of former kings to be upon good 
terms with David's race; ; but Shiſhak had cauſe to 
fear, that Solomon's ſon would be ready to join the 4. 
poſed family in Egypt; for this reaſon, it was politick 
for him to encourage Jeroboam, who was an uſurper 
alſo. 
All the order of prieſts and Levites adhered to the 
Temple n therefore they drew the ene of 
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THE PROPHET'S PUNISHMENT. 417 


jeroboam upon them ; and having occaſion for miniſ- 
ters, he choſe ſuch as you have read of. 'This was a 


great act of preſumption, but he ſtopt at nothing to 
effect his ambitious views; for without the leaſt regard 


to the ordinances of the Lord, he inſtituted e fefti- 


vals; ſo that he totally ſubverted the publick worſhip, 


and the people plunged themſelves headlong into the 
groſſeſt idolatry, and entirely forſook the Lord ; but 


the SUPREME BEING, in his infinite mercy, , vouch- 


ſafed to call them to repentance, by ſending a prophet, 


and working ſuch miracles as one would have thought. 


muſt have converted them. 

The prediction which the prophet delivered reſpect- 
ing Jos AH, was a very remarkable one, and you will 
ind it was afterwards exactly accompliſhed. * We are 
told, that this young prophet came to a very àntimely 
ed; for he ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded by another 
prophet, who pretended to be alſo inſpired, to go to 
bis houſe, inſtead of obeying the Lorxy's commands, 
which he had received him/elF by divine inſpiration : 
to puniſh him for thus inconſiderately preferring the 
word of a man to the auord of Go, he was torn to- 
pieces by a lion (to ſave him from which, he was per- 
baps directed to return home another way.) This, 
puniſhment appears very ſevere, becauſe it ſeems that 
be really thought the old prophet ſpake truth; but we 
may ſuppoſe, Gop permitted him to be /lain for a 
warning to others, which was particularly neceſſary in 
the land o, Iſracl in theſe times; and as I have before 
obſerved, whenever it is the Divine W1LL to infli 
udements, Which to Luman apprehenſion appear undeſerv= 


* x Kings, ch. xili. 


ES ; 


— 24 — os n 7 
_ N TG — OE . 8 _ 
p 


413 JEROBOAM'S CRIMES. 


ed; vie muſt recolleQ, that zhis life is not the whole of 
our exiſtence, but there is a future fate, where God will 
bring every work into judgment ; and every ſecret thought, 
 evhether it be good, or whether it be evil. 
The mercy of Gop was ſhewn to Jeroboam, in warn- 
ing him of the deſtruction he would bring on his fa 
mily ; and alſo to his ſon the good youth Abijah, by 
taking him into a happier ſtate : this death, which was 
a puniſhment to the parent, was a bleſſing to the child, 
The Lord threatened by the mouth of his prophet, 


that “he would give Jhrael up, becauſe of the fin if 


Feroboam, who did fin, and who made Iſrael to fin,” 
You muſt not from this ſuppoſe, that Iſrael would have 
been puniſhed for the wickedneſs of their ſovereign if 
the people had adhered to their duty. They well knew 
that Jeroboam's proceedings were directly contrary to the 
law of God ; yet they willing y made themſelves par 
takers of his crime, and therefore deſerved to be given 
up. It is called Jeroboam's fin, becauſe he introduced 
it ; but the people muſt have been inclined to idolatry, 
or they would not have been fo eaſily influenced by 
him. 

Jeroboam and the Iſraelites were as unde/erving u 
the people of Judah, of Gop's ſavour; and one is lot 
in admiration of the divine forbearance, that they wer 
ſuffered to remain on the face of the earth! 
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nave BN his mother's name was Maachah, the daugh- 
”y ter of Abiſhalom. 
yolk And he walked in all the fins of his father, 
s jor. which he had done before him: and his 
e given heart was not perfect with the Loxp his God, 
duced BI as the heart of David his father. 
_— Nevertheleſs, for David's ſake did the 
ced bf | „5 ; 
LoRD his Gop give him a lamp in Jerufa- 
ving lem, to ſet up his ſon after _ and to eſta- 
: is ol bliſh, Jeruſalem : 
ry wel Becauſe David did that which was 4 | 
in the eyes of the Loxp, and turned not 1 
ace from any thing that he commanded him | 
all the days of his life, ſave only in the mat- 1 
ter of Uriah the Hittite. 
E CT, And there was war between Rehoboam 
and Jeroboam all the days of his life. 
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h, by | 155 

Fin OW in the eighteenth year of king | 
e Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, e | 
fin of WM Abijam over Judah. | | 
o fon.” Three years reigned he in Jerufalem; and | 

d have 
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And Abijam ſet the battle in array with an 
army of valiant men of war, even four hun- 
dred thouſand choſen men: Jeroboam alſo 
ſet the battle in array againſt him with eight 
hundred thouſand choſen men, being mighty 
men of valour. 


And Abijam ſtood vp upon mount Zemw 


raim, which is in mount Ephraim, and ſaid, 
Hear me, thou Jeroboam, and all Iſrael. 
DOugnt ye not to know, that the Loxp Go 
of Iſrael gave the kingdom over Iſrael to 
David Rug ever, even to him and to his ſons 
by a covenant of ſalt ? 

Yet Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, the ſer- 
vant of Solomon the ſon of David, is riſen 
up and hath rebelled againſt his lord. 

And there are aatheved unto him vain men 
the children of Belial, and have ſtrengthened 
themſelves againſt Rehoboam the ſon of So- 
lomon, when Rehoboam was young and 
tender-hearted, and could not withſtand 


them. 
And now ye think to withſtand the king- 


dom of the LogD 1 in the hand of the ſons o 
David; and ye be a great multitude, and 


there are with you golden calves, which Je- 
roboam made you for gods. 
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Have ye not caſt out the p. ieſts of the 
Lonp the ſons of Aaron, an the Levites, 
and have made you prieſts after the manner 
of the nations of other lands ? ſo that who- 
ſoever cometh to conſecrate himſelf with a 
young bullock and ſeven rams, the ſame 
may be a prieſt of them that are no gods. 
But as for us, the Loxp is our Gop, and. 
we have not forſaken him: and the prieſts 
which miniſter unto the Lord are the ſons 
of Aaron, and the Levites wait upon their 
buſineſs: | 

And they burn unto the Loxp every 
morning and every evening burnt-ſacrifices 
and ſweet incenſe : the ſhew-bread alſo ſet 
they in order upon the pure table; and the 
candleſtick of gold with the lamps thereof, to 
burn every evening: for we keep the charge 
of the LoRD our. God: but ye have for- 
laken him. ; | 

And behold, Gop himſelf is with us for 
our captain, and his prieſts with ſounding 
trumpets to cry alarm againſt you. O chil- 
dren of Iſrael, fight ye not againſt the Loxp 
Cob of your fathers: for ye ſhall not proſper. 

But Jeroboam cauſed an ambuſhment to 


come out behind them : for they were be- 
| fore 


422 JUDAH'S VICTORY. 
fore Judah, and the ambuſnment was be- 
hind them. 

And when Judah looked back, behold, the 
battle was before and behind : 
cried unto the Lonp, and the prieſts eur 
ed with the trumpets. 

Then the men of Judah gave a ſhout: 
and as the men of Judah ſhouted, it came to 
paſs, that Gop ſmote Jeroboam and all Liracl 
before Abijam and Judah. 

And the children of Iſrael fled before 
Judah: and Gop delivered them into their 
hand. 

And Abjjam and his people ſlew them with 
a great ſlaughter: ſo there ſell down ſlain of 
Iracl five hundred thouſand choſen men. 

Thus the children of Iſrael were brought 
under at that time, and the children of Ju- 
dah prevailed, becauſe they rehed _ the 
Logp Gop of their fathers, 

And Abjam purſued after Jeroboam, and 
took cities from him, Beth-el with the towns 
thereof, and Jeſhanah with the towns there- 
of, and Ephrain with the towns thereof. 

Neither did Jeroboam recover ſtrength 
again in the days of Abijam, and the LosD 
ſtruck him, and he died, 
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But Abijam waxed mighty, and married 
fourteen wives, and had twenty and two 
ſons, and ſixteen daughters. 

And the reſt of the acts of Abijam, and his 
ways, and his ſayings, are written in the 
ſtory of the prophet Iddo. | 

And Abyam flept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the city of David; and. 
Aſa his fon reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS... 


In the ſpeech which Abijam addreſſed to Jeroboam 
and the Iſraelites, calling upon them in the name of the 
Lon p to forſake idolatry, and return to their duty; 
he acted agreeably to the will of Goo, and as became 
the deſcendant of David : Jeroboam on the contrary, 
preſumptuouſly oppoſed the Loxo, and depending on his 
ſuperior army, reſolved to attempt the deitruction of 
Judah, though he had formerly been forbidden by a 
divine command, to lift up his hand againft the race of 
David; the Lord therefore, not only delivered Judah, 
but enabled Abijam, by his Almighty power, to obtain a 
wonderful victory over the Iſraelites; and we are 
taught to regard the Divins 7izterpofition on this oc- 
caſion, as a proof of Gop's remembrance of David, to 
whom he had promiſed, that his fidelity ſhould be 
finally rewarded by bleſſings on his poſterity, though 
for reaſons which muſt appear juſt, they would be af- 
fied for a time. 


If 


424 AB IJ AM'S SIN. 
If Abijam and the people of Judah had continued 


ſteadfaſt in the principles which ſeem to have aRuated | 


them on this occaſion, the favour of the LORD would 
have remained with them for their own /a#es ; but we 
are told, that this king avalted in all the /ins of bis fa- 
ther, for he removed not the high places, neither did he 
deſtroy idolatry as he might have done, when he had 
Bethel in his-power; and found by experience, that not 
only his people would ftand by him in the attempt, but 
that he had the greateſt reaſon to expect, that the Loxo 


would himſelf aſſiſt him in the vindication of his ho- 


nour: for this neglect, it is likely that the Logo 
ſhortened the days of Abijam. | 
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8 E CF. E. 
Tur Rec or NADAB Kixe or ISRAEL TA 
REkICN oF BAASHA KIX G or ISRAEL. 

A ND Nadab the ſon of Jeroboam be- 

gan to reign over Iſrael, in the ſecond 
year of Aſa king of Judah, and ine over 
liracl two years. 
And he did evil in the gane of the Loni 
and walked in the way of his father, and in 
is ſin wherewith he made Iſrael to ſin. 
And Baaſha the ſon of Ahijah, of the 
houſe of INachar, conſpired againſt him; 
ad Baaſha ſmote him at Gibbethon, which 
b:longeth to. the Philiſtines, (for Nadab, 
and all Iſrael laid ſiege to Gibbethon) 
And he did evil in the fight of the Loan, 
nd walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in 
is ſin wherewith he made Iſrael to fin. 
And it came to paſs! When he! reigned, 1 
hat he ſmote all the houſe of Jeroboam, he 4 


il he had deſtroyed him, according unto the 
aying of the Logp, which he ſpake by his 
eryant Ahijah the Shilonite, 1 
| en 


426 THE LORD's THREATENINGS, 


Becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam which he 
ſinned, and which he made Iſrael to ſin, b pen #0 
his provocation wherewith he evoked 5 | 4 
Loxp Gop of Iſrael to anger. nt tt 

And there was war between Aſa 5 Baa be 228 
ſha king of Iſrael all their days. 18 

Then the word of the Log came to Tehy 
the ſon of Hanani, againſt Baaſha, faying 25 
Foraſmuch as I exalted thee out of the Nadab 
duſt, and made thee prince over my people ſhut him 
Iſrael, and thou haſt walked in the wad EFT 
Jeroboam, and haſt made my people Iiral ge 
4 CO provoke me to anger with their ' 2 

I OWN 

Behold, I will take away the Weder oe ine 
Baaſha, and the poſterity of his houſe : and 3 
will make thy houſe like the houſe of Ivy 32 
boam the ſon of Nebat. | uy ” 

Him that dieth of Baaſha in the city, ſal | 2 = 
the dogs eat: and him that dieth of his in been, if 
the fields, ſhall the fowls of the air eat. n 

$o Baaſha ſlept with his fathers, and iu Lon 
buried in Tirzah, and mag his fon reigrie Ws 
in his ſtead. | 1 Wn 3 

And alſo by the 3 of the Sober Jehy larly in 
the ſon of Hanani, came the word of tht 1 

Imitated 
Lonp againſt Baaſha, and againſt his houſt jultly ſay 


K vel 


NADAB'S WICKEDNESS. 427 
eren for all the evil that he did in the fight. 
of the LorD, in provoking him to anger 
with the work of his hands, in being like 
the houſe of Jeroboam, and becauſe he killed 
him. | 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Nadab's wicked, reign was of ſhert duration, for he 
ſhut himſelf totally out from Gop's favour by idola- 
trous practices and hardened obduracy, and therefore 
the treachery of Baaſha was ſuffered to ſucceed againſt 
him. The cruelty of this ambitious man in deſtroying 
ſo many of his predeceſſor's relations, proceeded from 
his own bad heart, and was therefore reckoned amongſt 


the crimes for which he was cut off. Baaſha did not 


at in conſequence of any expreſs command from Gop 
to deſtroy the poſterity of Jeroboam, but in order to 
vſurp the throne, and was therefore guilty of murder; 
you muſt not ſuppoſe that he was infigated by Gow, 


but only that he was not reftrained, as he would have 
been, if Jeroboam and his family had endeavoured to 


ſecure the divine protection. You have already met 
with inſtances in the courſe of this hiſtory, of the 
Lord's taking compaſſion on repentant ſinners, and 
preventing that deſtruction which would have fallen 
en them if they had perſiſted in their ſin, particu- 
larly in the caſe of David. Jeroboam and his race, 
vould have been preſerved in like manner, if they had 
imitated David's example: ſo that the Lox D might 
July ſay to Baafha, by the mouth of his prophet, 


« Foraſmuch. 


428 GOD'S GOODNESS AND JUSTICE. 


& Foraſmuch as I exalted thee out of the duſt, and mad: 
thee prince over my people Iſrael, &c.”? becauſe it would 
have been impeſtble for Baaſha to have exalted Hin 
contrary to the Divine WILL. 

We have cauſe to admire the goodneſs and juſtice of 
God in every inſtance, for they were both diſplayed, 
even in his diſpenſations towards thoſe bad king, 

who reliſted his authority and deſpiſed his power. 
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S ECT. LVA 
Taz Reicn or ASA KING or JUD AH. 


0” Abijam ſlept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city of David., And 


he land was quiet ten years. 

And Aſa did that which was good and 
right in the eyes of the Lokp his Gop. 

For he took away the altars of the ſtrange 
pods, and the high places, and brake down 
he images, and cut down the groves. 
And commanded Judah to ſeek the Loxp 
ob of their fathers, and to do the law and 
he commandment. 


udah the high places and the images: and 
e kingdom was quiet before him. 


And he built fenced cities in Judah: for 


ears; becauſe the Lok had given him reſt. 
Therefore he ſaid unto Judah let us build 
eſe cities; and make about them walls and 
wers, gates and bars, while the land is yet 


fore 


Ala his ſon reigned in his ſtead. In his days | 


Alſo he took away out of all the c cities of 


he land had reſt, and he had no war in thoſe 


46% ASAB PRAYER 


before us; becauſe we have ſought the Logy 


An 
our Gop, we have ſought him, and he hat him 
given us reſt on every fide, So they built Ethio 
and proſpered. n 

And Aſa had an army of men that bar ſtroye 
targets and ſpears, out of Judah three hu and tl 
dred thouſand, and out of Benjamin, that Ar 
bare ſhields and drew bows, two hundred Serar 
and fourſcore thouſand: all theſe were nem: 

mighty men of valour, there 
And there came out againſt "ME Zen . The 
the Ethiopian with an hoſt of a thouſand <:rrie 
thouſand, and three hundred chariots : ana and re 
he came unto Mareſhah. | Anc 

Then Aſa went out againſt * and the the for 


ſet the battle in array in the valley of Zephs Ka 
thah at Mareſhah. unto | 

And Aſa cried unto ho Loxp his G, and B 
and ſaid, Lob, it is nothing with thee to while.) 
help, whether with many, or "th them tha 


he wil 
have no power: help us, O Logp our God: 


him, h 


for we reſt on thee, and in thy name we H No 
againſt this multitude: O Los, thou art oui withoy 
God ; let not man prevail againſt thee. ing pri 

So the Loxp ſmote the Ethiopians beſoſſi But 
Aſa, and before Judah: and the Ethiopia unto th 
fled. him, hi 


a 
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ASA ENCOURAGED. gt 


Lord And Aſa and the people that were with 
hal him purſued them unto Gerar: and the 
7 bull Ethiopians were overthrown, that they could 

not recover themſelves ; for they were de- 


it bur groyed before the Loxp and before his hoſt; 4 
hun- and they carried away very much ſpoil. | 
n, that And they ſinote all the cities round about 


1ndre Gerar ; for the fear of the Lord came upon 
Wen them: and they, ſpoiled all the cities: for 
there was exceeding much ſpoil in them. 

Zend They ſmote alſo the tents of cattle, and 
oulanl8 carried away ſheep and camels in abundance, 
s: ano and returned to Jeruſalem. 

And the Spirit of Gop came upon Azariah 
the ſon of Oded. 

And he went out to meet Aſa, and ſaid 
unto him, Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah 
and Benjamin; the Lorp is with you, 
while. ye be with him; and if ye ſeek. him, 
he will be found of you : but if Fe: forſake 
him, he will forſake you. | 

Now for a long ſeaſon Iſrael hath been 
without the true Gop, and without a teach- 
Ing prieſt, and without law. 

But when they in their trouble did turn 
unto the Log D Gop of Iſrael, and ſought 
him, he was found of them. 
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432 ASA ENCOURAGED. 


And in thoſe times there was no peace u Ane 
him that went Gut, nor to him that came in, I dme, 
but great vexations were upon all the inha- ſeyen 
bitants of the countries. | ſheep. 

And nation was deſtroyed of nation, and Anc 

City of city : for Gop did vex chem with al che Lc 
adverſity. | heart a 

Be ye ſtrong therefore, and let not your Tha 
hands be weak: for your work thall ben re- Go e 
warded. whethe 
And when Afa heard theſe words, and the woman 

| prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took cou- And 
rage, and put away the abominable idols out voice, 
'of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and pets, at 
out of the cities which he had taken from And 
mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of they h 

the Lozp that was before are! 25555 of tae ought 
Loxp. Was fou 
| And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin reſt rou 

and the ſtrangers with them out of Ephraim And 
and Manaileh, and out of Simeon: for they of Aſa 1 

fell to him out of Iſrael in abundance, when deen, 

they ſaw that the LoRD his Gov was wit * 
8 ech it, at 


him. 
So they gathered themſelves together a WW but t 


Jeruſalem in the third month, in the fifreenth Put of I 
year of the reign of Aſa, _— 


Vas per! 


Aud Vor. 
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e 0 And they offered unto the Lord the ſame 


ein We of the ſpoil which they had brought, 
been hundred oxen, and ſeven thouſand 


inha- 
6 ſheep. 

\ and And they entered into a covenant to ſeek 

th an the Lon Gop of their fathers, with all their 
5 heart and with all their ſoul; 

That whoſoever would not ſeek the LorRD 
Gop of Iſrael ſhould be put to death, 
| whether ſmall or great, whether man or 
ae voman. 
80 And they ſware unto tlie Loas with aloud 
1s out voice, and with ſnouting, and with trum- 
3, and pets, and with cornets. 
fon And all Judah rejoiced at the oath : for 
fd they had ſworn with all their heart, and 
of the W/2vght him with their whole defire, and he 

| was found of them: and the Loxp gave them 
reſt round about. | 

And alſo concerning Maachah the mother 
of Aſa the king, he removed her from being 
queen, becauſe ſhe had made an idol in a 
grove: and Ala cut down her idol and ſtamp- 
ed it, and burned it at the brook Kidron. 
but the high places were not taken away. 
Put of Iſrael: nevertheleſs, the heart of” Ala 

vas perfect all his days. | 
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434 ASA'S LEAGUE WITH SYRIA. 


And there was no more war unto the fire 


and thirtieth year of the reign of Aſa. 3 
In the fix and thirtieth year of the rein .. 1 1 
of Aſa, Baaſha king of Iſrael came up again An 
Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent tha Af k 
he might let none go out or come 1 to A cauſe 
king of Judah. and n 
Then Aſa brought out ſilver and gold ou fore i 
of the treaſures of the houſe of the Lon cout ot 
and of the king's houſe, and ſent to Ben. We 
hadad king of Syria that dwelt at Damaſcus a bug; 
ſaying, | horſen 
There is a league between me and the: me Le 

as there was between my father and thy is Pow 
ther: N ot: I have ſent thee ſilver andi 1 0 
gold; go break thy league with Baaſha king o. 9 
of Ife, that he may depart from me. perfect 
And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king A polig! 
and ſent the captains of his armies again 1 h 


the cities of Iſrael: and they ſmote Jjy The 


and Dan, and Abel-maim, and all the ſtor "OW 


cities of N aphthali. with h 
And it came to paſs, when Baaſha heul | opprefl 


it, that he left off building of Ramah, a And 
let his work ceaſe. | reign w 
Then Aſa the king took all Judah; all -xceeq; 
they. carried away the ſtones of Ramal, aul not to t 


tie 
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ie five I the timber thereof, wherewith Baaſha was 

building; and he built therewith Geba 
rein WF and Mizpeh. 
gainl And at that time Hanani the ſeer came ta 
t chat Aſs king of Judah, and ſaid unto him, Be- 
to A cauſe thou haſt relied on the king of Syria, 

and not relied on the Lorp thy Gon, there- 
1d ou fore is the hoſt of the king of — eſcaped 
Lon BY out of thine hand. 85 
> Ben. Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims 
naſcu a huge hoſt, with very many chariots and 

horſemen ? yet, becauſe thou didſt rely on 
d ther the Lox p, he delivered them into thine hand. 
thy f. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
er an throughout the whole earth, to ſhew himſelf 
na King ſtrong in the behalf of them whoſe heart is 
5 perfect towards him. Herein thou haſt done 
Ds Aly fooliſhly : therefore from henceforth thou 
againk ſhalt have wars. 
te Ion 


e ſtores 


a heard 


Then Aſa was wroth with the ſeer, and put 
him in a priſon-houſe; for he was in a rage 
with him becauſe of this thing. And Aſa 


| oppreſſed ſome of the people the ſame time. 


ab, a And Aſa in the thirty and ninth year of his 

reign was diſeaſed in his feet, his diſeaſe was 

ah; ao exceeding great: yet in his diſeaſe he ſought 
nah, a rot to the Lox, but to the phyſicians. 

: And 


the U 2 


436 AS AS DEATH. 


And Afa ſlept with his fathers, and died ig 


the one and fortieth year of his reign. 


And they buried him in his own ſepul- 
chres, which he had made for himſelf in the 
city of David, and laid him in the bed which 
was filled with ſweet odours and divers kinds 


of ſpices prepared by the apothecaries att: 
and they made a very great burning for him, 


ANNOTATIONS ann REFLECTIONS, 


Happily for himſelf, as well as for the land of Jud h, 
Aſa was in the beginning. of his reign, a prince ofa 
very different diſpoſition from his father Abijam. Hz 
employed the peace with which he was bleſſed, in re. 
forming many abuſes, and made great advances towards 
extirpating idolatry, and for this purpoſe deſtroyed al 
the High places in which there were any altars erected to 
ſtrange gods *, but did not venture to take away thoſe 
where Gop alone was worſhipped, becauſe they wer 
at that time regarded as ſacred, on account of the for- 
mer appearance of Gos, or ſome other miraculous event, 

Maachah the mother of Aſa, is ſuppoſed to have 
been not only an idolater, but a prieſteſs to one of tit 
idols: the king's behaviour to her was therefore pe 
fectly conſiſtent with his duty to Go. 

It ſeems that Ahijah in his reign, had ſet aſide, ac. 
cording to uſual cuſtom, ſome of the ſpoil to be dedl- 


* This explanation accounts for the ſeeming diſagreement be- 
tween ch. xiv. ver. 3. of the 2d of | Chron. and ch. xv. ver. 12-0 
the 1k of Kings, See Patrick's Comment. 
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AS As MISTRUST. 49 


cated to the Lok p; but his piety did not continue 


long enough for him to compleat his purpoſe. 
Zerah, the king.-who invaded Jeruſalem, is ſuppoſed 


to have come from Arabia: notwithſtanding he brought 
ſuch an aſtoniſhing army, his attempt was fruitleſs ; 


for as Iſrael confided in the Lox p, the roc of their /al- 
vation, it was in vain for Human power to itrive againſt 
them. Though Gon did not. in theſe days honour his 


| people with a e token of his intmediate PRESENCE- 
in the Tabernacle, he fill gave repeated proofs that he 


was near at hand, to hear their prayers, and lend them 


alftance if they would but ſeek him with a willing 
heart: his ſervants the prophets, were occaſionally ſent 


to admoniſh and encourage them, that they might 


not forget the promiſes made to their forefathers, nor 
tall into deſpair from the apprehenſion, that Gop had. 


utterly forſaken them. 


As long as Aſa continued to rely on the Logo he 
was bleſſed with proſperity; but you find his zeal 
abated, and inſtead of applying to Go, as on a former: 
occaſion, he engaged the aid of the king of Syria, by 
means of ſome of the treaſures of the houſe of Gov. ! 
In this Aſa committed a great fin ; for though in caſes. 
of extreme neceſſity, they were allowed to employ - 
things ſacred, in the defence of their country, they had 
no ſuch pretence here, becauſe Go had wonderfully. 


protected them againſt the Arabian king : why, there- 


fore, ſhould Aſa doubt then efficacy of divine power to 
overcome Baaſha ? Beſides, it was an act unworthy of a 
king of Judah, to bribe any one to break a league or: 
covenant; and you find, that if he had not taken this 
Rep, the Lox D would have delivered the Syrians into- 

SI his 


6 þ 
i 
; =p 
4 
1 40 
d y 
. 0 
43M 
4 
_— 
x | 
. x 
4 
U 
by 
* 


438 ASA'S FUNERAL HONOURS. 
his hand: for in reſpect to the riſe and fall of king. 


ors, nothing happens by chance; the eyes of rhe Loy 


run to and fro throughout the WOLKE EARTH, to ſhery 
himſelf firong in behalf of thoſe whoſe heart is perfect 
towards him. 

The prophet Hanani was ſent to reprove Aſa: he did 
not receive this prophet with thankfulneſs, as he ought 
to have done; but affronted the honour of the Logo, by 
behaving with cruelty to his ſervant, and proceeded to 
the oppreſſion of his ſubjects alſo. This king was, it 
ſeems, afflicted with a diſeaſe in his feet, ſuppoſed to 
have been the gout, this made him fretful and impa- 


tient; but no excuſe can be made for his diſtruſting | 


Gop, and depending entirely on the phyſicians, be- 
cauſe medicines can only prove efficacious by Gov's 
bleſſing; if we pray for that, we may hope for relief 
by the means he has graciouſly appointed, to eaſe our 
Pains, and reſtore health to the body. 

In one part of the Section you have been reading, it 
is ſaid, that Aſa's heart avas perfect all his days; you 
are not to underſtand from this, that he made no devia- 
tions from his duty: on the contrary, you find he com- 
mitted great offences: this expreſſion therefore means, 
that he never diſcovered any inclination to forſake the 
worſhip of the Lox», but continued, to the end of his 
life, to diſcountenance idolatry, TEND 

We are told that a great burning was made for Aſa; 
by which is ſuppoſed to be meant, that he ordered his 


body to be burnt with a great quantity of ſpices and 


perfumes, and his bones and aſhes to be collected and 
buried in a ſepulchre which he had provided, inſtead 


of being interred as the cuſtom of the Jews then wWas. 
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SE Ci. EY. 


Taz Rp1c6xns OT ELAH, ZIMRI, TIBNI, axw * 
OMRI, Kinc's or ISRAEL, 


N the twenty and ſixth year of Aſa king 
[ of Judah, began Elah the fon of Baaſha 
to reign over Iſrael in Tirzah, two years. 

And his ſervant Zimri (captain of half his 
chariots) conſpired againſt him as he was in 
Tirzah, drinking himſelf drunk in the houſe 
of Arza ſteward of his houſe in Tirzah. 

And Zimri went in and {mote him, and 
killed him, in the twenty and ſeventh year 
of Aſa king of Judah, and reigned in his 


bead, - | 
And it came to paſs when he began to 


reign, as ſoon as he ſat on the throne, he 
ſlew all the men of the houſe of Baaſha, he 
left him not one neither of his kinsfolk nor 
of his friends. | 
Thus did Zimri deſtroy all the houſe of 
Baaſha, according to the word of the Loxp, 


which he ſpake againſt Baaſha by Jehu the 


| prophet ; 
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For all the ſins of Baaſha, and the fins of 
Elah his ſon, by which they ſinned, and by 
which they made Iſrael to fin, in provoking 
the 'Loxp Gop of Iſrael to anger with their 
vanities. 

Now the reſt of the acts of Elah, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Ifracl ? 

In the twenty and ſeventh year of Af 
king of Judah, did Zimri reign ſeven days 


in Tirzah: and the people were encamped 


againſt Gibbethon, which belonged to the 
Philiſtines. 

And the people that were encamped heard 
ſay, Zimri hath conſpired, and hath alſo 
lain the king: wherefore all Iſrael made 
Omri the captain of the hoſt, king over 
Iſrael that day in the camp. 

And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and 
all Ifrael with him, and they beſieged 
Tirzah. 

And it came to paſs when Zimri ſaw that 
the city was taken, that he went into the 
palace of the king's houſe, and burnt th 
king's houſe over him with fire, and died; 

For his ſins which he ſinned in doing evil 


in the fight of the Loxp, in walking in the 
way 
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OM RIS REIGN ar: 


way of Jeroboam, and in his ſin which he 
did to make Iſrael ſin. 

Now the reſt of the acts of Zimri, and 
his treaſon that he wrought, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Iſrael? 

Then were the people of Iſrael divided 
into two parts: half of the people followed 
Tibni the ſon of Ginath, to make him king; 
and half followed Omri. 

But the people that followed Omri, pre- 
vailed againſt the people that followed Tib- 
ni the ſon of Ginath : ſo. Tibni died, and 
Omri reigned. 

In the thirty and one year of Aſa king of 
Judah began Omri to reign over Iſrael twelve 
years: {ix years reigned he in Tirzah. . 

And he. bought the hill Samaria of She 
mer, for two talents of ſilver, and built on 
tne hill, .and-.called the name of the city: 
which he built, after the name of Shemer, . 
owner of the hill Samaria. 

But Omri wrought Nn in the eyes of the 
Loo, and did worſe than all that were be- 
tore him. TREO 

For he v in all the ways of Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebat, and in his fin where--- 
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442 OMNI DEATH. 
with he made Iſrael to ſin, to provoke the 
Loa p Gop of Ifrael to anger with their va. 
nities, 

So Omri ſlept with his fathers, and was 
buried in Samaria, and Ahab his ſon reign- 
ed in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


The threatning which the Loxd denounced by the 
prophet Jehu the ſon of Hanani, againſt the family of 
Baaſha, hat they ſhould be cut off like the houſe of Fene- 
boam, was ſoon exactly fulfilled; but Zimri, who de- 
ſtroyed them, imitated wicked Jeroboam in his idola- 
trous practices, for which his life and reign were 


fhortened. He died by his own hand, but might ſtill 


be ſaid 70 be cut off by the Lon, becauſe he would have 
been preſerved from deſpair, if he had not given him- 
ſelf up to incorrigible wickedneſs. _ 

It is ſaid of Omri, that he did worſe than all whe 
were before him; from whence we may conjeQure, 


that he introduced more abominable idolatries than 


even Jeroboam did, and compelled the Iſraelites to 
worſhip the calves, and by ſevere laws, (called in ano- 
ther part of ſcripture the fatutes of Omri) reſtrained 
them from going to Jeruſalem to worſhip. 

Allghe kings who had reigned over Iſrael from the 


time of the diviſion of the kingdom, were remarkable 


for their impiety. 
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SECT. - EVI 


Tus BEGINNING OF THE REe:icn OH JEHOSHA- 
PHAT Kino or JUDAH, 


ND Jehoſhapht the ſon of Aſa reign- 
ed in the ſtead of his father, and 
ſtrengthened himſelf againſt Iſrael. 

And he placed forces in all the fenced 
cities of Judah, and ſet garriſons in all the 
land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim 
which Aſa his father had taken. 

And the Lord was with Jehoſhaphat, be- . 
cauſe he walked in the firſt ways of his fa- 
ther David, and ſought not unto Baalim ; 

But ſought to the Lorxp Gop of his fa- 
ther, and walked in his commandments, and 
not after the doings of Iſrael. | 

Therefore the Loxp ſtabliſhed the king 
dom in his hand; and all Judah brought to 
Jehoſhaphat preſents ; and he had riches and 
honour in abundance. 5 

And his heart was lifted up in the ways 
of the LoxD: moreover, he took away the 
high places and groves out of Judah. 


U 6 


And 


444 JEHOSHAPHAT'S PIETY. 


And Jehoſhaphat waxed great exceeding- 
ly: and he built in Judah caſtles, and cities 


of ſtore. 


And he had much buſineſs in the cities of 
Judah: and the men of war, mighty men of 


valour, were in Jeruſalem. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTTIONS. 


Jchoſhaphat ſeems to have been educated. with great 
care, and to have received from his father“, early im- 
preſſions of piety; he began his reign with that diſpo- 


ſition of mind which his ſtation required, and endea- 


voured to bring about. a thorough reformation in Ju- 
dah : he not only took away the high places, but en 
zo his princes, to teach in the cities of Fudah, and with 


them he ſent prieſis and Levites, who had the book 55 the 


Jaw with them. 

It + is ſappoſed that the princes admoniſfied the peo- 
ple, and required them to obſerve the I. Aw, which the 
prieſts and Levites came to explain; obliging them to 
treat thoſe who were ſent by the king's command on ſo 
important an errand, with reſpect, and hear them with 
attention: In thoſe days there was, what is proper) 
called by one of the prophets, a Hpiritual famine. 
There were then no publick ſynagogues, and publick 
teachers, as were afterwards inſtituted in the Kingdom; 
and the people were fallen into ſuch. a ſtate of general 


. ® It is ſuppoſed that the word Aſa, ſhould be ſubſtituted for Daric, 
in the xviiith ch. of zd Chron, 


T See Stackhouſe on the Bible. 
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JEHOSHAPHAT?S SUBJECTS. 445: 


ignorance, that there was ſcarcely a copy of the law to 


be found in the whole country; for which reaſon it 


was thought adviſeable and neceſſary, for the prieſts 


and Levites to carry one with them. 
We read, that Jehoſha phat's ſubjects amounted to 


an aſtoniſning number; his valiant men are computed- 
at 1,100,000 :. his dominions included. not only Judah 
and Benjamin (which were incorporated ſo as to become 
one tribe) but reached into the tribes of Dan, E- 
phraim, and Simeon, into Arabia, and the country of 
the Philiſtines: in a. word, from. Beerſheba to the 
mountains of Ephraim one way, from. Jordan to-the 
Mediterranean Sea another.. 'The Levites alſo, whom 
Jeroboam. thruſt out, joined themſelves to Judah; and. 
multitudes of other perſons. who abhorred 1dolatry, 
followed them from all parts of Iſrael ; there were be- 
des, great numbers of foreigners in Judah; ſo that we. 
may eaſily conceive, Jeroboam's kingdom to have been. 
as populous as it is repreſented to be. ; 
The great pains this good king took to propagate 
religion, not only procured him the favour of Gon, 
but gained the hearts of his ſubjects; and the Loxy- 
truck ſuch a dread of him into his enemies, that in- 
ſtead of invading his dominions, the Philiſtines came: 
voluntarily, and paid him a tribute which had been. 
ſuſpended for many years; and the Arabians alſo ſent 
a great number of flocks and herds, as an acknowledge 
went of their homage. | E 
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SECT. LIX. 


THE BEGINNING OF ens REIGN OT AHAB King 


or ISRAEL—ANnD THE " LIFE OF ELIJAH THE 
PROPHET. 


ND in the thirty-eighth year of Afa 
king of Judah, began Ahab the ſon 
of Omri to reign over Iſrael in Samaria. 

And Ahab the ſon of Omri did evil in the 
fight of the Loxp, above all that were be- 
12 him. 


And it came to paſs, as if it had "0M a 


light thing for him to walk in the ſins of Je- 
roboam the ſon of Nebat; that he took to 
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king 
of the Zidonians, and went and ſerved Baal, 
and worſhipped him. 

And he reared up an altar for Baal, in 
the houſe of Baal, which he had built in 
Samaria. 

And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did 
more to provoke the LoxůDU Gop of Iſrael to 
anger, than all the kings of Iſrael that were 
before him, 
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ELIJAH FED BY RAVENS. 447 


In his days did Hiel the Beth-elite build 
Jericho : he laid the foundation thereof in 
Abiram, his firſt-born, and ſet up the gates 
thereof in his youngeſt ſon Segub, according 
to the word of the Lox D which he ſpake by 


Joſhua the ſon of Nun. 
And Elijah the Tiſhbite who was of the 


inhabitants of Gilead, ſaid unto Ahab, As 


the LoRD Gop of Iſrael liveth, before whom 
I ſtand, there ſhall not be dew nor rain theſe 
years, but according to my word. 

And the word of the Lord came unto 
him, ſaying, 

Get thee hence, and turn thee eaſtward, 
and hide thyſelf by the brook Cherith, that 
is before Jordan. 

And it ſhall be that thou ſhalt drink of 
the brook, and I have commanded the ra- 
vens to feed thee there. 

So he went, and did according unto the 
word of the Lox D: for he went and dwelt 
by the brook Cherith, that 1s before Jor- 
dan. 

And the ravens brought him bread and 
fleſh in the morning, and bread and fleſh in 
the evening: and he drank of the brook. 


And 


448 WIDOW OF Z AREPHAT II. 


And it came to paſs after a while that the 


brook dried up, becauſe there had been no 
rain in the land. | 

And the wold of. the Lokxn came unto 
him, ſaying, 


Ariſe, get thee to- ite which be- 


longeth to Zidon, and dwell there,: behold 
I have commanded a widow. woman there to 
ſuſtain thee. . 

So he aroſe, and went to Zarephath: and 


when he came to the gate of the city, be- 


hold, the widow woman was there gathering 


of ſticks: and he called to her, and faid; 
Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in 2 


veſſel, that I may drink. 


And as ſhe was going to fetch it, he called 


to her, and ſaid, Bring me, I pray thee, a 
morſe! of bread in thine hand. 
And ſhe ſaid, As the Loxp thy: Gop liv- 


eth, I have not a cake, but an handful of 


meal in a barrel, and a: little - 011-1n a cruſe: 
and behold, I am gathering two ſticks; that 
I may go in, and dreſs it for me and my. 
fon, that we may eat it, and die. 
And Elijah ſaid unto- her, Fear not; go 
and do as thou haſt ſaid: but make me 
thereof a little cake firſt, and bring it unto 
: me, 


- the 


1 no 
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me, and after make for thee and for thy 


ſon. | 
For thus ſaith the Loxp Gop of Iſrael, 


The barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, neither 
ſhall the cruſe of oil fail, until the day that 
the Loxp ſendeth rain upon the earth. 

And ſhe went and did according to the 
ſaying, of Elijah: and ſhe, and he, and her 
houſe did eat many days. 

And the barrel of meal waſted not, nei- 

ther did the eruſe of oil fail, according to 
the word of the Lord which he ſpake by 
Elijah. 
And it came to paſs after theſe things, 
that the ſon of the woman, the miſtreſs of 
the houſe fell ſick, and his ſickneſs was ſo 
ſore, that there was no breath left in him. 

And ſhe ſaid unto Elijah, What have I to 
do with thee, O thou man of Gop? art thou 
come unto me to call my ſin to remem- 
brance, and to ſlay my ſon ? | 


And he ſaid unto her, Give me thy ſon. 


And he took him out of her boſom, and 
carried him up into a loft, where he abode, 
and laid him upon his own bed. 

And he cried unto the LokRp, and ſaid, 
O Loxzp my Go, haſt. thou alſo brought 
evil 
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40 A CHILD RESTORED TO LIE. 
evil upon the widow, with whom I ſojourn, 
by ſlaying her ſon ? 

And he ſtretched himſelf upon the child 
three times, and cried unto the Lokp, and 


ſaid, O Logp my Gob, I pray thee, let this 


child's foul come into him again. 


And the Loxp heard the voice of Elijah, 


and the ſoul of the child came into him 
again, and he revived, 

And Elijah took the child, and brought 
him down out of the chamber into the houſe, 
and delivered him unto his mother: and 
Elijah faid, See, thy ſon liveth. 

And the woman ſaid to Elijah, Now by 
this I know that thou art a man of Goo, 
and that the word of the Loxp in thy mouth 
is truth. 


ANNOTATIONS AN p REFLECTIONS. 


You find, my dear, that there was at this time a 


great contraſt between the fw kingdoms ; for whilſt 


the king of Judah was exerting every means for propa- 
gating true religion, the king of Iſrael employed himſelf 
in exalting idols : Ahab not only continued the worſhip 
of the calves, which Jeroboam had ſet up, but married 
Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of Tyre, whom 
he ſuffered to introduce new abominations ; and to gra- 
tify her impiety, he built an altar to Baal. 
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That Ahab might not plead the example of his fa- 
ther, and pretend 7gnorance cf the Lorp, Elijah the 
prophet was graciouſly ſent to warn and admoniſn 
him. Theſbe*," the birth-place of this extraordinary 
perſon, was on the other ſide Jordan in the land of 
Cad; he is ſuppoſed to have been the father or chief of 


the prophets of the age, a man of a great and elevated 


ſoul, of a generous and undaunted ſpirit, a zealous de- 
fender of the laws of God, and a juſt avenger of a 
violation of his honour. 

It was the Logyo's will to ſend a famine on Ifrael ; 
and that Ahab might not impute it to natural cauſes, 
Elijah informed him, that it was the hand of Gov, 
who denied the nſual refreſhments to the earth, for 
the wickedneſs of him and his people, and that the 
drought ſhould continue. 

As the Loxp foreſaw that the completion of this 
pred ction would draw Ahab's reſentment upon Elijah, 
in order to preſerve this prophet from the cruel effects 
of the king's rage, and to ſhew his almighty power, 
Gop commanded Elijah to retire to the brook Cher.th, 
waich was near the river Jordan. | 

If we had not been told that the Logp ſent the 
ravens, which fed Elijah, it would be quite aftoniſh- 
ing to think, ** that creatures ſo voracious, and ſeem- 
ingly of ſuch a cruel nature, ſhould perform fo kind 
an office; but with this explanation the wonder 
ceaſes, for all things are poſſible to Gon. 

The place to which Elijah was next ſent, was a city 
of Sidon. The woman who was appointed to receive 


| him was, we may ſuppoſe, a proper object of the di- 


* Calmet's Dictionarys 


vine 
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vine compaſſion ; for ſhe ſeems to have had great 
reverence for the SUPREME BeiNnG, though ſhe was 
not of the houſe of Jacos ; the intercourſe which the 
Sidonians had long had with the Iſraelites, had brought 
to her knowledge the name of the Lorp JEnovay, 
and it is likely ſhe heard that he ſent his prophets to 
admoniſh and inſtruct his people: theſe holy men were 
uſually diſtinguiſhed by their habit, and therefore the 
woman might gueſs from his appearance, that Elijah 
was one of them: if her readineſs to ſupply him with 

vater, procceded from this ſurmiſe, it ſhewed her 
ver.eration for Gop; it was at leaſt a proof of both her 
benevolence and humility, as Elijah had reaſon to ex- 


peR, in thoſe times of ſcarcity, that ſhe would have 


demanded a reward for her ſervices, or deſired him to 
provide for his own neceſſities, eſpecially as he was 2 
ſtranger to her. 

This tranſaction proves that Gov KRually is, as the 
ſcciptures repreſent him to be, 4 FaTHER 70 the 
fatherle/s, and a HusBanxd to the widow ;*”* and the 
relation of it muſt afford comfort to all perſons in ex- 
tree neceſſity, ſince it proves, that no condition is ſo 
hopeleſs, but the providence of Gop can afford relief. 

It is ſcarcely poſſible for any perſon to be in mere 
indigent circumſtances than the poor widow of Zare- 
phath was, in loſing her huſband ;. ſhe ſeems to have 
been deprived of every earthly friend, and knew not 


where even to procure a little food, to dreſs the laſt 
morſe] of nouriſhment ſhe had a proſpect of obtaining 
for the ſuſtenance of herſelf and child; ſhe lived in a 
country, where the inhabitants were fo devoted to vice 
and ſenſuality, as to be inſenſible, even in plentiful 
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times, to the diſtreſſes of a fellow-creature; for we find, 
the heathens deſcribed by David, as opprefing the fa- 
therleſs and widow; and therefore we may ſuppoſe them 
during the famine, wholly intent on their own pre- 
ſervation. ; | 
This woman had heard of the wonders wrought 
by the Gop of Iſrael, and we may imagine, had offered 
up her fervent prayers to him for deliverance; but with 
ſcarcely a gleam of hope that he would hearken to the 
petitions of one who was a ſtranger to his holy worſhip, 
and therefore ſhe reſolved to ſubmit with patience to 
her fate, expecting that death would put a ſpeedy end 
to her miſery. Can we ſufficiently admire the piety 
and faith which this poor widow t-ſtified, by her ready 
belief of the prophet's aſſurance, that Gop would ſup- 
ply her wants, and her immediate-compliance with Eli- 
jah's commands, to make a cake for him, before ſhe 
prepared one for herſelf and child? Her trial was great, 
and great was alſo her reward; for the Lox p graciouſly 
made her a partaker of the miraculous ſupport which 
he vouchſafed to his choſen ſervant ; and not only re- 
licved the neceſſities of herſelf and child, but gave her 
an opportunity of exerciſing the benevolence of her 
mind, in doing good offices for a worthy friend : there 
is no doubt, but Elijah alſo received great comfort 
from the converſation of this worthy woman, and re- 
warded her kindneſs by teaching her how to praiſe and 
adore their DIVIN E BENEFACTOR. | 
It is true, we have no PRoPHETS in theſe days, 
neither does the ALMIGHTY relieve our diſtreſſes by 
fupernataral means; but, to a conſidering mind, the 
annual increaſe of corn, from a ſmall quantity of grain, 
18 
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is full as wonderful as the multiplying of the widow' 
meal and oil; and we may daily hear of perſans re. 
lieved from diſtreſs by the moſt unexpected means, 
To a common eye, theſe things appear accidental; 
but by the hiſtory of Elijah, and the widow of Zare. 
phath, we are taught to aſcribe them to the goodneſ; of 
Gop; ſince what he has done for ons, we may con- 
clude he will do for ALL bis creatures in ſome way or 
other, if they do not render themſelves unworthy of 
his mercy, by miſtruſt and impiety. 

The miracle of raifing the widow's ſon (who ſeems 
to have been afflicted as a farther trial of her faith) 
needs no comment, for you muſt diſcover that it was 
another at of AL MIGHTY POWER. 

You find, my dear, that Gop was perfectly true to 
Bis promiſes; for whenever the king and people, either 
of Iſrael or Judah, were mindful of their duty, he 
bleſſed them with proſperity ; and as conſtantly brought 
adverſity upon them, when they for/ook his worſhip : if 
they would but have been a righteous people, what 
happineſs might they have enjoyed ! what miſerie 

would they have eſcaped! 
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CONTINUED—BAAL's PROPHETS SLAIN. | 


ND it came to paſs after many days, 
that the word of the Lorp came to 
Elijah in the third year, ſaying, Go ſhew 
thyſelf to Ahab; and I will ſend rain upon 
the earth. | 

And Eljjah went to ſhew himſelf to Ahab: 
and there was a ſore famine in Samaria. | 

And Ahab called Obadiah which was 
the governor of his houſe: (now Obadiah 
feared the Lord greatly : 

For it was ſo, when Jezebel cut off the 
prophets of the Loxb, that Obadiah took an 
hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in 
a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 

And Ahab ſaid unto Obadiah, Go into 
the land, unto all fountains of water, and 
unto all brooks : peradventure we may find 
graſs to ſave the horſes and mules alive, that 
we loſe not all the beaſts. 
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So they divided the land between them to 
paſs throughout it: Ahab went one way by 
himſelf, and Obadiah went another way by 
himſelf. _ 

And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, 
Elijah met him : and he knew him, and fel 
on his face, and ſaid, Art thou that my lord 
Elijah? | 

And he anſwered him, I am: go tell thy 
lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 

And he ſaid, What have I finned, that 
thou wouldeſt deliver thy ſervant. into the 
hand of Ahab, to ſlay me ? 

As the Lord thy Gop liveth, there is no 
nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath 
not ſent to ſeek thee: and when they faid, 
He is not there: he took an oath of the 
kingdom and nation that they mw thee 
Dot. 

And now thou ſayeſt, Go tell lord, 
Behold, Elijah is here. 

And it ſhall come to pals, as ſoon as I am 
gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Log 
ſhall carry thee whither I know not; and 6 
when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot 
find thee, he ſhall ſlay me: but J thy ſervant 


fear the Lord from my youth. 
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1em to Was it not told my lord, what I did when 
ay by Jezebel flew the prophets of the Logp? how 
ay by hid an hundred men of the Loxp's pro- 
phets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with 
ehold, bread and water? 
ad fell And now thou ſayeſt, Go tell thy net, 
y lord Bchold, Elijah is here: and he ſhall lay me. 
And Elijah faid, As the Loxp of hoſts 
-1] thy liveth, before whom I ſtand, I will ſurely 
ew myſelf unto him to day. | 
, that WY so Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told 
to tie him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 
And it came to paſs when Ahab ſaw Eli- 
- 15 10 ieh, that Ahab ſaid unto him Art thou he 
d hath that troubleth Iſrael. | 
y ſaid, And he anſwered, I have not troubled II- 
of the rael, but thou and thy father's houſe, 1n that 
1 thee ye have forſaken the commandments of the 
Log p, and thou haſt followed Baalam. 
> lord, No therefore ſend, and gather to me all. 
Itrael unto mount Carmel, and the prophets 
s Tan Mor Baal four hundred and fifty, and the pro- 
Lon pnets of the groves four hundred, which eat 
and ſo Mt Jezebel's table. ä 
f So Ahab ſent unto all the children of Iſ- 
ervan Bel, and gathered the prophets together 
Into mount Carmel. | 
Wi „„ ˙· X. And 
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And Elijah came unto all the people, and 
ſaid, How long halt ye between two opini- 
ons? if the Logp be Gop, follow him: but 
if Baal, then follow him. And the people 
anſwered him not a word. 

Then ſaid Elijah unto the people, I, even 
I only remain a prophet of the Loxp ; but 
Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty 
men. | | 
Let them therefore give us two bullocks, 
and let them chooſe one .bullock for them- 
ſelves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on 
wood, and put no fire under, and I will dreſs 


the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and 


put no fire under : 

And call ye on the name of your gods, and 
I will call on the name of the Logp: and 
the god that anſwereth by fire, let him be 
Gop. And all the people anſwered, and 
ſaid, It 1s well ſpoken. 

And Elijah ſaid unto the prophets of Baal, 
Chooſe you one bullock for yourſelves, and 
dreſs it firſt; for ye are many: and call on 
the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 

And they took the bullock which was 
given them, and they dreſſed it, and called 
on the name of Baal from morning even unti 
noon 
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noon, ſaying, O Baal, hear us. But there 
was no Voice, nor any that anſwered. And 
they leaped upon the altar which was made. 

And it came to paſs at noon, that Elijah 
mocked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud: for he 
is a god, either he is talking, or he is pur- 
ſuing, or he is in a journey, or peradven- 
ture he ſleepeth, and mult be awaked. 

And they cried aloud, and cut themſelves 
aſter their manner with knives, and lancets, 
till the blood guſhed out upon them. 

And it came to paſs, when mid-day was 
paſt, and they propheſied until the time of 
the offering of the evening-ſacrifice; that 
there was neither voice, nor.any to anſwer, 
nor any that regarded. 

And Elijah ſaid unto all the people, Come 
near unto me. And all the people came 
near unto him : and he repaired the altar of 
the LorD that was broken down. 

And Eljah took twelve ſtones, according 
to the number of the tribes of the ſons of 
Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD 
came, ſaying, Iſrael ſhall be thy name. 

And with the ſtones he built an altar in 
the name of the Loxp: and he made a 
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trench about the altar, as great as would 
contain two meaſures of ſeed. 

And he put the wood in order, and cut 
the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the 
wood, and ſaid, Fill four barrels with water, 
and pour it on the burnt-ſacrifice, and on 
the wood. N 

And he ſaid, Do it the ſecond time: and 
they did it the ſecond time. And he ſaid, 
Do it the third time: and they did it the 
third time. 

And the water ran round about the altar, 
and ke filled the trench alſo with water. 

And it came to paſs at the time of the 
offering of the evening-ſacrifice, that Elijah 
the prophet came near and ſaid, Lorp Gov 
of Abraham, Iſaac, and of Iſrael, let it be 
known this day, that thou art God in Ifrael, 
and that I am thy ſervant, and that I have 
done all theſe things at thy word. 

Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this 
people may know that thou art the LORD 
Gop, and that thou haſt turned their heart 
back again. 

Then the fire of the Lord fell, and con- 
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the ſtones, and the duſt, and: licked oy the 


water that was 1n the trench. 

And when all the people ſaw it, they fell 
on their faces: and they faid, The Lox. 
le is the Gop; the Lok, he is the Gop. 

And Elijah ſaid unto them, Take the 
prophets of Baal, let not one of them eſcape: 
and they took them, and Elijah brought 
them down to the brook Kiſhon, and ſlew 
them there. 


ANNOTATIONS ARD REFLECTIONS.. 


The famine muſt have been very grievous in the land 
of Iſrael, to make it neceſſary for the king to go him- 
ſelf in ſearch of forage for the cattle. | 

Obadiah ſeems to have been a very religious man, 
and had performed an action which teſtified his zeal for 
the Lokp, as well as the humanity of his diſpoſition. 

The prophets whom Jezebel deſtroyed, are ſuppoſed. 
to have been perſons who privately inſtructed thoſe 
that were not worſhippers of Baal in their duty to- 
Gov, and encouraged them to the performance of it. 
They had not the ſpirit of prophecy like Elijah, nor 
did they offer ſacrifices, or burn incenſe, but were: 
moſt likely diſciples ( uſually tiled, o of the pro- 
phets belonging to the ſchools, which. I formerly 
told you Samuel is thought to have firſt inſtituted, and. 
wich it is imagined, Jezebel intended to deftroy. 

"9 It 
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It may ſeem ſtrange, that ſo pious a man as Obadiah 
was, ſhould be preferred to an high office by Ahab; 
but it is probable, that he was diſtinguiſhed for his in- 
tegrity and abilities, which made it the king's intereff 
to employ him : we may ſuppoſe that Ahab had not 
compelled him to bow the knee to Baal, Obadiah 
therefore was under no neceſſity of declining the ap. 
pointment ; beſides, he might hope to be an inſtrument 
of good in the hand of Providence, to the faithful ſer. 
vants of Gop, of whom there were ſtill many remain. 
ing in the land of Iſrael: indeed we may venture to 
conclude, that the Divine DIsPOSER of all events, 
over-ruled Ahab in raiſing the good Obadiah to this 
exalted ſtation, for the very purpoſe of counteraCting 
Jezebel's wicked ſcheme of extirpating all the prophets, 


It is true, ſhe put numbers to death, but there is no 


doubt of Gop's having recompenſed them for the loſs 
cf life in a better world: thoſe who were left behind 
in ſuch unſettled times, were the moſt to he pitied; 


but their preſervation was neceſſary for the propaga - 


tion of religion ; and they had reaſon to hope, that 
after a few more tranſient years, they ſhould join 
their brethren in a happier ſtate : for Solomon, and 
other inſpired writers, had taught them, that the 
Sout.s of the righteous are in, the hand of Gov, and 
that there ſhall na torment touch them.“ 


For * though in the fight of the unwiſe they ſeemed ts 
die and their departure is taken for miſery, 

And their going from us to be utter deſtruction: yi! 
they are in feace. 


* Wiſdom of Solomon, ch. iii. 
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For though they be puniſhed in the fight of men. . 17 
their hope full of immortality. 

And having been a little chaſtiſed, they ſpall be gi nd 
rewarded : for Gop proved them, and found them wore 
th: for himſelf. 

As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and received 
them as à burnt-offering. 

And in the time of their viſitation they ſhall ſhine, and 
run to and fro lite ſparks among the ſtubble. 

They ſhall judge the nations, and have dominion ever 
the people, and their Lox D ſhall reign for ever. 


You find it was in vain for Ahab to. purſue Elijah; 


the ſame divine power which was ſo miraculouſly ex- 


erted in ſuſtaining him, prevented Ahab's diſcovering 
the place of his retreat. It muſt have been a very 
great ſurprize to him, when he was told that Elijah, 
whom he had ſo lately ſought, was coming to meet 
him. Though Ahab muſt have been an eye-witneſs of 
many unhappy conſequences of the famine, they had 
made no proper impreſſions on his mind. 

The prieſts of Baal, you read, amounted to a very 
coniiderable number: Ahab aſſembled them at Elijah's 
deſire, in hopes, perhaps, that he ſhould prevail on the 
prophet to bring rain on the earth. Elijah reproved 
the people for mixing the worthip of Gop and the 
worſhip of Baal together. More than one GOD there 
could not pofibly be, for this name is /acred, or ſet 
apart for the SuPREME BEING, and when applied to 
any other, is profancd; the queſtion therefore was, 

which was the CREATOR and UniversaL Lord? If 
JEHOVAH, why did they put any one in competition 
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464 SLAUGHTER OF BAAL'S PROPHETS, 


with him, fince he alone could be worthy of their ado. 
ration? If that ſenſeleſs idol Baal was zhe Gov, why 
did they derogate from his honour, by dividing their 
ſervices ? 

The Iſraelites, one would ſuppoſe, cod not be ig. 
norant of the majefly and omniporence of the Logo 
JEHOVAH, which had been fo frequently diſplayed 
to their forefathers, and even in their own days won- 
derful things had been wrought by his ALmicnrtr 
Power ; they therefore, by forfaking his worſhip, 
provoked him to deſtroy them; but in remembrance.cf 
his covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, he yet 


had compaſſion on their deſcendants, and on this oc- 


caſion condeſcended to prove, in the manner related, 
that a vain idol was not worthy to be compared with 
him. The prieſts of Baal could not decline ſuch a pro- 
poſal as Elijah made to them, without diſgracing them- 
ſelves in the eyes of the king and people, and as they 
were numerous, and feared not the LORD, thought to 
have had the advantage of Elijah, who had no one to 
join with him. As the prophet could not bring the If- 
raelites to the Temple at Jeruſalem, he repaired the 
Altar of the Lozy at Carmel; this Altar is ſuppoſed 
to have been one of thoſe built in' the time of the 
judges, when there were no places of publick worſhip, 
But I need not give you any farther explanation of this 
miracle, having ſaid ſo much of former ones. We 
may ſuppoſe, that Ahab and all the worſhippers of 
Baal, were-ſtruck with conſternation - therefore 1t was 


eaſy for the reſt of the people to ſeize the 1dolatrous 


prieſts, and Elijah was fully juſtified in cauſing them to 
be put to death; eſpecially as ſo many of Gov's 
ſervants, 
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ſervants, the prophets, had been ſlain by the com- 
mand of Jezebel: beſides, there was an expreſs 
law *, that all thoſe who attempted! to draw people 
away from the worſhip of the true and only Gop, 
ſhould be put to death. It is imagined, that the pro- 
thets of the groves (ſuppoſed to have been Sidonians)\ 
did not attend. | 


% Deut. xiii. 112. 
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ConTinuaTION oF THE HISTORIES OT AHA 
KING or ISRAEL, ax Dp ELIJAH Tre PRO RHEr. 


ND Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah 
had done, and withal how he had lain 
all the prophets with the ſword. 

Then Jezebel ſent a meſſenger unto Eli- 
Jah, ſaying, So let the gods do to me, and 
more alſo, if I make not thy life as the life of 
one of them, by to-morrow about this time, 

And when he ſaw that, he aroſe, and went 
for his life, and came to Beer-ſheba, which 
belongeth to Judah, and left his ſervant 
there, 8 
But he himſelf went a day's journey into 
the wilderneſs, and came and ſat down under 
a juniper-tree : and he requeſted for himſelf 
that he might die, and ſaid, It is enough, 
now, O Los, take away my life: for I am 
not betrer than my fathers. 

And as he lay and ſlept under a juniper- 
tree, behold then, an angel touched him, 
and faid unto him, Ariſe and eat. 
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And he looked, and behold, there was a 
cake baken on the coals, and a cruſe of water 
at his head: and he did eat and drink, and 
laid him down again. 

And the angel of the Logo came again 
the ſecond time, and touched him, and ſaid, 
Ariſe, and eat, becauſe the journey is too 
great for thee. 

And he aroſe, and did eat, and drink, and 
went in the ſtrength of that meat forty days 
and forty nights, unto Horeb the mount of 
GoD. 

And he came thither unto a cave, and. 
lodged there; and behold, the word of the 
Loxp came to him, and he ſaid unto him, 
What doeſt thou here Elijah? 

And he ſaid, I have been very jealous for 
the LoRxD Gop of hoſts : for the children of 
Iſrael have forſaken thy covenant, thrown 
down thine altars, and ſlain thy prophets 
with the ſword ; and I, even I only, am left ; 
and they ſeek my life to take it away. 

And he ſaid, Go forth, and ſtand upon the 
mount before the Loxp. And behold, the 


Lozp paſſed by, and a great and ſtrong wind 


rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the 


rocks before the Lox D; but the LoRD was 
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463 THE VOICE OF THE LORD. 


not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake; but the LoxD was not in the 
earthquake-: 

And after the earthquake a fire; but the 
Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire 
a ſtill ſmall voice. 

And it was ſo, when Elijah heard it, that 
he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went 
out, and ſtood in the entering in of the cave: 
and behold, there came a voice unto him, 
and ſaid, What doeſt thou here Elijah? 

And he ſaid, I have been very jealous for 
the Lorp Gop of hoſts: becauſe the chil- 
dren of Iſrael have forſaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thine altars, and flain thy pro- 
phets with the ſword; and I, even I only, am 
tefr; and they ſeek my life, to take it away. 

And the Loxrp ſaid unto him, Go, return 
on thy way to the wilderneſs of Damaſcus : 
and when thou comeſt, anoint Hazael to be 
king over Syria. 

And Jehu the fon of Nimſhi ſhalt thou 
anoint to be king over Iſrael : and Eliſha the 
ſon of Shaphat of Abel-meholah ſhalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy room. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that him that 
eſcapeth the ſword of Hazael, ſhall Jehu ſlay: 
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and him that eſcapeth from the- ſword of 
Jehu, ſhall Eliſha ſlay. 

Yet have I left me ſeven thouſand in Iſ- 
rael, all the Knees which have not bowed 
unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not 
kiffed him. 

So he departed thence and found Flitha 
the ſon of Shaphat, who was plowing with 
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with 
the twelfth : and Elijah paſſed by him, and 


caſt his mantle upon him. 


And he left the oxen, and ran after Eli- 
jah, and ſaid, Let me, I pray thee, kiſs my 


father and my mother, and then I will fol- 


low thee. And he ſaid unto him, Go back 
again; for what have I done to thee? 

And he retyrned back from him, and took 
a yoke of oxen, and ſlew them, and boiled 
their fleſh with the inſtruments of the oxen, 
and gave unto the people, and they did eat: 
then he aroſe, and went after Elijah, and 
miniſtered unto him. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


As ſoon as the people had confeſſed the Lord to be 
God, and ſlain the prieſts of Baal, Elijah was com- 
Banded to . them rain; and Ahab, who had 

faſted 


0 470 ELIJAH'S INT ERCESSION. 
8 faſted all day, was adviſed to eat and drink with Joy- and 
0 fulneſs, as the LoxD would again fertilize the earth, who! 
4 It had been revealed to Elijah, and he had declared to he 7 
q Ahab, that there ſhould be neither dew nor rain for years quee 
. but according to his word ; that is, (we may judge) this Fre 
4 bleſſing would follow his prayer, in order to gain him Elij⸗ 
| eſteem, and to magnify his office, which was at that Hot 
time greatly depreciated in the land of Iſrael. The ourſe 
prophet of the Lox D could not, without diſhonouring arro 
the DIVINE BEING, intercede for a nation of idola- had 
ters; but as ſoon as Baal was diſgraced, and the majefty el 
of the Loa p JEHOVAH vindicated, Elijah knew hith 
that his prayers would be accepted, and therefore im- E 
mediately addreſſed himſelf to the ALMIOHTY Goo 4 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs of interceſſion, as we may 155 
judge by the humble poſture he made uſe of, and his . 
eagerneſs to know, whether the Lox p regarded his pe. 15 
titions: as ſoon as he found that the bleſſing he prayed his 
for was at hand, he not only diſpatched his ſervant 3 
with a meſſage to Ahab, but to ſhew that he was far IE 
from being his enemy, and only deſired that he would ora 
become a worſhipper of the true GOD, Elijah girded ties 
up his veſt, as was the cuſtom when any one wanted to WEE 
make expedition, and ran before the king like an for 
humble attendant *. _ 7 
Jezebel you find, was enraged to a degree of fury, 85 
when ſhe heard that the prieſts of her idols were ſlain, fre 
and vowed inſtant revenge. You may perhaps wonder, hd 
my dear, that Elijah, who had hitherto been ſuſtained my 
* In my attempt to contract this work I have inadvertently left _ 


out the latter part of the xviiith chapter of the 1 of Kings, © 
which the above remarks relate. : | 
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and protected by the miraculous power of Gop, and 


whoſe behaviour to Ahab was full of intrepidity, ſhould 


be intimidated by the threatenings of this impious 
queen. The extraordinary courage which he had be- 
fore diſplayed, was certainly inſpired by the Lord; 
Elijah, when he was not under the influence of the 
HoLy SPIRIT, “, * a man of like paſſions with 
our/elves;?) and perhaps might have grown. vain and 


arrogant on account of the miracles wrought for him, 


had not the LorD, to make him ſenſible of his natural 
weakneſs, withdrawn that courage with which he had 
hitherto fortified the mind of thts prophet. 

Elijah certainly was very impatient, but his trial 
was a great one; for he had reaſon to expect, that A- 
hab and the people would have returned to the worſhip 
of Gop, and honoured him as the prophet of the 
LoRD : when he found the contrary he grew tired of 
his office, deſpaired of ever being ſerviceable to them, 
and ſeeing no chance of ſettling any where in peace 
and comfort, wiſhed to lay down his weary head in the 
grave; but the Logp had compaſſion on his infirmi- 
ties, and again reſtored his mind to tranquillity and 
confidence, by graciouſly ſending an angel with food 
for his refreſhment. 

It is wonderful to obſerve, by what various means 
God ſuſtained thoſe /acred perſons, who were ſet apart 
for the important purpoſe of calling others to righte- 
ouineſ(s ; but you muſt not infer from this circumſtance, 
my dear, that Gop was partial to them; for in order 
to convince the world that he was not ſo, they were 
expoſed to a variety of diſtreſſes; only he wrought 
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their deliverance openly, and by miraculous means, (to 
diſtinguiſh them as his ſervants, and to encourage 
their faith) inſtead of relieving: them by the m_—_ 
methods of providence. 

It appears a/toni/hing, that Elijah ſhould be ſupported 
for forty days by only two meals of bread and. water 
but it is not at all zzcredible, ſince we are told they 
were ſent by the great CREATOR, We can no other. 
wiſe account for our own bodies being nouriſhed in 
the zſual way, than by imputing it to the power of 
Gop, who can as eaſily make food eſſicacious for a 
longer, as a ſhorter time. 


The mountain of Horeb, to which we may ſuppoſe 


the angel directed Elijah to go, was not above one 
hundred and pfty miles from Beerſheba, and there. 
fore if the prophet travelled ſtraight on, he might eaſily 


have reacked it in a ſhort time; but finding that he 


was ſuſtained without food, as Moſes had formerly 
been, he might think it his duty to remain there, till he 
received command from Gop to. go to ſome other 
place. 

You remember, without doubt, my dear, that Moſes 
had a glorious viſion of the Lok p on this mountain; 


but on the preſent occaſion, Gop was pleaſed to reveal 


himſelf by a /mall fill voice. The prophet received 


this manifeſtation of the Divixe PRESENCE with be- 


coming reverence, having been led to expect it by the: 


word or inſpiration of the Lor D. 


I think we may underſtand, that Elijah's zeal had 


lately tranſported him beyond proper bounds, and that 
he had wiſhed for ſome ſudden deſtruction on the land 


of Iſrael; to reprove him for which, perhaps, the Lozp 
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now taught him, that though He had all nature at his 
command, and could rot out idulaters at once, by a 
wind, an earthquake, or a fre, He was mercifully in- 
clined to uſe lenity towards them; and as there were 
yet many who had not bowed the knee to Baal, He 
would for their ſakes preſerve the land; but that all 
who perſiſted in idolatry ſhould be cut off at His ap- 
pointed time by Hazael, Jehu, and Eliſha: you will 
read afterwards, in what manner theſe things now fore-, 
told, were effected. 

Eliſha, who was choſen to ſucceed Elijah, appears 
to have been a man of conſiderable property, (or he 
would not have been maſter of twelve yoke of oxen ;) 
notwithſtanding this, he willingly left the management 
of his farm, and from that day devoted himſelf en- 
tirely to the ſervice of Gov, and attendance upon the 
Loxp's prophet. | 

Elijah did not proceed to Damaſcus to anoint 
Hazael; but we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe, that this 
prophet, who was ſo zealous for the honour of the 
Lozp, would wilfully neglect to obey the divine com- 
mand: it may therefore be conjeRured, that not being 
|.mited to any particular time for anointing Hazael 
and Jehu, he deferred it, in hopes that Ahab and his 
idolatrous people would repent, and was allowed to 
transfer the act to his ſucceſſor in caſe they did not 
do fo, 
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wives and thy children: 
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Cox TIR UATION OF THE HISTORY or AHAB 
Kine OF ISRAEL. 


ND Ben-hadad the king of Syria ga- 

thered all his hoſt together, and there 

were thirty and two kings with him, and 

horſes and chariots: and he went up and be- 
ſieged Samaria, and warred againſt it. 

And he ſent meſſengers to Ahab king of 
Iſrael into the city, and ſaid unto him, Thus 
ſaith Ben-hadad, 

Thy filver and thy gold is mine, thy 
wives alſo and thy children, even the good- 
lieſt are mine. 


And the king of Iſrael anſwered and ſaid, 


My lord, O king, according to thy ſaying, 


Tam thine, and all that I have. 

And the meſſengers came again, and faid, 
Thus ſpeaketh Ben-hadad, ſaying, Although 
J have ſent unto thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt 
deliver me thy filver and thy gold, and thy 
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vet I will ſend my ſervants unto thee to- 
morrow about this time, and they ſhall ſearch 
thine houſe, and the houſes of thy ſer- 
vants; and it ſhall be that whatſoever 18 
pleaſant in thine eyes, they ſhall put it in 
their hand, and take it away. 

Then the king of Iſrael called all the ol. 
ders of the land, and ſaid, Mark, I pray you, 
and ſee how this man ſeeketh miſchief: for 
he ſent unto me for my wives, and for my 

children, and for my ſilver, and for my " 
and I denied him not. 

And all the elders, and all the people ſaid 
unto him, Hearken not unto him, nor conſent. 

Wherefore he ſaid unto the meſſengers of 
Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the king, All that 
thou didſt ſend for to thy ſervant at the firſt, 
I will do: but this thing I may not do. And 
the meſſengers 3 and brought him 
word again. 

And Ben-hadad ſent unto him, and ſaid, 
The gods do ſo unto me, and more alſo, if 
the duſt of Samaria ſhall ſuffice for handfuls 
for all the people that follow me. 

nd the king of Iſrael anſwered and aid, 


ell him, Let not him that girdeth on his 
harneſs, boaſt himſelf as he that putteth it off. 
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47:6 A PROPHET SENT TO AHAB. 


And it came to paſs when Ben-hadad 
heard this meſſage (as he was drinking, he 
and the kings in the pavilions) that he ſaid 
unto his ſervants, Set yourſelves in array: 
and they ſet themſelves in array againſt the 
city. 
And behold there came a prophet unto 
Ahab king of Hrael, ſaying, Thus faith the 
Loap, Haſt thou ſeen all this great multi— 
tude ? behold, I will deliver it into thine 
hand this day, and thou ſhalt know that I 
am the Logo. : 

And Ahab ſaid, By whom? And he ſaid, 
Thus faith the Loxp, Even by the young 
men of the princes of the provinces. Then 
he ſaid, Who ſhall order the battle? And he 
anſwered, Thou. 

Then he numbered the young men of the 
princes of the provinces, and they were two 
hundred and thirty-two: and after them he 
numbered all the people, even all the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, being ſeven thouſand. 

And they went out at noon: but Ben- 
hadad was drinking himſelf drunk in the pa- 
vilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two 


kings that helped him. 


And 
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hadad And the young men of the princes of the 

o, he provinces, went out firſt, and Ben-hadad 

e ſaid ſent out, and they told him, ſaying, There 

rap: are men come out of Samaria. 

ſt the And he ſaid, Whether they be come out 
for peace, take them alive: or whether they 

unto be come out for war, take them alive. 

th the So theſe young men of the princes of the 
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nd he the horſes and chariots, and flew the Syrians 
with a great ſlaughter. 


nulti- Wh provinces came out of the city, and the army 

thine which followed them. | 

hat 1 And they ſew every one his man: and I} 
the Syrians fled, and Iſrael purſued them: | 

ſaid, WW and Ben-hadad the king of Syria eſcaped on | 

7OUNg an horſe, with the horſemen. | 

Then And the'king of Iſrael went out, and ſmote i 
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c WO rael, and ſaid unto him, Go ſtrengthen thy- 
m he ſelf, and mark and ſee what thou doeſt: for 
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chil- at the return of the year, the Kine of Syria 1 

will come up againſt thee. 

Ben- And the ſervants of the king of Syria ſaid li 

1c pa- unto him, Their gods are gods of the hills, | 
d two therefore they were ſtronger than we: but let 


us fight againſt them in the plain, and ſurely 
ve ſhall be ſtronger than they, 
And | And 
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478 RETURN OF THE SYRIANS. 


And do this thing, Take the kings away, 
every man out of his place, and put captain 
in their rooms. 

And number thee an army like the army 
that thou haſt loſt, horſe for horſe, and cha. 
riot for chariot: and we will fight againſt 


them in the plain, and ſurely we ſhall be 


ſtronger than they. And he hearkened unto 
their voice, and did ſo. 

And it came to paſs at the return of the 
year, that Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians, 
and went up to Aphek, to fight againſt Iſrael, 

And the children of Ifrael were number- 
ed, and were all preſent, and went againſt 
them: and the children of Iſrael pitched be- 
fore them, like two little flocks of kids; but 
the Syrians filled the country. 

And there came a man of Gop, and ſpake 
unto, the king of Iſrael, and ſaid, Thus faith 
the Logp, Becauſe the Syrians have faid, 
The Lord is God of the hills, but he is not 
Gop of the valleys : therefore will I deliver 
all this great multitude into thine hand, and 
ye ſhall know that I am the Loo. 

And they pitched one over againſt the 
other ſeven days; and ſo it was, that in tie 
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| ſeventh day the battle was joined: and the 


children of Ifrael flew of the Syrians an hun- 
dred thouſand footmen 1n one day. 

But the reſt fled to Aphek, into the city; 
and there a wall fell upon twenty and ſeven 
thouſand of the men that were left: and 
Ben-hadad fled, and came into the city, into 
an inner chamber. | 

And his ſervants ſaid unto him, Behold 
now, we have heard that the kings of the 
houſe of Iſrael are merciful kings: let us I 
pray thee, put ſackcloth on our loins, and 
ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king 
of Iſrael ; peradventure he will ſave thy life. 

So they girded ſackcloth on their loins, 
and put ropes on their heads, and came to 
the king of Iirael, and ſaid, Thy ſervant 
Ben-hadad faith, I pray thee, let me live. 
And he ſaid, Is he yet alive? he is my 
brother, 

Now the men did diligently obſerve whe- 
ther any thing would come from him, and 
did haſtily catch it: and they ſaid, Thy bro- 


ther Ben-hadad. Then he ſaid, Go ye, bring 


him. Then Ben-hadad came forth to him; 


| and he cauſed him to come up into the 


chariot, | 
Tr And 


3% A HABS COVENANT. 


And Ben-hadad ſaid unto him, The cities n 
which my father took from thy father, ! n 
will reſtore, and thou ſhalt make ſtreets for fc 
thee in Damaſcus, as my father made in Sa- fi 
maria. Then ſaid Ahab, I will ſend thee 
away with this covenant. So he made a co- th 
venant with him, and ſent him away. la 

And a certain man of the ſons of the th 


prophets ſaid unto his neighbour in the 
word of the Lozp, Smite me, I pray thee, fr 


And the man refuſed to ſmite him. ed 
Then ſaid he unto him, Becauſe thou haſt 
not obeyed the voice of the Lokb, behold, Li 
as ſoon as thou art departed from me, a lion ha 
ſhall lay thee. And ſoon as he was de- de 
parted from him, a lion found him and life 
flew him. ; 
Then he found another man, and ſaid, he: 
Smite me, I pray thee. And the man 1mote 
him, fo that in ſmiting he wounded him. 
So the prophet departed, and waited for 
the king by the way, and diſguiſed himſelf Br 
with aſhes upon his face. "ny 
And as the king paſſed by, he cried unto . 
the king: and ng ſaid, Thy ſervant went Maa: 
out into the midſt of the battle, and behold, hada 
2 man turned aſide, and brought a man unto 0 
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AHAB'S DIS PLEASURE. 481 
me, and ſaid, Keep this man: if by any 
means he be miſſing, then ſhall thy life be 
for his life, or elſe thou ſhalt pay a talens of 
ſilver. 

And as thy ſervant was buſy here and 
there, he was gone. And the king of Iſrael 
laid unto him, So ſhall thy Judgment be, thou 
thyſelf haſt decided it. 

And he haſted, and took the aſhes away 
from his face, and the king of Iſrael diſcern- 
ed him that he was of the prophets. 


And he ſaid unto him, Thus faith the 


LoxD, Becauſe thou haſt let go out of thy 
hand, a man whom I appointed to utter 


deſtruction, therefore thy life ſhall go for his 


life, and thy people for his people. 
And the king of Iſrael went to his houſe 
heavy and difpleaſed, and came to Samaria. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Ben-hadad the Syrian king who invaded Samaria, . 
was the ſon of that monarch who was formerly hired: 
by Aſa king of Judah, to make war upon Baaſha king 
of Ifrael, from whom he took Ijon, Dan, Abel 


Maachah, Naphtali, and Chemoſh. What was Ben- 


hadad's pretence for this invaſion. we are not informed: 
Ahab was in no condition to oppoſe him, for he could 
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482 ABSURDITYOFIDOLATRx. 
not put confidence in Baal, whoſe impotence had been 


David, Gop had, on account of Iſrael's apoſtacy, ren- 


ſtill others remaining beſides him, and likewiſe that it 


ſo lately expoſed ; neither did he ſeek by repentance 
to regain the favour of the Loxp: his ſubjects were not 
very numerous, and he had no allies. Though the 
Syrians were totally ſubdued, and made tributary by 


dered them formidable again. 

We have read, that there were in Iſrael ſeven thou. 
ſand who had not bowed the knee to Baal; we may 
therefore ſuppoſe, that for their ſakes' in particular, 
agreeable to the covenant with Jacob, Goo circum. 
vented the deſigns of Ben-hadad, and prevented the 
ruin of Iſrael. We are not told the name of the pro- 
phet who came to Ahab on this occaſion. Elijah was 
not employed in this inſtance : it might be the Logy's: 
pleaſure to ſhew, that notwithſtanding Jezebel's i im- 
pious attempts to deſtroy all the prophets, there were 


was the Al MIGHTY himſelf, and not Elijah, who 
wrought the former miracles, which Ahab attributed 
to the art and malice of this prophet. 

I think it appears likely, that Ahab for ſome time 
after the ſlaughter of the heathen prieits, forbore to 
ſacrifice to Baal, and repoſed confidence in the aid of 
the LoRD JEHovan. 

The counſel which Ben-hadad's ſervants gave, in 
reſpe& to fighting on a plain inſtead of a hill, ſhews u 
what abſurd notions idolatrous. nations entertained d 
their deities; ©* that there were many gods which ha 
each their particular charge or juriſdiction; that ſome 
preſided over whole countries, others over particuli 


places, ſome over rivers, &, As the Iſraelites ſacr- 
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fced on high places, built their temple on a hill, and. 
received their /aww on mount Sinai, the Syrians, ſuppoſed 
that JEHOVAH was a Goo of the hills.” How much 
more rational is it to believe, as the ſcriptures teach us, 
that the whole univerſe was created, and has ever been 
ſuſtained and governed by one SUPREME ALMIGHTY 
Lok b, who knows all things, who is every where pre- 
ſent, and will hear the prayers of thoſe that call upon. 
him faithfully, and will-bleſs them for faith-and obedi- 
ence: who alſo overlooks the molt ſecret deſigns of the: 
wicked, and will puniſh. them for ſin. The Syrians 
were taught by their own defeat, that the Lord was 
Cop of the plains as well as of the Bille, and able to 
put alh thoſe to confuſion who truſted in vain idols. 

Aphek, near which the Syrians encamped, was 2 
city in the tribe of Aſher, which it is ſuppoſed Ben- 
hadad's father had taken from the Iſraelites. It is 
imagined, that the wall was thrown down by an earth- 
quake; ſo that what they truſted in as a defence, 
proved the inſtrument. of their ruin.. I ſcarcely need 
point out to. you, my dear, how greatly this impious 
king of Syria was humbled by the Lord ; but Ahab's 
folly in not purſuing his conqueſt, and turning | it to 
advantage, is quite amazing. 

The method which the prophet made uſe of to con- 
vince Ahab of his cri me in ſparing: Ben-hadad, was a. 
very extraordinary one; but without doubt, the puniſh-. 
ment which fell upon the man who refuſed to ſmite this 
prophet, was , as he was bound to do whatever he 
was conwinced was commanded by the Logp.: but as 
we, my dear, are not at all liable to commit the ſame- 
kind of offence, it is to no purpoſe to examine every 

1 pPuarticular 


484 AHAPB'S DISAPPOINTMENT. 


particular of this relation; ſince we may be ſure Gop 
would not have ſuffered the man to be ſlain by the 
lion, if it had not been in that caſe neceſſary for the 
vindication of his honour, on which the happineſs of 
his faithful people chiefly depended. 

Inſtead of triumphing for this memorable victory, 
Ahab returned to his houſe heavy and difpleaſed ; he 
| had acted contrary to his duty, but would not receive 
the prophet's reproof with kindneſs and humility ;. for 
he was enraged with him, and exaſperated again 
God, as if the Sur REA JuDGEt had been too ſevere 
in the ſentence paſſed on him. 


True HisroRy OF NABOTH. 


Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard contiguous 9 
the king's palace, which Ahab was deſirous of poſſel. 
ing; he therefore deſired that Naboth would either fil 
it to him, or exchange it for another ; but he refuſed 
20 comply with the king's requeſt, who was ſo enraged 
with him, that he returned to his houſe angry and dif 
appointed, retired to his bed, and refuſed food. Je. 
bel underſtanding the cauſe of his uneaſineſs, reproach 
ed him with want of ſpirit ; and obtaining from hin 
the royal ſignet, engaged to put him in poſſeſſion of tis 
vineyard :. in order to do ſo, ſhe wrote letters in & 
hab's name to the governors of the place where Nabolt 
lived, to proclaim a faſt ; as if they were apprehenlit 
of an impending judgment from Gop on accounts 
ſome concealed offender, which could only be averttl 
by publics humiliation, and the death of the irmpio 
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2 Curſe on the city: thoſe to whom the letters were 
addreſſed, were wicked enough to comply with the 
contents. Naboth was pointed out as the ſuſpected 


perſon ; he was therefore brought to the uſual place. of 


trial, and falſe witneſſes were eaſily procured, who.ac- 
cuſed him of Blaſpbeming Gop and the king : by the 
former crime,. if it could be proved, his life was for- 
feited ; and by the latter, his eftate confiſcated to the 
crown, Being furniſhed with no means of defence; he 
was convicted by his unjuſt judges, and condemned to 
be ſtoned. to death; there is reaſon to believe, that his 
family were all deſtroyed likewiſe ; but happily for 
them, their perſecutors had no power over their ſouls ;. 
and therefore we may hope, that the LoR D, who ſuf- 
fered them to be cut off, removed them to a ſtate of 
felicity, where their inheritance will remain ſecure to 
endleſs ages. 

In order, my dear, that you may underſtand the na- 
ture of Ahab's crime in reſpe& to Naboth's vineyard, E 
muſt give you a little information concerning a parti- 
cular part of the Jewith law, of which it was a violation. 

When the Lorp promiſed Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, that a great nation ſhould proceed from them, he 
deſtined the land of Canaan for their abode; and to 
reward Jacob's fidelity, permitted him to name the 
peculiar inheritance of each tribe, in the ſame manner 
as it was uſual for fathers to bequeath their eſtates at 
their deaths to their children. Amongſt a variety of 
other laws which Moſes received from Gon. on mount 
Sinai, were ſome relating to the ſecutity of theſe in- 


heritances from one generation to another, agreeably 
to the firſt diviſion of them, which was to be fettled 
before 
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485 LAW OF INHERITANCE, 


he graciouſly ordained for the ſake of poſterity, that 
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ne: 
ob 
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before the Iſraelites took entire poſſeſſion of the land. 
The intent of theſe laws was, to teach the Iſraelites 0 
confider Canaan not as their own abſolute right, but 
as a place ſacred to the Loxn, for the habitation. of the 
people he had ſeparated to himſelf; and as the Mes. 
SIAH. was to proceed from a particular tribe, it was 
neceſſary, in order to trace his genealogy, that all the 
tribes ſhould remain unmixed ; and alſo that they ſhould 
tranſmit their allotted portion to their deſcendants, let 
ſome tribes ſhould accumulate lands to the impoverih. 
ment of others; but as Gop foreſaw that occaſion 
would ariſe, which would oblige many to ſell their 
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lands, in order to ſupply thoſe wants which their own 


imprudence, or divine chaſti/ement, ſhould reduce then; 


none ſhould be permitted to alienate his land to ary 
but one of his own tribe; nor for a longer term than 
forty-nine years, at which time it was to be reſtored, 
without expence, to the lawfſul heir. | 
Naboth ſeems to have been in very good circutt 
ſtances, and to have made it a point of conſcience i 
preſerve his portion entire- for his children. Ahab, 
who was amply provided for, had no right to expe 
Naboth's compliance, eſpecially as this king was a 
open idolater, and a contemner of all divine inftits 
tions; which made it very unlikely that Nabotl 
poſterity would be allowed to claim the reſtoration a 
their land at the appointed time, if it were annen 
to the royal gardens. 
It is probable, that Naboth was one of the ſeyel 
thouſand who had not bowed the knee to Baal; 
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ſpauld turn from his wickedneſs and live, 


JEZEBEL'S WICKEDNESS. 48; 


towards him, when we conſider her character. Ahab 
teſtified his approbation of Jezebel's conduct in this 
ſhocking tranſaction, by which he made himſelf a part- 


ner in her guilt. He certainly muſt know, when ſhe 
obtained his ſeal, that it was for ſome fatal purpoſe; 
and when ſhe invited him to take poſſeſſion of the vine- 
yard, he would naturally ſuppoſe ſhe had .cauſed Na- 
both to be put to death ; yet with ſavage joy he obeyed 
her ſummons, and went it ſeems, triumphantly, as if 
it was juſtly forfeited to him by the crimes of the late 
poſſ-flor. Ahab was ſoon reminded that all his actions, 
and the wicked motives of them, were open to the eye 
of God, who ſent his prophet to accuſe him of the 


murder of Naboth and his family on the very ſpot; 
and to denounce a ſentence, which muſt be particularly 


ſhocking to ſo proud a man ; that the Loxy would 
bring evil upon him, would cut off his poſterity, and 
that dogs ſhould lick his blood; and alſo that dogs Should 
eat Fexebel by the wall of Fexreel. You will ſoon 
read, that Elijah's prediction was literally fulfilled is 
every reſpect; but as Ahab ſhewed ſome degree of re- 
pentance, it pleaſed the Loxp to ſuſpend the execution 
of it; and had Ahab improved this bleſſed opportu- 
nity, by continuing to humble himſelf, and reſolving 
to forſake his evil ways and root out idolatry, he would 
have been pardoned, and the curſe entirely removed. 
This inſtance of divine forbearance, ſhews the great 
mercy and goodneſs of the SUPREME BEING, who 
willeth not the death of a finner, but rather that he 
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